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Our' raw products had supplicd the
of the state and many otber sections of the natiog |
when our timber was being cut down. Settlers came
north to live in order to help supply that demand, |
and when the jon came had not had time to
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Editor’s Note: Joe Sturgeon, publisher of
The Delta Reporter, Gladston. -
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THE SUMMONS )

“Dear Joc: As you know, I'm going to spend
most of the coming summer in Europe, and that
presents an editorial problem—the solution for
which I'm going to call upon you and other of my
Michigan newspaper friends to help me on. It is
the established custom of publishing ‘guest edi-
torials,! and T'm herewith suggesting that you ac
cept the assignthent for the week of June 3.

“Your copy doesn’t have to be made especially
for Birmingham, of course; general subjects will
do—although 1 hereby waive any and all libel suits
against you, being perfectly willing to place my
reputation in your tender hands. George.”

»

nce of G. R. Averill, local publ

THE RESPONSE

The privilege of the editorial “we™ is set aside in
order that [ might enjoy this opportunity to address
these rangom thoughts to the people of Birmingham
and environs. )

The sun is shining up at Gladstone as I write,
over 400 miles from the Eccentric office; Editor
George, is scheduled to arrive at Chérbourg, France
on thisiday, where I hope he.will find sunshine, too.
May he find, also, bigger and better sandwiches, the
kind he has urged upon the ladies of his own Com-
munity building.

My contacts with your home town editor started

Back in 1921, shortly after he acquired the Eccen- |

tric, at which time I was a resident of Detroit.
My closest associations with him were during the
year 1931 when he served the Michigan Press Asso-
ciation as its president while I was engaged tempo-
rarily as director of the field work. He brought to
that office the same ideals he has maintained in hi
newspaper work—forever secking- ways and means
of smoothing the pathway his fellow men must
tread in this span of Lfe.

% Averill is naturally gifted with the qualities which

A 1 know made his work outstanding as governor of
his 23rd District of Rotary International, which
preaches and (presumably) ~practices the applica-
tion of the Golden Rule among business and profes-

sional leaders. As a local past president and s one

entirely conversant with the aims and objects, | sa
1 know of no one better cquipped to carry on it
work than your own fellow

Mark Rhea Byers, writing in The Saturday, Eve-
ning Post, “I Want to Sce the Editor,” says, "the
small-town newspaperman conducts, as an obliga-
tory and unpaid sideline, a kind of intellectual pub-
lic-service burcau for the community,” and goes on
to enumerate some of the many jobs the logal editor
must be prepared to perform.

One of such jobs that has fallen into my hands |

is the writing of a history for the city of Gladstone,
which this year celebrates its 50th anniversary with

a Golden Jubike and home coming celebration, July |

} to July 5. Under the dispensation granted by the
editor, this is an excellent' chance to get in some
free advertising, for under the definition given by
the writer already mentioned, “Whatever a patron
wants to get published is advertising. - What he
wants to keep out of the paper is news.

You readers might keep that in mind the next
time you want something of ‘the Eccentric.

You will find that Gladstone is one of the good
spots in that attractive Hiawatha-Land for all who
seek the best places to 'go for summmer vacations.
Many of you have already made the discovery that
there is no better place to go for a cool, bracing
climate, where your sagging spirits can be reinvigor-
ated during the months when the hot sun reminds
you that the vacation period is calling. \

Gladstone was started in 1887 as a lake and rail
oint, connecting the grain and farm pro-
“the northwest with the coal and other mer-

chandise shipped in from the east. There was a
- great boom when the rails were laid between here
~ and Minneapolis. W. D. Washburn, a United States

Senator at the time, and promoter of the great

development in the flour business in the Mi

NOTE! The Eecentric is pleased to publiah storles of events | "

‘whi ive news value and which are writs persons not
connect with the editorigl staff of the paper. All copy must

¢ presented before noon W ia

instead of furnishing the material to the outside to,
{help maintain and build up other sections.

|- Right here in Gladstone we *have two new cor-
| porations, one making vencer and plywood, the other
|hardwood flooring. Utilizing 10 million feer of
timber gives more employment locally than did the
|shipping of 100 times that volume to other places
|years ago.  Our other! important manufacturing
plants turn out the world-famous Marble sporting
|equipment, “for every hour in the open,” and elec-
tric motors and generators. !

| How many of you Birminghamites know how
your town was named?

