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Uhe Birmingham Eccentric| e Fine Art of Walking
Have you ever learned how to walk? Probably not,

(Founded in 1878) because the art has been well nigh lost—like the art
hed ev st Birmingham, Mich. In The| of conversation. .
Fecentric Bullding, 120-222 North Woodward Avenue

Telephones 11, 12, wnd 13
'GEORGE R. AVERILL
EDWIN G. WHITNEY
PAUL NEAL AVERILL
ARTHUR N. WINGERDEN
CLAUDE E. WALKER

If you are spending your vacation in the country
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cake up walking. You will be well repaid.

But before you start, you ought to read up on the
Manager | literature of walking. Oh yes, there is a literature
of walking and a very charming literature it is.
Have you read, for instance, William Hazlitt's de-
lightful essay "On Going a Journey?” Robert Louis
Stevenson, whowas no mean walker himself and
who wrote "Walking Tours,” declared there should
be a tax levied on all who have not read Hazlitt
And while vou're at it, look up Holliday's "Walking
Stick Papers,” Brocks' “Journeys tc Bagdad,” Tre-
yai| velyan's “Walking,” Vachel Lindsay's “Handy Guide
" | for Beggars™ and Christopher Morley's “The Art of

Entered as Second Class Matter in the U. S. Postoffice at
Hirmingham, Michigan
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jacrind Sk oaconsni T Walking

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 1936 . Hazlite and .Stevenson belonged to the “lone
[ walkér” school. 1f you take up walking you will
soon decide cither to string along with them and
walk alone or to follow in the footsteps of that other

to
‘The Eccentric is pleased to publish stories 7-' events
¢ news value and which are written by persons not
connected with th ol

) copy must
The right is

el &
STl chansel 0 % great pedestrian, William Wordsworth, and joia the
e s aper
|t lhe syl of the BaPer| Canks of those who like company when they walk.

aitua headiin:

imeentnichl ituaton In the Compcaing roor¥hesdines it | 1¢is really 2 momentous decision to make, whether

Any erroneous reflection upon the character, standing or| to be'a lone walker or to share your rambles. Listen

tation ot uay pereon., s hare

meenin tha coumna ol The | to Hazlite:

TeZied upon heing broaght to the atteation of, the publisher. | "One of the pleasantest things in the world is
" g going a journey; but | like, to go by myself. 1 can

Holding Qur Own enjoy seciety in a room; but out of doors, nature is

And Gaining

When a water pipe bursts or the roof suddenly
develops a bad leak, we are glad that there are men|
in Birmingham who can capably come to our rescues
Everyone is glad that we ha
especially in emergencies

company enough for me. T amthen never less alone
than when_ alone. : .2

“I cannot sce the wit of .walking and talking at
the same time. When | am in the country, 1 wish o
vegetate like the country. I am not for criticizing

hedge m»’\S\n\_ll black cattle. 1 go out of town in

¢ our own stores—

=

" order to forgerthe town and all that is in it

A community that has-men of various trades, By there Yare other questions you will want to
businesses and professions in its midst is fortunate. | secele if you walk. A weighty one s, shall you carry
indeed. a stick? The preponderance of opinion seems to favor

There is, however, a tendency now-a-days on the | carrying  stick but one that is picked up along the
part of some to go to the larger centers to shop.| way rather than one brought from home. Personally,
The variety is sometimes a litele better and the trip| we like to sclect a stout staff_of just the proper
is pleasant. length and swing it, clipping off the heads of daisies

