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. ... In Which We Answer
The Question: “Why Should
The U. S. Spend More For
Peace, Less For War?”

Three weeks ago | published an editorial entitled
“Spending 12 Cents for Peace; Spending $11.00 for
War!™ And shortly thereafter cams a sizzling letter
back to me from Nelson Brown, who, with his dad,
Vernon J. Brown, publish The Ingham County News,
at Mason. The younger Brown, upset by my suggestion
that the United States give its State Dept. more funds
with which to nurture and assist in international
friendliness, asks me some pointed questions, as fol-
lows:

Dear Mr. Averill

I have finished reading your cditorial on
“Spending 12¢ for Peace” and can’t quite see the con-
nection with Department of State appropriations and
peace. 1 don't pretend to be an expert on forcign
affairs, but it is my opinion that the smaller appropri-
ation available for sending emissaries to foreign coun-
tries will result in smaller chance for war.

Do you believe that the World Court and the [eague
of Nations are effective? Do you believe that the
United States should mix in Furopean and Asiaric
affairs, and that such mixing would bring peace? Do
you believe that a person proves his patriotism by tak-
ing the poltroon’s oath not to fight, no matter for
what cause? Do you believe that the present crop of
long-haired professors and downy-chinned college boys
who march in anti-war parades are good citizens.

I have no intent 1o deride or belittle the peace cru-
sade you have undertaken in your paper. | have asked
these questions because | am interested in the methods
you use to reach your sincere conclusions, because |
know you are sincere.

Knowing that you are two-fisted in your own life
and in publishing your newspaper, I can not under
stand why you are so sct against any of the virtues
which heretofore have been regarded as patriotic, |
really can not understand your extreme pacifism re-
garding national affairs, when you are so militaristic,
or 50 appear, in your-own life. Certainly, you don't
compromise every issue which arises in your own
business and in your own lifc. You fight them out.
This nation, 0o, may have just cause for fighting
some things out, I believe.

I would rather spend $11 for a bodyguard than to
spend 12c for a psalm singer, had 1 the duty of going
out to arrest Alvin Karpis or Al Capone.

Very truly yours,
NELSON D. BROWN,

In reply to which I thus write:

Dear Nelson:

Thanks for your inquiry, and the opportunity it
affords for setting forth, though briefly, my reason-
ing regarding national policy for the creation and
maintenance of peace. .

In the first place, I contend that peace can come
only when nations carry on their activities wich the
idea of solving their problems through Tt 1OUGHT,
and not mere BRUTE FORCE. It is casy, as histors,
reveals, to engage in a war. However justifisble some
past wars may have been in the light of needed re
forms, there is no logical reason today why
should shed blood, unless actually invaded by
enemy. You and [ can, [ know,
this point.

Civilized people today are supposed to setele their
differences through means beyond the realm of physi-
cal combat! Wichin a nation, we know, it is customary
to carry one’s troubles into court for redress of wrongs:
Iynchings, hangings, and similar mob “justice" is out
lawed in practically every land worthy of the name
of respectability—even though, at times, 4
them occur.

Every reasoning human urge today suggests that
individual and group differences be scrtled by peaceful
means. Within 1 Stats or a Nation, this is the
and accepted rule. Pechaps this may be actributed to
the fact that no State has an army or navy with
which 0 fight another State, and, of course, our
Nation nowadays doesn't mobilize the defense ma
chinery against any section of the country It 15 only
when differences arise beyond inter national boundary
lines that the thought of using an army or a navy be
€omes an active part of many persons’ thinking

Do you not agree with me that, since the only rea-
son now remaining for a war anywhere on earth ariscs
from economic necessity, even such 1 settlement of
differences holds within its womb nothing of profit
for even the victor? Do you not agree that the World
War upset world amity, however justifiable 1t scemed
at the time? In war, the victor receives by
victory, not a monetary ga

just

nations
an alien
agese completely upon

few of

genzral

a military
- Look but to the present
status of every nation that engaged in the World War
1o prove this point,

At best, war is but the frenzicd and brutish weapon
of one or more nations who, unable to settle differ-
ences through arbitration, resort to the law of the
jungle. “We can’t win ‘em with argument, s
beac ‘em with force,” they sav
So what?

