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Can The World ®void A Drift
Towards Communism?

Labor applied to the min produces wealth; wealth is *

distributed among people by direct exchange of
goods produced or, as in most of the world, by the
lnmfﬂ of the medivm of exchange, called monzy and
eredit. When a vast portion of people are unible to
find employment, government says: “We won't let
anybody starve or suffer unto death.” So government,
through the power of taxation, gets money or credit

*with which to distribute food, clothing, and shelter
to the needy. In the tremendous weapon of taxation,
ALL citizens of the United States are assured of at
least a few scraps of food, 3 few tattered clothes, 2
rude shelter.

Such is the political power in a democracy! Political
frmiom is the eventual guarantee of economic free-
dom!

Slowly, but with deadly certainty, the world is
drifting toward systems of economic control that
ofier greater and more continuous distribution of
food, clothing, and shelter! Russia has Communism;
Traly boasts of Fascism; Germany bows to Naziizm;
Japan is proud of its impenalistic militarism; many

other countries have other forms of despotism, cachs

designed in the basically altruistic endeavor to pro-
vide food, clothing, and shelter for human beings.

Great Britain for two decades has had its dole,
along with very considerable of permanent unemploy-
wment; the United States is in the first stages of the

rmanent dole—unless our political and cconomic

leaders apply 3 form of economic cruth that allows
to have access to the land—for it is in, on, and
from the land that wealth is produced.

Hunger and distress are terrible evils upon which to
build any form of civilization. In their wake lic ruin,
desolation, barrenness,

Solving Unemployment
The Smpressive address of James R. Adams, local
resident, of MacManusy John & Adams, Inc., Detroit |
advertising ageocy, given recently before the Bi
minghiny Rotary ¢lub, proves that modern business
executives. are doing same serious thinking about the!
causes.and cure of cconomic depressions. Mr. Adams’|
ualk was 3 masterful presentation of the problem, al-
disagreement naturally exists among people as
‘to his suggested remedy. It seems to us, however, that
when successful business men like Mr. Adams begin
to seek remedies for economic mal-adjustment there
ds.great promise that this problem may be overcome, |
fw, afeer all, it devolves considerably upon the pro-
the nation’s goods to create more success-
lulmnhodl of distributing them, without the devas- |
tating periods of depression and unemployment.

Obtain Life Insurance

One of the saddest situations in life is to find oneself
without funds in time of great need. Which causes |
s to suggest the value of adequate life insurance for |
e who can afford it—and few can afford to|
g0 without it if they earn anything regularly. No
breadwinner has a right to declare that he is mrcllp5
gently. protecting his loved ones unless he has in his|
the guarantee of 3 relisble insurance com-

pany that his dependents will be given some measure of|
security upon his death, 1

Ef)oﬁevelt Is Sincere

you.- think that President Rm\clu pohcm
the American

“Room At Top” For Ambmovs
Youth Is Smaller Says Pitk: m'

There's still “room at the top™ for ambitiovs you
T | but, declares Walter B. Pitkin, famed author .,é "L-fz
Begins at Forty,” it is a smaller room than it pised to

People’é
Column

be. And instead of being in a gity per,/it may
be on main street of the old home town. |

Able young men and women today, Df. Pitkin
notes in the current Rotarian Magazine, should take
2 realistic view of the change, and recognize the fact
that it may be necessary for them to work longer than
did able youth of another generation at jobs requiring
less thap their full abilities. Progress up what he
describes as “the battered ‘old ladder of success,” is
apt to be slower than formerly, and wise youth will

cultivate local acquaintances and 3 knowledge of local | (o

affairs.

