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Editor’s Note: Vernon J. Brown, publisher of
The" Ingham County News, Mason, and mem-
ber of the Michigan Legislature, writes the third
of a series of 12 “guest cditorials” for The -
Eccenttic which will appear tegularly during
the absence of Publisher George R. Averill.

Being Company

|Unfortunately for this guest <ditor, but perbaps
forcunately for che readers of the Birmingham Ec-
centric, been quite impossible to_pay a per-
sonal visit to the city and ils environs for the pur:
| pose of that intimace touch which any writer who
< attempts the task should possess. Whaesis said by chis
editor will have ta be rather general in jts applica-
tion. What is known of Birmingham by | this writer
has been gathered on previous casual visits and by
such general knowledge as has been obrained by |
other means. \
There are ewo distince types of newspapers. There
is that type of metropolitan journalism which makes
of the newspapers of that class something of nation

| wide and world wide ingerest. In traveling by the
| modern method of leisurely motoring across the con-
tinent, one picks up at the end of each day's journey,
thernewspaper of the town in which he Iuppau to
stop for the night. He scans the headlines for the
general news of the day. He looks carefully, to see
if in the-date lines, there is some item, from his own |
state. If interested he looks over the news from ‘the| ¥

state capital of the state in which he finds himself, | ¥3¥ outstanding in those courses where individual | (hap Mich
hinking was required., He comes, from one of the | he grare

He reads the news from Washington and from for- |
eign capitals. Unless something ovt of the ordinary
he seldom glances at_the local news columns, yet if
be was in his home city he would réad that column |
firse of all. For the purpose of the traveler, the so-

.any -of which the state sells?

Well, at any. rate it is also noted that some of the
 Birmiogham folks suill drink water, av. least it is|
recorded that a pew 1,000-gallon well bad been added
to the city water system.,Or is this o be used
onlvforuuurpwpwuwuhmdxhtnd:
which the new llqml‘ store is to ereate?

Selling Michigan-

The value of adverti

west; had visited Yellowstone and the Grand Can-
yon; had traveled the.Rockies of the west and. the |
Alleghenics of che sase—but he had pever seen Mich-
igan. . He further confessed that his first trip north
| bad been. taken because while gn 1 winter 'vacation |

This Detroiter who had. never seen his Michigan
was impressed with the scenic attrations shown on |
the screen and at his. first appor!nm(y bad. taken 3
week end 6 see somic of ¢ s shown in picture.
He was delighted with his dac peucare. a0t prom-
ised, his listeners that ke is to, take a Jong trip north
to see more of stare.

It is strange tRat one has to go to Florida to. find

tising campaigns is scittering its shots, oo miich.
Pethaps the rule of scring. Ameriga first might well
be_paraphrased to make it read, “Sell Michigan on
Michigan  firsc. Once sold, Michiganders. will sell|
Michigan to ochers.”

i
Qe.hool Taxes
Sunday the cditor enjoyed 2 visit, from 2 youm
| man of this. vicinity, home for the holiday week-
| end but employed in gne of the more ymcnmus
‘scbools of the state. The young teacher now near-
ing the end of his first year in public school mch
is well grmmded Even 15 2 boy in high school he
a reputation for clear’ thinking. Tn college he

ing

¢
| most successful homes. and ‘the term “most success-
ful

[and women who go

Iflhn!nmpn‘:mdn;btm«hud!nm‘

or west of Lansing., . He stated that he had toured che |

out about Michigan. Perhaps Michigan in its adver-|

|

f

is used with, delibérate intent. foc a. home is| i
successful when it produces successful young men | ¢

oyt into, the world well pre- | rals

objective it sets another, mamely to lift standards
bere and cut out extravagant and wasteful mechods
there. (3) To gradually work toward a common
standard in a state marked with such concrasts as
exist between Saugatuck with its $136 per pupil
cast and Saint Louis with its $41 per pupil cost.

