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explained. “I stayed to put the sup-
on."

Marm Plerce nddded, and she told
Jenny: “Bart see Will go through
the-village. He says as how there
was & woman with him In the car.”

Jenny sald In husky tones, “Yes
Granny, 1t's bis wife. WilI's got |
married” E

Her volee.was terribly steady, a
L 7igld_ as steel. Marm Plerce was
! shocked motonless; and even Bart
could [n this mement read Jenny's
secret In her eyes. Refore the oll
woman could move, he stood up and
came toward the girl.

“Why, Jen," he said warmly, *I |

L guessed you liked WIIl pretty wel) |
yore own self, dldu't you!' He
chuckled, yet not In a fashion to
cause her any pain. “I always had
a_notion you did,” he confessed, I
knew with him around there wa'n't
+ & chance for me, but when lm went
- away, I kind of taought .

And he urged: “Don't you grieve
for WIIl, Jen! 'There's men enough,
not.as fine As him maybe, but
\_Marm Plérce said nnmy. Bart,

-}_-u-r mouth. Let the child

fam, I'm sor-
+ xy for her. 1 want to—kind of com-
'Zrh«. I'd marry Jen In a minute |
".‘d bave me. Guess she knows |
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m the sudden flooding ardor

had made him speak so open-

1y, “He ha) no least mind to n-rrs.

Dad not coitemplated dotng m
~there lﬂ'\nd n Jw:
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tdd Bm. “Don't you see she ‘
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| and at the same time fear It and

‘allent, burt without knowing how

clearly; she saw now that Wi
wife was beyond question beautl
ful, as a Mame Is beautiful, Halr
as ink: and black eves half.
yet brizht and warm; and
a fine brown from long
acquaintance with the sun. Jenny
would wonder at the other's beanty,

shrink_ from 1t with an instinet
alarm. - Withoot knowing why, she

wishad 10 deaw away from Huldy:
and as though in. proof of herself
that she had no su
spoke to the woman,

W desire, she

ake off your coat” she sald
ou and Will, you'll have to stay
and visit: stay to supper.”

Huldy smiled "with faint amuse.
ment, yet obeyed: and Wil sat
down and talked In the old friendly
fashlon for a while; of his long al-
sence, and his work In Augusta.

*1 done well there” he sald,
“Saved good mouey. But I'm glad
to be back, Just the same.”

He looked at Huldy proudly.
“Huldy. here, she had so nfany beaus |
after her all the time, when I‘
finally talked her into marrying me,
1 fetched her away from them |
quick’s T could.  Dunno how 1 ever
got her, but T aim to keep her now.”

Marm Plerce made n noncommit-
tal sound; =aid polite
“L hope you'll here, M
Ferrin!"

Huldy looked at her husband. “I'd
like being anywhere with Will, she |
sald in slow deep tomes. 1 like big |
me:

The- two. other women were un-
comfortable; but Will was not, He |
beamed, and talked on, contentedly :
but Huldy In the end would not

reminded WU “We'd best
" And as they sald good-by,
ahe explilhed ta Jenny: “You ean
blawe me for golng on home. P'm
still a bride, and 1'd like to have
Will all to myselt. 1. guess you
know how that Is!”
And led Wil lke a captive, |
away,
When thiey were gone, Jenny was

bad been hurt, wounded with-
out being able to put her finger
on the wound; but Marm Pierce
Wag not In the least mystified.
“She's o hussy

other night that's the only reason
Seth come and put a mill in here
v He was
ir tell, be
and marrled

fore Will come alor
her.”