I've gone -historical and told you something of
| Gladstone, and experience as the result of my delv-
ing in things historical, has convinced me that many
|residents of any community are not famibiar with
[the names and facts closest o home. And so, at
the risk of repeating what you may already know,
Il el you h irmi
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IT MAY NOT BE NEWS BUT IT'S IMPORTANT

& about B
| In Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, |
| Orrin Poppleton, a president of the society 1889 to
1830, tells of his 50 years business life in Birming-
ham, 1840-1890, and on the subject of the naming |

©L lsays:

“This villige was first called Hamiltons after
one of the first setclers mentioned and later ‘Piety
Hill’ In 1832 or 1833 a meeting of the citizens
|was called to' determine 1 suitable and permanent
|name for the place. After a long conference and |
| discussion the ‘meeting adjourned without coming
| a decision, but the next morning the question |
was secled by che appearance on the foundry of R. |
T. Merrill of a large-lettered sign named 'Birming. |
am.” The names of the first postmasters | recall |
in their order mentioned: S. R. Kelsey, T. A. Flower, |
|O. Popplecon, H. W. Botsford, G:. L. Lee, J. A, |
Bigelow, A, Whitchead, F. Hagerman, M. Randall.

“The first postoffice established in the township
lwas called Blodmficld, Dr. E. S. Parke, postmaster, |
|and was located a mile and 2 half norchwest of the |
It was |

|village where Mr. Tibbals now resides.
| moved from there to Birmingham in 1834."

That_mention of "Piety Hill" excites curiosity |

and T find reference to it by Ephraim Williams |
(1886) writing on “Incidents of Early Days in |

[ Michigan.” He says: | ot

| “The fellows who stole our logs lived near Bir- |
mingham, theo called Piety Hill (2 very pious place
in those days.)"” N

The parenthetical remark is Mr. Williams', and: 1|
repeat it for what it may be worth. |

|

Now that we've disposed of the naming, let’s go|
ck to Hon. Poppleton (he died March 18, 1892) |
|for a recording of HOW Birmingham came to be. |
|Under the heading, “Why Birmingham Was Not |
[Located on the James R. Cooper Farm,” he wrore: |
| “An-item of “carly history which terminated to |
the advantage of the present Birmingham and which |
may pass into oblivion unless hereby recalled to |
memory by a very few of the carliest setclers of |
| Bloomfield and Troy who may yet be living and |
| who were knowing to the facts in the case has |
prompted me to pen this Article. |

“There were two roads laid out about the same |
time to accommodate the travelling public in an |
carly day from the same sand plains in Royal Oak.
The Ball line road, so-called, which commenced at |
the terminus of the Paint Creek and Niles roads, and
running northwesterly, passed cast of this village
| about one mile and one quarter, crossed the cast
branch of the Rouge near the Asa Castle or now the |
| Clark Pearsall farm, and passed through the James |
| R. Cooper farm on the line of the road now there |
and ended about one and one-half miles southeast of 1
Pontiac. This road was surveyed in 1819 by 2 Mr.
Ball, a brother-in-law of Ziba Swan, and officially |
{established in that year.
| "The other or territorial road passed by Chase's,
| now Starc’s, by way of the Schuyler farm, D. Hul
bard or McBride to Hamilton’s, then so-called, in-
tersecting cach other at a point one and a half miles
southeasterly from Pontiac. At the intersection of
the road, then leading from Hamilton's to Troy,
with the Ball line ac a point in the northwest quar-
ter of section 24 called Fairbanks and later Rice's,
and now known as the cross.roads in the James R.
au:r« farm, was a tavern kept by David Stan-
nard, a hattery by Mr. Wells, where George R.
Dunks was employed and whom all the old setclers |
will recollect, a store and ishery by Mr. Doolittle
and later by Mr, Kidd, a fanning mill factory on a
large scale by Zeba Rice, a blacksmith shop, etc.

|

twin_ cities, sought the best point for the lake-rail
 termis is was it. Heacalled it Gladstone,
2 of his friendship and association with

bout three-fourths of 2 mile on the

Ball line road was another little hamlet on the south |
bank of the Rouge near Asa Castle’s, then called |
et

¢ the business largely was
erior ports because of the shorter
as an industrial com-

fnriuvlnl.'ynn as a ship-

A Mr, Culver-established there a shop |
for the' manufacture of cabinet work and fanning |
mills. A lictle later, in 1826 or 1827, Ralph Chitten-
den buils and operated 2 distillery and Mr. Barmore,
a poctery. These" pioncer villages were naturally rival |
ones of Hamilton's and when a mail route was about |
to be established, each proposed route or road had|
its advocates and promoters. Men who were inter- |
ested in each, circulated petitions to the p

general, praying for ‘the establishment of the ex-

e
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Court Plan Viewed as Crucial
Test of President’s Leadership

WASHINGTON

BY SPECIAL
RRESPONDENT

Remarks

}.