While we realize that everyone likes to get out| and buttercups, and now and then letting go with
occasionally and sometimes it appears necessary to| 3 resounding whack against a tree.
employ outside tradesmen, the cditar of The Eccen-  Another important problem concefns —thinking,
tric feels that our own best interest points to local but this one ought o solve itself according to your
loyalty. nature. The question is whether to plod along en-
Expert craftsmen and professional men have found rossed in choughts and dreams or o leave the mind
it necessary to leave other communities because peo- | felaxed but the eyes alert to the passing landscape.
ple did not turn such business as they could their Then there is the matcer of ‘sing
way. Then naturally, they missed them in emergen- VT tramped 1|‘0r\c on a country road with no audi-
cies. ence save the birds and ficlds and an occasional cow,
Lt us not make that mistake in Birmingham. As| and bellowed a marching song. the crunch of your
the home is the natural center of community life| oots in the dirt keeping time with the cadence of
and loyalty, so are communities the vital Life giving the song? If not, you have missed a glorious sense of
centers of what is best in national life. freedom that you can get nowhere in town. Of
Intelligent selfishness would therefore appear to €ourse, you will find \‘l‘)lkcr‘ who claim :I.m nature
point to the practicility of buying at home and em- should be approached in silent awe but we've always
ploying community workmen. suspected that those people could not endure the
sound of their own voices.

. It should not be necessary to say that walking
Sappy Days Are Here Again should be done off the travelled highways. Only a
That's the way the crabby office bachelor put it dirt road or a woodland trail is conducive to real
when he read that in two boroughs of New York| walking pleasure.
City June brides led 1,358 more grooms to the altar|  After you have served your time as a novice, you
than were wedlocked last year. Crabby dotes on the| will naturally wish to take up the more advanced
divorce scandals so he docsn’c realize that there are| forms of the art, such as walking in the rain and
many men who have been married many years who| walking in town. Those arc subjects for another
can say as did Elbert Hubbard, "I have never fully| time, however.
analyzed the mind of the woman I love, for there| We venture to predict that if you take up walking
is always and forever an undissolved residuum of | seriously this summer, you will be so enchanted that,
wit, reason, logic, invention and comparison bub-| like Hazlitt, you would “like well enough to spend
bling forth that makes association with her a con-. the whole of my life travelling abroad, if I could
tinual delight. | have no more sounded the depths anywhere borrow another life to spend afterwards
of her soul than I have my own. at home."—The Michigan Bell.
dt“Wh“ she will say and what she will do arc
lightful problems; only this, that what she says i i
and what she does will be regal, right, gracious, kind- | Cubic Inch Weighs A Ton
ly—tempered with a lenity that has come from suf- A star, some 210,000,000,000,000 miles from the
fering, and charged with a sanity that has enjoyed, carth, has been identified by astronomers as a “white
and which knows because through it plays unvexed | dwarf” and its denseness is sa great that a cubic inch
the Divine Intelligence that rules the world and car- ©f its substance would weigh a ton.
ries the plancts in safety on their accustomed way| There are any number of “smart” readers who will
—this [ know. ¥ conclude that the facts related above are based more
“Having such a wife as this, [ do not chase the upPon astronomical imagination than upon scientific
ghosts of dead hopes through the graveyard of my conclusions.  Not understanding the methods of
dreams. She has proved herself an idesl mother in modern science and unable to follow ics calculitions
that all-brooding tenderness and loving service which | they insist that the results are uncertain.
is contained in the word Mother. She, of all mothers,| Of course, scientists sometimes make mistakes but,
realizes that the mother is the true teacher: that all| 35 3 keneral rule, their findings are reliable, even when
good teachers are really spiritual mothers, 1 married | dealing with objects so many miles away that it takes
a rich woman—one rich in love, loyalty, gentleness, | IEht traveling 186,000 miles a second, thirty-five
insight, gratitude, appreciation—one who caused me| Y€ars o cover the span from carth to star.
at thirty-three years of age to be born again.” D
While it may be true that some men do not ap- Tiost Wio Starss the duty of going to church of -
preciate their wives, it is certainly true that “Crab- ten forget the development of the love of going to
by," the office bachelor, cannor appreciate what he church
has never had.

