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Here’s A Sample Of Work
Relief lneﬁciency i

1f you rully wast to kncw how much ““boondaz-
gling” can take place in sume of the work projects
| or more contractors in charge of one of these projects.

Recently we observed a report of how one con-

g Manager | tractor, engaged in a road project, figured that he

]could do the job, with machinery and good workers,
|at $100,000. However, in order to comply with the
| government’s he boosted his price to
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NUTE: The Eccentric is plensed to puhh-h stories of evente
SR Mve wewevars e And which u n b
with, the edito

d before oo

ieal ol com posi ad

B thover other than' ....mv,.r. o e iafl ranot be used
Any erroneous reflection up o 'character, standing o
reputation of any perso which may
appear in the columns of The will be gladly cor-
rected upon being brdught to the attention of the publisher.

In One Month We Received 12
Pages Of “Free Publicity’ From
Bureaucrats!

“Government by propaganda” is well illustrated thes:
days in the amount of free publicity material that
reaches newspaper offices from State and Federal
governments. Some of this material contains some
current news value—but most of it docs not. And, by
the way, most of it never is printed in newspapers at
all

We have just completed a \hm of the amount of
such material that has come to be Leceutnns during
one month; when you realize that this materual 1
prepared and written by peopfe employed by govern-
mept, paid for by the taxpavers, you are impressed
with the tremendouy cost attpnding the cftorts of
public officials to "cdor” the-type of stutl that they
want the public to réa)

“In the good old dals” few departments of public
business employed press agents. Reporters on the staffs
of newspapers and news agencies used to look over a
public official’s public records, get data firsthand, and
then release the material to the public. Nowadays,
however, nearly every State and Federal department
has its paid press agents, and through them public
officials endeavor to release inforaation.

During the month referred to abéve, the total
weight of the “free publicity™ we received amounted
to four and three-quarter pounds!

Two and three-quarter pounds of this came from
Washington, D. C., and two pounds came from Lan-
sing, Michigan.

Thirty-two separate picces of mail came from vari-
ous J\parum'ms in ¢ach of the two cities.

From Washington the matcrial amounted to an
equivalent of 63 regular newspaper columas; from
Lansing the material amounted to 34 columns.

Together, if printed, the material would have re-
quired 97 newspaper columns, or 12 solid pages and
one column over of free publicity in one month. If

Eccentric had published all this material in an
average month of four issues, it would have required
approximately three solid newspaper pages in ¢ich
issue.

That, Dear Taxpayers, gives you an idea of modern
press agentry in State and Federal governmen:

There are 10,541 weekly newspapers in the United
States; there are 2,078 daily newspapers in the United
States, oc a total of 12,619 newspapers, practically
off of whom receive the Washington free publicity.

1f each of these newspapers received the 32 picces of
mail that we did during this one month, the total sent
out from Washington under frec postage would
amount to the staggering total of 403,808 picces of
mail!

1§ every newspaper in the nation Iud |mb|nhul
this average of 63 columns, a total of
paper pages would have been required!

Allowing 450 daily and weekly newspapers for
Michigan, the total number of pieces sent out from
Lansing would be 14,400 in the month, making _ atoual
of 15,300 columns, or 1,912 newspaper pages.

Here are the various departments from Washington
that sent out the free publicity:

Farm Credit Administration; Resettlement Admin-
istration, U. S. Dept. of Labor, Dept. of Commerce,
Works Progress Adinistration, Federal Emergency
Relief Administration, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, |
Federal Housing Administration, Rural Electrification
Administration, 2 28-page spccd- delivered by Sec-

4 news-

retary Harold Ickes, and some stuff from the Detroit |
office of the Michigan Works Progress Administra- |

tion.

From Lansing mail came the following depart-
ments:

Secretary of State, State Highway Dept., Dept. of ||
Public Instruction, Michigan Public Utilities Com-|
mittee. Depe. of Labor & Industry, and the Dept. of
Agriculture.

‘While desiring to co-operate with government in
providing a local outlet for some of the legitimate
news of the day, and admitting that there is a justifi-
able reason for some intelligently fashioned publicity,
anwc cannot but feel sad to think that modern

WCTaCY in government expects Newspapers to use
.omu:holdnuwﬂplginda.l,« e

We are saddened by the apparent uninterrupted
flow of this free publicity—when there is so mych
need for more constfuctive work.

