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Do You Know What Your
“Crime Bill” Is?
One fine morning you may find in your mail a billet-
doux from the state marked in bold red letters:
CRIME TAX
Notice to Citizens
The enclosed bill is

year's cost of crime, including the following

for your share of this
items:

(1) The cost of mamtaining all police activ-

(2) cost of operating  the crimimal
courts.

(3) The cost of supporting jails and re-
formatories

(4) The cost of indemnifying the victims

of crime.

The amount of this bill will stagger you. Tt will
be your share of a national cost for crime that runs
into billions of dollars per y
we have no comprehensive system of gathe
criminal  statistics  throughout the nation. . The
Bawmes Commission in 1928 put the annual crime
cost (including many indirect $13,000,-
000,000. The Wickersham Commission three years
later published figures covering many separate items,
but declined to commit itself as 1o a total. It ex-
ceeded $15,000,000,000 in 1935, according to an
experienced member of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.

From these and similar reckonings ic would ap-
pear that our annual crime bill amounts to some-
where between 5100 and $120 for every man, wom
an and child in the United States

The taxpayers already carry the cost of maintain-
ing the police, the courts, and the jails as part of the
general expense of government. But no one knows
juse how much they actually pay for the purpose.
If we were cach presented with a separate bill for
our respective share of this expense, it would strike
so poignantly at our pocketbooks that we should
acquire a sudden and keen interest in the control and
prevention of crime. There would be such a hurrying
and scurrying in support of law enforcement, such
zeal in reporting lawlessness, such cooperation with
the police in catching culprits, and such aid and
comfort to courts and prosecutors, as were never
before scen in these United States.

The effect would be even more galvanic if the
aw and  the
cost of compensating the victims of crime and the
victims of the law's blunders were combined in one
great levy and asessed in fair proportion against
every corporation and individual, with 1 minimum to
be paid in money or labor by every healthy sdult

The state would thus announce:
crime ladies and gentlemen! Here 15 your
Crime Tax! Steg right up and take your share!”"—
Mitchell Dawson in Atlantic Monthly
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Houdini Fails Here

Harry Houdini, the famous magician, made an agree-
ment with his wife before he died that he would at-
tempt to establish contact with her after he pasied
into the other world.

“Since that time Mrs. Houdini has tried on various
occasions to afford her deceased husband the oppor-
tunity to communicate with her but up to this time
no message has come. Various persons have cliime
t0 have been in communication but none have ever
impressed the widow as being authentic

"I wane o hold the attempe in the open it s
2 many people as possible can be present.” says Mrs.
Houdini. “But T won't aceept any message 15 uthen-
Gnless it comes to me.

For the past ten years, Mrs. Houdini savs, 1 light
has burned in Houdini’s shrine at the Laurel Canyon
home near Hollywood

“But if Houdini docs not amswer at this one last
seance there will be no need to keep the light burn
ing longer,” she states.

“October 31 is Halloween, and if a «p
come then, | don't think much
ever will," is her final conclusion on the subject

Should Be Compensated

Gus Langley, of Morris Plains, N. ], wis "ready to
die” seven times, he asserts, in the North Cirolina
death house, where they shaved his head, before re-
ceiving news of the seven reprieves which gave him
a chance to establish his innocence

Last month Governor Ehringhaus signed 1 full
pardon for the man who faced death after b
convicted of 4 murder that he did com
Parole Commissioner Gill approved 2 suggestion that
the Legislature pay Langley for the time he spent
in prison and it seems probable that legislation to this
end will be passed

The experience of this man bears out the suspicion
that the verdicts of juries are not always what they
are expected to be. It reminds us that our system of
trial by jury is not infallible, even though we readily
agree that it is, from the standpoint of the accused
the best in the world Plainly ghe man in New
Jersey is entitled to compensayon . from the State
that subjected him o such punishment and there
are others like him scattered”throughout the United
States who probably descpe the same treatment
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'Some Day Postmasters Will
Be Free From Politicians