Freedom Abroad

Practical Paragraphs

By John Edwin Price

Newspapers the other day recounted the experience of
a Frenchman who was sent to jail for shouting "Heil,
Hitler.” c
. SUCCESSFUL WORRYING
Now comes news from Germany that a family of
N 5 “Choose the thing most important to you and
five persons has been sentenced to prison for two seek that first. This is the dynamic rule of success-
years because they listened to a broadcast from Russia. | ful worry. ays David Seabury in Cosmopolitan,
Freedom abroad seems to consist of nothing except l},"'i“l"“ Iy in the s Wit article, “1f y““ :"""']"’
the right to s . | y ind new happiness in life, you must decide what
g upport the government in power. things will bring you that happiness. If you are in
EE—— doubt u(t' your true goal you must trust your intui-
tions. If you cannot find « specific answer, go with
Emulate The Horse-Fly your inner longinga. I the work you most desive to
Never become so discouraged that you lose your de- | 49 .
site to leap from where you may be to something more m,,:k"‘:‘"""',“\";"1"“{”"“;‘”h‘“"ﬁ ),f‘,;’“:‘}“"“ht,’“'" thit
s rom where y ying to carve out carcers alo e lines tha
desireable. We can't always be just where we want to father did without his qualifications. Others are
Ut we can use our present stopping place to get unable to make the gears of their capabilities mesh
t0 2 becter one. Take courage from the illustracion With those on the line of power because they bave
of the horse fly who, N LTEON pleasure car cog spacings and they won't work with
y who, making the mistake of Iighting {ryck teeth. But Aunt Lucy thought that it would
ugon an automobile radiator cap, sat there until the be nice to try. !
motorist had to drive into the village blacksmith shop!  Of course a person’s natural inclinations may
for mechanical repaiss—whereupon the horse fly, Rot lead him into wark which will give bim fame
ovine Old Do . ® hore or amass a fortune. But the race should be grown
pying Old Dobbin, flew from iron to the horse. up enough by now so that it can more easily detect
—_— that these do not always mean happiness.
Again, people miss happiness bee
pect perfection from themselves.

As A BASEBALL commentator,
quite a suc

ey exe

iy the Dopester” was they
should no

ess; but as an observer at political con-
ventions, he was a frost. Even an “iffy machine” has we should not think we
its limitations, hasn'c it?

We
doubt be more miserable if we did not aim high but
d

are the only dnes who do

Mr.

function a
this way:
— . “Do not expect to achieve perfect success. .
Fiso Paemstonic ity Under Nebraska Sands” is an averase ratio of error'in ail conduck, Wh
..+ headline. Unless the federal budget is balanced should you escape it or blame yourself becuuse
soan, we prophesy that another headline will read: |$0) Sometimes fwil? Growth means a perpetual un-
“Great Nation Buried Under Catastrophic Deficit.” | [oamgnt, & struggle up where we have fallen
— We would qualify that statement somewhat by
Pexniars 1 France had“paid her war debts in pare, $8ing “Expect the best of yourself, but do not
she would not now be suffering internal riots. Or is| oo and, ity Take yourself to task when you foolish-
s not now be 5 ! 811y fail, hut never condemn yourself as hopeless be-
it true that “fifty million Frenchmen can't be wrong™? | cause of occasional falls."

100 percent Seabury puts it

Editor and Publisher | this year and are looking for 2 way to pass the time, |

1

tric is pleased to Lo
communications for this calumn.
thea

s and the Elephant

The jackass and the clephant
agreed battle

It was the m, don't you
see, the usual | v prat-
tle.

long cars;

the ja

The elephant is tipay;
ass slightly drunk

e so alike, it's silly, and

they haven't figured out

Just what it is, being so alike,
they ought to fight ahout.

is

he jackass says

lieves in the goo

tution.

But, being slightly stained, it
wught to have a slight ablu-
tion

The noble elephant agrees with
just a minor catch

Hé thinks the stains should be

torn out and mended w.th a

patch.

he be-

t
d Consti-

“No business restrictions by the
the law!™ s G 0. P.

But when Labor strikes in Kan-
sas, he calls out the whole N

Is Labor part of Business? Of
course not. Labor's vaunted

Only when 1ts silly votes are in
the state of being wanted,

Freedom of the Press with Jum-
bo is just a mental caps

When a paper firm controls his
vice-presidential paper.

Though they may seem against

us, both say that they are for
us,

So wave your flags

boys, and join in ¢

and ballots,

Chorus:
Which shall it he? Which <hall
it b
Tweedle-dum or Tweedle-dee?
Eeny, meenie, mincy, m

Around the ballot here we go!