The only bright spot in the whole picture is that
that causes- waste-basket manufacturers to sell more
of their 0 newspaper offices throughout
the country; and the combustible propertics of the
free publicity matter as it starts so many fires when
the furnace goes out.

(And then, to cap the whole affair, it's so nice to
gt ln a free funkod government envelope from

the f d at govern-
ment expense—{from Tsador Luhn. Commissioner of
Laboc Seatistics for the United States Department of
Labor: “AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR, THE
STAFF OF THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATIS-
TICS WISHES TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR|
ﬂmﬁy COOPERATION AND TO EXPRESS
THE THAT THE COMING YEAR MAY
BE A PROSPEROUS ONE FOR ALL MEMBERS
OF YOUR ORGANIZATION.™

| $250,000—and 50( the job. The project was started,

do as follows: he brought in machinery, kept about
[70 men on the job, and sent 189 men, with picks,
| shovels, hoes, etc., into 2 nearby woods, telling them
to amuse themselves in any way they saw fit. Each
| week he paid th
included in the contracr.

By using the machinery and 70 men, he finished the
work ahead of time and made more profit than though
he had worked the 189 men. That's a sample of
“efficiency in boondoggling.” (We understand,
that contractors arc now talking of building ¢
houses for this type of "shirkers™ required on govern-
ment jobs. encouraging them to play bridge, checkers,
and similar diversions, while those willing to do a day's
work are kept on the job.) 1

Hltler Is A Modest Chap!

oo,

lub-

is 1 manner of self-esteem that nearly always is
attitude of a self-appointed dictator—a manner
revealed in the words of Hitier, recently spoken in
Germany brated his third year as Ger-
many's leader:

Al that Tam, 1 am through yous all that vou are,
vou are through me. Never has there been a closer bond
en 2 Lader and followers than between you and

lln

when he ccly

ans, Yo

Americ have a word-picture

man and sisey million

people i Germany
What sl ! s by,
—the mere whims and caprices of one man can cl

read Germany hay

ange
their whole destiny!
¢ prefer the Un

Personally, w ed States Constitu-
.

tion as ¢y

“Taps” For The Budget

Unele Sam won't be able to balance his current bud-
get at all now that the soldier bonus has been passed.
President Roosevelt’s estimate, given early in Janu-
ary and Congress will have to

. no longer stands: he

; continus with an under-balanced budger, or el -
her tax levies on the nation to meet the in- ¢

pose hi

creased expenditures due o the bonus and the neces-
sity of paving the farmers for keeping land out of
production.

Truly, the bonus has blown “taps™ over the dead
body of any hope for balancing the federal budget for
some time to come.

The Greedy Pig

Well, we see that Heanst has awarded a prize to a
New York artist for drawing the cartoon that best
reveals the character of the tax collector, or grabber.
The picture shows a huge, over-fed, over-stuffed pi.
his belly bursting with food. yet sull hungey for
more food to be heaped upon his plate. The “food™ is
taxes—a dict that the average person pays in increas-
ing quantities to the perpetual hunger of so many
types of tax collectors.

Displaying Nakedness

Detroit’s annual Scarab Ball offers 4 chance for peo-
ple to display theic nakedness in mid-winter without
going to Florida, Soms of the boys and girls really
have shapely and muscular torsos and . . . er-. . .
shall we say? Others really aren't so Ziegeldish, are
they? More of them ought to dress like Diogenes in
a rain-barrel, o like a black cat on a dark night in
the densest of shadows.

Tin Ustiio Stanrs Department of Agriculwure is
putting on a campaign to rid the nation of parasites
—on trees and folia Parasites will continue to
fasten themselves upon governmental bureaus,

= only.

we

suppose. In the long run, this latter type of parasite

costs a free peaple the most.

John Edwin Prics

Practical Pam"rdphs g
.

ESSENTIAL CONSIDERATIONS IN
MIAN -BUILDING

Someone has sa
“\u\\ a (hnukhl and reap an act
act and reap a habit
& \\ a halnt and reap a character
| Sow u character and reap a destiny
have previously-commented in this column on the
essential of right thinking in building a life and a
career.
If a man builds his life right; if he does his p.
eting the conditions half way, the career i
attracted to him

t

u\\ull 3

Certain definite montu] attitudes and habits help in
building up the magnetic power for a better carcer.

