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Boy Scouts Observe Their 26th
Birthday This Week

This week marks the 26th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Boy Scouts of America. All over the nation
the event is being celebrated. Tomorrow night Bir-
mingham will hold#its local observance on the occa-
sion, with a fitting program.

The value of the Boy Scout movement upon every
generation of youth is beyond human reckoning. No
one can pre-determine the effects upon boys of the
happenings of the moment; under the stimuli of up-
lifting precepts, of constructive activitics in groups,
a boy may be inspired, much or little; only a life lived
out, and inventoried atljits end, can provide even a
guess of the value of col} training for human beings.

This week we checke with two men whose busi-
ness takes them into some of the probtems of youth
that “goes wrong."” One of them, Chief of Police John
Hackett, of Birmingham, declared that in his long
years of experience in police work seldom do Boy
Scouts come under his control. “Scouting is an ex-
cellent influence on boys, because rarely do we find a
boy who has been subjected to the Scouting ideals
get into serious trouble,” Chief Hackete said

Another man who knows youth problems is Probate
Judge Dan A. McGaffey, of Pontiac. He, too, is an
advocate of the Boy Scout movement. "Only once in
2 great while do 1 have to deal with boys who have
been or are in Scouting,” he declared. " And even then
I find shey are just beginners in Scouting. When
1 so-called bad boy comes to my official notice, and
find he has 2 good home background. 1 am always
willing to put him on probation when 1 find that he is
willing to get into Scouting. After that, [ have no
mocg fear of his returning to evil activities.

‘The Boy Scout organization cannot be praised too
highly. Every youth kept on the straight and narrow
path is the best guarantee for creating law-abiding

only way to keep the nation’s staggering
crime bill down is to make tomorrow’s men good by
making today’s boys good. I keep a framed copy of
the Boy Scout oath in my courtroom, and show it to
every boy whose escapades bring him to my office. And
T suggest that théy join the Scout organization, tbo.”

This business of raising youth to a sense of life’s|
serious responsibilities is a tremendously large one—
perhaps the biggest job in'the world. Organizations
for boys like the Scouts play a great part in this busi-
ness, and deserve our support.’

One’s chances of being a good man are enhanced
by being, first, a good boy! .

Young Women Republicans
1f ever the youth of this nation needed to respond to
the call to alert and active discharge of the duties of
citizenship, this is the year. Young men and women,
of voting age, standingon the threshold, or in the
westibule, of adult life, ought to be concerned about
the problems confronting them—solutions for some
of which are sought through the policies and opera-
Tigns of State and Federal government.

is one group of voters that can do much to

maintain nc
scholastic structure; absolute equality
the students, no discrimination being

It is refreshing, then, to listen t

membership is-open to all, for there are no barriers |
| of family, wealth, and other material marters, that|
| prevent girls from joining your great organization.

matters relating. to scholastic standing—and ¢!
by a system of credits and passing cards.

is desired among |
except on
huody\{

o 2 local school |

{board member, Charles S. Kinnison, praise the|
| democracy of an organization such as he did recently |
180, when addressing the annual Girl Scout Award at lhe’
100 Community House. Said Mr. Kinnison:

T like you Girl Scouts because you stan
[ things for youth, for the family, for the neighbor-|
| hood, the community, and the public schools. Your |

d for good |

Girl Scouting makes for 2 good, clean democracy; it |

offers opportunity for happy and

interesting giel-

| hood, thus preparing you for the sweetest type of
good womanhood: Mere money doesn't guarantes
contentment in life. Girl Scouting develops pro- |

grams that make you honestly curious and sincerely |

useful.”
We commend -Mr. Kinnison's view

point to all who

are seriously interested in maintaining a tolerant and |
free government in the United States. For it is the
very essence of a method of intellectual development
that makes possible the opportunity for adult elevation
to responsible places in the social, ezonomic, and

political life of 4 free people:

American Liberty League

Should Be Honest

The American Liberty League claims fo be in, exist-
ence solely for the purpose of ‘preserving Constitu-
tional government. Judging from some of its propa-|
ganda, we are inclined to believe that the American

