from the organization’s

i

Phil Rich, publisher of

Republican, “Guest

| Tosieof. The Eccen-

tric, writes the fifth of a series of editorials

which are being presented local readers

* during the absende of G. R. Averill, pub-
lisher of The Eccentric. :

Shall Mob Rule Prevail
In Michigan?
We have had some good sai

mples
Michigan of late. One/was at Lansing and the other
the recent Consumers Power strike which paralyzed

the Saginaw valley. Others are going on daily or 1o

come as long as lawlessness is silently
publicly encouriged.

Those at_the bottom of these affairs arc making
good ‘use of mob psychology; reason and common
sense are out; the actitude as recently expressed is
“rhat the public cin go to hell.” A small minority
of these fellows are out to get whatever they can
and ‘the expense to the public is not cven in their

inds. Tt is a schoolboy attitude; a well matured mob

yi 2 most infantile, viewpoin.

Down at Lansing a mob taok over the city gov-
ernment; directed traffic; told people sumrrarily o
close up_ “or else”; ran the,city in 2 high-handed
manner that is a disgrice to organized g

| stantial inroads

learn this
state as a

t.
provide the men to make the
ld do o now because it will be,a long

now have the framework upon which 2 good organi.
zation can be based. Lets il ic out. This is more

legislature.

We have 2 right to expect reasonable protection |
| of our lives and property and we know of no way
10 get it better than through the state police.

How To Handle Relief

a
Leaders of the movement were two so-called "con-

| servative™ democrats, Sen. Willam H. King of Utah

| Several other southern and conservative morthern | -
atic senators admittedly were inclined toward

by
o an but still were st
| ol b oty

|

more watchful eye over how the money is spent.”

| Whether the plan would be efiacfed into law was
| vieWed as doubtful. The administration is opposed
e mpalr

The city was powerless to do anything; the courts
and police could not function; the state govern-

ment with chis mob at its very door sat with folded | The senator has made 2 poinc which will develop
into 2 stronger issue as we continue along the road

arms. And this is Michigan!
The Consumers Power strike was niot much bet-

ter. Because there was a disagreement between the | of vital interest)to local communiries, the officials
employees and the corporation the public was forced | of many feeling that cheir money is being used clse-
to take it on the chin. The fact that thousands of | Where to their detriment and also that they know
workmen and hundreds of industries from the larg- | better how it should be handled. Coming down to

est to the smallest took heavy financial losses for
something in which they had no part, and were in
} no way to blame,
{ who erdered what leaders later termed "an unauthot-
ized serike.”

Let these would-be leaders (and for that matter|

all others who preach radical doctrines), remember

to

sl
—the federal government.
of better business. This question has long been one

|docal units, the counties feel that even state co
trol will not be as successful as when the commu:

apparently never occurred to thase | ties affected take charge, We have scen the subject
grow hot off and on in various parts of Michigan for

many months,

Supervisors feel that they can handle the.matter
tter and cheaper than it is done by federal or state

that im. rabid cracy there is DANGER. Dyna- | 3encies due to the fact t»h:l they know their own

mite is useful when

is controlled, but carries a | conditions. Whether this

s true or not, under

potential danger and is decidedly unsafc in the hands| PCESNt plan any county taking over its own load

of fools, Inciting large groups into hysterical action
and elass wcfare will result in murder and tremen-
dous loss of property, especially t. INNOCENT

Michigan has been and is in a state of rebellion as|

long as such chings are permitted. It is time to call
2 hale. Regardless of the idealistic intentions of Gov-|
ermor Murphy, the public is entitled to “ome con- |

sideration. Lives and property are no longer safe| St

when gangs of men go about telling people what |
they can or cannot do. > ;

This thing is getting serious. One does not have to|

Peo or anti labor; pro or anti corporation; pro or
ant- Murphy or carty any other particular pnil::ba
10 sec that the ‘situation is entirely.out of hand. We
are coasting or_being pushed down the road to
n.nlchy; to chaos; to leaderless mob rule. The pub- |
lic authority flops around like a chicken with its|
head cut off. The state would be neutral when neu-
srality s impossible, unsafe and a -mockery to its
Citizens.

