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You Can’t Help Being
Happy, —

Nothing new has been said about the right way to
be happy for at least nmincteen hundred years. But
some ideas have been set in type which deserve time,
ink and good paper to again bring to public attention.

Marcus Antonius, grandfather of Mark Antony,
was a3 Roman: lawyer and orator.
was said o be the equal of the great speakers of
Greece. He wrote the following recipe for happiness:

“If thou worked at that which is before thee, with-
out allowing anything else to distract thee, but keep-
ing thy divine part pure as if thou shouldst be bound
to give it back immediately,—if thou holdest to this,
expecting nothing, fearing nothing, but satisfied with

thy present activity according to nature, and wich |

heroic truth in every word and sound which thou
utterest, thou wilt live happy. And there is no man
who is able to prevent thi

The Soviet Recognizes Love
Some years ago, when the Soviet Union flashed into
the political sky, its advent was taken s a sign of
evil days ahead for the rest of the world. Reports of
violent attacks upon religion, the home, and all in
stitutions in any way associated with normal existence
in capitalist countries, convinced many outside ob-
servers thae che Bosheiks were wild and. running
amuck

While The Eccentric did not, and does not, defend
the excesses connected with the initiation the
Soviet program, such attacks were to be expected at
the beginning of the new order in Russia.

Particularly incensed were the fathers and mothers
of the world who read that the Soviet Union had dis-
avowed marriage and assumed control of all children
25 pawns of the new State. Divorce was made easy,
and, in general, the scandards and safeguards which
society, through many centurics, had erected 0 pro-

of

/Blessed Collar Buttons!

A Boston man used one collar button for 20 years,
lost it, advertised a reward for its recovery, has the
button again, and is very happy. Only men can really
appreciate that chap’s satisfaction over having re-

Happenings
of Long Ago

covered the article that, undoubtedly, caused him 10
walk and crawl many miles as, from time to time, he

searched for it beneath bureau or bedstead when it
r

would slip from his fingers while inserting it in
shirt. Here, fellows, is one sort of masculine joy that
the fair sex never will be able 16 inheriz.

Henry George'’s Single Tax

We notice some discussion of the Henry George Single
Tax idéa. Back in 1931 and 1932, when everyon:
scemed to be groping for something to stop the appal-
ling effects of the deflation period, the writer indulged

1 few spare hours in the reading of the George writings |

on the subject. It wasn't hard to understand how his
book, “Progress and Poverty” had attracted world-
wide attention.

Likewise it wasn’t difficult to understand why his

| theory met with the concerted opposition of those

already entrenched in the established economic order
then set up in the early 907s. His declaration,

“Everywhere, in all times, among all peoples, the
posession of land is the base of aristocracy, the foun-

dation of fortunes, the source of power,” discloses the
objective of the tax idea he sought to establish. Nat-
ural resources, land, water power, mincral and oil
rights, all were toremain the possession of all the peo-
ple, who would then reap the fruits.

Unlike some of the present day contenders for a
new order, Henry George did not seck to establish
government in competition with private business. Pri-
vate initiative was to have full sway, but capital would
have to pay for the usc of the natural resources it used
and consumed. This payment, in the form of a land
tax, the single tax, would be used to support all the
functions of government. There was to be no other
fax.

That sounds far-fetched, in this day when so many
new taxes have been devised, yet Henry George en-
deavored to disclose in his book how it could be done.
And he enlisted the following of millions of supporters
all over the world.

All private fortunes have been built from the soil.
Everything, as 3 matter of fact comes from the soil.
Yet the government originally gave away the land,
in the expectation that the taxes paid on the improve
ments on the land would be used to support the gov-
ernment. George contends that this form of tax is
really a tax on labor because every time a building is
erected, it is taxed. He would not have taxed the im-
provements, but only the use of the land itself.

Those extracting oil from the earth would pay a
royalty; likewise those who took lumber or minerals;
or those who use water power rights to develop elec-
tricity, would pay in proportion to what they used.

e have strayed a long ways from the path he
advocated; much of the natural resources have been
exhausted and the land, worthless, has been returned,
tax delinquent. Our troubles started when the govern-
ment had no more cheap land to sell or give away.

George belicved, with De Tocqueville, that "A new
and fair division of the goods of this world should
be the main objective of those who conduct human
affairs.”

(mubl: always started when the possession of the land

tect family hfe were ruthlessly d

The latest news from the Soviet mdu.m-\ that there
has been a change in attitude toward the family. This
is evidenced by an official report based on a study of
alimony gases. Strange to say, the document stresses
the concept of love in marriage. and emphasizes the
seriousness with which Soviet couples now enter upon
that relationship.