Senator from
B t every line of en-
deavor they (women) are win

Random b

ASHINGTON.—There is no

indication that the new lib-
eral temper of the Supreme
Court, as evidenced in the deci-
sion upholding the Social Secur-
ity Act, bar made President
Roosevelt willing to compromise
in his ght to get bis judiciary
bill through Congress.

On the contrary, in his most
recerit message to Congress, ask~
ing for legislation to insure
maximum wages, minimum
hours for labor and the aboli-
tion of child labor, the President
referred pointedly to the case of
Hammer vs. Dagenhart which
came before the Supreme Court
in 1918. In that case, Justice
Holmes, speaking for the dis-
senting minority, said Congress
bad the right to prohibit the
shipment in interstale commerce
the factory products of child
T

la

A possible key to the Presi-
dent’s present attitude toward
the court is found by most ob-
servers in his emphasis on the
fact that this liberal view neld
by Justice Holnies was shared

by only three others on the
court at that time.
The President sald: “A ma-

jority of the court decided 5-4
against Mr. Justice Holmes and
laid down a rule of constitu-
tional law which bas ever since
driven' into impractical distinc-
tions and subterfuge all attempts
to assert the fundamental power
of the government over inter-
state commerce.”

'o those who keep an ear t
the ground in Washington, this
had an unrelenting sound.

N .

'HE history of social security

and labor legislation, cham-
ploned for years by unsuccessful
minorities, is suggested as Roose-
velt's justification for deciding
not to repose full confidence ix
the recent liberalism of Justice
Huglies and Justice Reberts, who
have at different Nmes voted
with the conservatives, as well

ognition in direct propor-
eir own desdires and ca-

as their more liberal colleagues.

Roosevelt's strategy, it is re-
ported, Is to keep the issue wide
open and forge ahead. It Is pos-
sible that the President had rea-

Jas. T. Shotwell, director, Carne-

gie Endowment for Internation-

sons, known only to him, for be- 2l Peace,

ieving in the rumors that three “Diplomacy, arbitration and
or four more justices may resign | o4 fellowship, which will cdu
in the next few weeks. Whether | 4i¢ us for peace, nt.

are, at pr
or not that develops, it is ex- | our alternatives for war.”
pected that Senator Robinson of I
Arkansas will be selected to re-
place Justice Van Devanter.
After this session of Congress
Robinson, if he moves up to the
Supreme Court, will probably
hand down the whip of Senate

London comment on
“Toba

newspaper
o Road.,"

Lt must go muckraking,
let’s at least reframn from import
ing muck.”

leadership to Senator Alben Gordon Heyd, president,
Barkley of Kentucky. By that g n M :
time, Senator Robinson's whip 't proper standards of diet,
hand will be weary. Bringing 2 e of people is being pro-
Democratic members of Congress | duced that are taller and strong-
into party line for a vote on the | ' R
judiciary bill is the most diffi- atha ihorm, edito
cult thing Roosevelt and Robin- | Pr: athan R. Melhorn, cditor,
sop linve 30 lar atlempled “In marriage  the woman
The President is ot “leaving | g\ ,noced set up an orderly

1t to Joe,” entirely. He is calling
senators to the White House day
after day, and reports are that
he isn't mincing words awith
them. Roosevelt's ambition is to

chold and t
the head of the

me

he man to bee
family.”

Chaing Kai-shek, wife of
hi

se Generallissimo:

+ | his

paid to
t any-
com-

friends for com-

| pany, [those

halls segm very

T- M. MILLINGTON | yattrad 8 1 v e,

And as compared with a spin in a

New car of any car, a trout on the

hook, or ones best girl in the ham-

mock, who' cares what goés on in
Congress?