{

_ The time for fine phrifts, calm placicudss, sooth- |
ing idealism is pasc. The question is squarely in our |
laps: Shall mob rule prevail in Michigan? ;
These People : 141
Should Be Confined 4 {

ded <o the legislature |

would lose 2 large slice of federal and state aid. Those

opposing centralization' would like to see the federal
| plan broken down, states being the largest unit and
PARTIES, o say nothing of the lvss of personal €0ntrol entirely in the hands of counties. Before this
liberty and damage to the cause it is intended to|

can be accomplished a basic change is needed such

as is suggested at Washington if we are to avoid the

hardship sure to follow any other course.
It Took Courage ,

Flowers to the judiciary commistee of th United
ates Senate for having the courage, regardless of
party, to draw the curtain back from the proposed
administration court packing bill and show it in all
its vicious phases. The strong language used by the
committee indicates a feeling in congress and out
that the bill is an oytrage and merely seeks to tamper
with the validity of owr highest court.
. 4This sentence was' worth reprinting: “It (the
court proposal) would subjugate the courts to the
will of congress and the President and thereby de-
stroy the independence of the judiciary, the only cer-
cain shield of individual rights.”

A couple of other choice lines read: “It contains
the germ of A system of centralized administration
of law that would enable an executive so minded to
send his judges into every judicial district in the
and to sit in judgment on controversies between the
government and the citizen."

Te points the way to cvasion of the Constitu-
tion . ..

“Tt stands ncw before the country acknowledged

‘amounts to 23.3 per ceht
acity. The cight major institutions for the
:‘ﬂieud umdn now contdin 15,601
4 normal capacity of
ﬁ::\:\’im‘m)muz‘ngﬂm«
hospitalization.
<an. the state government do less? The pres-
is intolerable and unnecessary. Let the
:;aninddmnﬂ

b
lding program involying. three or |

its as a plan to force judicial inter-
pretation of the Constitution, a proposal that vio-
lates every sicred tradition of American Democ.
racy.”

That is stron,
from many in ¢
were convinced early in game that the President
would get his own it pow looks like the senate
“has its back up” and with the backing of public
sentiment, the passage of the court bill may be sin-
cerely’ doubted. In fact its defeat is predicted by
many who should know what they are talking about.
‘W hope chis scheme can be beaten, Tt will help to
refute the
stamp everything good or bad.

Appreciating America .
The extreme hardships which men will endure to

get into this country are only matched by what

they must sometimes suffer in an effort to get away
fom their home lands.  There were 248,221 de-
mands for quota immigration visas at consular offices
on June 30, 1936. 48% of these were for Germans
and Poles. .

A Hollywood actor who was originally one of the
“wild boys™ of Russia says that people who have
lived here from birth do not begin to appreciate
America. He had a hard time getting out of Russia,

wl
| fighting the
big-time gangsters. The thugs have been quick to|

m?-umtnhawmnmudin:k

Right now the legislature is in session and could
police force effective |

mnmp what may casily become an: epidemic. It

fore the legislature icets again and in the mean- |
time robbety and murder can create an emergency
such as we have not seen in many long years. We

portint than 90% of the matters now Before the

g it.
coperly belongs to the states,”
Bailey asserted. "That's the oaly way we'll make sub-

into our huge expenditures for re-
| Tief,” he_said. “Te will climinate untold graft and
| corruption bechuse when state and local govern-
| ments are spending their own money instead of the
| federal government's they're going to keep 2 much

of relief funds. Re-
and an insult to the dult section of the populace. | lief officials argue that absolute control of the funds
ld remain with the agency advancing the money

k
g language, especially when coming
s own parcy. While we |

charge that congress is going to rubber th
- dis

"Twixt You and Me

By Phil Rich, Pub.
Midland Daily’ Republican

This Fellow Averill—

I have known G
intimately for the past 15 or
11 ¢d him one of

ing newspaper-

ns

Long have I admired the Detroit
News editorials; the Detroit Times
features and the Detroit Free
Press makeup and special stories,
but in the weekly press we have
some of the most able and color-
ful all-around newspapermen in
Michigan.

For instance, 1 could mention
the modern makeup of Elton Eat-

on's Plymouth Mail; Schuyler
Marshall's outstanding

in . John's Repub-
fican New: Murl H. Defoe's
|keen stories inthe
b

harlotte Republican-Tribun e;
Vern Brown's features and pic-
tures in the Mason’s Ingham Coun-
ty News; Joe Sturgeon'’s well writ
ten column in the Gladstone Re-
{porter and a host of others.

The ideals of George Averill
are found in his writing in the
Birmingham Eccentric. one
has finer ideals than he; and let
| me say that few men are e lib-
eral in their application. He has
thought much of & practical solu-
tion for the world’s troubles. |
cannot agree with some of his
ideas, but it is a plesure to argue
with him over their supposed
benefits or lack of merit. He does
light on solid ground occasionally
even when he gets up in the clouds
on such subjects as ‘predatory in-

terests.” But we need peogle like
George Averill who are able to de-
tach themselves from workaday

events and travel into the stratos-
phere of a possible Utopia.