The, Sunday afternoon discussion brought both of
us new light on the school auestion

Beauty

No state inthe union can offer greater beauty
an in June. Just now in this section of
is spirea and iris. Lilac time has passed.
Lilacs were preceded by tulip time and blossom time
the fruit orchards. Following in close array will
come roses and peonies and then a1 succession of an-
for which this state is famous. Mention has

journer, ane paper is as good as amother; ‘in face as| Pared for the bactle of e and demopsrace hir | | not been made of the millions of wild flowers which

one travels along, all assame an sir of uniformity.
But as for the other type, the genuine M@r news-

paper, the home weekly if you ‘please, that is quite |

another Matter.

There comes to the editorial dnk of this writer
each week scores of home ‘weeklies. No two are_even
remotely. alike. Each glows with the personality of
the editor and -publisher. Each rings with the inti-
mate doings of the inbabitants of that’ particulat
locality. As one editor recently puts is $0' concisely,
“Not prétending to concern itself greatly with the
outside world, the home weekly plac-‘ly minds’ the
" business of its own, neighborhood.™

Thus is understood the statement when ic is said

that each hometown newspaper carries each week an
intimate picture of the town and its inhabitants: the
desires, the hopes, the uplralmns‘ the ideals of its
people; the business of its merchants; the welfare of
its back-country—the rural and agricultural region
enbutary to it; a portrayal of its educational, cul-
twral, and character-building agencies. Without cver
actually visiting a town or small city, the ob-ervmg
editor scanning cach week the columns of its ex-
changes, actually becomes acquainged with 1 town.
He feels at home and among friends when finally he
doet visit the place. ¥

And so Birmingham is not ‘sctually a strange and

far away place to this writer even, though the fitle
city of Mason, nestled amidst the ing countryside
of Ingham; smug and complacene in its stability and
sécurity; content and satisfied with jts mere_escape
from want; not accustomed to ostentation nor pomp
—even though our own little city stands quite in
contrast to Birmingha.

adgrs of ithe

i

The readers of the News greets lht
Fecentric, extending lh hand of
understandi

folks can-
3 .l.l-tlpl*b'y not desire to know ‘each other,
as we in the more rural communities
know each other but we know You like your town
and your ways just as we know and Eh ours,
| So being company we hope to company
rm with us—at least un(i this mlumn is filled.
3 e shall - n‘n-n‘(mg{vm; ‘that advice which i
~ handed out Mason readers, al- | sessal
hough little of it is tiken by wr'&\vn inhabitancs. | schéols,
Rather ‘we shall confine what is written for Bie-
readers to those matters of ‘nder concern.

“‘hwp(halm(&mlu_a(dn

-tul‘l'bc&cenmcu in reference o

ability in this respect. This hore has preduced that |
| kind of young men 3nd young womén—an imprés-
ve number of such-in this day of small families.

| This editorial is-not intended to discuss family |
| affairs but the public schools. The family wag men-
tioned in’ order that the background for the dnscu(-
sion_might be had.

* What was said during th: discussion led ‘us o dig
up some statistics on the public schools of Michigan,
the history of state aid for the public school from its |
inception, its fong years under primary school inter-
est 'aid alone: and more recently since state revenues
in impressive amount have been turned into the
treasuries of, the school districts 0 aid in support of
operating _costs.

qummn was asked as to what' theory was
adopted when state aid was first proposed: "If the
school ‘district must face the financial responsibility
for support of the public school, why docs the state
take any hand ac all? Jf the state is to take 2 hand,
why does not the ‘state 40 it all, set certain scandards
to.be followed everywhere '!d
ing public. meets cthe bills?"
were the q\lnuom put by chis young teacher.

- This writer vent to his files and extracted chere-
from a report, that wan.mqmly compiled by 2 com-
mittee of the . Mwhxgan Ednulpm association. Its
compilations are recent and its findings are generally
accepted as correct. At any rafe some remarkable
contrasts’ are discovered as bﬂwegn the school dis-
tricts of the seate. For instance, in the report is

found a list' of districts as o size,
eich group being :rrqnd #abgnczll) On
page 15 among the districts . be-
tween 1,000 and 1,999 :pfqbunn. listed * almost
side by side are Algonac assel.  Algonac
has 473 pupils en , 400. Taxable
prppeny the Algonac mounts to $7,700

- pupil while in Clmul it amounts to only $687,
If .L entire cost of ‘opgrating the public school

were to be placed against the property o be found |
i the respectivé local ‘disticts then cither the Al-

’ tics as the. Chassel' children would have or the
Chassel folks would pay taxes 10 times as greac a3
Algonac folks.