Disturbing Facts |
Yef what is being done in Con-

| ress may seriously mar the joy |

of pleasant rec: n and happy
human velations. For instance:
Do you know that the tatal sum
of money which ALL the Con-
gresses have authorized ALL the
presidents, since  Washington,
spend, without restriction or di-
rection, has been only ond billion
and five hundred million ‘dollars,
(This does not include the World

And do you know that the
Roosevelt Congresses have author-
ized the President to spend fif-
teen and a quarter billion dollars?
And that right now he is trying to
force Congress to grant him an-
qthc: one and a half billion dol-

Do -you know that of all the
New Deal law cqses passed upon
the Supréme’ Court, thirteen
lost and eleven won?

New Deal and Supreme Court

Do you know that on these New
Deal cases. the Supreme Court
cast a total of 106 favorable votes
to 107-unfavorable? Do you know
that the retirement of Associate
Justice Van Devanter will prob-
ably give the New Deal ideas the
dvantage, because the President
will of course appoint a New
Dealer to the vacancy created by
Justice Van Devanter’s retire-
ment? Yet despite this fairly even
break in decisions, and despite
this advantage gained by Justice
Van Devanter's retirement, the
President nevertheless persists in

demand o
him authority
preme Court
his as yet

w

to

u.

undisclosed purposes

and objectives may be of such & |no
nature that even with the present |

favorable conditions in the Su-
preme Court, he is yet fearful that
it ‘may not support his objectives,
Debts and Dictator:
Do you ki that the Govern-
ment deficit is still growing? That
iur national debt is above thirt
five billion dollars and still gro
ing?
Do you know that the strikes,
he passage of the Wagner Act,
the Administration's so-called
Connery Bill and the Corcoran Bill
now pending, will maké President
Roosevelt virtual dictator of in-
dustry? And do you know that
General Johnson and the A. F. of

L. are proposing to include all
establish a Democratic liberal- world should maintain the {’m""‘m,,‘fw"d"m’,m'.'. and . small
progressive party, and to name chinery of peace. The muni- Ui 4bo% (O i ""the
his own successor in 1940. He ns makers do not want peace, | DU

believes these ambitions are at we women step into the
stake in the court fight. breach?”

So eflective has been lhe — ~
President’s “tough talk” in these | Jacques Chastenet, cditor, Le
White House chats that some Temps of Paris: ) .
perfectly sincere senalors are | “Information, even derived

to vote against
the plan will be “political sui-
cide.” E

Others are just as convinced
that Roosevelt is no longer the
popular hero he was last No-
vember, and that to vole with
him on this issue would be to
follow dangerously a leader who
has crawled too far out on a
limb.

the best remains cold
and spiritless until one sees with
< own eyes the things and the

retiring Prime
at Britain:

twenty post -war years
a own that war does not
settle accounts; there is a balance
brought forward . . . The moment
of victory may be the beginning

On one point, both sides, hope- of defeat
fully or fearfully agree. It .
Roosevelt gets this bill througn | Bronislaw owski, Professor

Congress his leadership will in
all probability be established for
the rest of his term of office.

of Anthropology
“War is as unnecessary as it is

ueti

pected mail route on each one’s favorite road. The
strife and heat of the petitioners waxed warm but
the influences brought to bear upon the authoritics
at Washington were strongest in favor of the ter-
ritorial road. The mail was then ordered carricd by
Hamilton's on that routé.

“From that date Fairbanks and Chittendens be
gan to decline, and many years ago there disappearcd
the last vestige of what once promised to be lively
manufacturing towns. Had the influences in Wash
ington been strongest in favor of the Ball line and
had the mail route been established on that road there
would have been no Birmingham here. Everything
would have centered at,Fairbanks, The railroad when
built would have gone there also.

"It was freely conceded by the partisans of cach
road that whichever route the authorities at Wash-
ington decided to carry the mail over, it would give
that road a decided advantage in its prosperity and
settlement. Time bas fully verified these (predic-
tions.” |

Time has more than justified the predictions.
When the Hon. Poppleton wrote those lines in 1886,
his mind did not contemplate the Birmingham that
is today. They built beyond their vision

A famous historian was once made to say that all
“history was bunk,” but he was misquoted as is
proven by his creation of the outstanding historical
village of the world, where those of the present
may learn of the past.