Are you acting toward superiors or customers in
such a manner as to make them like and appreciate
you more and more?

Pleasantness, orderliness and thoroughness are im-
portant things in building up your magnetism so that
they are agreeably drawn to yo

Are you becoming more masterful in handling the
details of your work where you formerly fumbled?
Do you do your work more 4nd more each day with |
the sureness and finish of a Padereweski at the
piano, or do yol still blurr and smear the notes to-
gether like a child pr 1

Have you tried 1mrmng things relati

your general knowledge of your particu-
3 lradn or profession?
| Have you idealized your work, seeing the
;.I-n in the drlmn of life? If so have you de\elnped
sta er{ tion in regard to the ethics of
\nur u e man who made one bar of steel of
the :\mbmﬂdnr bridge had to make ll o! a lcnﬂh to
fit in with the rest of the pieces. So
lmdc towards one’s work brings it neuer perlullun
| Work perfectly performed attracts the interest of
those who have more important work on which they
want a perfect performer to operate.

Have vou noted where the perfect performnm‘e of

your part adds to your joy others’ happine: the
veneral well being of all affected by it directly or
\fndn'utl\

Is your performance of your part in the drama of
|life adding to your appreciation of work well done

by

‘l'h are some of the thoughts, acts
| which will emble you to buﬂ‘;‘ Semsonaiite of e
| type which will draw to yon

| deatiny. the most desirable

backed by the federal government, just talk to cne

but work was so slow that the contractog decided to

son-workers the allowable wages ™

these days

f

People’s
Column

The Beopmtrie is pleased 1o receive

PetTication the Fallow g Thersda v |

1330 West 38th Place,
Los Angeles, Calit,
January 29,1

or of The B rmm.‘(hlm

sue of the Birmingham
. you so kindly sent to
, and 1 thank you so

luable
v quite
ngthy letter regarding the Town-
send Plan. That shows a spi

the

eciate

fairness on your part, which is
sc sadly laeking in so many news-
rapers. With that umudc your
e o ue
n humanitarian ||\u\ -
ment.
1 enjoyed reading all of your

very fine edition and again wis
ing you success and thanking y

- DERNBECK
ur
C. Dernback

George R. / ’
ditor, Bivmingham Eccentrie

paper receive
ur courtesy in pablish

my letter on The Townsend
n which I am deeply in-
lidea of Jeffe

on the Gettysburg Addr
ip to date and shows me that you
+ on the right side of the fen
Al Smith did not stutter when he
ddressed the dinner party last
night, and we hope others mav
wake up before it is too late
“ery sincerely yours
5. .n\ulu\u\
" The follow

e written in criti-
article by M

Minnie H i

of Birmi

m\“xon o s

it is printed cach week und

own name. We regret i

of course, and will ¢

altzer's attent on.)

The Birmingham Eccentric,
De

Minnie Hunt Saltz
the title “Birmingham Im.n

ccentric, i
your policies and ;vnmnv\l
well-founded, 1 am compelled

answer the article written by Mrs.
]lzlr as a misstatement of the

e title “ Bir-
Mrs. Min-

e ob-

T the article under ¢

Vlllll;.hnn Before Tod:

should

fucts before writ

ing an article about any of her pust
neighbors.

First: The house
Harris and family lived was not
called “The Hen Coop House.”
Whether it wax built like other

houses occupied by colored people
in the south I cannot say: but, the
house was old at the time it was
purchased by John Harris from a
\\IHN‘

Secon:

Iy
d: John Harris was of In
dian blood. His father was a full
blooded Cheroke and his mother wa
a half-breed. John Harris was of
the complexion of his father. John
s was never called ‘l)-rk,\'
an ting peo
to his face or in
ces. Mrs. Sultzer knows
she should write su
c] s not only insult {n
| me but a disgrace to

he Eccentric
Third: John Harris never hud
tany children of his own. His first

| wife had two children by a former
| marriage. T am not a son of his, but
| nephevw. I have never lived in his
{house. He was married only twice,
nul three tim
Your lust puragraph relative to
your mother, M Emily Hunt,
ey anorabe woman, nurs
ing ever way

nd as:

ing in w

she could, was the noble spirit in
|which women of true blood and
American riots showed their

loyalty to the cause of true woman-
0od.