F. Urina, woman prosecutor and author of the
report, declares that “love is the basis upon which
Soviet marriage is built” and insists that “the new
. phase in family life will set in only when there will

come a generation of men wha have never bought
woman's love on material basis, and a new gencration
of women who have never sold their love on mate-
rial grounds.”

How The Wheels Go Round

You may study civics until you are sad in the face
and you won’t get the inside “dope™ on what makes
a political party tick. At least so says Edward J.
Flynn, Bronx democratic boss.

Because he feels that popular education for effective
citizenship needs supplementing by a practical poli-
tician he recently consented to tell part of what he
knows to the students of Columbia University.

Sir Wilber Rides Again

That scrange, clanking sound that salutes the spring
ze is not, as you might suspect, a boiler factory

on the move. It is the glad, promising sound inci-

dent to the stately progress of the Knight in Shining

Armor, Wilbur M. Brucker. panoplied i full arras ;

and riding to battle once again, with his visor down
(Wilber can talk through his visor as well as through
his hat, or better), his cuirass polished, his greaves
gleaming and his lince bearing the heartening de-
vice, “A bas Jim Couzens!”

Tt's collossal, in a small wa

Of course, if you get up real close you can see
that the armor has been subjected to intensive re-
pairing. The region just north of the pistol pocket.
s0 dented in by the kicks of ungrateful voters in the
massacre of 1932, has been bumped back mto plice
with loving care by an expert fender repairer—good
armorers are scarce nowadays—and then simonized
until you can see your face in 1t, if that's your idea
of fun. Wilber has a new lance; the old one was
shattered beyond repair when it got caught in a
voting machine in the Year of the Big Wind. And
who is Wilber going to assail with his lance? You'll
die laughing; Wilber is going to unseat Jim Couzens
with it.

Well, it's going to be more darn fun. Hitch up
early and drive in to the county seat the day of the
primary. The court house square will be full of re-
porters, city slickers who ride on steam trains and
eat boughten meat every day of their lives, all there
to hear lhe golden, if somewhat adenoidal, voice of
Wilber giving Jim hail Columbia. If it's 2 bright.|
sunshiny day, Wilber's armor will glitter like the

%,

mouth of Hades as he waves his arms and his tongue | and let the

h.

in fervent speec

in the hands of the few. The poor
znd oppressed suffered through generations, but al-
ways there came a time when they massed their forces
to strike back at the oppressors. That meant revolu-
tion and its attendant Blood shed, the price of 2 new
start.

Land was redistributed on a new basis. And then the
process started all over again—some lost what they
had wh:lc others acquired more and more and :hu

d until che p was again
in the hands of the few.

Here in the United States we have not reached that
point. There is still plenty of land for those who want
it. The concentration has been of the population in the
manufacturing centers, where, when the depression
set in, the unemployed had no land to turn to to eke
out a living.

It takes time to bring a change. The depression did
cause a turning back to the land, and it also was the
means of warning the industrialists of the danger of
centralizing their manufacturing activities in a single
area. This gives rise to the hope that the new order
will bring about an improvement, through a better
distribution of the carning power.—Joseph E. Stur-
geon in Delta Reporter.

Dox"t Fret Brcausk you can't say something new
A cook has a limited number of food substances to
combine in different ways.  An artist has 1 ver
limited number of colors to mix and adapt in dif-
ferent proportions.  The music writer hasn't a mil-
lion notes to try out. Besides there’s nothing new
under the sun—not even this view point

Practical Paragraphs!

By John Edain Prica

VALUE OF CHEERFULNESS

When the glum days come along it doesn't mat-
ter <o much whether or not you have a
account as it does whether or not you b
o

gives you good cheer as ¢
Moreover you

erfulness make a poor man rich
also makes a_dumb man joyously wise and ¢
Him T 6% hix doghnut iy wehore e weeping in
the ho!
Moreaver the cheerful person is good mannered
He may not know which fork to pick up first at 4
b n puts those near him at ease and
Pt e focl s e
en too the cheerful person is a good trave
He isnt in @ hurry just tg catch up with a goal. He
goes up little side’ roads for scenes others miss and
g or moun-
he hasn’t missed the wayside flowers nor the
insects disporting on pretty wings in the sunlight
And too, he is not too tired to take in the glories of
the sunset wherever he may have arrived at night-

all
Louisa M. Alcott used to say. “It is a part of my
religion to l.\.»x well after the cheerfulnesses of life
s shift for themselves.”

ot b d!
s this, from Charles Kingslev, who laughed a

There's only one thing that mars our joy in the g,-;,( deal, loved a lot and lived well.

prospect.

Will Jim find out that Wilber is running |

“The men who I have scen succeed in life have

against him? He will never learn it, we venture to #IWays been cheerful and hopeful men, who went

predict, from reading the voting returns—Grand
Rapids Chronicle.

