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Just A Few Items Of

Great State Interest

News Items: Frank D. McKay, the Grand Rapids in-
efficient ex-State Treasurer, and reputed patronage
boss of Michigan Republicanism, is the possessor of
many friends, For instance, we learn that he has in-
duced former Governor Fred W. Green to participate
in a stock issue in the re-organization of the old
Berkey & Gay furniture factory in Grand Rapids; Mr.
McKay is on close terms with Michigan’s present
Governor Frank D. Fitzgerald; Mr. Howard Lawr-
ence, chairman of the Michigan State Central Com-
mittee, and receiver for a defunct bank in Grand
Rapids and another in Saginaw, has been appointed
State Banking Commissioner; Mr. Lawrence is a
former private secretary of Governor Green's; (unless
Mr. Lawrence, whom we like personally, resigns his
chairmanship of the Michigan Republican State Cen-
tral Committee, is he doing any different than Past-
master James A. Farley, who heads the National
Democratic Party?)

Social Items: Frank D. McKay, last week while
spending a bif of his time in Florida, heard that Gov-
ernor Fitzgerald might appoint able M. C. Taylor,
deputy Banking Commissioner, to succeed resigned
Commissioner Rudolph Reichert, so McKay flew
straight back to Michigan to enjoy the zero weather
of his native State. So Governor Fitzgerald appointed
Mr. Lawrence instead of Mr. Taylor. (Question: Is
Governor Fitzgerald only kidding about civil service
for Michigan?)

Political 1tem: Governor-Fitzgerald was scheduled
led‘fuk at the Lincoln Banquet in Grand Rapids Sat-

¥ night, February 8, along with Theodore Ronse-
welt, Jr., Senator Vandenberg, and others.. The Gov-
ernor the day before had crowned a Winter Sports
Queen in Petoskey, and left there Friday nighe for
Grand. Rapids, but failed to arrive in.time for the
banquet—in fact, didn’t arrive at all. The next day
the Grand Rapids Press printed chis edicorial: |

“JUST ADVICE: We think a governor of Michi-|
gan should so live that after he leaves a Winter Sports
Queen and starts for a Lincoln banquer at which he
is to speak, he can excuse his failure to arrive with an|
explanation as clear as the Queen's bluc cyes and as
honest as Old Abe, instead of leaving it to friends to
pass out an explanation thicker than a snowdrift.”

Historical Item: Michigan newspapermen well re-
member when the editor of The Eccentric, during the
election campaign two years ago, asked the then Sec
retary of State Frank D. Fitzgerald if Frank D. M
Kay would have any influence during his administra-
tion, if he, Fitzgerald, were clected. Candidate Fitz-
gerald answered our open letter with an evasive, yet
mock negative.

Poultry Item: Chickens come home to roost.

Propbetic Item: Never count your chickens before! the dumb
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that requires unanimous action on the part of |
l\eU S-Supmm('nurlmdshm‘mmtnmol!v

verusing Mansger | gress should be allowed to pass any legislation
Production Masaset | wants and that such legislation should stand—unless|

|EVERY Supreme Court Justice agregs that it is|
unconstitutional.

In other words, Dr. Tugwell is willink Feby
majority rule determine what legislation shall pass|Mr. George R. Averill, Ehitor
Congress, but demands that judicial interpretation Birmingham Eccentric
f it shall be unanimous.

The dear Doctor (2 young fellow who has never
vet had to make and meet 3 payroll), really shows ity

kept inviolate and free from Supreme Court inter- | Your

“'And this, 0o, in spite of the fact that the framers | the office of
of the Constitution created three separate and dis-| mingham is not a monetary office,:
tinct branches of free government, the legislative, the |and also that some of the commis-
executive, and the jud

We suggest that Doctor Tugsell transplant him-
self to those areas on the earch where his dictatorial appreciate an answer to the fol-
and regimented ideas have already rooted themselves. | lowing questions:

He is too dangerous to keep in high places in our
American concept of self-government.

