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The Townsend Plan - .

The clearest analysis we have-seen of the proposal of
Dr. F. E. Tawnsend of l»n Beach, Californiz, to
bring about a conditi ick *h will be

Bzrmtngha

Bus:

ness Leaders

forever relieved from the lnrof destitution and want™
was written last week by Walter Lippman, whose dcu
| comments on world affairs appesr as a syndicated fea-

leved as Bacond Class Matter in the U. S. Postoffice at
g Birmiagham, Michigin
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‘ationsl
sersity Press Club, and Oukland County Weekly Prews Auocistion |

tan lieves that eight million persons would be eligible and

ture in many newspapers, and are cagerly read by

ds of people. |
The plan, as you perhaps alceady know, is simple in
outline. Briefly, it proposes: *

1—To have every'man and woman over 60 years of
age stop working. for gain.

To have the federal government pay each man and
each woman over 60 a monthly pension of $200,
provided that the pensioner is not a habitual crim-
inal and that he or she will take in oath to spend
the whole amount within 30 days. .

To raise the cost of the pensions by 1 general sales
tax.

" Now, the plan 10 a lot of people is mighty appeal-
ing. The idea that the government will pay you $200
every month as long as you are over 60 and don't work
for gain sounds great.

But let’s study the thing a little. Dr. Townsend be-

would-apply for the pension. At 5200 2 month, or
400 a year, for each person, the cost of the pension
v.uuU be 19 and one-fif th billion dollars, plus the cost

Let's Get Michigan’s
Share Of Four Billion

How much will Michigan get of the new $4,880,-
000,000 asked by President Roosevelt to speed re-
covery.

It is the most vital question of the moment to this
Scate, long distressed and long deprived of its just dues
in the disbursement of previous Federal relief funds.

The answer rests with city and village councils,
township and county boards and other units of gov-
ernment to whom the Michigan Scate Planning Com-
mission the past week delivered a Questionnaire, Tt is
the beginning of an inventosy of public works possibil-
ities in this State—and this community.

The Commission, appointed by Governor Fitz-
gerald, is headed by A. R. Glancy, nationally known
engineer and industrialist. Its task is to obtain before
Feb. 11, or as near that date as possible, a complete
picture of potential public works in Michigan on wh
the State can base its demands for a fair share of the
giant sum soon to-be released.
© When the information is in hand, the Commission's
staff of engineers, architects, road builders and other |
specialists will grade the projects in the order of their
importance, legitimacy, the immediacy of employ-
ment offered by them or their long-term value, etc.
‘The Commission, in turn, has been asked to make its
recommendations to Governor Fitzgerald in time for |
their submission t6, the National Resources Board at
Washington by March 1.

It is important to note that the signing of the ques-
tionnaire does not commit any community to go ahead
with the projects it may list. The plan is a census of

ible work. It gives every community a chance
0 be Igard. Thirdly, it will enable Michigan to speak
with the vigor and audibility of a united state and to
place before the Administration a comprehensive list
of feasible projects within its boundaries which might |
be carried out if Federal money, by outright grant |
or otherwise, is made available.

If Michigan has fared badly in the past the loss |
mutit be borne. It is a dead issue, however. What con- |
cerns all of us pow is that the State shall not be‘
slighted or stinted in the disbursal of the enormous |

w fund. N

Because of the urgency of the situation, this news- |
paper asks local officials to give the State Planning
‘Commission its full and immediate co-operation.

Senator Moore Wants Your Aid

You are interested in the general subject of taxation,
area’t you?

As a property. owner, or s a renter, you want to
decrease the load you now carry jn supporting govérn-
ment.

You undoubtedly have several ideas on this most
important matteg, and that is why State Senator A. L.

has this newspaper to obtain for him
your reaction to the following questions. Mr. Moore
is chairman of the Senate Taxation Committee. Just
address him at Lansing. Here are his questions:

Which is more important, the payment of current
-and future taxes, or the collection of delinquent taxes?

the state delinquent tax sale be held May
1, 19362 If not, what should be done?

Should the state continue to acquire title to tax
delinquent lands that are sold at tax sales?

Should the taxpayer who pays his taxes promptly
receive 2 duownt for prompt payment?