Liberty League is leaning too far tow
to "predatory rugged individualism

rds a returny
* Members _of

both Republican and Democratic Parties belong to

this League, it is trues.but if the Lea
they can go back to the unsound
uncontrolled-tes affaire system, th
ing a detour to national prosperi
Main Road for Americans to trav
surveyed over safe trails, leads {hor

gue leaders think
practices of an
 are only mak-
The only sound
s one that, while
s who travel it

into the fertile lands of Humanitarian Distribution

of Natural Wealth,

Many of President Roosevelt's
sceurity are decent in fundamenta
though s0 many of his adminiscrac
bungling them all up. There is 2
everything of a physical nature for

ideas for social
| concept—even
ion hirelings are
n abundance of
everybody in the

United States who is willing and wants to work. No
man-made force on earth can prevent a free people
eventually—either by evolution or revolution—from

obtaining what they decently need
and shelter them.

to feed, clothe,

We hope that the American Liberty League is far-|
secing enough to realize this as they endeavor to

remind our citizens that there is

a Constitutional

method for 2 better production and distribution of
the natural wealch of this great country.

Trape Nore: We understand that beer being manu-
factured by Frank D. McKay's brewery is finding in-

creased sale throughout the southern
crn Lower Michigan. Probably just o
that_astute Frank has bottled up.

Jav G. Havoew, The Detroit News

portion of west-
ne of many items

correspondent at

Washington, writes that in the coming session of
Congress “everyone will be for himself.” Honestly,
now, Mr. Hayden, do you really call that news? |

Tue way 11 wokks: Demanding bigger and better

schools for the youngsters. Seeking a restraining

order to prevent school trustees f
much money on non-cssentials.

THings work ouT. We fret abo

rom spending so

ut a ching over

which we haven't the remotest control, only to find

it’s a good thing we haven’.
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3 o] El expe res f a closet, A e desiring to do . s Sepl ry Morganthau | T '
to me suddenly that Lincoln must xpenditur by our Ut Doty to muﬁ S0 admitted in his recent “':“me““ of the income of the rest of

have sounded a great deal like our
own -Franklin D. Roosevelt, or
maybe [ should say Roosevelt!
sounded like Lincoln. And did yon
ever notice the likeness of theit
speeches? I mean their choice of
words and phrases.

incoln said and I believe Roose-
velt knows, “that this nation under
God shall have a new birth of frec-
dom.” Those words are as ti
row. as they were when Lincoln
poke them.

©

Sincerely,
MRS. JEANNE ROBI
1283 Holland Av
Birmingham, Mich!

Z

Editor,
Birmingham Eccentric.
Dear Sir:

As an old reader of the Eccel
tric, 1 have been very much inter-
ested in the articles which appear
from time to time, particularly as
to the whereabouts and welfare of
former classmates with whom I

rew up.

I beg leave to say 1 was well ac- |
quainted with the circumstances
concerning the motherless boy (as
mentioned in the column, Birmjng-
kam Before Today). I would re-
mark that there were two of them
in the same predicament so why

single out one?
|

As to John Harris, 1 knew him

| but treagherous cipher.

- hope that the

register public opinion at the polls; we refer to the

young women of Michigan, as

well as other states.

In particular, we refer to'Republican young women,
They can well afford to stimulate their ranks to tak
an active interest in the coming campaign's issues and
personalities.

Women, for long years, struggled and sacrificed and
“finally won the right to vote in the United States.
They have done much to improve the structure of
government—and can do a great deal more. Young
‘women are very directly concerned in government—
especially those who expect to have homes and chil-
dren of their own some day, if they haven't already
arrived at that status of li{. For young women will
come to know that government determines, amon
many others, one of policies that relates to mother
hood’s most precious possession: children—the pol
we refer to is WAR!

To band Republican young women together in
Michigan an active and able woman, Mrs. Murl H.
DeFoe, of Charlotte, is devoting much of her time
ghae days. Local youth of the feminine sex who are
interested in doing their part in saving the United
States from socialistic, non-Democratic drifts as mani
fested by the Roosevelt administration, or from a

ition of the unf recent Dy ad-

‘ministration of Michigan, will do well to band them-

wselves together in 2 Young Woman's Republican
tion. )

This community has many sble and loyal young'

HOBNOBBING WITH THE 400 {

| “For
| wished that

|dream has

Podunkville. The population is 400.
ple for various reasons
might mingle with educated, cultured, traveled, |

many years,
might be o
rue. A mont|

one of the

| interesting people. If you have ever

a desire may we suggest that you can have a lot of

fun doing almost that right in the

u may meet the best people. At t

| est relative ever did.

|, Of course that place is the publi
rare souls of all ages.

|47 *UThe lives of Freat men all

| We can make our lives sublime.

