 Dhe Year ........

* some definite action is begun.

_mingham will deny. By delaying preparations for
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upon being brought to the attention of the publisher.
Salaries Of Our City Employes
The information, published in last week's Eccentric, !
that the city is and has been paying out from $400 to
$750 more in salaries every two wecks than it did over
corresponding semi-monthly periods of a year ago, !
comes as disconcerting news when coupled with the
remembrance that there have been no salary increases|
for regular employes since the several cuts of two and
three vears ago were put into effec:.

It means that all of the excess has been going to
additional employes—employes who were not on the
payroll at all a year ago. It is true that the city at
present is engaged in projects of a more or less emer-
gency nature which it did not have at hand 12 months
ago—the tax collection drive, for instance, and spe-
cial work on special assessment district accounts—
and that the ingreased personnel may therefore be
entirely justified. :

Fortunately, much of this emergency, work is near-
ing completion, and ‘the city will be able shortly to
drop most of its payroll "extras.” We use the word
“fortunately,” not that we are anxious to see any per-
san lose his or her job, even if his salary is being paid
by the taxpayers, but we believe that the regular|
employes at the Municipal Building are deserving of a|
pay increase, and we don't like to see any opportunity |
they may have for receiving one vanish in salaries|
0 part-time or emergency workers. |

Business men know that there is no more effective
method of increasing the efficiency and improving the |-
morale pf their cfnphyes than by faising their salaries, |
and it is logical to assume that at least a part of the
emergency work at the Municipal Building of the last |
few months could have been handled by the re

aff, had its payroll been fattened slightly. This
even have been
sons to do the work.

‘However that may be, the best course for the
future would seem to be fof"the city to'get its
emergéncy work out of thé way as fast as possible,
reduce the number of its employes to an efficient mini-
mum, and pay higher salaries to those that are lefs.

might

City Manager Parry has already announced his inten:
tion of recommending provisions for a pay increase
in the next budget, together with an adjustment of
spme salaties now out of line. We hope, when that time
comes, the Commission will find itself in a position to
act favorably on'the recommendation. The taxpayers
of Birmi, m want to pay their city employes well,
but they insist that maximum efficiency be a corallary
0 high wages.

Woodward
b4 .

Traffic Congestion

idn is perfectly justified in con-

missioner Murray D. Van
‘Wagoner for his delay in ordering commencement of
the Wider Woodward avenue project through Bir-
mingham. The only regret is that the resolution
last week was not couched in terms even more

made on the project in the past seven years, The
‘Commission persistently continue to voice its
ﬁzdnl of the State’s inertia, and the remainder
of community should take up the clamor until

a real and immediate need for this high-
observer of Sunday traffic through Bir-

i : new . are, the state is openly
i danger 1o life and property which exists
present highway. The Commission would be

within its moral right to carry out its threat
ing. north-bound traffic up the uncompleted

in the event the State refuses to pave it

r Moore Loses

Legislative Supporter -

_J. Brown, able Republican legislator from
30 long‘ago was a warm admirer of Senator

oore w.lnvn,d:h ishes 2 fine weekly
in Mason, is the recognized tax expert in

use of Representarives at Lansing, Vhenp‘rs:na-

T G

©
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the

above $25,000 is found delinquent. Propertics
ranging between $2,500 and 523,000 in valuation
are found to be approximately\one-half delin-
quent. Owners of homes ranging in values be-
tween $1,000 and $2,500 are found to have paid
their taxes in greater proportion than on any
other type of property.

Another disclosure of considerable interest has
to do with certain commercial properties in the
business district of one of Michigan's important
cities. Among these properties is found a modern
hotel, originally assessed at $180,000 but which
since its completion has never paid a cent of state
or local taxes. It is delinquent since 1926 and
now owes $75,391.77 accumulated debet to state
and local government and the schools. Under the
Moore plan of tax cancellation which is supported
by a strong real estate lobby, this hotel would
pay its 1934 taxes amounting to $3624.10 and
receive credit for $52,976.20 of canceled raxes.

Another piece of business property in the same
city, an office building erected and operated by
2 bank and receiving in rents in 1930 the sum of
$100,000, awes in back taxes the sum of §67,-
465.81. By paying an estimated $40,000 in 1934,
1935 and 1936 taxes this banking institution
would cancel $41,000.