Things you ought to know if
you want to know t truth:

17 Landon promised Kansas vot-

cent license tag. A man

eps his word?

Landon

tonal Guard
an: “Courag

the working-man?

4. The Chicago Dai
“hought into" v
paper firm wh
ex-managing-cdit

called out the

A\
Knox,

lisher of that journal.
of the Press?
1. Republican journalists have

been trying to efface by ridic
Farley's” statement (undiplomatic
as it was) that Landon was an un-
known from a typical prairie state;
Hearst makes a special visit t
Topekn to look the candidate over.
now. when did you first

hear of Landon? Before he first
began tooting his own horn for the
presidency?

5. Landon says a famly of thre
on relief can live on §1.0% a week
Commendable economy?
any of the above is
Jinging, it's still the truth
Look in your “This and That”
column of some weeks agn. Th's
isn't an exact quotation, but as
nearly as remember, it went
thing like this

“Mrs. Roosevelt will k in
Cleveland on world peace; in other
words: ‘Let Frankic lead us to
Utonia.”

Mrs. Roosevelt was an authority
on that subject long before Bir-
mingham parvenus even surmised

THE WINDING ROAD

i

P —
\PEQS:"\A[_]
PROPERTY |
TAX |

STATE|
X

=

that "twas a very wicked thing for
kill ane another. The
cowardly
as th
that rol
< of sub-par journalists.

If public rugged individual No.
1. Mr. Millingtam, c: to answer
the statements as listed in this let-
ter ahout Landon and Knox. let
him, but re er no personal-

ities, and no fibs, now!

In closing, I just want harely to
mention that I have yet t {an
editorial in the gagged pre -
mending the cour f n
Thomas™ speech before the Town
sendites,

ours for the truth no matter
how much mud is thrown :
WILLIAM €. RICHARDSON,
1014 Ft. Sheridan Avenue,
Hightand Park, Oinois.
P.S. I'm paid $1260 a year to help
take care of CCC me B}
which probably comes under you
heading of boon-doggling, which
ou  probably v
you and everyo
public works n 1933, Q!
Philadelphia Record, M
again indefinitely).
em rad
nent is
rgeney

ting the
. 19

Lete. .
still what it was, the em

I unempl

still exists

w.oCR
old Stufl
“Well, Willi, your sister and [
lare going to be married. How's

that for new
“Shucks<! You just

finding that

Its certainly raining
't

| 1 just step-

h «
ped

in a poodle.

i Random Remarks

Rebert V. Fleming, President
American Bankers' Association:
3 bill is introduced in

t

s oan i
< a demand
lution to correct or
condition.”

Harold L. Icke:

ctary of the
Interior
“The position of the Negro in
cur present econpmic life must he
disturbing to the soul of Abraham

Lincoln.

William Lemke,
didate
The' s

President

preme Court has
Constitution about one.
time and violated its

the
the

plain
terms in an equal number of othec
decisions.”

. Ray B. Westerfield, professor, Yale

Universit

“The danger of inflation that|

there is in our eountry is the ex

pansion of bank deposits.

J. Edgar Hoover, Chicl of the!

G-men:
“The wnddrworld has learned
is not u paying

Ernest Hemmingway, author
“In a modern war, there is no

sident, University

nd:
“Radicalism in any form will
nat be permitted to be taught and
the curriculum will include “only
those things that are good.”

L

WASHINGTON LETTER

‘Keep Your Eye on Louis Glavis'
Is the Word About Washington

BY SPECIAL CORKESPONDENT

\".\SIIINGTON, — Louis R

Glavis has started on his
new job of investigating primary
and election campaigns for the
senatorial campaign investigat-
ing committee, and several
members of the official family
have stopped worrying. It may
be, however, that a few of the
boys here still have something o
frot about besides the Washing-
ton heat.

Glavis — sleuth-hero  of the
Teapot Dome scandal, the notori-
ous “Mexican documents” ex-
pose, the Ballinger affair, and the
“power trust” and Ku Klux -
vestigations—has been ferreting
out graft for the Public Works
Administration and the Depart-
ment of Interior the last three
years.

