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Murray D. Van Wagoner Should
Be Re-elected This Spring

Among several State offices that Michigan citizens
will elect men to this Spring nonz appearsemord im-
portant than that of State Highway Commissipner.
As you know, both the Republicins and the Demo-
crats will vie for this position, now ably fillel by
Murray D. Van Wagoner, Democrat and farmer
citizen of Pontiic.

From the standpoint of the average citizen who
wants 2 maximum of c?n‘luu\_ together with as
farge an amount of available federal approprigtions
for highway work in Michigan as possible, it feems
to us that Michigan voters will get the best sefvice
in the future by Van
Wagoner to this

We are aware of the fact that the Republicans of
the State have,.in the services of Charles M. Ziegler,
recently announced’candidate, a man of ability and
integrity; but fwe. do question his ability to obtain
from Washington as much money as Mr. Van Wag-
oner can. Besides, a majority of Michigan's voters
not 5o long ago revealed the fact that they want
the Democratic Party. to run affairs at Lansing for
a while, and Mr. Van Wagoner's re-clection insures
to the taxpayers_a_plentiful amount of Democratic
co-operation. D

Commissioner V.
strated his ability
friends from every-seetion of Michigan; Republicans,
as well as Democrats, have been pleised with his
official aceivities. It scems to us that the retention
of Mr..Van Wagoner as State Highway Commis-
sioner this Spring is good business and good govern-
ment. That's why we shall supporc him for re-
election.

Wﬁy Not Help In Framing "
Local Zoning Ordinance?

A splendid spirit of cooperation on the part of Bir-
mingham’s City- Commission is manifest in its cn-
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also has host _of

. deavors to set up a modern’ Zoning Ordinance for

this “community of homes where children thrive.
If you had atcended the public hearing on this prop-
osition two weeks ago you would have been im-
pressed with the utter willingness of our City officials
to accept suggestions and objections regarding it.
As this newspaper has reported to you, the pro-
posed Ordinance will be' passed Monday evening,
February 8, when the City Commission holds its
final public hearing on the matter. This legislation

is’ designed as a protection to the home owner who, |

as Birmingham grows, doesn’t want his neighbor-
hood invaded with types of building construction
that are objectionable or depreciative of values. The
Commission wants the interested aid of everybody
concerned.

The proposed’ Zoning Ordinanck will be the riost
important matter before the Commission this year,
and perhaps for years to come. You can show your
appreciation of the work your fellow-ci
the Commission are doing by giving them your help.

What Is Truth? )

The search for truth is usually worshipped in a very
abstract manner by individuals who, when they come
to a clash between the facts and their prejudices, are
turrn\tl\ reluctant to substitute the former Iur the
latter. !

A study of history, recording the experiences of
past generations, is valuable to a student only when
the past is examined objectively and the true facts
presented.  Yet, it is notorious that history books
have been written from various angles to support na-
tional, religious and social views

Hendrik Willen Loon, historian - and
author, urges that teachers adopt a method of ap-
proach like thiat of the physician trying to make 2
correct diagnosis. The doctor, he says, does not take
sides but observes all phenomena. He has nothing
personal against the ailment but seeks to correct the
wrong which exists in the physical body.

Mr. van‘Loon says, “Every nation in Europe jhas
taught its national history from its own particular
little angle,” that Catholics never try to teach history |t
“from the point of view of Martin Luther™ and Pro-
testants do not invoke he memakry of Ignatius Loyola
“when it comes fo the Inquisition and such like mat-
ters.”

He does not think that the fruch, particularly in
regard to the past, is always findable, but that there is
an approximation of the truth to be discovered.
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Elephants and Donkeys

Now that “the grand tent” hfs been raised over the
political activities at Lansing{ and the Donkey has
replaced the clephant, the customers are ready for
the big ‘trapeze act known as “honesty and effi-
ciency in government.” We know that there’s lots
of “hay” for the Donkey, 3nd it will grow stronger:
but what about the Elephant> . . . when will itt
owners decideé to take away-its weakening diec of
“peanut politicians” andLlec it graze upon the
health-building verdure of . “government of the pe
ple, by the people, and for the people?”