Meanwhile the homeowner has carried on in
support of the schools, his city, his county and hi
state.

Cancellation is a smart idea for the smarc
business man who has played the game like he
would the tables at Monte Carlo. Cancellation
makes a sap out of the honest average citizen who
thought he was playing the part of the good citi-
zen by paying his debt to his government and
thus providing police and fire protection, cven
paying, for sweeping the strects in front of the
hotel 5o the management might pocker the money
paid in by guests and tenants.

Cancellation may be a big bargain for the
pseculator but it is a bad ‘bargain fur Mr. John
Public.

Small Loan Interest Rates

Our good editorial friend, Elton R. Eaton, of The
Plymouth Mail, last week dipped his typewriter in a
vat of blue vitriol, and forchwith chronicled to his
reading public his disapy “defense of
the small loan companies.” Mr. Eacon, under the cap-
tion of “Thou To, Brute,” pointed out that all Mich-
igan editors who revealed sympathy for the loan

gular | companies by suggesting that they be allowed to con- ' will admit you to Gregory Broth-

tinue the three per cent charge, are unfriendly to

more economical than hiring new per- | those whose financial plight makes them customers Bes

of “loan sharks.”

The editor of The Eccentric is sorry that he his
offended the sensibilitics of his fellow scribe. If Mr.
Eaton's premisc is a correct one, and the “loan
sharks” are Shylocks, then we are doubly sorry—

K& for we have always striven to defend the average

man and woman from exploitation.

ed on small loans below three per cent. Repub-
Democratic assemblies have foughe over this
and when the Legislatures adjourned, the
three pef\cent rate remained on the statute books.
Eaton, there musc be some logic back of
all chis compromise.
Eccentric does not claim to possess
| data and wisdom to settle in its
columns the right
est charge. It may be, as you write, Mr. Eaton, too
high. If so, however, y
knows just why. When
ter, we, too, sort of insti
cent per month was usury.
of Michigan's leading weeklp\and daily newspapers
favoring the retention of the thrge per cent rate, and
we naturally assumed that, in the &yse of some of them
ac least, they were writing from fades, and not from
prejudice. \
But let us read editor Eaton’s vitrioli
as follows:

indictment,

none other than George R. Averill of Birming-
ham to. proclaim that there 1S A PLACE among
decent people for finance concerns. The editorial
expression of Editor DeFoe in upholding these
outfits was & surprise—but with Mr. Averill it
is hat different. His ment is such
that he does not come in contact with the un-
fortunate people who have, through what they
thought was necessity, become contributors to
the coffers of money lenders.

If these two editors could hear the stories and
know the despair and tribulations this “casy
money"” lending brings to some, they would right
about face at once and pray to the good Lord to
be forgiven for what they have written. To
defend such a kind of business as has been devel-
oped under the law permitting small finance can-
cerns to operate in this state to our mind is almost

prdy

Surely in these days when the dis-
tressed are in need of all the help and protection
they can be given, it is not good citizenship and
it is not within the province of a worthy editor
to come to the defense of such a cold blooded
business as that represented by some finance con-
cerns.

You HavE rEAD that Rremier Mussolini is preparing
Ttaly for a future big war. He also favors wholesale
marriages, and smiled last Monday when 4,412
Roman men and women were joined in marital
vionship. Marital and martial, of course, do not
the same thing.

I rela-
mean

Tur Drvroir NEws is opening its second bird-house
building contest for youngsters. We suggest that The
News a special prize for some type of bird
shelter that will stow away the flighty political
cucl

¢ rare beauty spot along lake Mic

young | tomobiles will spoil

i DusTAND DROUT STRICKEN
FARMERS LEAVE WORTALESS

FARMS FOR GOVERNMENT
LAND INALASKA

SLUMS To BUILD MODERMN,
SANITARY APARTMENTS,

RN PR

Va1 £v6 ARE FLOODED 34
FY FEDERAL DAMS —

TENNESSEE MOUNTAINEERS'
SEEK NEW FARMS )

v el

insanity hardly ever results
seriously. |

When yau sce approaching you
something like a comet or a loco-
motive headlight, be ye not afraid!
Tt is Samuel C. Mills with his
official badge, on_ which is
graved in burning characters “Ci
Marshall,” and Sam has the mus-
cle to back all rtakes.