The word Is that Glavis and

hanging up a tine score against
political crooks, oil company lob-
byists, shady PWA employes.
code chiselers, and would-be
gralters, have spread through e
great many New Deal agencies
in addition to PWA, encounter-
. ng ma interesting facts in
their meanderings. Some ob-
servers think Glavis might
cause the admimistration mucn
embarrassment in the campaign
should he be inclined to take a
few potshots at those respon
ble for his exit from PWA.

TLAVIS' job, of chief Investi-
gator for Secretary-Adminis-
trator Harold L. lckes. has been
tottering since the time, months
ago, when Glavis squared off
with Ebert K. Burlew. Burlew.
No. 1 counsellor to Ickes. has
been responsible for departure
of several bigh officials under
Ickes.

But Glavis is a fair-haired boy
around the White House. The
president will have special as-
signments for him, in addition to
his investigations for the Senate
committee. And Burlew is none
too popular with F. D. This
is the foundation for continued
rumors of an impending shakeup
in the Interior Department after
election, involving, perhaps.
Ickes himself.

Ickes, however, will be aclve
in the campaign. He still finds
himself in the good graces of the
chief exccutive. Should Roose--
velt be returned to the presi-
dency, lckes seems certain 10
keep his cabinet and PWA
posts. Just now Burlew appears
as the logical target for the
wrath of the higher-ups.

e

So, by sitting tight, Glavis may
watch Burlew's departure and
be put to no trouble to “get his
man” His triends say that
Glavis will not remain silent for
lonz it Burlew continues in his
post. The strife between the
two has been too bittef.

For the time being./both men
will go industriously about their
chores. Glavis, as Js his habit,
may uncover something in the
way of campaign gxpenditures.

Under the cglm. however,
there will be a t¢nse atmosphere
about the Depgrtment of Inte-
rior. Memory goes back 28 years
to the Ballinger scandal when
Glavis. then /a youngster, dared
1o tell the truth and became the
storm centgr of the department
This ts not to say there is any-
thing abgut PWA or the Interiof
Department comparable to the
Ballinggr affair. But Glavis' at-
titude / and actions will bear
watching just the same.

| ment is al

‘My Country,

By T.H. M

Is Everything New Always Good?
1f you ask any New Pealer for
an opinion on the political out.
ok he is almost sure to say
“This is a chang nz world.” And
after this original remark he will
probably a d d
0 vern-
ment has got te
be changed: we
are living in ¢
new era; this i
a machine age
mass-pro
duction a g .

.
the
inventions by
which man has
conquered  na
ture, the ele

T.HMILLINGTON | b time and

Now if one asks in just what
aay we must change, leaving the
rest of the world out and confin-

this_suggested change to the
e, the difficulty

he says, “the
e

Constitution must be changed

Tyt try to get him to state a con-
ent, and pur friend
a far-away look, He

the now classic
we have a
itution,”
all is blank
Secretary Wallage Uncertain
Fven H A. Wallace i his
American Way" in
rent Scribner's says on that

What kind of statecraft
required does not yet ap-
But they all are sure
changes are coming. In other
words, the New Dealers are sure
we are on the way..but they don't
know are going

Lost n the Dark

I wonder, dear reader, if you
been lost at night on a
ad? This writer once
had such an_experience going to-
ward New York City on the Bos-
ton Post Road. 1 said he
knew every tu
along the road

where w

tree
ny suggestion by
the writer that the direction look
ed doubtful met with a scornful
veply. Finally, when we discover-
ed that the moon and stars had
disconcertingly retre; the
rear of the car and from left to
1ight, the driver consented to ask
the driver of an approaching wag-
on for directions. We found then
that we were on the road to White
Plains, und were di d back to
the Post Road.

The driver, however, after go-
ing some distance, said that he
a short-cut and took it. Im-
mediately the stars and the moon
began to shift, and when on my
insistance we once more hailed an
early morning milk  wagon; we
found ourselves again on the way
to White Plains. This happened
several times and continued until
day-light enabled us to read the
road-signs. .

New Dealers Lost in the Dark

This experience with a cocksure
driver reminds the writer of tie
cocksureness of the New Deal
drivers. They have started in many
directions, but invariably the Con
stitutional milk-wagon has shown
they they were on an unconstitu-
tionul road and were headed for
more deficits, more Federal debis
and unlawful undertakings.

