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Are We Goin’ ToHell— |
Via The Garden Of Eden? |

| Decline in individual moral responsibility is seen by 3
{ Detroit cconomist, who recently pointed out that our
nation and the world scems going to the demnition
bow-wows. He says that nations are leaning towards
dictatorship, that Americans more and more are de-
pending upon 3 federal paternalism for support, and
that mankind’s spiritual nature is starving to death
in the midst of a materialistic age. -
The igh d wrong.
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“Dear Mayor Allen: Miss
Hanley Is Very Courteous”

Apparently piqued and annoyed because The Fecen-
tic last week published a detailed report of salarics
paid city employes during 1935, Mayor Harry Allen

ok occasion Monday night, ac the City Commission
meeting, to criticize a portion of the articles phrase-
ology. The Mayor's specific criticism related to the
opening paragraph of that salary report, wherein was |
stated: “In response to numerous requests, The Fecen-

tric has obtained from Cicy Clerk lrene Hanley a
detailed report of the personnel and wlaries paid em-
ployees of Birmingham during 1 two-week period

His Honor interpreted this to mean that it required
“numerous requests” to Miss Hanley to obtain the
information. We regret that the Mayor's long vears
as an'interpreter of law did not suggest to him that a;
newspaper might have asked a city clerk for such
information because of "numerous requests”. from
taxpayers. So, to correct’ his understanding of the|
macter, we want him to know that Miss Hanley has
always treated representatives of this newspaper most
courteously; at our very first request for the pay-
roll statistics, she, smilingly comented to gee them
for us.”

Besides, Mayor Allen knows that this newspaper, |
if it had met with opposition and resistance from 3
city employec in obtaining public information, would |
have minced no words in making it known. The Ec- |
centric, in secking public information on matters
relating 0 the spending of the taxpayers’ money, is
doing so for those sime taxpayers, as Mayor Allen|
well knows.

The editor of this newspaper has no personal axe to
grind in matters affecting city government, other
than the fact that he is a taxpayer himself, and also
is paid by subscribers to get them local news,

Mr. Allen undoubtedly loves his city, and that
must akso include many of its citizens. The fact thar,|
under his administration, costs of local government
have risen to unparalleled heights, should not cause|
him undue concern, for this mse must necessarily |
have been in heeping with his disposition toward pub-
le -lx-n or else he would have raised his voice |

lf Mlyor Allen has, sluring his years of service to|
his city, come to feel that city government can oper- |
ate with a drift toward the methods of a closed cor
rnlnn, and public payrolls should not be printed|
fom time to time, we suggest that he rouse him-|
self from this atticude, and realize that he
a public business.

‘We have no personal quarrel with Mayor Allen at
all. He has given a great deal of time to village and

city business, more thin he was ever paid for. He has

hl the best he could. That is all any man can do.|

We respectfully suggest, however, that His Honor
reconcile himself to the necessity for periodical publi- |
cation of the city payroll; in his power, more than
any member of our city government, lies the
ability to raise or lower costs of local government.

The taxpayers know this, too.

Taking The Oath Of Allegiance

For a_number of years agitation has been in motion
to compel public school teachers to take the oath to!
support the Constitution—this agitation was started
because of certain socialistic and communistic ten-
dencics seen in some classrooms.

Well, it seems that the teachers are willing to take
the cath, providing other groups are compelled to do
0, too, That’s a fair proposition. Why not compel

editors, lecturers, and even writers to sub-
scribe to the oath to support the Constitution?

1f a President of the United States is required to
take such an oath, why is anybody else above doing
the same thing? (Now don’t you remind us that, by
‘thé same token, if 2 President who has taken such an
eath can break it through demanding unconstitutional

from Congress, then all others who take
the oath may also break it. But, come to think of it,
perhaps many of them would be inclined to follow the
uaq* of even a President. )

Making Girls Blush

Girls who can blush occasionally are seldom in need|
of artificial

heading

! tator or an oligarchy: personally, if our nation doesn’t

|
1

g 8ays 4 New York beauty expert, |

e depends upon how you look 3t it, doesn’t it?
1f man considers the vanishing of “rugged individ-
ualism™ a5 an economic decline, then what will man

{ do with his brain, muscle, machinery, and very rich
| earth? Man won't starve long, in the midst of an
| available plenitude.