: Your Town—

1 used to think of Birmingham
as a rather snooty place that

| narrow place in the street on the |

|putskirts of Detroit. But after
meeting George Averill and many
of his friends I discovered that
the people down there we
very different frqm those in a
other community in Michigan

Not knowing from first-hand ex-
perience the kind of a community
you have, should I live down there
I'd like to know “how the fellow
lives behind the ' tracks” and
whether the city that ‘represents
30 much wealth is doing anything
toward better housing. I would
want to know where the city dump
{is_located because this is a pet
isubject with me since we are in a
struggle here in Midland to have
dump moved to a less objection-
|able " location; I would want. to

[know  whether good
|schools and  efficient, well-paid
teachers; |

know something about your city
|government and whether it is run
Iby these with political ambitions
or someone who has an ideal re-
garding public service; I would
wart to find out about your health
ituation and whether you have
ample recreation centers for chil-
dreji. Men make towns and from
and other things I could soon
ver whether there is any city
pride at Birmingham.

You can have a distinctive town
or you can be.just another place
glong the road to Detroit . . . a
inarrow place at that. In outward
|appearance you have a charming |
[place and from reading your Bir-

18 |}

more friendly personality? Where
is there a person who s

standard for hir

o is so tolerant of the 1

comings of his fellow man? Wher

is there a person more generous

ends and em-

¢ stranger

ment
help him along the
T can sincerely say t
none. A

In him you'have a man whose
friendship carris no strings at
tached. He is a perfect example of

man who has been to lift
hamself by his own great offorts
In his chosen field he has not only
won signal honors in Michigan but
upon. several occasions has seceiv-
ed national honors.

Birmingham n erill. Con-
tinue to use his leadership and
your town will be great.

may
road of life?
at I know of

Party Platforms

| A party platform is a mighty
|important consideration, o
statesman. .

“Yes,” replied ‘the other, “a
party piatform in politics is a good

deal like a bunker in golf. The
rules require it, but you show
your skl in avoiding it."—At-

lanta Two Bells.

Friend,
| Jean—How do you like my new

the pri
Christmas p
.

out
only from the inexpensive

vou like the
b

Wonderful! Why, 1

made three grand slams -at
last meeting!”
Mutual

Grace—Percy sa
intelligent as he

Dolly—0h,  th
about it—Percy
dog and the d

s his dog is as

no  doubt
s proud of
proud of Per

2 |WASHINGTON
G4 LETTER

BY SPECIAL ¢
CORRESPONDENT

States’ Experience in Minimum
Wage Laws Guides Congress

ASHINGTON.—Problems ot
administering  the  Black-
Connery bill, if it is passed, will
be somewhat "simplified because
the federal government can
draw on the experience of eight
states which already have work-
ing minimum wage laws of their
own. .

The

federal wage and hour
bill is similar to the New York
law, and was in fact written by
Ben .Cohen, self effacing New
Deal brain truster, who drafted
the, New York law. ~The New
York law applies only to women
and minors but the federal bill
embraces both men and women.

A limited number ‘of wage
earners will be affected by the
Black-Connery bill, if ft becomes
law. It is estimated there are
about 3,000,000 persons in the
industries to be covered who are
earning less than 40 cents an
hour, and there are about 6,000~
000 persons who are’ working
more than 40 hours a week.

There will be no minimum
wage regulation to protect the
man whose income is more than
$1200 a year, and local service
industries and small businesses
will be left to the states to regu-
late.

Mrs. Elinore M. Herrick, New
York regional director of the
National Labor. Relations Board,
thinks yardstick for wages
which will be used by the fed-
eral board will be those wages
which a majority in any speci-
fied industry would and could
support voluntarily.

Labor laws such as that pro-
posed by Black and. Connery are
designed to control a sub-stand=
ard minority, and eliminate sub-
standard practices.

This enables those employers
who voluntarily subscribe to de-

ham Eccentrie my

{is that you have an outstanding
|comunity. Your talented people
{should keep you far out ahead in
the parade of towns.

A Personal Estimate—

| When I think of Birmingham |
think of George Averill. Where in
all the world could you find al

cent wage to maintain
and improve those standards,
Mrs, Herrick explained that it
has been the experience of the
New York board that it cannot
set a wage higher Ul the wage
in effect in the upper quarter of
a given industry.