Better Put the Cards on the Table

If the New Dealers want to
change the Constitution, that is
their privilege—provided they can
get cnough support in Congress
and among the forty rvight stat:s
to carry an amendment. That 11
the way other changes have b
made. The Prohibition amendment
was carried and also later repeal-

¢, and the effort was
v legal and constitutiona!
opportunity for an ad-
s open to anybody

lor group if they are strang enough

to gain the majority necessary for

it. It is not the trying for a
change that is wrong, it is the
driving around in ‘the dark and

sniping at the Congtitution that s
wrong.
Who Is Dumb?

course, Donald Richherg
are too danmmed
but are we to
suppose that the New Deal direc
tors believe that they have heca
n a constitutional road withot
knowing that they were net? IT

* changing conditio

*Tis of Thee...

s0, some of the “duml
long to the Admin:stra \

If they want che Fedecal Geve\
ernment to fix s and hours
| within the State; it they want Un-
{ion Labor to be able to dictas
terms of employment to corpora-
tions; if they want to limit corpo-
ration profit; if they want Wash-
ington to dictate who shall be gev-
ernors of States; if they want the
“general welfare” phrase in the
| Consttution to mean any kind of
welfare the Pre. t is
good for us; if they want the right
o use the taxing power to oppress
one class of citizens for the bene-
fit of a more servile type; if they
" to {un very little hamlet in
country—W| y
Why don’t they frame amende
ments to grant these powers an
let the peopl argue it out?

| the

Dec

Even Henry Wallace in  the
article referred to admits that “the
Constitution belongs to the peo-
ple,”" therefore they are the ones
to decide and not the tmporary
politicians, who may be in the
headlines today and in oblivion to-
morrow.

L d But Loat
It is slightly disconcerting to
hear learned men—(and the New

Dealers admit they are that)—dis-
course on the need for new forms
of government to meet new and
ns, and yet have
them admit, as Wallace does in his
article, that they don't know what
they ought ta he.
Is the Old So Bad?

What is wrong with the old
ideas and the established order,
anyway? Barring mistakes, it has
made a far better place to live
and work in during the 150 years
of Constitutional government than
hias existed or now exists in any
of the countries whence our popu-
lation came.

One is forced to feel that the
worst mistake made has been the
production in our universities of
a type of men who place so sub- 5
lime a value upon their own ideas *
that they consider themselves jus-
tified in circumventing constitu-
tional government by coercion
and with the peoples’ money de-
tauching the electorate. 1f the
will frame constitutional amend-
ments and are able to obtain sup~
rort for them in the way provided,
then the rest of us will have to
conform, for it will then be the
luw of the land. If we don’t like
it we may emigri the
reople who built this government.
They did not like their home gov-
crnment, but instead of /attempt-
ng to alter it, they came to Amer-
ica and built one to their own lik-
ing. Thus far, neither the Presi-
dent nor anyone else holds any
mandate  from the people
change that government. The New
Dealers simply stole ‘Al Smith’s
heer wagon and rode to town on
it.

Every Ceasay has his Brutus—
and every U. §. President has his
| final November.

A Few More Years.
When all our little trees and
| shrubs grow tall,
So that there's shady plac
Betweon the sunny spaces
Wide leafy onsis where we
an «it to rest beneath a tree
To read u book, or perhaps just
lie at euse

And feel the friendly hreeze—
| 1'shall not mind because our house
[""is small.
| In summer I'll not stay indoors at
| m

When all our lovely little trees

grow tall.

Beatrice MeDonald.

Jest For Fun

Sufficient
Friend Wife—What do you
men know about women's clothe:
n .

yway?
Fricnd Hubby—The price. -

Mrs. Newedd—Darling, this i3
my first pie!

Mr. Newedd—Ohh, = what a
treasure- Let's keep it, instead of
| cating it.

Ace

“Johnny, if your little brother
Ihas five apples and you take two
| from him, what will be the re-
sult?”

|7 9A diekin®.
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"Your Bank in Birmingham”
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