FROM THE ECCENTRIC COLUMNS
—of Long Ago

Heaned From O'd Files Of The Eceentric —
at Mulie Up The Historical Background

Bits Of News
T
Of The Birmingham Of Today.

The It

un,

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

FIFTY YEARS AGO

directions

1 Last week, born to |
Mrs. :

Clean up that back yard Jack Purdy, the nicest From all signs now and soon
Awful cold again Tuesc n the town, a; Mrs. Charles -t0 be put up here, in the near
¢ wt—  Purdy, the premium girl, , Birmingham will be an

Coming
the band be

Now would be a
agitate the depot sch
it?

out  Saturday

| electric sign-lighted town.
While no ohe in particular is
aiming a building boom for Bir-

They had a bean guess up at
Bad Axe the other day. Joe Don-
aldson obtained all the prizes

vod time to

ne, wouldn't

|
cl

but 1 €4

? one.  You meedn’t  think . Jq mingham, aside from the three
3 ’ S ve cents | pess o any N other new homes mentioned else-
Fifteen and twent cent gesmes v lleh:\r;i\m)lwll‘l,:rx:!m|| Whore In- thin.* isae, "the Purdy
ers’ great metropolitan shows. . ! | Bros., Jack and George. are build-
William Strong of near Big Rolert Compton of Royal Oak ing on Ann street, another fine
aver has rente “¢is insane. Too bad, but he will 'home for someone. James J. Dav.

s term of _iprobably recover, when he gets|enport is putting up another house
{arm for a term of 3 (used to that baby boy, who ar-!on Southfield avenue, and Thomas
e Purdys are arriving from rived tecently. Such a happy form | W. Koonts, ditto, on Bates street.

The Purdys arc arriving from 13 Kot ditto on Bues sireet

| erecting a new fine home.
11O all not sa slow.
The Other Chap Says Something | We are al not ao slow. T -
| Kinney, a Brush runabout for W
Public  Instruction McKinnev, and a grea#® bhig
oring complete control five-seated Buick for the whn]e
of the public family of J. Bert Peabody, will

| THE DUNES OF MICHIGAN

tendent
Ludington has its dunes and a| Voe

of

igan is the area close to Hamlir school system of cause ux Birmingham pedestrians
Lake. the state, and to watch out or be auto killed this
. " 1 lacing the burden summer.
ough the persistent efforts o placing
o e D e e state | of education en-| - Hurrah for  the
: tirely upon the hoy. Rev. Levi Goodwin, one
state. !the orators between Albion Col-

re lege and Greencastle and DePaw
all University, won Friday evening, |
v taxes for, April 22, at Albion by unanimous

the judges. This is the
ond victory. Good.
H. Smith, electrician, whose
vt appears in another column, |
is without doubt, the busiest man
of all in this vicinity. Just now he
s fitting out the Greater National
otel with an elec! light and
power outfit. This job calls for 70
lights and when finished, the Na.
| tional will shine like it never di
| before. He is also putting in a
motor for druggist J. W. Cobb to

ice cream. Mr. Cobb lays
oline engine and in-
ity.