Well, lec me refer to “Spending 12 Cents for Peace.”
1 disagree with you heartily when you make light of
the value of 2 State Depe. in maintaining international
friendliness. While som
have been scupid

e of our foreign emissaries may
. the long run they serve a use

ful and helpful purpose. Every time I visit your town,
for instance, I like it better; why! because [ meet
people 1 know and like. My point in this regard is
that, if 2 nation can spend 12 billions annually for its
crime bill, as we do in the United States, why can’t
we spend more than about four billions annually for
education? B

If we can spend $11.00 annually for national de
fense for every 11 cents we spend for maintaining our
Dept. of State, then why not a few dimes mare for 4,
this only active governmentally supported peace
agency we have?

Now let me answer, to the best of my ability, your 1
remaining questions. n

You ask: Do you believe that the
the League of Nations are effective X
I don’t. The ltalian invasion of Ethiopia, the Japanese m
invasion of China, prove that the League and World m
Court haven't yet solved the problem of preventing
war. But haven't they done much to stay it? Haven't
they been a focal point through which the evil of
national imperialism has been revealed to more human e
beings than at any time in human history? Haven't pa
they held in abeyance at least 2 portion of Italian and
Japanese imperialistic aggressivencss® And, right now,
aren't they the only agencies through which the world ¢
eventually hopes to work out enduring peace? You
and k as newspapermen, know how, even in the best th
df intentioned courss in our own land, justice doesn't Iy
always prevail. Yet both of us would rally to the
defense of the judiciary if it were threatened with fa
being outlawed, and replaced with the rule of an early *
American mining camp, wouldn't we? LS

You ask: “Do you believe that the United States
should mix in European and Asiatic affairs, and that ne
such mixing would bring pzace?” I repeat, the United
States should attend to its own business so long as
other nations appear desirous only of imperialistic con- ¢
quest. | don't have to get into a fight because "
of my neighbors engage in fighting, do 12 And I n
won't—unless they start in on som
dren or family, or endeavor to take my property. Per-
sonally, Ifavor the United States financially support-
and World Court,
h | believe the time is not yet ripe for our
country to risk its own paaceful desires by being sub-

/orld Court an
* Answer: No,

some

of my own chil

ing such an agency as the Leagu
altho

ject to er

ering a war on forcign soil at the political
mandate of other nations. [ believe there are definite
national and interdational economic problems to be
settled firse—problems that can be settled only when
the world is ready 1o study and apply ECONOMIC
LAW, For, Nelson, | am convinced that future wars
are unavodable until
obtainable by human beings under a dificrent concept
of exploitation than now exists, (For further ander
standing of what | mean please read Henry George's
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poltroon, 2 Lazy, cowardly person. But | do gramt g5 e " 0L F e et '

anyone the absolute Christian right to be a pacifist. twelve and one half billion v - I .

If a man_takes such an oath as a plain matter of prin- plus  the bt n 1 el

ciple, I ¢in respect him just as [ would have respected AMount to billions py vule tha

the Nazarene when, while suspended from 1 cross, He
said, pityingly, “Forgive them, Father, for they know
not what they
stimulated heroism of the war mood myseli—E ve pre
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)il

sided in the engine room of an ocean-going vessel 1y

when German submarines menaced the safety of navi- ni
gation. And I've seen the bideously maimed survizors Fu
who yet dow't know “what the hell I fought for.” '
(I've of ten said that one good way to prevent war is
to make illegal military bands and the arm-waving of
beautiful girls as they line the curbs while soldiers
parade. Stripe war of its romanticism and art
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h | an increase the sound money
glamor.) supply by more than eight hillion<
You ask: "Do you believe that the present crop of why go cr print three bil:
long-haired professors and downy-chinned college boys lions of hogus money? It will be
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who march in anti-war parades are good citizens?” lime enough resort to tha

Some of them, | am willing to believe, are darned 1y
good citizens, if they are sincere. 1f they seck only
sensationalism, or are poltroons, then I have, no use
for them. But I do believe in the efficacy of honestly
concerved “anti parades”—whether they be sandwich
men placarding a sweat-shop factory, suffragetes
sceking the right to vote, or, if you pleasc, 1 regiment St
of stern soldiers marching to stem the invasion of alicn
enemics upon our national soil.
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In your last paragraph vou write: “I would rather
spend $11.00 for a bodyguard than to spend 12 cents
for a pualm singer, had 1 the duty of coing out to ¢
arrest Alvin Karpis or Al Capone.” Well, Nelson, so
would 1. But, when [ohnny America starts out to
fight Jobnmy Bull, 1 dow't ficure that the Funglish cou- th
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try's (and this is universally true of every nation) that i<, the more money t
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and his family, him and his heart-hunger for peace
that T am chinking of—and that | know vou, teo
are thinking of when vou read my
leteer.