A 10-poine list of qualifications necessary for high-
grade young men and women who would reach the
room-at-the-top is offered by Dr. Pitkin:

1. Health
High energy
Persistence
Thoroughness
High technical training
soml sense—the ability 1o get along well with

Sch'-knou ledge, and sclf-understanding
. Adaptabilicy

Willingness to work for a lopg time ac jobs
requiring less than one's best abilities

A knowledge of local affairs and wide acquaint-
anceship with local people.
All of which, he adds, is based on the patent fact,
Today there is no room anywhere for millions who
are able and willing to work. It's important, even
though not plesant, to know that, in terms of mere
numbers alone, every young worker who has arrived
at working age since 1920 would be superfluous in
our existing economic system if everybody were to
use the latest and best and

10.

office by Tuesday noon for
PeTication the tatlowing Thers

SPENDING PRIZE MONEY
Jan. 13, 1936

Birmingham Eccentric

Eirmingham, Michigan

Dear Sirs: i

A member of our hameroom,
ace McLay, won seednd prize
in the War Essay contest.

At a homeroom meeting we de-
cided to give the writer of the
essay half of the money and keep
the other half for ourselves.

We bought a book for the room,
called “The Modern Encyclope-
dia,” edited by A. H. McDannala
and published by Wm. H. Wis
and company.

e thank you very much for
allowing us to enter the contest.
Even those who did not win
prize benefited by the discussion
of how to keep the United States
out of war.

Very truly yours,
Room 202, Adams School
By Ruth Shippey, Secretary.

1330 W. No. 38th Plece
California
y 9, 1036
Fditor, The Birmingham Ec:entric
Birmingham, Michigan

Dear

v
sue of December 30, 1935,
Dirmingham
article by

We have heard much of the youth problem—and
Cis a big problem, one that reaches around the world.
Granfying, however, is the intelligent interest busi-
ness and professional men are taking not only in coun-
selling youth but in actively helping them make
adjustinents."—From THE ROTARIAN Magazine.

Up..Up!—Then Down..
Stock market prices are up an average of
over the low level of 1932
higher, and higher, and still highers then'll come an-
other crash (make no mistake about this, folks) and
they'll and still lower, When they
reach their next lowest, pechaps the 1932 low level
will look high by comparison. For you sufely do re-
call chat “what goes up must come down,” and this
is tremendowsly truc in the speculative realms.

Down!

28 per cent

g0 lower, lower,

Royal Flushes
Over in Chicago four chaps were playing poker. and
one deal resulted in three of them getting royal flushes.
They boosted the “pot” until the two-cent limit game
dr\\lupcd into a stake of $11:70. One of the players |
“called.” They finally divided the “pot” thres ways.
Question: with the rules as they are in thie national
when the

game of cards, just who is to win the
New Deal is asked to show its hand?

A Modern “Boston Tea Party”
Early Ameficans became incensed because a forcign

government sought to levy tayes against them, so they
cld 3 Boston Tes Party. Toddy, Americans pay more

‘pot”

but don’t seem to get very excited about it. We sug-
gest to those who would decrease taxes that they ar-
range for, let us say, some chap like Mussolini, Hit-
ler, Stalin, or the Emperor of Ethiopia (‘twould be
better if England’s King Edward would do it), to be

the official federal tax collector of America. Then, |

oh boy! how our dear countrymen would rise up and
defend their God-given right to “life, liberty, and
che pursuit of happiness.”

Hats ory to Miss Ishbel MacDonald, daughter of
| Britain’s former Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald
She has opened an Ina neac London, and when- busi-
ness is brisk, dons an apron and waits on table. Her
dad was once a hard-working miner, and she inherits
her innate love for work—be it ever so humble. What
2 splendid philosophy must bel hers!

| ITs GREAT to have complete and uninterrupted com- |
hin a houschold, Here’s how one chap|

patability wi
has attained it: 20 years ago Ke agreed with his wife
that he would decide all major|matters that came up,
while she could handle all th¢ minor ones. And, so
{ far, only minor matters have erg up for settlement.