They Ask For Work—
And They Get WPA! AN

Our .nation celebrates George Washington's, birth-

What 2 long way our people have strayed from the
original path charted for the nation by those hard-| ypat My
working pioncers who, asking only for work, hew
2 democratic civilization out of 3 howling wilderness an_endeavor to collect delinquent
of virgin natural wealth! ta

Instead of demanding a chance to work, too many !
people now are demanding 2 subsidy from govern- he collecting per_month to justify
ment. Great groups of
sired by politicians, are offered governmental assist-
ance in the name of humankarianism—when most of ' €ral
these people really only, wane 3 market for their goods

Too many people accept cconomic and social pana- Plant.
ceas with the same expectant rapture and faith that ing the Detroit Edison for a two
a Fiji Islander wotld show toward the tribal medi- Ty
cine man's boiling pot of bones, herbs, sea shellsy glass i *Toledo, Ohio. for a good many
beads, and other physical scuff that he mixes in

Sometimes we wonder if Washington, Jefferson,
Lincoln, Hamilton, and other carly leaders were alive forer it o€ 10, fue ather Thadt
today and again offered us their best thoughts for the Municipal Light Plant,
operation of government—we wonder if

people wouldn't be just about as apathetic, inert, and  the
disinterested toward them as they are today

Honoring A Pioneer

Plans to hongr an Oakland County man, the first
Attorney-General of Michigan in 1836, are suggested $o e taxpayers.
by W. T. Miller, of Ferndale, an authority on carly
Oakland County history. Mr. Miller would use this! tion coming on very soon, and as
Michigan Centennial year as 3 vehicle for paying
lated respect to the man who played a large part in
the formative stages of this Commonwealth
man is Daniel Leroy, whose body now lies in a poorly |
marked grave in the village of Fenton, in Genessce terms expire on the City Comm's-

Daniel Leroy was a lawyer of great intellect and|
character. He left 1 lasting imprint upon Michisan's| gipire, cultivate a groater respect
legal profession. We agree with those who suggest|for the o\clbunluncd pocketbooks |
that his memory be recalled in suitable form during | of the ta:
this year. The Oakland County and Michigan State | tlection;
Bar Associations can dignify their profession if they
carry out a memorial program in honor of the almost | minded citizens in the community |
forgotten firsc Attorney-
was appointed while he lived in Rochester by the then! the office. |
boy Governor, Stevens T. Mason.
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administration, wants a-law |

lumbia professor argues that Con-

3 -
52 12 The afice by Taseday neon for
publication the following Thursday.

gmmmhnm. Michigan

w© hxre 12, 19

Birmingham, Mickigan
Dear Sir:
As one of the taxpayers of our
there are certainquestions

. well, New Deal L;;ulmen that | would like you to publish in

Faper an the city
flicials answer by the same

1 .pprmne the fact that
ssioner, in Bir-

| sioners are devoting their time
and best efforts unstintingly to
the cause of our city, but I would

First, 1 am told that the month-
ly payroll of the City of Birming-
ham is $8.000 per month or ap-
proximately $100,000 a year. To
me and to a lot of other taxpay-
crs for a city of this size it seems
xcessive and [ wou

t is the money spent for each
month.

Second, it is my understanding
. Scott Hersey is still be-
ing retained on the city payroll in

axes. Is it necess: Mr.
Hersey to still be Tethined and it
so how much delinquent taxe

his monthly stipchd?

Third, 1 understand that sev-|
thousand dollars is being
spent for investigating the advis-
ability of installng a Municipal
Electric Light' Plant. How much

ple, whose votes are de-

T'wo things are wrong with the United States; one money has been spent for this anj
of them is taxation, 4nd the other is its almost com-
plete public ignorance of the fine arc of predatory |

when will we get the report? Per-
sonally I do not see the necessity
of the city officials investigating
the need a Municipal Light
The rates that | am pay-

months period are less than what
paid for one month when I lived

is' years, and now | have several
more Llu:lncul appliances than I
had when I was in Toledo, there-

ore, it seems to me rather than

which T/
mast of our presume would be financed from |
Washington P. W. A. trough,

it would be much better for the
city officials to make a study of
the'comparative rates that are be- |
ing charged in neighboring states,
and [ am quite sure they would
be convinced that the Detroit Edi-
son rates are fair and equitable |

Fourth, there is a Spring Elec-|

be-| a taxpayer 1 expect and look for a |
reduction in the ;ﬂloposed budget.
Will the city officials pare this
€| budget under last year's?

