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a long papise, “T had to protect Iry.
I knew PAt Thayer was married—
but she diyn't.”

“I see. .\. . And, of mnm, you
were not Jéulous; were you

|
“A fight. Pat Thuyer was a big

man. Larry is perhaps more pow.

erful. So far as I know, Ar. Thayer
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It was as though Hanvey was talk-

Ing to himself. \"Of course, no one

£ could be expected to guess that you :
were Thayer's wife. And nobody te 1s abont 10
(-7ﬁe MA else knew it, dld\ they, Miss | degree. It we
.+ + & The dplor fipoded her of any g
) MYS ERY \ D
“You mean: Not thed?” prompt. | VIS
ed Hanvey, \ No. of my svmpa

aml 1 knew be
er.

m the tooth
with Larry

Reagan's head jJerkdd
Iy. He saw the girl stagt with sur.
prise. He saw her chevks blanch. |
Then he looked curiously at Han.

un sharp-
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1

to  another love

‘out for making love
girl?"

CHAPTER X—Canllmud

vey, ‘The big man seemed totally
Jim rhll(klonl 'lwnt mind me, Tony's face flushed, and, for an| ,.c nterested. ‘m was gazing fond. white, but she
Kid. I'm just dumb, and the less I |Instant, her eyes flashed. e 80} "0t the gleaming toothick—ap-
say the smaller chance there Is of | swered rather coldly: parently nowindfal of the v

anyone finding it out.”

John Reagan laughed.

“Kid yourself, Jim—if you want
to,” he sald, “But don't try to kid
m

1

question he had aske
Just concludedd that
know what he had
when Hanvey repeated his
In a quiet, conversational t

“Even Larry W

“I thiuk you're presuming a good R

Ha m didn't even
umbled
e\

dmnb s T look. T know there was
something between you and Thayer.
Maybe it was Jfealousy—masbe

e, .
At their destination, the under-

taker conducted them Into the cubl- | somdthing else. ~But It's awtul - | -8 TEEF W v
ele where Thayer's body was being | portant that I find out.” !_"l W e see. . .. Day before yester.
beld under police orders. Hanvey| “Why?' i Peston was et NAY LATEY Tearned that a macried

And now T \nan was fuoli

I{e learned tha

1t T don't know the
truth, I've got to figure things my
own way. You see;there’'s a sort of
link in the chain that's got to be

‘was frankly frightened by the sight | “Because

the body
dissertation on the killing.

s Reagan gave a clinical

“He
“Tell me that later” suggested | welde and one of the most
Hanvey hastily. “I want to get out | imyp rtant thi nu is what there was od 7 .
of this place quick.” between you and Thay ted Jim, “you told|
minutes later, didu't|

“Good Lord, Jim—if you didn’t
‘want to look things over, what did
you come here for?"

“To find that diamond ring. You
see, John—at the time Pat Thayer

|
|
1 don't see.

“I'm sorry it you dent” . |
Hanvey, “because it ain't hel |
nobody for you not to tell me the ! 1 didnt
truth. Even If 1 know the truth it | S0 "”"'I'w"‘[‘_ *‘]i“ so. 1 was fust|

at's

e “Who says T did
Miss

wh ! vton

‘was killed, he was wearing a dia- | couldn’t hurt you any worse thap|@sKing: And please don't

mond ring which Ivy Welch had |having me think things. That fs, | §°C 8il worked up. Youd think

given him. I want to see It he's | unless you really killed him your- | WAS trring to trap you. [ ain't;

still wearing It.” self honest, Tain't”
Reagan bent over the body. When idl “Buf you sald—"

he straightened his expression was .mm say you did. But listen, Just snggested that veu wen

one of complete bewilderment, \[M Pevton: Put yourself in my ey Weleh and told
“You sure you got your dope Dlace. What do [ find out: Yon run hat a fact?

straight, Jim?" | across Thaser waking love to a think T'd rather not discuss it
“Yeh." pretty little blond.  You give Lim |any more, Mr. Hanvey. I'm afraid
“Then there's something darn |thunder—and s clear there's| I've alreads sald entirely t

funny—because Thayer ain't got Something between yon. At the|

anything on his fingers except a  end of that interview you're thres (.[de:*!v and with a ‘xm-‘r‘

slgnet ring with some foreign let- | ening each other. Then a little

ters on it later you walk straight up to Thay . Miss Porton, 1]
Hanvey turned reluctant eyes on | er's room in the fraternity house | promised wouldn't try any |

the body and a little whil police tricks on youw, and [ won't
“It's gone all right, John" | they ang I'm trylng to help, not hurt, and 1