1 know that there can be things worse than war,
but 1 alo agres with Franklin thar
3 good war. or a bad peace.
who said

answers 1o your

there
And with Wellingtor
“the next dreadful thing to a battle lost 1
a batele won.™ And with Bovee, who declared “every
war involves 1 greater or less relapse into barbariem
War. indeed, in ity details, is the essence of \
It dehumanizes It mav save the State, b
the citizen

While admitting the subject to be 4 largs one, |
hope that you now understand better
writing an editorial entitled
Peace: Spend
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ut it destroys

my reasons for
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With best personal regards,
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SOME DAY WE WOULD LIKE to sec 2 comparative state.
ment of the per capita costs of operating Birmingham
a8 against other communities of 1 near-size. We sug-
gest thae the City Commission use some of the spare
time of some of its cmployees to make chis investiga-
tion.

"FISHWORMS CAN'T SEE RED” says 2 bulletin from the wa

U. S. Depe. of Agriculture, in Washington. "They
can’t see any color, 'cause I've wsed 'em tryin” to get
fambow trout in many
Starr, local trout expert

streams,” moans Harry S,

Mo sPinrT is the attitude taken by a gang of cowards
who do the ching they're al afraid to attempe indi-
vidually.
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Tugwell’s RA Issues a Report,
Explaining Tts Many Activities

BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

W:\S"Y?\'GTO —The Reset-

tlement Adminlstration. un-
der Dr. Rexford G. Tugwell. fa
sometimes referred to In .
Ington as the "adminis
nobody knows.”

Unlike most New Deal agen-
cles, efforts of which are con-
fined to a single problem or
phase of federal activity, Recet-
tlement f< concerned with a wide
variety of problems. The senne
and complexity of fts activities
have led to eonsiderable eriti-
sfsm—some well-founded.  but
much based on general misun-
derstanding of fts program.

An elaborate “interim™ repart
Issued recently explains the
aims and progress of the Reset-
tlement Administration, usually
referred to as RA.

The report shows the
major phases of the program to

<h-

ation

three

1. Purchase of millions n?
acres of submarginal land for
conversion to proper usages—

forests. grazing

wild life conser
sanctuaries,
2. Transfer of thousands ot
families from bad to good
land, and experiments in
transferring urban familie

ruralized suburban comm

ties,

3. Rehabilitation of hun-
dreds of thousands of farmers,
by loans and by farm and
home management advice,
thereby reducing rural relicf
rolls, plus emergency grants2o
other distressed farmers.

..

A has been allocated §:
000.000 trom the four-bi
dollar work relief fund. Of
$72.813.000 has been spent.
Under the first phase, the gov-
ernment is buying 9.343.000
acres of the estimated 100.000.-
000 acres of sub-marginal land
in this country. More than 55.-
000 men trom the relief rolls are
converting the purchased land.
Total cost is expected to approx-
imate $50.000,000.

About 6000 tamilies living on
this submarginal land are to be
established. If they so desire, in
rural resettlement projects. Oth=
ers who sell their land will be
able to relocate themselves,

lion=
th

THE rescttlement program fn-
volves establishment of rural
os of 50 to 500 hames

each. These will be tha conter
of farm s tirre 1ands. Nine-
te-twn ench projects now are

completed. under construction,
e final plans approved,
40-vear renavment plan,

with 2 per eent interest on the

processing. and
of erops

and will be subject to Incal tax-
This part of the prozram In-
cludes the much-criticized enh-
sistence homesteads. which RA
fnherited from the old division
of subsistence homesteads in the
Department of Interior. Planned
as acricultural-industrial com-
munities. they cost much more
than estimated. and the Indus-
tries rv tn nrovide em-
not moved in.
..
ar are the four

ATORE spec

“greenbelt™ cuburban recet-
flement communities. where
thousands of city workers. with
annual incomes of §1200 to

$1500. will be re-housed in rural
lacations at low cost. The homes
are expected to rent for about $8
a month a*room.

reh ation  program,
ving loans totaling $94.000.-
to some 600.000 farmers. s

the biggest RA job The reha-
bilitation theory 1s that It I3
cheaper and more humane to
ad will
tarm families

2 than it is to keep

ef.

rmers who cannot bor-
here else can get loans

Mortgages and liens
e taken on property and crops.
ard the farmer agrees to opera
his farm In accordance with
good agricultural advice and a
budget which takes into consid~
eration probable expenditures
nd probable income.
S
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Statistics show that, in 1934,
world rubber shipments totaled
1010.000 tons and excceded
sments of all previous years,
but that may be stretched a bit.
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