Fifth, I do not know whose

| sion this year, but I suggest in the
interest of more economic govern-
| ment that those whose terms do

r as they seck re-
if they do not seek re-
| election, T wonder if there are not
|other sound and economically |

eneral of Michigan, who who would favor them to accept

I, myself, am not secking any
office because of my inability lo(
find time, but 1 do pledge my sup-

How wi vo 1iiNGs: Half believing the ;ukcs Iboul\pnrt to anyone who will come out

of the ticians. on a program of more efficiency | c

they are hatched.
Culinary Item: Politics serves up more baloney than| us.

butcher shops.

Religious Item: “How long, oh Lord, how long!" | "CrowrLey RuULFEs State Can’t Own Pipelines” —(hc
Attorney-General was referring to use of them for
| oil and gas, Mr. Huckle, and for no other commodity. |

The May 5th Tax Sale

On May § the State of Michigan will offer, for the
first time since the Spring of 1932, the tax delinquent
property for sale. Hundreds of thousands of property
descriptions will be offered, as Michigan officially |
serves notice that no longer can it withhold the|
statutory requirement tha debtors meet cheir legiti- |
mate obligation to support government.

Personally, this newspaper has been, and still is,|
sympathetic to home owners who cannot as yet
meet their tax obligations; we feel that, as times get
better and these home owners are able to meet their
delinquent tax obligations, the State can afford to give
them opportunity to do so; therefore, the State can
withhold from sale after May 5 those descriptions
where people show a willingness and near ability to pay |

in future ones, too.

Electing these politicians to do our law- mlkmg for |

You 6o To a big church if you go to hear what the,
minister has to say. It's 3 small one if you go for fear |
| of what the members have to say.

AFTER ALL, T1E FACT that she is 4 widow with 4
children is a becter reason than we usually have for
| putting a persqn in office.

DEMOCRATS HOPE FOR a short session of Congress.|
So does most of the nation—not only this year, but

SeinsTER: A woman who was too timid to be chased |
i by a man until it was too late for her to catch him. |

and economy. i
I would appreciate a reply in

your paper to the above questions, |

ery truly yours, i

HARRY A. STONE, |
547 Rivenoak.

tnJest

‘conform with tha tenor of |

his remarks on subjects per- |
talning to America and Ameri- |
cans, that English plly'rlsht
should spell hl ame

. .

‘The wurdl that froze on the
old man’s lips—"Now, when I
was a lad, 'e hld "Al winters.”

| Indiana Invemor dav!nl an

electric manicu Until w
view it with the unalded eye, we
shall refuse to believe that &

up. But in cases of property, unimproved, and used
for tion during the recent boom period, we
feel’ llhxlypeolhndxbouldbt!old May 5.
There is no use in government “kidding itself”,
about speculative property being withheld from tax|

Practical Paragrdphs

y Joha Edwin Price

| machine can chew gum.
R

ean't refer to fire-eating Senator
Borah.

It there's anything to the

sale. But every consideration should be made to the|
legitimate home owner, upon investigation of each
case. The Eccentric sympathizes with all debtors, but |
also agrees with those who hold that government must
be carried on'by support at tax collecting time.

Laugh At Politicians, Too
«..and dm:—plnn don’t! . . . forget, Dear Ameri- | were st
can Cmm. to enjoy a fnlgood laughs during the  bod: L
Preddential campaign. Of course, the mw‘“‘ their
are of tremendous importance, very serious in nature. | thei
WBut if you really want to enjoy your life to the full- shelter and clothin
est, train yourself to view the national election spell-

ing a

about

THEY MAY STOP YOU FROM MAKING
A'LIVING, BUT—

Certain_forces and conditions may sometimes |

stop-you from making a living. but not from mak- |

| " few years back when everybody was rushed
working long hours the uquhz was often voiced, |
“I'm too busy to live.” People often deplored the
fact that humars w-th all umr hoy