Marm Plerce sald o B
o'd see the bind she was, first time
I lald eyes on

“Bart says she ain't more'n half
decent to Will." Amy reported. “ile
says she's always taking s at
him, and IWm too blind to see. Lart
says he'd like to take a hoop-pole
to her, the way she treats Wil Him
and Wil ways feiendly

The older woman' nodded. Wil
he'll go along blind about so leng
and then he'll wake up,” pre-
dicted.  “When he does, the fur's
bound to fly. The Ferrins was al-
ways slow to but 1t alu't
afe to fuce 'em when they got
their dander up.
1t ain’t wise to w
of Wil

“Bart says he acts like she was
made of gold and cream, |
fessed. “She's got Will walking
|'tiptoe around the house.” She wis |
a moment silent, shivered falntly, |
“The men act funny, after they've
seen her.” she sald. “It scs
some . .

Marm Plerce nodded grimly. 1
know," st 5 alking loud,
and bragging and blowing, and then

whispering. But yo're all right,
Amy, with Bart there”

Amy turned homeward present.
Iy; but Jeony did not return for a
further while. When she did ap-
pear, she gave no sign of what had
bappened; but she had ‘learned,
that afternoon, to understand Hul-
dy through and through.,

Leaving the house, she had set
out at random toward the deep
shade of the woods. She came to
the brook below Will's farm, and
stayed there by the stream a while,
leuning axainst a tree, her hands
behind her, her eyes shadowed,
deep In long thoughts of him
Dresently she crossed the stream

Where bowlders gave m footlng. |
Above her, a rocky preciplee fose

ke (00 blg a fool

'Aifty or sisty feet abruptly from the |

head of thie: grout plle that sloped |
down to the brook; but to one side
there was a path she knew, where
by a stéép’ seramble she might come |

lo the gentler siopes above, And“

Amy con- |

Jenny had no weapons adec
for this encounter; she could not
hope—or wish—to meet the other
womin on even terms, Yet (her
lay in her that long devotion to
Will which was like a rock of
strength upon  which she could
and she fonnd suddenly that
she knew many things she had net
guessed before,

“I'd not want what you want
from a man” she sald  steadily
Nor bait him the way you ‘do.”
Huldy's e arcowed in - dey
anzer. “Nor you wouldn't get him,
either.” she retorted

tut 1 T Al T know how to
keep him.” Jenny countered,
that's one thin "Il never knov

And she turned on her heel

1

Jenny, dropping
down the trail to the brook azaln
heard the other's harsh, stran
abjurgations hideous in the sunned
beauty of the afternoon; till the
sweet brook song filled her ears,
drowning ugly sounds,

And from that day Jenny under-
stood Huldy, completely; and with.
out word from Marm Pierce. or
from Amy, or from any other at
all. Yet, she went no more to the
brook, or .up the scrambling trail
Between her and Wil there was a
barrler  ralsed  which she could
never see
she accepted this fact, and found u
way to cloak her grief and sorrow

Only her heart brooded over Will
In an agony of longing to protect
him from the hurt she knew w
some day come.

After that day In June wien he
and Huldy returoed to the littie
house In the Vall iy i not

see Will thll October.  Qrdinarils,
the

by the third week in  Odtobe
alders and the birch saplings
stripped ; the oaks and beeche
losing their topmost leayes, It
this year the first deep frost was

d | followed by no rain mor wind to

tear the bright leaves from thelr
tenuous hold, till in the last week
of October frost gripped the land
again. It settled heavy M’ the Va
ley; and when the sun fose,

beld in place by the very frost that
was * thelr destruction. Then
the sup climbed hisher apy the o

“YES, MA’

MORE AND MORE OF MY CUSTOMERS
§ Have NEW GAS RANGES”

cooking’ Yri

y 4

e 2 = s
i

| THE GROCERY BOY Kuowsff

. -~
. . .. True enough' 7
-\ \I( )l)l R \ (,a» l{anu,e is one uf the most desired home
canveniences today. With all its new features, new cook-
ing ‘perfection and new beauty—it bri\n‘gs a new efa in
the Ritchen. There's no c¢omparison between today’s
modern range and those that were “'pretty good” even a
few veaxs ago. Best of all—they’re ¢ onom‘ul ... much
more s than older models, So you enjoy bctzcr, easier
hten your kitchen—and save \money.