How can real property best be relieved from the
sales resistance now caused by the presence of delin-
quent taxes?

Can the real owner receive any real relief
unail hn land has 2 market value as well as an assec |

sh.uuml  propecty be taxed, having regard to u\
b g reg i

S»uldmuxnhde veloped in‘order to remove |

a portion or all of school support from real estate? |

1f the tax is one within the ability of real propecty |
»py. MH the penalties for non-payment be made |

&nld xlu balance of the state propercy tax be re- |

M the sale-of liquor by the state liquor stores |
subject to the sales tax? It is not now.
the sales tax on foodltuf be repealed?

. How shall ‘old age pensions be financed?

S;old unemployment insurance have any tax. sup~ |
port

Should all descriptions- ‘of property for taxation pur-

poses be prepared in the county treasurer’s office?

'Q‘H the collection of all taxes by Kh: county

treasurer make for efficiency. and economy |

Is it wise to set up as 2 tix ad,mmem bnard the |
local

|

. or about 20 billion dollars alto-|
guh«r. Tt should be kept in mind that it is proposed
o raise the sum by 1 sales tax.  \

Mr. Lippman calls attention to the face thatin 1934
retail sales have-been abour 30 billion dollars. So,
the Townsend Plan had been in effect last year, it
would have meant that the tax on sales, to raise 20
billion dollars, would have had to be about 70 per cent.

For example, a ten cent loaf of bread would have
cost, tax included, 17 cents; a twenty cent gallon of
gasoling would have cost. tax included, about 34
cents; while 2 $600 automoBile would have cost, with
the tax, over $1,000.

A man carning $1,500 1 vear, remarks Mr. Lipp-
man, would have to pay about 5600 in this one tax. A
person on relief, receiving 525 a month would have)
only $1§ left to spend, after paying the tax. A dn-
abled veteran getting a pension of $50 2 month would
have lefe but $30 after paying che tax, and ths people
receiving the Townsend pension themselves would
have not $200 1o spend, bat only about $120
tax taken out.

Dr. Townsend meets this argument by saying
if cight million persons stop working for gain that
| cight million more would take their places, and that
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To the Editor:
As the father of two Baldwin
studenty, I am much interested in
the tax| collection campaign now
f going on, although I can't unde:-
mna | why it is necessary » 1 have/
2 d that if T failed

lo pay my uw
be sold. ]\ think a few s
of property that the owners fare
able to pay taxes on would help
tax collections.

I do not mcan to se

sell’ glt the
man that cannot pay, &y

rather

those who take advan of de-
pressions to shirk the reyponsibil-
ities that they could yery well
meet.

I think Manager Parfy shows a
lot of courage to infroduce the
resolution that the ngmes be pub-
lished of those who ignore the le
ters and are no dowbt able to pay.
for | can imagineyhow they will
be out to get his jab for some of
their own kind." Dhavé often won:

188 nzk manager and I'm glad he °
is nul ind.
But what is wrong ‘with our city

/uheu -yare they afraid of their
Jiobs or would their names he om
[the list? Nvated for Mr. Heacock,
but T didn'y expect him to be that

ean

unfair to let\the public know who
are responsile for closing the
schools—in fatt I think it would
be more fair to\all parties

For instance,\l have ‘heard re
peatedly that oyr own Senal
Couzens nays no taxes in Birmings'
ham, aithough T, can scapcely
credit the story. voters/ who
put. him in the Senate should

kndw if it is true any if iY/is not
so0, then in all fairness to the Sen-
ator the facts should ba known,
JUST ANOTHER DAD
(Editor's Note: Actording to
City Treasurer Harold H. Corson,
ator Couzens’ taxés are paid to
and m full. This includes all
1934 levies—city, sthool, state and
county). \
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The Other C hap Says Something—

dered what sort of a man we had
TART

Some daf some hero ot her
“is going t¢ win our eternal grati-
tude lv\ ﬁl.llllllz & 6:30 event J~

WHEN DOES A 6:30 AFFAIR
)

womery who try
on tiger are some day going
take /matters in their own hands,
tear down a building or two, lynch

a committee and then burn the
whele mess. cal

wg will be th Lo

ypu so”.