AMERIGANISM: the nation sty up 3 Food & Drug
bureau to eliminate quack medicines from public sale.
The same nation allows quick economic nostrums to
be handed out by anybedy ind everybod
electing some of the quacks 1o high publi office,

ahis fall. Very few people can honestly ques-
“the underlying decency of Mr. Roosevelt's inten-
Eyw spread more wealth among more people; they
and do, hawever, seriously question his methods
gm A _person's intentions, therefore, are not |
vpop so much as his personal ability to|

what he sets out to do. Many a fine-spun
has cmhd to earth becausé the theorist knew
dbout “the practical realicies of life. You|

Wwould not ruk yvuz neck in a fine-looking mmor
gar:that.had not been put to practical road tests;
more than ines and hice radiator caps to|

nlcty in an automobile, doesn’t it2

 spite ot :l-e fact that 1o most people the sca holds
4 certain terror, it is safer to travel on

plapes., Seatistics compiled. over eight and one-half
(n—Juuny 1,1927, to July 1, 1935, reveal |

world's ludlvuyx took 240,746 lives, air-
“chimed 3,169, and’ Davey Jones locker re-
an}y lm lnlnn b«np

mmnlhlumbcofhnhuzdm
_Jﬂﬂh‘nbﬂh&nmquun by the 1

nh-mubkrobnymbooh
’s interest.

n 's hl:i than en the highways or in ‘air- |

noaanon The reason: unpmwn direetly i
baddd. -uuk g things nublubed in camps and their Pch e u.z.u,..nuy | employment ;
&. :Lhc libearies, o b st

UNLOCK THE WEALTH pr ALASKA
Rex Beach says there:is still gold in Alaska afid
that it can be discovered as gold!was discovered in
| Canada—by photographic surveyy. In the
| Cosmopolitan he presents a workable plan for
mf ore in Alaska and providing jobs. “With a
e says, “Alaska could
of men. She could
unpluymenl with a chance o
“I revisited the country llst summer . and) mld
a survey of conditions. [ talked with old-timgrs and
cheechakos, mining men, business and profgssional |
| men. “All agree that the country is rich in
| resources—placer and quartz mines as

covered—and that it needs and can{suppo several
times its present population. Much b s barely
been oxplored and some of it isnt eyen mapped. 1t | %
is a land of opportunity which, ow }n peculiar

circumstances, is lying fallow.
ada; the -uthor m:nn- s
of affairs, but used i t‘a
Leral output and lm'hy is th- thlrd lar]

Laucer in lhe world.

d of waiting for pmp«:mrs to penetrate
the mm; by canoe or dog team, the Cyhadians map-
|per their wilderness (som the alr. “Thfy concentrat.
ued thur attention. upol i whefe |they beheld
cations of mineralization. Ore vging were actu-
-Ily discovered from v.hou airpla: olnmphs
Miners vere then flown

| dire

"Obrmux]y. to unlock Alaska, thle thing
to copy the. Canadian lcchnlque apd nppl
‘condllhm ne favorable.”

to do is
it where

- Schimidt,

They'll keep on going ¥

| taxes than old Erigland ever tried to take from them, |

- | now

sity of Minnesota, in regards the
wnalysis of the lm..m

He begins by sa,
le doube the dosiability
necessity of an old age pension
ond that the majority of the peo-
ple are objects of churity ais
the age of that na
the states have old age pensions,
but to be cligible, one m

. state of virtual poverty
true! The Townsend
ays, will provide $200 a month

ml years of
they must
citizent of the United State
criminal record, and h;
wn income of less than $2400
ear. Also, he said, the pens
na\nx-’uh would be financed b
ales tax.” Wrong again,
a transaction
on your

H

part,

“admirable as it may
udents of finance and e
vomists are unanimously agrect
that the plan can not work.
Not  unamimously,

Doctor,
there are two cconumists | ha

v
Feurd ubout, und read their arfe-
cles, who are quite important, who

sy i i workuple. 1 H/B.

v are

/
of

i v see we ennnot attain the g0

YEAR OF THE BIG

My C‘auuiry,

less w done because he woull
vetire pefple over 60, There would
ore/work done. The young:
cople Would be doing it at bett
wages because of mare purchasing

for saving a l\'uumu[:llu'!
(. think the ambijtions of mos
pm. le are above and beyond ih
00 a year mark and they will
to be independent, but,
a5 the first of your article sta
o few acquire.
lm beautiful part of the Town-

send Plan is that when all the il-
iusions of youth have faded, and

. Mil Franciscs,

T M O Spn Franciecs, fund 0 our youthful ambitions, we witl
Jesearch of American Buginess Dave, at least, a comfor able un
Surveys of New York City, lonorable old age. We can pursut,

It is not tragic at all, Doctor
Schmidt, that milhons of ofd foll
are flocking to Townsend heeting
with great faith and hope/that
plan will be adopted. ir
place, they aren't all o
place, hope and faith
[ many of them years ypunger ang
|'with a will to live fo put thi

plan into operation,/ And as ta
the certainty of xhq‘ disappoint-
ment, we will see.