It is the rule in New - York

state for all interested parties
in wage disputes to be given
an opportunity to express their
views in hearings.
THE New York board rarely
has found it necessary to
chastise an. employer with the
full penalties of $300 fine and /or
imprisonment, or both.

Mrs. Herrick testified before
the Black-Connery Committee:
“For years we have had a sys-
tem of departmental hearings
where a persistent violator is
called in, and his whole Tecord
is gone over with him. He is
reasoned with, warned and then
advised to go and sin no more,
It is only if he again appears as
an incorrigible that the full pen-
alties are invoked. his pro-
cedure has worked so well in
New York that it has been found
necessary to prosecute but very
tew.” .

As an example' of what the
New York board considers just
cause for prosecution, Mrs. Her-
rick: recalled the case of Joe
Tipaldo, a laundryman, who fig-
ured in the historic, New York
minimum wage case which was
appealed to the Supreme Court.
Evidence against Tipaldo was
that he “falsified his books,
forced the girls to kickback their
pay, and finally forged signa-
lures to pay checks so they
Would look regular to the, in-
spector.” i
. There has been opposition to
the creation of a federal wage
and hours board on the ground
that it would exercise autocratic
power. Mrs. Herrick’s answer
1o that Is that in ber experience
the National Labor Relations
Board as a parent body 'has ex-
ercised a restraining influence on
field agents and them
prove their cases before allow-
ing them to proceed against any
employer. &

Restraint is imposed on the
board itself by the necessity of
making reports from
which it draws its life blood in
appropriations.
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he baby who oy
s destined ' to atal
pay interest and prineipal of that
debt, and not the parents. It surely
i s to the baby ‘nection

low _eost '
vices, wi
would be a kindnes

to stop further increasing the debt, |roc

and reduce it while yet the present |

generation lives.

t can be done only by drastic

and immediate reduction of Fede- | lelevision in p r&
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So far the outstanding aecom-

plishments of the Roosevelt Ad-|

ministration have bden:
(1) Outrageous government ex- | ’

travagances, and our greatest debt [PArt in their financia

in hivtors: fdevelopment?

(2) Gavernment interference in |MUCh
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d from the White House.
) Loss of respect for law and | fu%ia
order, for contracts, and for the -
integrity of our national govern. Pense wi
ment. b/

(8) Growing beliof
vernment must. support the cit-

of the reverse,

n.

benefit with these?
and

nsf

n
(7

The largest number * of [AT® n
strikes in history in sa short a  MeNt” you sa ‘ertainly not!”
ogether in the last Then why. does not the govern-

seven months. ment keep its nose out of them

(8) The large ‘number
people in our history willing to de
pend on government support.
(9) The largest amount
recorded of unemployed ea

t

VT
al

more than think and talk?

(10). The smallest amount  of

¢ and quit hindering new enterprise
and genernlly harrassing business?

t is time a befuddled Nation
should be| doing some hard think-
{ing. Or is it tiem to do something

, largely
the depreasion and de.
in getting
Je frightened mhd Itmidted
i neople ightene, 1
Frached Snd Ly government throats and cone

Y
hat New Dealer would dis-
any of these ‘new de.
What has the New Deal
that the | Produced| which can compate in
“Production
development of such things

t the function of govern-

commercial bank credit.

(11) And the very latest: at the
request, of Lewis the President
agrees o the use of Pennsylvani
National Guards to prevent law
abiding workers, who do not be-
long to the Union, going to wor

" Random
Remarks

mills where they had reg-
employment.
that act he assists the styik-

Francis Case, Re,
South Dakota:
“National

the

By
ers in their lawless assault upon

peaceful citizen: road to national unity,
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Before the strike this industry paid | make - specific
record wages and bonuses. | | specific objects:

from New.

New

Enjerpri
(1) Among the new enterprises,
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the growth of radio is ofitstand-
ing.

(2) The, moving picture indus-
try has révolutionized histrionic
entertainment,

(3) 0il
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“The oly thing Hitler has

“The liberties of the people de.
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THIS| CERTAIN HOUR
How many things I meant to do,

putting off continually—
& soldiess one by one
Re' things

3 the Michigan State | Fleet are the days, from sun’ till

reologist would not say that there sun, | 3

was_ o i Yét each holds 'what I care for

, and | st

ntire | And if, self-seeking, 1 have lost
Some loveliness in hours bygone,

(5) Air-conditioning for homes ‘1l mend hy way¥ from this time
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