This condition does not apply'to
Any one organization or on
/group of people
/as ice in winter and flies in’ Sep-

and twice as annofing as

t been getting yorse
ctead of better. But we Are afruid

, things on tjme, if laid end to end

, 6:30 o'c o will be 8 hero?
If thte is any social justice or
any other. kind, the men and!

with those Avho are responsible for '
the preseft evil, would make the

A/“HILLBILLY"

RUNS FOR
OFFICE
Here are the campaign pledge
¢f one with a saving kense .of
/humor who recently ran for pub-
lu- office amid the Ozark moun-
ins: “As for myself, 1 am an
An.-m-n hilibilly—never saw. a

o train until I was 15 years oid and
It is as universal | Was almost grown before I learn-

‘wd that' Republicans wtre human

like other people. .. . I have plow-
«d a mule 16 years old in new
mmml without cussing. I.

came to Crawford five yuu ago

i d have been elected to the legis-
A a time of nnkmnng i goming. We a0 . °
Lt them tagssher voore spending s moner. 1 WAS 1IN CHARGE. OF A W M.C.A MANY  JoBS, hear ey mitherings fram ho e Jature tvice and been operated o
would create a tremendous demand for goods and L. LEAVE. AREA 1IN FRANCE DURING THE WAR, seak natures who stll helieve that Tor APRERQICILE o - o LSt YO0
bor. But let’y, look at this argument. It amounts © B Howarth, general infur- troit and winning a place as one at Aix ., < controller &N ."n'fffffn jnnou ‘;{H;;""“,j';f‘j;,l,,',; homay and we are living together
saving that if fewer persons were working, and if those | ;o ang veal estate ag of that aremowteitizens of its finances and later i full M- shoull begi Iw"“-k
ey, the ¢ i on | WL T8 e was born in Massachusetts, and - charge of the urea L can make
ulmllt']ohnol '\wrl\ uryld spend money, the country Leen a resident of Birmingham f went to Detroit when he was-17|  When he first came to Birming.  Many of .h. folks cont a lmnw out of it and 1 promise If
HoH richer. If this is so, Mr. Lippman inquires, oply 15 years, but in those 15 yvears old, entering the entploy of hani. he was-associnted in pusiness ‘hﬂi it'a commitfee dovsnt clected to make things so warf
why stop with pensions of $200 a month for people years it would scem he had given the Pingree and Smith Company. with  Almerol Whitehead, and to_havg pnybody come un for crooks and law violators of all
over 602 Why not $§,000 pensions for persons over & life-time of = generous —and hoe manufacturers, as an assistant when the lattar died in/ 1926 he M. it Mould say sor But father kinds that they will think hel}
402 Or pensions of $10,000 £, er 302 thoughtful effort to the betters hookkeeper. took his an, Demald, intg pux’nu *"l-* palfed a tom his paper. yin'y t from the courthouse.
? Or pensions of 310,000 for persans over 302 ment of the community's businest i emained with that firm un- <hip. Ris cigarlor e last fow minates o NG OB TR OO Ad-
Dr. “Townsend, apparently forgets that somcone fraternal, religious and cu aitural il its liquidation in and was recort of public service lw--v}t sa {ma‘ﬂ‘ h‘;u:l‘:." h‘lh:l(\k(llllu‘\‘\ on vocate. .
must rzmk aud produce the wealth which is to be ¥ "-l N : president from 1910, in ;; minhkhum is ]uqlli‘l"t‘\l by that ime i dinner for the
* ", as he " the death of F. C. I’munn “.- of few others. He'has Jeen a mem- or 1t
gonsuned by the non-worker. If Dr. Townsend's plan m““ D e Hren o "been kniown 5 the Pin-  hur of the Bu,d“m Pyblic Library childien, guts i ...‘h?'m Re Trees .
is 2 godd one, the more people the country could find gujebrate hi birthday next gree Company after 1901, on the vearetary of the uenn andiduer To e S
to suppart, the better off it would be! m.nh. and his Slst wedding ah- jeath of Gov.. Hazen S. Pin- 1924; m_rm-h ::ﬁ\-\; % handful of other gullible: I'm sure that T shall never find
Or lookat the matter this way, suggests the writer, BiVersary in April, but his vears ygroe, another partner. pistopal Church, g ) present. To spend half an| A thing that so disturbs my mind
We have et had ’ do ot prevent him from, taking a & 7 B was one of the organiz . later, emeritus of FolK D o ather per- As all these loathsome parodies
¢ have jlst had experience with people -stopping prominent part in half ‘a ers of the Detroit Board of Com- mingham Y/ M. C. and song who are likewise thinking to| About the lovely poem, “‘Trees™
|mrk Many millions have been unemployed and the  worthwhile community ente prises merce, and ey ,.n....l..m of the chairman of the npw non- -existent; (07 eives of the many  things | I'd Tike to kick the lazy lout
government has been paying them pensions, dole, o 8t the same time maintaini Detroit Y. M. from 1903 to | NRA Compliance Board, !{Hey might have done in that 30 or. Who finds no themes to write
mun business, 1908, During G World War e - Walking keeps 4. B taned up ' ) bout
work-relief—whatever you liké to call it. Why then, , . Y France with ywicalsy ani contract bridee wasted minutes, The - time about,
i the Townsend plan is a good one, has the country | B came to Birmingham fn spent 18 Ton e oy loave area | helps keep I ctalle alert. 5 might even have been used in some [ And pens these crude disgusting
P k3 N 1930, after living 45 years in De- the I C. Al Savoy leave area helps keep him mentally well-carned . re comfortably| " thing
gone behind, instead of ahead. If there is anything to' ——