‘ou may meet discoverers,
men, engineers, judges,
—in fact men of nearly all trades

Their introducers or biographe

ts,

Ithings that will reveal their inner longings, their

| victories,‘their defeats, their joys a

| "In many cases you may examine the

are.
In practically every community in America large
enough to support a newspaper there i

nly become acquainted with them but you may
even come to anderstand them better than their near-

Here are biographers waiting to present to you the

musicians, artists, sculptors,

rs,” said the speaker, “I have to the bad (?) boy.

400. At last my |
ago 1 moved m(

have wished that |
entertained such
town where you

is a place where |
his place you not

c library.

remind us

scientists, states-

nd professions.
rs will tell you

nd their sorrows.
thoughts as |

| they have set them down with great care for you to|

peruse.
|, Do
| here

you like humor? Go down to your meeting place |
in our Baldwin Public Library and sit awhile

women who are just the type Mrs. DeFoe| with Mark Twain and let him delight you with his

wants to contact. We suggest, in the name of clean
Republicanism, that they do so at once.

THERE 1S SOMETHING WRONG with the intellectual
- cuising of the whole hungry world; too many cooks
are bringing forth half-baked theories, hard-boiled
~programs, and scrambled aceas. The eating of

which but adds to the world’s indigestion.

THE smp wHo bragged to his family that he drove
- the car 18 miles in 16 minutes, thinks Junior impos-
 sible because he wrecked it the next evening.

s f
SaTisFACTION is the state of mind you acquire when
+ Someone yow envy gets 3 good stinging.

| inimitable humo:

T,
Or chat awhile with great philosophers who have |

truly lived.

Or go over again
muAch time :n hd“"ll

s you ming!

| 400 Teaders of society, sto
\nll they enjoyed and suffered and
heritage
| survivor of the human race.
| But you are in a better

the fruit of their labors wi
4 A whe ¥ -

n you
hobnobbing with the 400 that

Ting with
in the mood m‘?llu&t in
“leave lnot::lnu on the sands of
et

with the great and good—the
& moment and realize

o
timg

the life of the One who spent

real
that

wrought is your

truly as though you were the last sole!

TS,

have been so lifted up and helped

DELIGHT in
rs then you are
ng you too, may
e.” . at least in

| well. He was a respectable, goor-
| living, honorable man and 1 never
{ heard him alluded to as Darky|
Harris.

Signed: An old neighbor of both |

John and Abe Harris and a friend

ROSE HARPER,
Troy, Michigan.

Mr. George R. Averill,

Birmingham Eccentric,
irmingham, Mich.

Dear Friend George:

T was very much interested an
amused in an article gracing one
of the pages of the Eccentric in
last week’s issue. |

If you will recall the very timely | e

suggestion about birds from m
good friend Robert McClellan,
s to be congratulated indeed, in
calling the feeding of birds to the
attention of our people at this
particular time.

e, at White Chapel have real-
ized the importance of being
friendly to the birds, and in the
past years have always made pro-
vision for the feeding of the

ound birds in particular, during
our heavy snow storms. A little
wigwam built of corn stalks, in
which we place attractive feed, is
|inhabited daily by a large group of
quail. t summer, when pu
| chasing some seed to grow prin-

| cipally for the quail. I had quite

|2 discussion with Mr. McClellan
|about our birds,

and when he
classed the starlings as undesir-
able, I immediately raised an ar-
gument in their defense. While 1
know that, due to the sleepless
nights that Wylie Bell and T

B position. You can enjoy | Crawford put in when the starlings
their silent comradeship knowing that you can s)'-um inhabit their neighborhood nightly,

| they will. not agree with me that

| they are any benefit to humanity.
I do know the value of starlings to

|us in combating our dear enemy,
the army worm.