are the .lmmul;. Animals spe:
‘waking hours foraging for fn
Most men up to recent years have spent most of  Rose lnd zold the colors of the
r waking hours expelldlnl their energy for food, | ~ daw 1

charge that midwestern football-
| ers were given liquor before the
mes, that huddle gives them a
chance to brush up on “Sweet
Adelin

|
i That term, “Neutrality Bill,"

and dreams
The needs of the It's just a little candy box of gold
nd the most | And Fose—you sent it once when

h slaves to

|1 ate up -u the candies, but I still|

They may have drumud of the day when things | Have kenl l)m box to treasure for

'76 AND 36

" 15 INCUMBENT PO SVERY., v/
PERSON OF EVERY, DESCRIPTION TO
CONTRIBUTE TOHIS COUNTRY'S

WELFARE" : e

Watch for spring.

Village election soon. .

Did you a Valentine?

Miss hn‘rl’ut will wnd
22nd at home.

Are we to have a nlwdwulul‘
spring? q

The Cemetery Associal
give an entertainment in uu M

rd of Si

pervisors have

tiae c::rt]houu ylnrd et
e other less prominent

W. s, a son. ‘l'h Kt~
r‘nﬂr n- proud to be able
il

il u P rtionately happy.

Beaver's best eiti- .

xens :-m home recently
influenced by spiritistis, and dove
head first mtn his {ront window,
smashing Im and cutting l.l.
| face quite
| Charles R. l}nllmnn. for uullv
| years the efficient
| 8t the depot, has r hhpu’-

esigne
| tion, and will hereafter devote hll
whole time and abil
“Josej

ities to

after rail-road company’s interest

in real good shape
Mrs. C. Ul!zr is having “her
x..m barn changed into a new

an
modern conveniences, and it will"
be for rent as soon as finished. Mr,
Theo. Bookham, earpenter.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
wing to circumstances, 1 have
abandoned the veterinary busi-
ness and hereafter will give my
| attention to auctioneering and re-

to extend my thanks to
ge lmrrovemont Society
| for their selection of

|also to Mr. Mitchell for tln vrlm

| xiven and may Birmingham
~ | ways be the pride R

‘My C(mhtry, ‘Tis of T hee’... l

By T. H. MILLINGTON

Turn on the Spark

A photograph of an automobil> 2
T designed and built back in 1904,
| with my oldest son in the driver's
seat trying to reach up to the
steering wheel, hangs on the wall
of our dining room. I frequent-
Iy look at it, because to me it

represents

great lesson in
human _experi-
ence—the  les-
son of what
endless trouble
follows when
one fails to do
the obvious
The bearing of
this lesson on
the politico-eco-
nomic situation

ble, the
TOHOMILLINGTON ooy &8 L)
see.

Car Wouldn't Start

v friend Charlie and I had
driven the new car down town to
urprise the natives, and parked it
n front of the Athletic Club,
vhere we had dinner. Automobiles
were rare in 1904, and the brand
new shining car, to the flattery of
cur conceit, attracted a lot of at-
tention, and we were more or
the center of things. So naturally.
when at last we left the club
drive away, a crowd of the fel-
lows came along and joined the
rowd on the sidewalk to view the
great event.

The only self-starter in those
days being a good right arm, I en-
gaged the starting. The en-
gine was a 51 X ylinder
vertical affair with Pounds
compression. To spin that thing,
on a cold frosty night, was a job
for u strong man only. It would
start, though I shoak the
e car with my

| ceeded no better.