Bad Axe and Caro are two cou\uy seat towns in

gnpn for each
two- dollrs

Bad Ase districr. Alma and Midland are not far
apart geographically buc cach Midland pupil has

gh-ld enrolled in the

o 5 gme dellge, backizg 1o Alge
is the answer o %0 the young teacher’s @m
tion. I¢ happens that in the districe where our young
ukh« ‘employed, “there is found lots of wealth
mung on keeping |

state at large to support the local schools. This

1,999 and in the same classification is another town
of approximately | size. In the last mentioned
there is found only. $750 of assessed valuation for
resch child enrolled in, the schools while in the dis:

it} trice ‘where our young friend teaches, the ratio is

$5.244 for each enrolled pupil.
state undertaken the huge task of doing |
M“mmmpmmmduau aid for

educational program to every clnld
hﬁ in Michigan whether it be in Algonac or Chas

nl.!‘anuhdlm. (2) 'I'o-:mqlnh

see, that the raxpay- | BB
These, -in_ substance, | §

children would énjoy 10 times as fine school |

nm section of the stace. Broken down intd as- |

'to ane found in the |

1%
|
|

monnudy two dollars of assessed vxluahon Be- |

ﬁdm the ' 13- ..,u*&"’m.«,e...,. and asking  the |
school is listed among' those ,districts of 1,000 o/

|

":j‘kl:hnl. (1) It seeks to guarantee ac In:”

=i

carpet the outdoors of their own accord nor of the
wonderful dog-wood and . crab
flowering shrubs and trees.

This being June the month of bloom provides a
suitable season to take note of the fact ghat thus
ar the battle of the women—and 1 few men—who

dlong to the federation of garden clubs, Has
b«n won. Garden club members last year ent:

ipon 3 campaign co rid the roadsides of Michi
a& the. horrid “tacker signs” which mar the pleasure
of cvery motorist who delights in matural beauty
and to place some degree of control on the more
legitimate _signboards  which
erect.

Similar efforts in other states have succeeded. But
in Michigan where unparalled beauty exists on cvery

and other nagive

ot

commercial intecests

i

LETTER

‘ASHINGTON ~ Those hnpe-
fuls who look to Dr. Town-
send for me e pacicos for old age
encouraged by the

thought lhn\ lhe third nall{onal
be

(mg members for

reproof:
“And these

hield here me in July may give
the mevement new impetus.
Dr, Townsend and his devoted
fallowers have not beeh very
well pleased by recent develop-
ments. ¢

Townsend

ln an ' attempt to borrow
,000,000 on his personal prom-

| over this editof the fec

WASHINGTON

BY SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Townsend Clubs-Look to National
Convention for New Impetus

25 cents a year
dues, instead of the $2 off
required, he published a

Townsend
who pay half a cent
a week to the support
movement — expect
Dr. Townsend and the Townscnd
clubs to put over a national pro-
gram which will bring thery an
income for life after

TTHE reports of Roosevelt's com-

hand until scarred and
commercialism, the matcer of protecting
beauty seems of licele concern. Bills introduced ac
the behest of garden club members, have languished
and still languish in the state Jegislature.

Garden club members of course are idealists. They
have to be to enjoy gardens. They appear to
entirely supine. when it comes to getting desired
legislation through the channels of lawmaking. Per-
haps they
and settle down to some real political strategy.
haps they require some practical adyice.

And In Closing

There s a peculiar fecl

assignment

of

Per-

g in writing such 4n
as Editor George Averill
confed At home as wrize there floats before
our eyes the hundreds of personal friends, and clos
acquaintances which one enjoys in such a town as
Mason. By e token that spirit s lacking, Li
hunter who fires his gun into the, air, there com:
ng that he canriog e the
whites of the eyes. However new friends are always
to be dest and that day which by and no
new face met and no new personality probed, séem
lost at least in part.