*I'll say it has” Reagan's fore hurt you much worse thau | ean't help unless [ the
head was creased with intensive N [But T aln't advising you ta tel
thought. Suddenly he smashed his | v rose and walked the length | a thing you don't want, S me and | What Right Had You Bawling Him
right fist into the palm of his other | of her cell. Then she stood In front agan Wwill sy much obliz Out for Making Lova to Another
band, “And.you know what it |of Jim Hanvey and gazed intent » Girl?
means, Jim—that diamond ring be | Into his round face and Kindly gray ta another man
ng gone? , “-,\ < learned of il R

“What does it mean, John?" | feel that T should speak frank. followad relictantls which Thayer bad pract

“Just this: Thayer alive [Iv. I—I have a hunch that you're| As Jim opened the door, the girl| It makes 4 rather damning e
V;en Larry Welch went to see h not trring to trick me.” doesn't it, Miss Peyton
Larey saw the ring and knew w Thank you kindly, am.  And |
It meant. He had It out with Thayer [Youve ¥ot me right; I swear you . 1
and killed him. Then he took his | have. She faced them bravely, 1 sup
sister's ring off Thayer's finger, be- |  She bit her lip, then spoke sharp. | pose I'm a fool” she said. “Ib Sow winhl sun
cause he knew I he left it there it |1y, “You are wondering how Il believe I can trust you. 1f you don't R

nnx me what  happer
could be traced back to her. Am 1 . W owent te see Thaser a
e |

"i“mrml 11 know, l:u(’ THE STORY FROM THE BEGINNIN the f"l": ity house .
whether you are or not, you sure | I nEEe WL R et
sound- reasonab ject l:v :uu‘\v. Mr. Hanvey. A cirl

. soe e e | e

The Marland Jail bulked forbid- | £ gossip. 1
‘dingly agalnst the full mobn of th’ Tha Welch bad done that so 1 would have no
perfect May night, Citizens of Mar- | she Is marr e : o Ihayer but to announce our mar

id were proud of their Jail \\f‘ o ‘s assoclation with Ivy. e, on ser elt that could
Its staunch concrete walls, of u<f 2D e o Y o IN“”_ ,”“ ns ’_,‘I.:rm,' R

tely atier her depa
frat

) st
marble portico, of the heavy i afier ho leaves. CApmic

bars which pro.

“For what

was to have access to the prisoners | girl tells him. n admits the knlfe is hi

med to an erring | dead, The Marlan o that |
world that it would do well not to | £2717% i Lra i "‘l"’[‘:“;“ e a1 )‘ tamous de- )
" cctive, comes to' investigate the robbery. Randolph Fiske, the bank presi- o I
err here df tells him b h that |
Jim Hanvey stood at the curb | ber got away S
and commented In complimentary | Chare of the mur. Yon were still af
fashion on the bullding. thereby | JeF 204 Tobvery At Kappen betw e |
bringing a thell to the heart of .h.\l bl Appen betwer
Joeal detective. Then they walked | With whis |
through the big gates and thence to | |78 the profits R+ “Yes—and I regretted having told |
the warden's office. The big man | ang apparen s he draws trom the story ‘Q., larrs. But things happened so fast |
and 1 had been under such a strain |
|

At any time. The warden conduct- | | for s Jeng n time 11 Just
od the two men to the little room | wanted someone to talk o
which was occupied by Antolnette | $27ed 10 g0 to M= Thayer's room lu[nmul st a little longer, I'll be | “While you were in Thayer's
Peyton. the fraternity hoiise when I knew to tell you the whole truth. | room . . . 2
“You understand, e  the whole uun;m«\ en et Tanvey did vt peess | fio wiis furions, of conese, Wa |
said Hanvey quietly. 3 aren’t you. ‘Therefore 'ud antage. Reagan was figh quarreled bitterly. 1 suppose T was |
Bave to talk It you don't want to. | to restrain his own impatience—nn swas. And then T
“I Bave no obJections to talking. | meeting with little success. Here
she answered calmly, | Miss Peyton. Decanse | Was the big chanc portunity when you lef
“Good. I shal have to ask ques. |10 Watter what you went for, or |10 gather important facts from a |
tions which might be kind of —well m.n h ened after you got there, | Woman who had been locked up for r the dress |

s and was willing to talk.
| But Reagan was a good sport. It
| he didn’t understand Hanvey's slow,
friendly, ponderous methods,

| two

1s that all right?” |1t ch that you were going |

w—direct.
“Yes" hier breath sharply
The big man reached for the gold- Surels you don't |

en toothpick and clicked it open, I

Iy why L went there.