Here Is A Teacher’s Prayer "
Every Parent Should Read

Parents in Birmingham realized anew during) the
mid-years school vacation what a large part of¢ the
responsibility of rearing children is borne By thelday
| school teachers. :
Those who are not members of some parcnt-
teacher “organization do mot always appreciate ‘the
high ideals most teachers have in regard to their éall- §
ing. To the conscientious teacher her work is more
than 2 job—mare than a means of earning a liveli-
hood. Consider the following “from the very soul of &
2 high-born, high minded Southern girl, who realizes
her great responsibility to her God and to her chil-
ren.” We quote from Soyth Carolna Education:
“If you have a.few mdments alone, please offer 2
prayer for t:achers and a litde prayer for me.
“First, a. prayer for love—that my heart
filled with.love to guide these little hearts and minds
aright—ta give them a start and a gentle, loving
beginning on that long road of learning—so that
they will see dnd know the beautiful things around
them. To hold the lictle hands firmly so the little
! feet won't slip; so they will know there is someone
t0 help them over all the rough places.
And, oh, a prayer for ‘patience—with the love to
lead carefully and help those who are slow, and sk
Him to give me a happy heart—they need it and 1
need it so; to know just when to laugh, to teach
them to sce the funny things—to help them to have
all the fun they can
“Pray that I may have a right j
and square judgment|in all things, for little things

Help me

nea

nent—a fair

mean so much to liede people to under-

\nml their little troubles.

“And finally, pray that | may be warthy of their
wonderful love and that | may repay them tenfold
In other words, ask Him to give me love, patience, !

and strength—a big heart, a right judg-
ment, a helping hand—and 1 should not forget
soft and gentle voice. These are some of the things
I need g pray for.

I am so willing to do and 1 will do my best but

courag,

I can’t do it alone, some days, There should be a
special guardian angel to watch over and hilp
teachers. | Children arc’ such queer litcle ching

they should heve the best women who live to guids
them. 1 | could only know how to teach thum
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what is good and best and true. If [ could hslp them - = : 1 s g
oh to begter things.” Well, I will do my very”best, " : this world re of
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Capitalism Is Not Oppression
Capitalism offends some people because it is errone
ously interpreted by them as m:.
is often employed to distinguish the rich from the
pearBuclasfe anicntf capitalist state refers
5 3 condition in which people are, free to invest
a farm or business and run the chance of gain
or losing

f we were to abolish capitalism we would abol
ish democracy and liberty, accepting in its place one
of the différent forcign varictics, all of which arc
cqually objectionable

Writing for The Atlntic Monthly, George I
Sokolsky says that'ic is a “self-evident truth that
democracy continues to Tlouirsh in countries where
capitalism is most developed

He explains. "It declines and disappears in those
colimtries where the capitalist system is undeveloped.
Thus, the capitalist system is most perfectly devel-
oped in the United States, France, Great Britain/ the
Scandinavian countries, Holland, Switzerland, Chech-
oslovikia. These are, in exact parallel,
democraiic countries in the world. In communist,
fascist_and precapitalist countries, democracy does
not exist.”
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Business Activity Nears Peak

Just exactly where business activity stands, in com-
parison with 1929, is a matter of debate. There are
many indices and many arguments as to their mean-
ing but the reader of The Eccentric may be inter
ested in figures kept by The New York Times
| The 1936 ended with its index of bu:
activity hovering around 110, after a steady su
‘upward from the low of about 90 which occurred
in March. The figure is considerably above the
depression low of approximately 64 in March, 1933
just above the estimated normal of 100 and bears
comparison with'the peak for the prosperity vear of
1929, when the index stood at 114.7.

Readers should understand that this figure is based
on business activity and that it does not pretend to
be an index showing the condition of the nation
Other factors enter into any picture of the economic
conditions but it is encouraging to observe the re-
ported improvement of business activity.
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Pru(‘tical Paragraphs

By John Edpin Price

. GIVING YOURSELF A SQUARE DEAL

As some peaple need to deny themselves certain
luxuries in order to be honest with merchants wk
have furnished them with necessibies, so will

ou
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Anyone who woul be ;:qu up in life will fir
that it pays to have a good foundation of vigorous,
sparkling health. This may mean changes in
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h percentage of late-hour parties

Furthermore it may mean the giving up
of pleasure to hours of home study of sub;
ated to oné’s work. It may mear
t extra pay.
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in life.
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President’s Reorganization Plan
Is Tough Issue for Congress
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