} However, I must take exceptions

| to my good friend Bob's statement

v |1
he |

s do not mean much to us, but
when calculating the nrumber of
birds in one flock, I feel that ci-
phers should be handled very carc-
fully I think that we had bet-
ter remove one cipher from th:
ck of birds referred to in last
weeks When the day of
reckoning comes 1 do not want tc
be placed in a group with thos
who today are receiving so mu
panning through the for hay-| would s
ing so little regard for that little, | son with a

into_thy

them on the family
termine if the tree
under their combins

accuse

me
y, rather, t

At this writing a blizzard 3
raging outside adding to the deep| Sincerely,
snow thut we already have, and it | MINNIE HU

makes one think more abou

eat from now or

Chap

of this worthy

one not familiar as to how to pro-

ceed would call Mr. McClellan, & A GOOD BOOK, AN EASY
T know he ean give them sou CHAIR, A QUIET EVENING
on what and how to,  Sppe book business is not what e

feed our birds. ¢ used ot
Very sincerely yours, his week as
1 HOWARD WENDORPr{ | (his week as he
. cver his after-Chri
was evidence that
in to books as th

v there

are

1 have often wished I coul

rong sen.
und with a very definite idea in
i3 regurds to justic> and injustice.

The Other

family closet and bring out for an Fos:
airing all the skeletons, then hang Eress

tree just to de-
could bear up
ed weight.

NT SALTZER.

Says-

stmas stock
people do 1o
ey once did.

many reaso

w
fri

conce
might some
var.

endship o
tions in our
land, and w

Has Mr,’ Rof
of his rybber-

ment
“You will haye to find the mon
ey

The
mone

The world

to

I think it mhy.
« the answer?]

The dilemmalin which the passing | time, it will pay to keep friends
of the Bonus Bill places Congr
nd the Treasury of the U .

Ught with sprious consequences, | Sioned ‘and authorized the Unite

v

" Nothing doi
want an open

pection provided he or to the Senatd Fini
st in treating of them. he feared he
i reach in his task of
rearmost recesses of my or 11 billion

sibly ch:
ss should
whose fault
Roosevelt
No tiuthfulns
who knows me well would have resisted

right date fi
nce for vots
tion for congtessmen and senators.
It will insure
Roosevelt ca
is not to blal
as it all
Time will tell
Frank Ke
is a great garf
Are Embargoes Justifiable

In our an:
trality in the
there is dang
nations who,

We

Radios in homes are not more help if
conductive to

the answer to all

wil
and what poli
taxes just
i his own|

Can Congre
appropriating
the unexpend

ngress?

Joe Robinson,|

who last spring|

voted to sustain | (and semetimes a friend to feed)

Presdent’s| If a vation whom we sell in

but th's| times of peace should be involved

voted to|in % war, and if then we

override it, refuse to sell her, would she not

turned against|be justified if the tables were.

Prluiyemkuuse-uurmd in doing the same to us?
elt?

hy

s o her for a customer

| such a fecble| peace?
affair--only call-|  We have been in so many wars
ing attention to|in which we needed and received
his reasons in |outside t! self-righteous
his last spring | attitude when the tables are turn-

1ed is hardly proper.
1f we were absolutely self suffi-
ient in everything, which we are
not, and if we could be absolutely
| sure that we would never be in
| unother war, which we are not, we
But if so, what might afford to assume a superior
| moral attitude. But in the mean~

the
his personal state
of Congress

lie i
members

s | among the nations,
nd, anyway, who has comm

S.

for| that States to maintain the peace of
quire heavy tuxes,|the world? ~Are we willing and
{eian wants to levy uble to pay the price? “It is our
ore an_election and
grave? [
ss pass another bill |
the momey out of
d Work Rolief mon-|

superior moral conception of war
which compels us to endeavor to
throttle war anywhere,” you say.
Very

be

well,

« there, unless thoy |
reak with the Presi-

What then?
Is The Tow:
Country's End Plan?