YEARS AGO
zed by Wilber

along the lake for Mr. M
a state park and
i the present

vork continues it

funds by special
p taxes, including g4
Michigan. | Koevering X on _corpori-
One of theltions and other manufacturing
in <[ business, on luxuries, and cigar-
work was Harry cttes, and from a state income tax.
Stollberg, bank-| He claims that ~ §$50,000,000, in-
er, fisherman cluding the present primary inter-
sportsman a n d -set fund, will be sufficient for
lover of the outdoors. He and his | purpose.
rother Larry were raised in that| The thing that Mr. Moore does
country, loved it and saw in it not tell the public is that by elin
recreational  possibilitie: Larty inating the property tax for scho
went into the paper ness and | purposes he is feathering his ow:
now lives in Birmingham, near De- mest s a large holder of tay
troit. Harry remained at home wble property in Oakland County |
and heiped to develop the coun-' cn which he would evidently like|
'liry and Dl’esvr}\"n ilL bvuult\' W0 to escape paying the school taxes. B lh‘-( tornes . Eeneral
ner men are hard to find. | Whether Superintendent of | Brucker, —attorne . :
With the aid of the C, C. C. boys Public Instruction Voelker has| Michigan, as “the physical R
the stat k work has been ad-| been successful in his propaganda | @ of the attainment of an
vanced 25 years. This summer it for bringing the entire public ideal,” the Birmingham Commu-
Will be a sight worth driving hun- ' school system under the direct|nity House was dedicated Mon-
reds of miles to see. Right now  control of his office remains to be|day night with appropriate cere-
o\la bathhouse is being com- n. It is a fact that this has been monies.
plete on the shores of Lake Mich- s aim since the time he took of-( Day will be observed in
|lgan,\ stream improvements have fice. Senator Moore's avowed sup- | Birmingham todag in the health
ade, work on the dunes has port is a long stride in that d parade of various county schools
gone foxward, trails have been cut | tion, and it stands us in hand, sponsored by the Oakland County |
, fire hazards| who have local self-government, 1o/ department of health, and the
vesist this effort with all our might. | Parent.Teacher Associations.
By summeka person will be able|  There is probably nothing that| Building activities in Birming. |
to go there camp or hike, fisn some people would rather do than |ham_during the month of April |
| or bathe and get a real kick out ' throw the public school system into | reached a new high peak, with per-
|of it. The park has thousands of  the political arena as a plum, and | mits for ilding construction
unes, huge in to grant the superintendent the totaling $237,3575, according to the
ire and fire 11-| report of Donald C. Egbert, build-
ntendents and teachers at ing inspector. The rapid rise of
¥ n the hiring alone would put| spring building programs marks
dd to a some premium on th jobs. lan  increase of $107,000 o |
| picture which is alluring. Just what would you think of a March, and $78,702 over Febru-
The level of Hamlin Lake was Situation in which the superin-iary  The total building for the
| raised some 20 feet a few years tendent of public  instruction|fi'y four months of the year ex-
3 should send a bunch of teacheis cends even the banner year of
10

el
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| nected  with hand-kewns Word to say with respect to their| ursday evening, April 24, will
| Lridges. AIl of the timbers in the  Xharacter, ~personality, qualificn-[ o "4o 0 hidtory as one of the
new bathhouse have been cut out l'wns, or compensation- Only be- 8, (0G0 Lo My &0 B oF
by hand, timber being the dead IME\forced to dig into your poe-|y Tpii incham Lodge, No. 44,
vine taken from the property.  Kets'p support tome shecitl tAX | Pree und Accepted Masons. More
evy. o i -
. From the top of one of these Vo 0CLY U T, \‘n’IT:'I‘~!ln?h:“‘cr::'::o:;do\;“c‘:l:‘hr.nt-
| Gunes a person can see one of th: [IMIRE | (DAL T APIRE | TAN tended ty of celebr
| finest uf}:‘ll sights in the state. For \ — 'll.-mh Io! ﬂt\c‘hortimu!_lon_; 8 ll
| hikers who want to really see the INST irthday at the Masonic Temple,
|interior there will be  overnigh GUARDING ACAINS presided over by the Worship(ul
| camps with conveniences. No & Master,, Burnett J. ‘Meirow. The
| beauty e main pllhr:t Tt ccratic Party pri | charoer i Tasg. 8® receive il
| e elort amd thows' what L% 8 Sition to the accumulation of a T ghan produces
| done where there is local interest ‘UrPlus in the nati evidenced by the
ond suppo:t.—Phil T. Rieh in Mid. O the ground that i
land Republican. extravagance.
| Democrats are
| STILL MORE BUREAUCRACY | j{ubbornly than &
| Senator Andrew L. Moare of the likelihood of a surplns for
| Pontiac, a Republican has come rext hundred years.—Charlesto
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direct, and

renlizing that they are paying. Be-
sides, it is foreseen that

m‘pu‘:m wxlll ve off any verv!hranched out in the field of erimi-
notice: e ad S 010} !
after next election day; it will he | 1ot ',3',:{,?:,'..' ';:".22“.5!3"2.:.“3
predictable, but not an actual fact ! Here it meets with antiquated;
to be pointed to, like higher living outworn, archaic ways of think-
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