The world is wide. Flumanity is far flung. Every-
where in every clime men and women pursue thai
affairs in total indifference to thote of other climes.
And so it is that 'we who come to know gur own
people so well frequently lose much in not knowing
others at least partially.

Thanks for reading
this period.

we

f vou have come as far as

Remarks |

|Benzamin N. Cardoso,
Ju

Clun ; cannot em-

don’t make

disturbing . the
onomies.”

of the

world ne
60."

Henry' F. Ashurst, Senator from

I-nry notes for loans ot $10 and mittee of six 1o Europe “Destiny  dis s triumphs
up, Dr. Townsend encounteréd 1o study the co-operative m and defeats with charming non-
the opposition of me Securluu  ment there, seem 1o tave stim chalance.’

Exclidoge C The lated co-vperative activity in the

commission e!Dlalned um .ny- cgpital
he

one who offered nqjes

Newest Washington co-op It

Rev W. Harold thll 3
“Am becoming the

bli¢ for more than $100 the Rochdale restaurant for ity e «
- wided the mk’.ﬂm Wnich more Cthan 100 persans | Modt Tawless nation in the world
;ouu have to file an application have subscribed to shares of NN
r uo stock. 1t opened at a central spot
ver this  iricident . ‘Bear the State Department, Infe- COMMENCEMENT DAY
artially dkmed the answer of rior Department. WPA, P! r glorlous day. Though
fownsend clubs througbout the SEC. the Social Security )mm time and tide .
counitry that they would hold a and i+ already so popular it 1s. |In @ long chain of rhythmic days,
tional convention this summer turning away patrons must bring N
;Jh Washington's Powhatan bo- -~ Washington has a co-op gro- |Sorrow and oy to them,  their
tel, which ls located directly cery store, a co-op fashion shop, T 'I"“"‘ ! ‘l:‘l’\"’kf ovEEIRO
Sgross Pennsylvania avenue fiom  about 8¢ co-op credit unions, a |10 fh, one day 1o more.
M SEC. ‘co-op insurance agency. Whije |5 ’ e beauty of their
" The detlor notitied all those -hundreds of sub-executives in e Tresn o
who hdd already advanced him New Deal agencies are giving heir ““M‘”““ their

“money that uniess they wished to
have him keep it as a gift, their

:n- vould be return, ed.
to

son 1o believe at

time and effort lo these enter-
prises, there seems 10 be no rea-

the administration will officially

and conquer life, to giv

this, time that

t
Hallows this day. Each happy g

£ o individast promnte consumer co-oferafives, ‘and boy
bers and clubs has taken the ' 5s some business men Dave | Seapds at the crossroads, "‘"\*
of trom $10 to'SI00 gifts.  feared. now to

The new restaurant. may be
taken as a model of co-operative

£0.
Lifé beckons them to tresd the |
untrod road.;

secured by his personal notes, _planning. It operates on Roch- | Their feet mark time—they gath- |

e personal assels at dale co-operative principles, sells er up their load,
titie, aside from the Town-- shares of stock at $3. limits pur- | Armed now o vanquish every
Nptional Weekly which is . chases to 40 shares a member, al- w “"ﬁ i
Dled lo the Towrisend | lows but one vole a member, can | This ra ¢ day opens a migstie
movement, : X bout $500.” ay 3 maximum 4 per cent divi- door {
X “en J. W. 'Brinton, manager :e:d on shares, returfis most of | That will swing wide for them:

recent-

g e
‘hl(um dnbl wers ldtml- umion wages.

the profits to patrons and pays

forevermore.
—Beatrice

Random l .

Associate ©

\ have don: 14
without \neglectiny their duty.
It it off course evident to anf

body that \exasion by hundreds
millions of\ dojlars in income:
and undistributed earnings tax aj
largely indujged in by those bd
able to pay,
throws a priportionately heavi
tax burden uplon those less able

pay

Many
the fact that-it

tax la

ple involved whidh

liabilit
Son
o b

least,

It
which

and advocate the

h.

placed

obscured by the rude hand and the very poor,
this the brunt of the

above
The

no refinement] in princip!
upon a thief's, establishme
of what is known as\a
is revelations s\