Veteran Enthu:
Now, if the reader should h.
pen to be a veteran automo
enthusiast of the vintage of 1904,
he will know the mortification oc-
casioned by the jibes and \unnru
tions from our audience—"Get
horse!” “Have you got any gu\n
line?" ete. Worst of all,
utterly unfitted for
work, for we were in swallow-tail
and top hats—a combination
incongruities utterly irresistible to
the audience. Some of the sugge
tions made, | know now
well-meant and sympathetic, but
they made us furious then. We
could see no good in any help o

fered us, but considered it a pel
sonal affront. We knew it all our-
selve:

Exhausted and Astonished

Finally, exhausted, in a high
state of perspiration and temper
and in disarray of collars and tie
1 telephoned for a team of horses,
und we seated ourselves in the c:
to await their arrival. To save the
batteries, 1 turned the switch, To
my astonishment the engine start-
ed and raced away at top speed,
roaring enough to wake the dead.
While cranking, [ had opened the

mu’Nc cut-out to relieve bak
pressu

ThL trnqu all the time had
been that the one thing needed

we had not done: We did not have

-| eran]
| lessons from either Russia or Ger-
i many. [ beli

tha

vious yment

End unsafe housea meed repace-
ment by new up-to-date building
Plenty of Work Necded
is more work necded t
1 can
Yet capital

many years to come.
does not turn on the
not pour in money
scale to absorb enough of the u
employed to relieve the Gov
ment of pinch-hitting for it.

Administration Unfavorable

I don't like the attitude of thi
Administration  any ter than
body elsg docs Jbody can
e me beli , as some
¢ Claim, it 1«

ve they are doing the
how

best they kn.

glect the obvious—the
not turned on the
spark of co-operation. They re-
sent sugge and have now

lost their tempers, so that they
call names at the ~mzhlc st provo-
cation.

They Bite the Hand that Feeds

They have apparently
ten that the classe

whase money is lo
ernment on’ its

but like mad dog
hands that feed
supercilious_attitud
ting pose of
of being the

otes

io
rh cover

cure for all evils of
merely the effuvium of eerves.
cent youth. If they live long

enough they will learn that thers
is nothing new in this ~n.m.l.
But their militancy has f
into" inactivity, ar
turned off the spark of initiative.
On the other hand, while every-
body feels that capital
overgreedy in the past
capital itself ud
I'do not believe that capital is
ing to ruin the coun
Capital Not Foolish

A ruined country is no good o
capital. capital credit for
ha ns enough to know
that. It is only a prosperous coun-
try that brings returns to capital.

However, if capital does
step in to do what no government
can do—employ all its capital to

2

ge labor in useful profitable

work—the tax burden now created

by the stupendous government

I'debt will end in repudiation and
chaos.

Time is Ripe

The time for that is mow. The
people
ment

experimentation
ministration  infallibility.
how the country has respondes

to
the courageous aggressiveness of

the automobile leaders. It will
flock to the support of any other
movement of capital which will in-
augurate employment on a large
enough and growing scale. What
couldn’t be done if capital would
go to work
Capital! Tura On The Spark
Employment of labor is a much
more potent argument than are
Constitutional abstractions!

r down the othe

The hermjt was bewildered nliwllh those who joined as s
¢ the changes| he found in Fair-|tors,” and also pal mm
banks, Alaskh. It occurs to Bruce |there must have been . over

| Catton, N

va Lot

ermmgh‘m wants a Slogan.
Among others presented is 'w.uh
moves to Pontiac she will ne
& microscope to do th-L"—smlth
Lyon Herald, Now about South
Lyon. We almost fail te find it -
|on the map. We note however, by,
our envious sister vilt

' The

mparin
- SOCIAL AND POLlTlCAL lage's census return of last enum.
CHANGES O ARS eration with that of 1890, that shé
Just four| years afler Bryan | kas lost 50. As there are only 667
1aade his fr

e silver campaign in |souls left you can ﬂ“lr' for your-

1896, an American prospector sn»l! how long she wi
went into the !ulu of Alaska, He| ~Well, the annual mnqundc
<tayed therq 35 years, and came | ball of the K. P.’s was a most pro

day only because | nounced success as was

- | There were sold 82 tickets,

ke was ill.