Cities are builded by thé vision of those who live

there. This vision takes due regard of che past as
i

well as the future. History teaches us how to live, if
n and IMPROVE.

we will but

Murl DeFoe characterized himself as a baseball
player, the leadoff man, with the sluggers, to fol
Jow. The sccond batsman is expected to advance the
runner, to sacrifice if that seems best. Now look for
the great Caseys next in the line-up.

~
Practical Paragrap

By John Edwin Price

HAPPINESS 1S RELATIVE
I have a friend who is going to attend the In-
ternational Rotary conventidn at Nice, Italy. He
twitter over the thrills he expects to enjoy
y beauty spots.
e another friend who couldn't 1{5{"”1 a
Euro see Europe,
all keyed

trip o—never expects to s

never gives it a thought. And yet she is

up over going to Key West, Florida.
have another fritnd who can't go

ta Florida
e likes to read about and hear
vs that for him they are out
his high school class went to
Washington a ars ago as a graduating trip.
He gets new thrills everytime he talks about it.
1 have another friend who never saw nor never
will see Washington. He enjoys the county and
etate fairs each summer and can make you re-
live a day of happiness as he recounts his inter-
esting experiences. These soldists could make a
good harmonizing quartet. They have the ability |
to get the most out of the life tones each ecan |
reach and are not jealous of the other fellow’s |
ability to sing tenor or bass.

or California,
about them. He kno
of the question. But

Wagner Minimum Wage and Max-
imum Hour Aet?

Do you know that, inciuding the
familics of those on the dole and
in the various government works
and w projects, the total
number close to 20 million?

is
And that there were only 28 mil-

lion votes cast fof Roosevelt in
the last election, while there were
17 million votes against his elec-
Of gourse, it is not to be
that people  receiving
from the Government
vote against Roosevelt's

Pleasure and Citizenship

be fatal if you neglect to tell your
Congressmen and Senators what
vou think of all this. Have ypu

- |
This indicates that

Serry if this spoils your plans| =
for a pleasant summer. But it may |

neglect their civi duties. *

| n't forego your reerea
ro oty g o Wb "‘a
and family. But 't f

EXILE
heart nches bitterly today,
ut 1 must bear my woe
| Alone. I can not let you down,
| Not when I love you so.

Blithely 1 g0 upon my way
- As if my heart was light,
Lave is a cryptic lonely thing.
Tl weep awhile §
¢ —Beatrice McDonald,

The Birth
of Qur Constitution
By RAYMOND PITCAIRN
onal Chairman

Sentinels of the Republic
America at this time begins a sig=
nificant celebration — significant not
only to her own people, but to all

the world.
1t is the 150th anniversary of the
Federal Convention of 1787, which
planned and wrote our Constitution.
From late in May until mid-Sep-
tember of historic year, dele-
s

that

| gates from 12 of the

| met

| famed Independence Hall to
an historic document now
|and honored” wherever
lives. -

t the men

the people; by -—i:‘
political and religious freedom to
izens, they established a form of

government which still siands as &
model.

In many other lands,
and empires haye fall
| other mun}
torship —
—work their harsh

kingdoms
len.
ism and

| The nation-wide which
extends through-the - should
be more than & fofmal ceremony.
1t should be a -nz-l

to the principles of liberty fmmor-
talized by the in ihe his-
toric Charter that Bas borne

ess.

EW Deal batted 100 per cent
in Supreme Court's last ses-
sion, But there are still too many
shortstops left on the lawyers'
team to suit F. D. R. ?

.

Republican clubhouse in

Washington up for immediate

sale. Is Chairman John Hamily

ton going to make another

of those nation-wide tours?
S

It seems now that one of those
Braddock-Sehmeling, Braddock-
Louis fights will have to be
staged by remote control.

e,

Edward reported
ried over governm
ence in his marriage plans:
Heavy lies the head that crosses
Baldwin.

bitterly wor-
ént interter-

..

Then there's the Tennessean
who proved you can go 5:
secutive days without
Which-is just what we'll do if
beef goes any higher.

BIRMINGH

. M. CornELIUS
Frank Couzens
Leonarp L. HeaLy

“Your Bank in Birmingham'
Comprere BankinG Factumes

WABEEK
STATE BANK

AM,

MICH.

Directors

Henry T. EwaLp”
Geo. B. Jupson
W. R. Yaw

In certain
3 Dicta~
the twin foes of democracy
tyrannies. But
for generation after generation, un=-
dor the mieguard”af our ‘Constitu-

That safeguard must be preserved.

con-
eating,