Ji ¥
ganthau or
President cou

nd that such evasi

comm\nlllnw emphasi
\s the letter of t
and not\the moral prin
determines t
v. I questign that' doctrin
of the m-l\\mll of evasi

re pretty ckude, and see

“fence.”

pe't as thef
make it dimAul ta defel
Ar
It is such book! :-.pnul

tv and exhibition of low mdr-
al ethies which arouse
cions and covetousne:
ical element in
the great mass of avi

he s

between the very
thus
ctions from bo

and helow.
wealthy law-evader an) ¢

u -
°T | tiative, guaray
Mr- o

hs | jessly rebuke

e o
¥ kaining of wnlds
ountry, and is large-
fof the more or Jess
of the h-lq- ele-

ke action in\the

¢ o
ly the caus

b,

< | fustified en

| ment.

This prson

frecdom and /inic

d ander the Cone
thy mManifold bless-
her

ution and

nes_ flowine {
4 {ing fn no othe
93| cases under di
cast before
- | serious questi
f |enouwh of thi
x [of citizenry lef
@ |eracy together.
{st | honest demociatic governient can
n [only be builddd and eonti
brfon an enll:mtenad
o |citizenry.

If American nll»moc nc» fll
il ot e b
“Horse-and-Buggy"
i- (Tt will not be be e o
x |adequacy of the Constitution
fe. will be because of 4 low ethical
N | standard nenetrating not only our
m | palitical life hut our social, econ-
ht omic and religious life as well. {
Pt Men who fail duly to support
government, \whether it the .
@ rioters: wha ddfie it or the million-
d laires who rob|it,'are a burden and
a detriment demoeracy; and a
l|<rrnce and’ danger to America.
It is a real| relief to_be able to
- |-ru|~e the President, as in- this
yet it Idaves the still unful-
o hllul wish that he would as fear-
the open rebellion of

s-

¥ | the strikers.
Can it be possible that democ-

h racy cannot control either element,
and_that gur [only remedy lies in

e | ditatorship?

PEOPL'E’SE COLUMN

To the Editor,

need to cast aside some of their idealism Birniingham Eccentric.

Sir:

Last Fridav afternoon I atten|

Dear

ed the

School students and !h
of nine of them into

Honor

gave to this high school students.
was thg most satisfyinz eerp-

It w
many

and women | ever witnessed. Mdkh
vin

a thr

the attainmenits of these henore
students, but in the
respectful attention of the 6
undergraduates.

A definite goal was

these
ham.
are

er
i ops

ed inty
honora

encauragemant,

motivated
homes,
Isn't it

| some
young
ones?

the misdeeds.
National Honor

each

(:.-.ium\

Hart, Principal of the Hj

hool,

dent that the
Judges must h'\‘l‘ been very ¢
and after all, the inner realizati
that one has done his best, is t
mhat importants rewar

f the His
inducti

final Assembly o

Society, by G Po

conducted by young m

and the Faculty, must fe
evement not only

decorum

mm\v‘l

boys and girls o

tars they ﬂhuuld "Folq
ducation, Leadership, Ser
d (‘hnr-cm 1 feel con)
decisions of t

H

shy, but persistently ind
boy said to_me later, “I
make the Honor Society

the Societ He is clea)
le and ambitious.

e oi parents w
eir'sons and daughtel
at reflect on them, a
homes.  Understandin)
a sustained gui

2, with
REST, must ha
routine in thej
alwi
e that we ;mhl‘c'z
of \the gotd deeds of

citizens, ‘snd our -,1d
We give plenty ‘of space
1 recymmend to t

Induction of \

an' Alumnys of *p

des be similakly honor
dpkin

As ope|

e

\

\|zenship in
qualifications
. \pn Leadershipy

olr Democracy. His
being based entirely
Service, Charpeter,
d thirst for Edu-
Knowledge.

H. A. CORSON,
ves. Baldwin P T. A.

>. [Hart, Principal,
School,

eatly vurprised and
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W | the position
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o

- | past w.hlee}: years, and x-

fi- | fluence of yolyr life can never be * ¥
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d the commemity
ing and constyo
Il | been felt not
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to which you

ation of . the serv-
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¥ life -
o, With every| good wish we
main, Cordially yours, - -,
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