e 't feople, who therefore will' have
| Finance Committes: that much less for food, clothing
Bmancing the 1013 |and shelter for their children. =
el e x for

nd therefore | ond Plan is not a sales tax
| but a transaction tax may be truo;
would it be? | but nevertheless it is a tax, n
uld with apparent | Matter what it is called, that wi.
o The country MY | have to be paid. Therefore when
¥ » | that is paid there is that much less

ollal
% would ensue, Con
yield to inflation,

I3

inflation to_the ‘ut-| Rt B BEE AL
of being morbid but most. I gavel Congress fair warn-| 107 "
ok b e hanun velo mesiage. || [COMmOn sense soems fo bave
- of humor Congress hag forced my hand.” ‘th l"’ “Rl !I lPrnln roon
The Bonuj payment bears the|that is a greater foss
of money, property and prosperity.

k advantageous influ-
s at the coming elec-

heir return. Yet Mr. My Valentines

tell the East that he
He used to send me valentines
A long long time ago
When he and I were young,
And all the valentines he sent
I treasure now among

Some. other little keepsakes

In an inlaid rosewood chest.

e.
planned that way?

t is right—"Politics

®

ety to maintain neu-
Italo-Ethiopian war )
r that we may offend | Alas—time changes many things.
at some future time, | He sends me valentines no more.
ed for friends. It is| No doubt he thinks they’re nnrld.
hat the United States|“Hearts and roses and a cupid,”
time get into some | But I would sadly miss v

e mighty glad of the entine:
some European na-| Excepting
ehellion against Eng- | Now

uld  have accepted
it had been tendercd.
outside of the United

w s,
o that another gentleman
me valentines each’

year,
And underneath the verse I find
These words, “With love, for

. long quiet eve- States has a|lot of things without
Writing atout nINgs in an easy which we capnot even carry on a ce McDonald.
o chair  with 4 uar of defehce: manganese from
e A good book. Oft- Russia, rubler from the British Advancing Ideals
¥ for statements which en the programs and  Netherlands; nickel from| “How is your daughter progress-
tioned or eriticized are distracting Great Britdin; antimony from | ing in music?
ol | any, Austria, Italy,| “Well,” replied Mr. Cumrox, “I
Column _ last ew South Wales and Ja- | think her is improving. Bhe

tounded to discover

fallen twice on| |
of

ha
ng head. Many
nts made in my arti
scal people and incide

3 e glear
from the recollections of ol
> friends and residents. I have

S. L. Marshall

1o tome of Birmingham history t)
refer, If.1

which I can
doubt about
attempt to verify
dents here or | simply
o he true.
letter about M
h decried

boo

ple  reading

turning

think

g t

e “dis-| of grammar and a bag-full of ten
grace” and “insult eg to state | dollar adjectives, they write with
that T wrote that material with ne  guthority about things they knov
hought of ridicule. With refer-| Jittle nothing  about.” Their
enee to the name “Hen Coop noks are worthless, not even
House,” any fair-minded old resi- pooq  entertainment — and
dent here will back wonder is that they get them pub
house spok lished.
known by that The drift away from books
sume. no on coud books—is to  be deplored.

Harris as “Darky,” yet, he was
referred to by that name by the
majority of the village people, not
with disrespect but to distingu’sh
him from others of the same namc
who resided here. In addition, I
was always given to understand
that Mr. Harris had been thri

Mr. Abe Harria

Most of us are not
could and should r

i them. If a
while it is worth re:
Zines, newspapers,

gether with radio

mwore and more di
of us. yler
Clinton County R

erest from my mind
njure Mr. Harris in

any way and
to Mr. Abe Har

uncle, for any m
of fact Mother—Here comes the pa

|*" Regarding the second letter, 1| rade, and your Aunt Helen will
“did not intend to ridicule “poor | miss it! Where is she?

Kitty Chatfield merely men-| Daughter—She's upstairs, wav-
tioned some of her 7 ing her hair. .

I might have done in t Mother—Mercy! Can't we afford {

some other person who happened'a flag?

which may have di
Colleges and univ
uthors.

Fortified with a good knowledge
ul

good books a year—read them and
e

various stripes

quiet evenings and b

Anything to Wave

ada and Gr
from Russia

o from Greece, Can-| ix getting so she thinks enough of
at Britain; tungsten | some of those songs not to sing

ks—the bouk

out thousands
Writing is one
they can do.

bookworms. We
ead one or two

book is worth-
eading. Maga-
and a host of

programs maxe
k readiag|
flicult for mo:t
L. Marshall
epublican-New

and tin from Corn-jthem.”
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