Individual unwillingness to measure up to the de-
mands of free citizenship may be supplanted by a di

want equal suffrage, then perhaps we'd better ger
{busy and create a benevolent oligarchy before some
ruthless and unscrupulous dictator takes over Wash-
ington. .

“—or it may be only 2 temporary chaos. If 2 tempo-
rary chaos, why ... well. wasn't the original Garden
of Eden supposed to have been created from chaos?

An’ jest think, fren's, in spite of all the intellectual
gloom that is hangin’ low over our world. Springll
soon be here, buds'll burst-into leaves and purty
flowers, the good grass will get green, the sun'll heep
on shinin’, new childern'll be hepe-a-bernin’ . . \,o\h
. an election vear itself, can’t keep all these
dura fine things. from happerin’ 10 the God-given
earth,

Will Brucker Ever Be
The Great American?

The real trouble with former Governor Wilbur M.
Brucker is not with his hart—he really wanes 1o be
The Great American.

he trouble Lies in the immed

ax
it seems to keep on a-goin'—like the lines of 2 great
tragedian in 2 Shakespearian drama. The other night,
at the Lincoln Banquet in Pontiac, Mr. Brucker served
3 tosstmaster, Introducing, three speakers; what he
really did, though, was to make three speeches on
political issues of the day. We heard many criticisms
of this—he would have made a berter impression had
his remarks to toasting—toasting the
three speakers, and not burning his own fingers. But,
golly, thoughf what a great salesman. he would make
if on the payroll of some immense organization! He
could make a fortune in less than 2 life_time at it,

he confined

for

he has tremendous energy and good debating powers.

|Farley Is A Spieler
We listened to a recent speech from Topeka, Kans,
by Postmuster Farley, chairman of the Democratic
Vatiokal Committee. We were seruch by a number
of thifgs, including his apparenc illiceracy on many
subjects, his complete approval of EVERY act of the
Roosevelt administration, and his complete unwill-
ingness to recognize any decency in the Hoover ad-
ministration. Farley is an amiable fellow with certain
Democrats; but he’s nothing short of a brazen Tm..[
many-ite in his political meanderings. Farley is merely
a cheap political spicler— side-show barker tempo- |
rarily in charge of the entrance to the nation’s great- |
est po itical xpccud

Sllly Tax Ideas .
Ernest T. Conlon, able Grand Rapids politician, and
now an assistant State Attorney-General assigned to!
{advise the Sales Tax Divisiod, thinks that a sales tax |
is 2 wonderful thing for the people. "It lifes an un-
| necessary burden of taxation from real estate,” argues
M. Conlon, and he points out that a former 19313
[ State tax of 17 millions on real estate has been re-
moved entirely and that last year the sales tax brought
45 millions to the State government.

From the standpoint of fundamenal tax principles,
as they may apply to social security, Mr. Conlon is'
| about as well posted on the subject 35 a first-grader
would be t0 solve high school problems. Mr. Conlon’s
acgument that placing a direct salés tax on the prod- |
ucts of labor is a good cconomic move is silly.

We do not question Mr. Conlon’s sincericy abour‘
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W'D PAY A PRETTY PLNNY o witness 3 debate be- |
tween Al Smich and, say, Professor Rexford Guy Tug- |
well, the A<tbraintruster. Tugwell is very, very
versatile with words—methinks he is an illuseration of |
the belief that language too often is a device used to |
conceal thought. |

now until both baseball and poli- |
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cuns, fouls, steals, strikes, and bum langwidge used
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