TR W—

al\nu( their business with a smile on their faces and
the changes and chances of the mortal life

‘llke men, facing rough and smooth alike as it came.

Go back over all history and you find that ©
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FIVE YEARS AGO
Exactly 73 Baldwin H) )J\ Se
)rs are on the a.
A)u Birmingham Board nl I-
tion to be graduated at commence-

ment ceremonies to be held Thu
ay of next week.
Final arrangements were being
completed this morning by the

Birmingham post of the Americun
cgion and its auxlary for th
tertainment here this afte

n

and evening of close to 500 World
nd their wives at
trict Logion

Birming
persons for
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arre:
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during
the

cording  to

monthly

st opened
fents in  the

reachdd the first defin
in its history last
graduation exere

Christ Church Cranbrook, for the
fist senior class. The class num-
bered 19 boys.

Unless a group of women who
have been using Barnum Sch
Swimming pool for ori
ming classes is suce

ing $2000 within  the
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| WASHINGTON LETTER

Democrats Grab Early Lead

. With ‘Oh "‘<‘:'~:1<Button‘ Boys
BY SPECIAYL (O

\\ £ H]\(‘TU\ -

Bothpartics to +

cupporting their

petting them to join < ;: r.up' of <
or club for this or t gorg . church lead-
Tl blast in both camps . pists.

Organizviions set up with Mr

national committees to b Grorge Foster Peabod
pious vote, the labor vote, U vd bonker and trustee of the
independent or the pr

vote, are prep.
their bales of literatuie,
and medals.
The volume
such appeals to the gr

W York and a pioneer in
health nursing and soclal

fean instinct to join something
and wear its igsignia can be ex-
pected to rise steadily as the
campaign gets hotter.

The Democ ar v are

i
leading in formation of such or Ttk oo e prests
ganizations thus far, chi rather surprising list of
cause they have known organizers. One is Senator Ben-

who their ca
Three “non-part

to re-elect Fr
already
and a fourth

nett Champ Clark of Missourd,
who time mvl again, has opposed
sures in the Sen-

is con-

Herbert
. former ‘New York
nt

Bavard

abor vote,
observers feel will be 1
Roosevelt anyway, will be s

ard M. nr.nu h.  Swope

up by the Labor formerly was regarded as a bit-
1 ter anti-Roosevelt man,

Mrs. Caspar Whitnev, wealthy

: <ocial leader in New York, Hos-

ton. and Philadelphia, s another

John L. Lewis, of its organizers. A million

Mine Work
ney Hillman, head of the

members are to be asked to join
—no dues or contributions. Thev

gamated Clothing Worke will constitute themselves “com=

e mittees of one” to defend the

THE organization will make an - Roosevelt policies and doubtless
active campaign in  every to wear the club’s button

state, but will concentrate on  The Republicans have ot vet

such pivotal states as Pennsyl-  organized tancy

vania, New York, llinois, and  leagues, but soon you may es.
Ohio, where the labor mov pect lo be asked to join In-
1s strong. It has been h dependent Democrats Club for
that this organization might be the Republican cand

continucd after the election and
lead to the formation of an in-
dependent labor party in 1940.
A bid for tue church vote
being made through the

The Other Chap Says - - -

ment, a Support the Co:
Society, or whatever
candidate’s managers can think
up to attract voters,

13
ood

::k;. the r-;-'l \:\l[lvh-v <l N JUST qﬁour THE GOVERNOR ' :ity and not to be ligh
- t'"*l . -;L'{N‘ s ) In condeming Governor Fitz- with and he therefore 1o
! d expenditur gerald in an address at o Demo- That i< sbout all that o
e — rally in Mar recently said of the governor, He has dis
PLENTY { tinguished
- B T TN s h
A bit of fire on a chil making in various parcs of the
A couch in a cozy no <aid ton much untry have ed him
hree fat pillows against my back But there is not much room for space in th \Y'BI""
And a glamorous story book:  debate over the proposition that it is space ul
Two apples, some buns And a celery the present occupant of the gub- | view of the
stalk ernatorial char halds an office

And a steaming

pot of
And my little 1

!
dog

n b M-l

And 3 trailing velvet gown?
Trinkets and i be

bur-

carved in
A bed with a silken canopy.
Six lamps and a serving maid

+Just give me a bit of fire and a

couc
And a book of poetry,
Some sugared buns und a cclery

stal
And a steaming pot of t
T Beatrice McDonald

much too big for hlm and his main | actually
achieveme r has been in|  Th
proving ju : .
ernor may
but his execution
not go “‘out on
Schroeder predicts
tainly too bad that

tate ~lh' needs a Mose
in Iron

Frank Russell \!u.nu n

News

bu
!hx
can party in Michigan cannot call

Republi- ]\
led h
on a Groesbeck to handle
state’s badly befuddled affairs.
The governor's only boast is
that he has balanced the budget
He admits that he did it with the
sales tax and credits former Gov-
ernor Comstock with the courage
of enacting that levy. Yet in his
campaign for election the gover-
nor undertook to criticize the tax
and Mnrmx placards y
that
However, he
oath of oﬂ'ue he quickly learned

the

i “What fc
“Three dollar

surprised.