n Fi
led hermit,
~l‘4u~ would absolutely

writer, that if the|present. ~There were ‘Indians,
irbanks would startle| Mexicans, Don Juans, hobos, jew"
trip down | dukes, counts, no’counts, ete.
among the

llucheunesv
girls, an girls, sailor gir]
Knights, -nd all nt thlm M g0
make up a
Huebner, as an udublc Hobrlm
was immense, and M: d Tay-

chang
the bea

ladies were qla ns,

Diaregarding the inventions that
he would sed for the first time, he
would find rhany political and so-
cal changes—and a few similar-

ities
When the prospector went |lor and little Don Pl mstead " a8
» | north, the United States was bu.h Mutt and Jeff took the bnmn; 3;
conquering the Filipinos; today he nﬁ'mr T mAnl(ed -
ryboly sdid

would find ub equally busy setting | sic
the Filipinog free.) If he remem- | they had a bully tim

Lered the ‘g'ov« murmur

against trusts in 1900, he FIVE YlAls AGO

would  see \oda, government|  Although more than 40 signa-
fu_lmg ry regretful because the | tures-have been ncuud nn a peti-
supreme court wouldn't let it|tion seeking Board
band the big combinations of in-|of Bducation act 'meh .uuqu
dustry together in a system de-|baseball as a sport at

signed to restrict output and main- | high school, it seems .,.ml.], M
tain prices.

Remembering the anti-railroad
sgitation of the 1900's, he would

W|llllm Coit Allee, I miem|
of the law firm of Warren, l-mu;
amlin, Detroit, Monda!

inted a member of V
Planning Commission to l;n“d
John A. Wendorph, rtll‘ll.d

With the close of the
filing of petitions for elo:ﬁon lp
the five municipal offices to
filled at the l ring election, Marel
9, nine candidates had q
Mrs, Myrtle E. Cnmn, 'dlhn
clerk, announced Saturds;

ons upon nii (lions of dollars, And

o
g

then, of cogrse, there -voul
the AAA for him to think about.
Looking abroad he would see:
England. which he last saw de-
* the uth African
preparing to wage war to
the | inde| pwuhm( of an
\frican nation
any minus its kaiser, with
. former bBouse painter ruling
more autocratically than the
aiser ever dreamed of ruling. . .fm.
And when he got all through
looking, we wouldn't blame the old
| rospector a bit if he went back |
tc the Alaskan mountains to stay. | at the re(ullr meeting  of the
ar-Herald, Scottsbluff, Nebr. [school board.
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with a sense of humor; after all, “|would be different. Discoveries and inventions| & w | the spark turned on Mike O'Shaw obtai !
.l..‘,'n. 20 oo biomaor G the sage. P ould shorten’ working hours and by mastering | To hold e e and handkerchiets | That 5o the trouble with busi- tion at an observatory and Frank COUZENS Gro. B. Jupson
L | mae by making :h-m serve him man hoped and beads | ness today. Capital has the spark most of the time waiching the i6s COUZENS Lronaro L. HEALY
to master | And vther little trifles for my | turned off. Confusion, fear of tha| professars at the telescopes. JariEs Y o

o have me
'WHEN AN AIRPLANE crashes too many people ‘“o‘,‘ e k plays a useful P-rt Jn Jeveloping pers One day a professor walked in.

uture, fear of the acts of an in-

Ho"""- many mei to dream of lhelh always ¢alls to mind again your jenced administration and went to a telescope, and began to o P T »
to become fearful for the safety of air | time when the machines wouldw lift the load fro p Enin your |experienced A N witless | make obrervations. Just then & Your Bank in Birmingham’
travel. Air travel is safer, per capita of thowe who|tired backs that minds would have more time to|1 guess a tairy belped you when| Congress lads men of means and star fel. Mike gucped. Baseno F
Aghm,wm.‘l,,,‘] Don't let an | €Xplore unknown or tantalizingly little known| you choss experience to keep their money egorra, that was a fin, <th ComrLETE BANKING FaciLimes
ﬁ*-a-h scare you from ehjoying a soar through | "> Of, thought and experience. My very favorite colors—gold and jidle. sir,” he said, with great admira
the clouds. Are we on the verge of entering into that rose mployment is the Spark tion. “Why, ye_ haraly had time o
| period? Time will tell. —BEATRICE McDONALD | Y ey kiows. the ob-| take aim at it.