And now one )?n supposcdly

intelligent person has to be toid
that the transactifn tax will not
lu levied on the llunomll income.
but on the turnofer of the dolla
by purchases gnd transactions.
This in answer/to the statement
hat 8,000,000 people eligible to
the Townsend Plan would receive
kalf the nuuozdnl income \A)ule \Iw

other 115,000,000 would hav
divide half
them.”
make su

ther betwee! n

Y,
misstatements? Th
dt says in order to ra
money, a tax amount-

in 150 for every man, ywo-
man and fhild in the U. S. would

have to pe levied. How does ary
cne comg to that conclusion when
we kno transaction tax is leviel

on chases and transactiors

mld»?ud it will amount to each
individual only in their capacity
to spénd or auonllug to their in-
. The rich people

will/ pay more m.lmdunlly than
people, because they

more and that is only just.
nd Dr. Schmidt did not mea-
}n M any of the savings the Town-
|synd Plan would effect. For in-
all charitable organiza-
ons, federal, state, county, city
raternal and private would
[down to almost nothing. Just think
of all the county poor farms all
over the U. S. And the wiping out
of the curse of such institutions
where honest men and women
must lose their citizenship when
|udmitted would be a happy day.
The saving in crime, and the bur-
den lifted from the young peopl=
supporting their parents. And

tax taken from the

| 'the

@ {young people to pay the old peo-

ples’ pension at all. The younger
| men and women are simply pay-
g an annuity insurance for their
own old age. The pensioners wil
| be ‘paying out of their $200
| monthalso on all purchases. W
are paying more right now in taxes
than we will pay under the Town-
|send Plan and the aged are not
getting it. The savings made by
its operation will pay the whole
cost, Not one cent will bv taken
from the treasury of the
The leaders of the Tﬂwnsrlnl
movement have never contended
that the eight million pensioners
would leave eight million vacarn-
cies to younger people.  We know
thepe are not that many older peo-
ple employed at the present umc.
Perhaps half of them are and even
|that will take "f, a big slack in un-
the increased
| buying will industry to such
an extent that thc rut will be tak-
er care of. No, Dr. Sehmid
| Townsend does not say he expects |

|wrhap ome of pur secret ambi
tions, such as writing, music, art

 least can give more thought <o the
14t | running of our government. and
| help clean up the graft and patron- |

age in politics.
Now please print this so your
readers can hear a few facts froni
the other side of the question. We
have friends in your town wko are
waiting to see lhis in print.
Thanking you kindly I am very

Tis of Thee:

By THIODOII H/ MILLINGTON
oosevelt Hesitates

Pruldcnl. )loouv-lt said in hi§
recent speech it this time
would defer cofmment on
preme Court’s devastating
oul blnw to biy New Deal xhun

s
‘|he languagy’
|Tha cnllmemhhl-' restraln

ntrary, the positive wpswing in
Husiness /dates from -that happy
c\enl.
So,

is/the nation now suppos
to| suspend ...uvui s and  witl
bului breath a e ‘revelation
+ of| the resident’s oracular wis:
u.m As he agai constigute
hmlwl( the Super-Supreme Cofirt?
No{ ‘The nation is too busy trying
to darn .-xmu;h money to pay thi
taxés created by Mr. velt in
his, i\nle of Qupenheonnmle Ideal-
ist ahd world's greatest spender to
| care! much what he thinks about
the Supreme Court. The me
Court cannot be intimidated. The
{peoplé know that another year of
[ tiying| his economic kite  won't
wreck nu nation. 1f the string to
his kit knn lnd his kite lost,
the Buggy” Constitu.
tion will lec hnn back home.
Hope For Next November
Severl being a lucky number
hope that Mr. Roosevelt and
i Trust would-be legisia-
be on ths road 'to obl:
vion by November 1936. S¢ in-
| dustry Mk not stop the \Ime-uloek
There are|too many old shoes, old
clothes, olit machines, old antomo-
Liles, old buildings to be replaced
{7 to permit th take time off,
| A friend, mailed me the anony-
mous verse printed below which
| is so much |to the poin{ that the
reader will enjoy it:

ired
I'm tired, oh, tired, of the whole

Bits Of News Gleaned From 0'd F
The Birmingham Of

Happenings of Long Ago

les Of The/
The Items That Make Up The Historical Hac
of /

smiile and  tha

arker's spiel,
Of the mushy ppeech and the loud
ssoon, |

Tiredest of all of our leader's

centric—
ground

I'm umx o! mg tax on my ham
*an
I'm lu—ed of Mmz toll to political

Today

FFTY YEARS AGO Oh
Progressive euchre parties
ull the rage
Great revival of religious feel-

are
telephon
friend,

night gave us a promise of a r
ot sleighing.

We will try and give a full re-
port of the masquerade in next
week's issue.

Our farmers and
making preparations for securing |
the ice harvest.

Wonder why the new telegraph
les ave not wired. Has the gom-
pany become defunct.

Business is so good that Fran-
cis Roche is kept busy at the tele-
phone looking for a cooper to
make pork barrels,

Under the requirements of the

given

mannef,

hostegs,

re
ng,

. >
Cressman, 1

visited his old friends in
town Sunday last. N

by
Campbely s
Mrs. Augusta Denison, who is soon
to leavy Birmingham for a

in_ Albdquerque,

citizens are | ludies vere entertained in a fine|

dainty supp

/' FIVE YEARS AGO
esident Harry Allen is pr
a reply to a ¢ »mmunication |
xrom Melvin H. Lee, represen!
ti n the State Legislature fr
t n dulmt

; Tired of Jinf F:rley s stamps on
/ . my mai

Fyedd Mr. Fred .

ager of the Oxford Tred "ot i
exghange, with a lady

ou

Y shitt with it fax”

shorteped taily

I'm tired of farmbrs goose step-
ping to laws,

of nulllun« of mhmg Jjob-holders'

This cert

+ling in this village. o does look sugpicious.
(s, T PRI edin” | e aregtowing o st Of sl s on commandene
Conzaar. tul, is the/only way we can ex-| ed mikes,
N . Monday iin why in our last issue we did | Of pllﬁm‘ more th to stimulate
A mnice full of snow Monday muld(m the farewell j\ml)‘

rs. Trumbull of the
sdivision in_honor of

I'm wm "ot the dily inereasing ’

I'm mml of promises| not to be

et,
dozen | Of eating and slecping by govern-

ment
I'm tired or fornmng ﬂn fovght-
ten
If'm hud ol every| new bg.in rost
ot me bﬁ}:p of state turped i-v.n

a yac

./ Um urcd of hnm' the courts 51
stealth, \

And mnbly tired of -hm‘w the

I'm tred md bored with the Vhoh

and all present enjoyed a
r served by the genial | /
Mrs. Fred Trumbull.

——

in which he will dulr

tuly yours, new State law regarding drug- ey o tof de- frew deal,
Townsendite who is 200 il Whitehead & Mitchell have yl,::(l"l':z|<lllx:5:r|xrllﬁ;:r‘|i o A e
Mrs. Mabel €. De \li:bi;m(n;l‘lfrn\,“h their certificates as registered | ont cession at Lansing. Mr. Allen barker’s spiel,
N vharmac neatly boynd —and /jjj advocate curtailment of num[oh Lord out of all thy ava k‘h
publicly  displayed according o[ (ypenditures and oppose any new
- /| forms of taxation or any chango| Plense grant us a Cleveland of &
/ A great many of our citizeng| that will increase the state taxus Coolidge
n find fault because the regular pr‘}t- this year, it is expected. Anonymous
ceedings of the common coun x (itions fdr an i
are not published; that there /is ominaing petitions for an in-
fr mueh secrecy about the melt.|creasing number of candidates for IN JANUARY
Skunks are & favorite Jood i 11 | the various omwlx to lx!cor;;le«\etl
among many Canadian Indian & ! Il at the_primary election/ in Bloom-
tribes, which practically proves| hublish ;,":“"’,"““d'““' WhY Rt eld, Troy and Southfield Town. | This is l'lh-lN(Wu}"r-
that there is a little good in th; ! : | ships are being circulated todny.‘ eel “rk)I' e
worst of us. —o— /| and the interest in the campaigns | 1ts aparklitie way
‘e TWENTY.FIVE YEARS AGO | consequently heightened. Lest T