hates a lui ! r.”
Ike, dat's But I'd
lay wid a bad loser any

h

\.
rath

- the tax was something of a neces- | day dan wid any kind of winner?”
‘

Inie—Y
months more
n

| SOtb/’nJCSI

d to be

Irm PTAN Is

e vilest

political cig

He AJlu« Jobs in
Per ania Vi as Whip.”
Le a poor political
ng trom the “action”

WEPA projects
> of the 48 states have
civil service. but it's datficult to

el which they are by taliing

to police

N Pale 1s said to be
g g south ot the rate ot
about six inches a year. W.

don't like cold weather, either.

Since the representative from
Séuttle has received so much
publicity as an alleged furni-
ture wrecker, apartment own-
ers may give prospective rents
ers the check and Zioncheck

The clerk rmed  the boss

to see him.
looking?"

inf

Ca lady wi
s

she A4

@ ask
“Then show her
After the wom
~ sent for the

0 hud gone the
rk

. 1 thought she might
the clerk explained

" snapped the boss
Confession

Richard and 1 are truly

< with but a single

be dis-

more thar

11 had when we

Takes His Time
onder when Arthur i<

x
" He didn't propose ta

e for nearly u yes
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My Country‘;
‘Tis of Thee

R ——
By THEODORE H. MILLINGTON
etter or Wors

During the Roosev:
tration Congress has appro

for all government expenitures,
an to Jnn 1, 1937, the sumy of 32
hum George Washingfon, in

down through all the admin-

. inc.uding ull byt those
he World War, fongres-
spropriatioas totalled only

wondan and
Id since Mu 1943, /the total
appropriations have been|$260 per
capita ar $1.118 per family.
xh‘» |mlr ic federal debt
66, Oh May 31,
r\ A nu debt noned
115, The net figure
EER (mxpnu-d
amounted to $7,-
Therefore, the total
1937 will be $37,
To this naturally will

ppropriations

added

more  apgpropriations
\\In.h will be made | before this
congress adjourns und by the next

That ix then a total federal debt
for every man, woman und child
as follows: $295 24 per capita or

26932 per family and $739.78

per worker. And it will be more,
The problem of how to pay this
debt confronts every person in this

The wnngal income for
per capita, $337, per
G, and per’ family $1,-
The gove nnfent annual ex-

cpnse s $51.50, per
and per family,
The nugional wealth i3

00/ per capita

deby “figu:

nelude any state, county,

school o other | local tax
Roosevelt is reclected will he, or

can he, stap this growing debt?
—

Senator Couzens Fights
Senator Couzens' broade
was u cleur and
atement of the facts in con
tion with the pepding tax bill
1non of the Bill is

His

ch T Helieve
tee of Cdngeess, in cooperation
with the Treapury, should study

for at least a yeur or
then present its facts and

o[ the congr he
partment, no matter

)(‘ sod intentions, came be-

te finance committes

r 0 propusal which

<wemed to me fo have hud the. least
study and ) less defensible
than any proposal for taxes since
I have beenla member of con-

wre

It i reported that the Senator
will fillibuster to kill it if any at-
i made by the administra-

ton to force the passage of the
bill Anyone that is interested, can
obtain a copy of the Senator's
address from his Washington of-
fice. It in reprinted in the con-

ressional Hecord for Muy 27, on
Page 1946, .
Sendtor "takes the position

t not only 15 unfair to the
Il corporation, but s likely ta
government income, be-
cause it will function to reduce
taxes on large corporations. As
sxual the Senator is the friend of
the small man and the small cor-
poration and contrary to gomsip he
dues not faver tax-free bonds. -
his copy of
Couzens’ to anyone inter-
exte

Hu Handic.
win an argument

.. It was years ago.’
 was it about?”

“I cannot remember exactly.
But I do temember very distinctly
that we were laying carpets and
her mouth was full of tacks at the
time "

Na Modern Gadg
A fon daye after a farmer had
placed hig two children in a school
a agent called on him and
aid: “Now that your children go
1o school you ought to buy them
an encyelopedia.”

n encyclopedia?
wax the reply.
like 1 did.”

Hurmd lf I llo
wt them walk,

r

\.
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