The article is indeed a disgrace
for

land an insult to the cause
which your mother, as well as o
mothers so faithfully performed

ARRI

To the Hdnm',
Birmingham Eccentric
n your last issue I re in the

column, “Birmingham mrm To-

ay,” the senseless, disparaging re
marks about some of the old resi
!dents; in this issue, two instances:
\l’(\nr Kittie Chatfield, who, the
writer states, was completely bald
and wore a wig, and the story o
the motherless bov who was sent tu
| the reform school.

Why not look up those in the pr
sent generation, and spare the ¢
cism of people vshn are not here to
defend themselv

It is said that every fumily has its

dkeleton, but who cares to hea
about it? Only the morbid, who per-
haps would do well to examine
own

Inasmue h na )uu called attention
to the boy’s sojourn in the Reform
Sd|loo will you kindly print this
re

A friend of lhh l“dl"l bo;

JON

=

mum. Michi
“Belvidere,
Tuaars 311995

Birmingham Eccentric,

| After this week my address will

a personality of the | be 692 Adams Road, Birmingham, & 1\?\
me.

as I shall be at hom
thank- you many times for your

Tl Kind of meney

in which John ¢

|
|

FIFTY YIARS KW
Plymouth has a Chinese lat
| man and is proud of her '

[" 7 'A. Randail-offers three deer
for sale cheap.
George E. Daines will hive Ma

{usual Washington birthda;
Look out fo: H g
Ginger snap socials are

proper caper in our sister nlhcu.
Can’t we snap too.

A young lady’s expense
was found in Utica, and an m

for ﬂ.lurd ay last, _which
ay School 1 cent) th\ h&
2 centar
Hereafter Fred C. High \nd
Miss Lizzie Toynton will -dr
double, having been marri )ﬁn
week  Wednesday, amid- _many

nds and with great eclat. |
A really interesting sketch of /
cur new county jail, by a lady
visitor, will appear in our nexl
issue, as we are crowded for roos

this week. But it is geod and wi

sufely keep over.

Mrs. G, W. Lowe surprised and
delighted her husband, ‘one day’
last week, by a birthday ‘prepent

ot a beautiful and very vAlyab)

gold watch, and to make a beg
ning for a suitable chaip, hu
friend, M. K. Tab ‘gave ‘him a

sellow boy, value five dollats.

Fred Smith drove into tpwn orie
day last week sitting on Aop of @,
ig load of wood and his horses on
dead run. At Blakeslde & Han-
na's corn turned without
acking, the sled slewed "round,
struck a hub and capsized, throw-
ing Freddie sky high, paralyzing
the spectators, who/ expected :0
see him killed befofe their eyes,
but fortune favors the brave, an
Fred lives to laugh at the fears
of his friends.

"

news fr

Very truly.
HARRIET HOSMIT
(Mrs. T. B. Smith)

Eccentricy
.L"\ sted that
) veterans

rmingha

comes from pli
forced to use

are thirty million bank d
in this country
shareholders in the
promisc to repa The
lion own the
have first claim
erv

e nation €0 its vet.
disc 4 with
ion of some paper
1 i press. The second
tep of thdse men would be that all
overnment debt would be repudi-
ated
It s dess this uny
af  Michigan presentatives in
Conerexs voted to follos thix plan
ittempting to pay the
bonus by such a fraud
wney. It proposcs to ch
ns. and it is a policy t
impoverish the country
YOUNG €. SMITH,
160 Pierce

Birminghawm, Mich

SUNSET

Here
cast

where the lowering
its shade
and pond

1+ the decper sha

avel thence awhile.
we I've
vy what T have
ve, of happiness and |
awaiting  each
that i
L

'"JCS[ ;

ving to all that|

With scie ts
trouble to split an
ders wh

are
Congress has
to chew on.

0 ad
progranm
T

acher—What ¥
driver?