The root of the Ethiopian n'ga-
brobwe bush,
will kill the smoker who takes
more that three puffs, but evea

that can't compare to political
handouts.

IR

Each policeman in Chungking,
China, must _sign bond by
whilh he forfeits his life if caught
accepting 4 bribe.  Clever, these
Chinese.

Y

Great fires sometimes creat
clouds and enough rain to e:
guish the blaze. With senators it
high winds which sometimes get
them in a whirl.

a

Chep Talk
Housewife to tramp: Wouldn't
you like a nice chop?
Tllmp What Mnd ma'am, pork
or wood

mixed with tobacco,!

the old Bir- |
Co's plagt lust|

Burglars visited
mingham Handl

week and carried off some \‘Iun.x]c for the
luul No clue. .me,. at
It will soon be time to gut busy | 6:30

d to the annual village
clection, which occurs th¢ second
Tuesdpy in March. The /question
of candidates is already
tulked over, and a pumber of|¢
names have been mentjoned, but|J.
it is a little bit early )o make

Annduncement iy made today
Ly Clarence Vliet duperintendent
ot schools of the program arranged

. m. today /in
of Bitmingham's most worthy and
regpected
Dradshaw Howarth, The reception
being | will precede

cheduled for /7:]
Shain_presiding.

T its n‘mﬂenneu.
Yet in a little while

A losing fight |
And spoil this ‘perfect page

5| not sorrow overmuch -
(Knowing that human impotence
John is such). o
Remorse is futile—grieving all 12

appreciatign dinner to be
the Community House at
onor of one

citizens — Mr.

dinner, whic

the ch
30, with (hnr\c«]“‘l

ain.
ust begin again.
Heatrice McDonald

slate.
Notwithstanding zhe,bnd weath-
er, the ancin last

week was equal to tl
that these boys hold.
couples gathered  tof cether for

Fifty two
o
good time, and they pad it, as only |

those who enjoy danc ng, kno
The next event the K. P.s feature
will be a grand bal masque to be

{given sometime inl “ebruary.

-\|lhoux
Bole-y shoes
IL kil z\ln sout that way!

A
of

system

He k

Or “mugders”—w

And swaal

Today [ paw him bet!

THE “PONY ADDICT" |
\ By DAVID R. INNES /

He daily reads the racing sheet, /
\ml péncils ponies thought to pay. /
e thinks the races can be beat, /

he walks around in rag:
d trouser-

He hafl a scheme to make it quick
He knew the ropes to win the :l(»ngh
" made to make a hick, | |

“bgoks”~—and knock * em m.— & rpw!

A simnle system, use vou~

And double back and forth, hc sa

Thus many hungry nags are fed

And sojgoes on the show

e rnl}i each pony by its name,
nows thein, pedigrees—you pet!

Rut thope he m:lush.re always la |

He cally them names of “dogs’ .m: fgoats,”

r ™
But still| contributes, “po

(Copyright, 11‘30)!

threats,

WABEEK -
STATE BANK

Waseek, BLoe, | /

BIRMINGHAM, MICH.

Dlrrclm ¥
W. M. Ccnxuws‘ Henny T. EWALD
Frang Couzens | Gro. B/ JupsoN

James Couzens |

LeonARrp L. Heary

\' /-
“Your Bark in Birmingbam”
Cour-u;rJ BANKING ?AULI“’II

L
|