1t seemed impossible for him 1o talk tart gossip? could at least follow them since he W vou that. T'm sorry.
unleas his pudgy fingers were busy | JUSt tha himsell had offered the case to the | pyy yoy know that Larry We A
with that ghastly Instrument, “Why? fat man. bee

“I'm not golug to waste your time “So the truth would come ont, They seated themselves on. Y She
with a lot of silly questions, Miss [ and when it did, Pat would be|mere and Tony spoke in a brittle 5 whi
Peyton. T reckon I could start at ced to let Ivy Welch alone.” vaice. “Do you realize that everything

The truth? “What Is it first, Mr. Hanvey
Miss Peyton?”
v did not evade.

the  beginning and check up with What "Is the truth,
¥ou on all the things I know al-
Teady Just to see If you'd tell me

the same story. But I won't.”

|

sou have told me serves to inerim

What |
him you |
Was he

your visit to. Larry
| Qid he say when
were married to Thayer?

llnr answer She flung her
“1 don't bel

anybody

i can hurt
tdo it

was Pat Thayer's “m'"

fully. Jim blinked and fumbled for his Just as 1T kuow that 1 didot, T've

“I'm ouly going to ask yon about | toothpick. There was an audible 0. 1 wouldn't say that exact- | g5 tho plain. straight truth, ana
those things that mobody else can | 33sp from John Reagan. And then,|!¥? The thing scemed to ""’“‘num It's what Larry would
tell me” A broa b S .

d, engaging grin | as they listened in stupefied silen

%d he say anything about see-

split Jim's lips. “That's fair enough, | Tony told—In a level, emotionless fsn't what .
aln't 1ty & tone—of h Ing Thayer . vn“n’l'\’\‘ \_“;~_ " said
“Yes. . . ." She found herselt | marry Pat 1| “Yes. He wanted to go right over, | ”‘i oo ' honest
warming to this big man. He | oceurred sinc When she d him not to, . 10t be. He gave me i
seemed honest; genuinely, deeply|finished she seated herself, limp| | wora that he wouldn't toll anybois
honest. and - frightened. anybody

“Because [ wanted to see Pat | . it Thaver's wit
- at Thayer's wife

“He dldn't tell us any

about that, Miss Peyton; he simply

| kept his mouth shut. Tt was on

| something more important. He says

that when he left the fraternity |

house, Pat yer was alive.” !

nd why 1sn't that the truth?”

1 can't tell you why, Miss Pey-

| ton, but 1 am sayir Tam sure

itis a lie. Il bet my right hand

that when Larry Weleh left that

fraternity house, Pat Thayer was

dead.  And Larry knew it!
BE CONTINUED,)

Continue This Exciting Serial In Next Week’s Eccentric

done the wrong thing? |
her eyes quested hungrily for .hm “For what reason, Miss Peyton
Hanvey. He seemed so comfort-| “Because ., , well, there's an-
ably friendly. There was something | other detall we left out. Larry was
In his stolid calmness which com- | quite determined that Pat should |
pelled one to avoid evasion. not go with Ivy any more. I had a |

One gathered that he instinctively | right to seal his lips about my mar-
knew truth from falsehood ; that he | rlage to Pat, but I had no right to |
respected the former and desplsed | say that he shouldn't keep him from
the a deep | going with Ivy. So I asked him not
breath, Her b that she | 1o %o over until I had seen Pat u
had grred; Instine | that she | sell.”

had done the best thing.

“And so you see,” she sald, after

3 Suppose she had |
“1 know," continued Jim - softly, uppose
“that you overheard a sort of love
scene between Mr. Thayer and Ivy
Welch. You butted in, and a gen-
eral row followed. It don't matter
Just what was sald. The polnt is
that you and Thayer and Ivy were
all sore, weren't you?”
“Yes

untruths |

“Now the first Important thing
T're got to find out is this, Miss
Peyton: Whatwas your relationship
to Pat Thayer? What I mean Is*
What right had you bawling him

She met Jim's kiadly eyes levelly,
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