Jhe ¢

considered |,

TWENTY.FIVE YEARS AGO *
We received d Jetter yesterday
in which an pin-head-

wd Jittle cuss wrote as follows: "I
't want my/ paper any longer."”
—followed by a page and  half

vile abusg. How “fuleish” of

wims Govenos
« under my presen
strution that the red Tigures

lte deficits have disappeared

W there is a sordus
tate reasury

, Who can deny

it? The figures

support every

gov-

word

forme:
Governor Co
stock.

shouts

says?
Who Amul Cock Robin?
v ery

the

the blame,
\

hearc little

My

| very

't been on
cyiming credit for g
Michigan “out o

as we understand
« peaple who the
11 other taxes,
it we remember

taxds o
thy old -

hat upsc

n
f“x ul e

what
per cent salex tax

ican-News

ACT OF (GOD?
T'he famc
f the Tust Leg
e product o

claimed
the

th
which
have

Nroducts
r competing with those

e Jackson fprison ha
y high grade catt!
stion is, are the cal
ubject ale on lh\ openy market
v James F.\ Thom-
un, c r of sgridquitur
cels t « birth of a calf)is not
con labor byt th
he .nu\um

verench
ia such that con

te to subscribe to {hat !

ackaon will cat. th
Ives i nu fm m n(

THE rELLowsmP OF wm,‘n:u
We ut\the or vllm s

that misguided chap to pen thus-
ly. We couldn’t make it any long-
er if we wanted to. Our press will
permit of /the publication of no
larger shegt, no (hﬂcrenl length
goes. The Eccen! will go out
[ Just ‘as lgng as ever,
cr.|" Some/candidates for the office
| of vostshaster are hustling for sig-
naturef. Three are in sight and
sme hore out in the brush. Boys,
we dbn't think there, will be &
change unless charges are hrought
and froved against the present m.
lml|\n nt, John Hanna, md
doy’t think there will be any.
Dr. J. L. Campbell had  nies’
J\A, pnuhmg up Joseéph Small-
ne's big collar I.ume. which he.
|1 foke shokt off one u{ last week
while fishing through the ice. Sk~
ing on a small chunk of ite, Mt.
pped and fell with the wbove
ult, fierting along nicely,
| uu the three pound pickerel he
caught, didn't mnke half a mual
for Joe's family,
story is told o{ a ankﬂl\
boy, who always had to wear hi%
futher’s cast-off clothing, who was
found one day weepmx as thrnu h
his heart would bs
| ed what wag the truublc. he -m
“Pa’s gone”and shaved his face
‘clcuu, and now 1 will probably
ave to wear those darned old red
v\hukur- dummit.”

FIVE YEARS AGO

Sunday, Father and Son Weak
opens with union Boy Scout
service at 11 Prulg-
terian church, with the Rev.
Clarence Wright, youngest mlnl.
ster in Blrminghﬂm, condu

Bt

er conditions are sps
ble to produce Irie i
uner you go off on
d people flood

he people indoors
eate social life.

Winter du\.;
and tells them to
That draws people close wogethe
When you serve on some commit
tee with ‘lrmvlml)‘ you et kloul‘l
o that person in an evening than
vou would in a week of general
Lilarity of the good old summer-
time.—R. M. Jeflerie ell

EAT BALONEY YEAR
matter how you spell it,
No matter_how
still  baloney.

<hould keep this in mind 1 ye

ter 1936

\hich - may /go
down in hisgory
as the great
mlum, yhar
3 re Have
been the/ year
of the big wind,|
the grasghopper
year, the year,
of dropth and
the winter of |
the blue snow.
Right /ahead of
us is/what may
go dpwn in his-
tory/ as the
gr¢ant baloney

A

-®

V. J. Brown

e . the services. o 14 m
The new year is an/election year  the 21st .hnlvgrﬂry of Boy scon
and the kers are al- aciities

read ¢ vats pre-
re run. The gut
igs are on hapd and baloney
bulls are on their /one-way trip to
the packing plantf. The boll wee-
may work on cottan, the borer

A budget of $82,850 was adopt«
ed by the Bloomfield Village' Com-
missioners Tuesday night, szs 000
of the amount to be raised by tax-
ation. Revenue of $24,850 is an+
ticipated from the various depart-

may once agairy help curtail the ments.
orn crop, late/ freezes may nip Immediate cash payment of ade
qN peaches n.L.homu rust may Ju,‘[ed compensation certificates

the wh t there is nothing | {
in Mgh( to muvenl a great baloney

Vorld War veterans was em-
wh.ucully urged in a rom.l
lution adopted Tuudn(
Charles Edwards Post No. 14 ﬂl
the Birmingham American Legion
m an executive meeting in the

.\‘l

of us/ might just as well
1o like/ it \)m‘luw it il be
offered frecly next — Vern
Brown ) [n‘(hlm « nunn
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