Every once in a while 2 Congressman rises up to tell
the truth. Such an occasion occurred in Cleveland,
Ohio, the other day when Representative Robert
Ramspeck, of Georgia, chairman of the Civil Service
Committee in the House, told the National Associa-
tion of Postmasters that “the Post Office appoint-

ment machine has been the backbone of the sparls

system in national administration

The gentleman from Georgia spoke the truth. The ©
fact is generally accepted today and was generally
accepted in the administrations of Presidents Hoover,
Coolidge and Harding. There §5 nothing political in
the statement. -~

every

Another statement N the Georgian made is
worth comment. He said When hirst and second
class postmasters are appointed. they never expect

and the party in power never expects them to under-
uke to their post
offices seriously.” This utterance, we believe, is also
true and applicable to all recent “administrations.
The evil complained of should be QOur
abolition of all post-

carry! on business of operating

remedied

estion would be the

wre within the clas mentioned by
" Rep. Ramepeck. This would save the government
some money. It would als prevent any party from
reaping political, or other advantage, by keeping its

appointees in office

There 15, however, one serious objection to such

procedure. 1t would place the post office busi

enrely in the hands of cvil service employes. S

the secunity of thar
attitude
disdainful of

of these workers, confident in

jobs, are rather careless of their toward the
public and, at
ciizen who patronizes their office. No political ap,
would and

patronizing service to the public by workers enjoy

times, 1 bit e average

pointee long tolerate gruff, apathetic

3 vested right to their jobs

Caking it altagether, however, and with judicious

afeguards, the public would probably benefit tre
mendously by the abolition of all political appaint
One

w0 prophesy

ments i the postal service dav it shall come
about but when no one dares

Courtesy Pays .
It is an interesting story coming from V

Washington and
quest of $1,500.000 because at

ryinia that
be

Lee Univernity will receive a
i the
an unknown student on the campus was very courte
ous and friend the

unknown,

one time

¥ to a visitor who at the time was

The visitor turned out w0 be 3 millionaire who was
considering giving to some college the desirable sum
of $1,500,600. To help decide which one would b
the fortunate recipient the millionaire decided to pay
an unannounced visit to each of yseveral institutions.
He impressed by

graduate he met on the W'

was the the under

&1
to that imsu
but it can pay big
s not material, a5 i

campus, and when

he died left the money

Courtesy doesn't cost much

dividends. Fven if the reward

the above case, being thoughtful and considerate is
worthwhile in other w
man who

everyday life

Shall Judges Be Appointed?

Again the plan to have Michigan judges appointed.
rather than is before the public mind, a
members of the Michigan State B.
and

It enriches the life of the
practices

or woman such courtesies

elected,

Association debate

vote in favor of the propasition. It is beheved
that such appointments, to last during a period of
“good behavior,” will “take the judges out of poli-

tics.” There iy no doubt but what such a plin could
be made to wark, providing the mechod of appoint
ment itself is remaved from politics

Al the

profession

public w
telf will lend
help i making

nts s that the legal

and

surance
able unselfish
As matters exist

the handhing of justice in this country i cer

more

such 3 plan possible

todav,
turies behind the way it ought to be handled; while
we admire the Lawyers for thar desire to “take judges
out of polities,” we alw suggest that they can do

much 1 help the cause of justice by purging them

clves of unethical practitioners

Individuals Good And Bad

16 an individual will collect all the bad things that he
teads about ill-assorted members of the human race
nd women
are gong to the dogs and that there is no hope of
salvation,

1f the same individual will carefully collect all the
good things that are published about men and wome
he will likewise come to the conclusion that,

he will be convineed, no doubt, that men

after
all, the race is making progress and the future is apt
1o be better than the past ever hoped it would be.

The moral is that we should try to see both sides
of all questions and faith
triumph of right. Just now. in 1 befogged workl,
with many old standards under fire

Keep the ultimate
che individual
can rely upon the erernal worth of certain
mental principles. The

forms of hent
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man nature.
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Political Quackery

For a good many years we have been faicls clowe ¢
the
and nationally
the part of

mside workings” of politics, both \lnh\\u‘

We observe an increasing ability o

practical polisicuans o “pull the woo

over the eves of the voters” and an almost equs
willingness on the part of the public to be o b
folded. T's about as easy to win most elections as

is to make 1 commercial success with 1 quack corn

cure, or a foolish plin to restore 2 baby's complesion
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