“/lstretched on the davenport ax‘“h,,o,,,uwh,,m,.

the idea that a nation can becomie prosperous by fail-
ing to produce, then this depression should have made
us s rich as mud., The depression removed 16 million
people. from working for gain, while the Townsend
Plan proposes to take out but half that number. It did
not make us prosperous, because those who had jobs
had to support those who did not have them. The
wealth was spread thinner, so the general standard of
iving had to fall.

FROM THE ECCE

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The ltems That Make Uy

NTRIC COLUMNS

—of Long Ago

0'd Files Of The Eccentric—
) The Historical Lackground

0Of The Birmiigham Of Today.

Mr. Lippman finishes by saying: “Only productive

FFTY YEARS AGO
labor can produce wealth. Idleness doss not produce

|call for the last car was annou

m:hm in 1928. Harry Allen, attor-
ney, and until ‘\v-terdl when ‘he
vesigned, a member of the\Village
Commission, Has filed his patitions
and will oppase H. T. Ellerbly, in-
cumbent.

Interest iy the Bloomfield, Tro;
Southfi¢ld Towm&le
< been at low cbb daring the
past . week, only one /additional
candidate Having enteréd the field.

Whether the Eastern Michigap

ha

home, instead of irritably shifting

pen had wi

elections’ —

ngs|
P ts might hav
Trom ‘ana foot to the other at the | 0 AL MY thoughts might have a

scene of the evening's event.

What we mean is that we wish |
folks would set a time for thei
dinner or reception or whatever it |
is, and then stick to it.

The time saved

L Alvm)i will dispise and s
effoits_of the fol 5
breeze
These awful parodies on “trees”,
\~BEATRICE McDONALD

whn

by starting

MICHIGAN BELL

Miss Fronia Llinn's name ap- €d, when the jolly Bees mourn v A
ink i ; {1y Teft a long faced lat of dancers. | Railwi accept the grop .
wealth, and those who think it does are trying t0 eur o e sick list. Iy lere a long Taced ot of dancers, | Railvay il uccept, the propassl TELEPHON E\ o]
make solld out of sea water, and invent a machine for " \iis Lizzie Chestnut of Davis-| cyent. the lnhrv\[um\uu‘: ransportation ‘\:
perpetual "\0“0" . burg is visiting friends in South-| "yl oo a0 Thursday were | Committée, providing for a 25- 4
e races las rel o ham to De-
Somehow or other this Townsend Plan makes us field: {fine and largely attended. Over|cent farg from Birminghay <

think of the man who was going to get rich by a sim-| A mammoth boiler for the new

200 people enjoyed the sport on

troit, will be detérmined Friday at

i o me { the Lummntl‘e with
i . county jail pussed through here j street.” Will Beattie and [P nw#nur o
ple method, and without work. He invested a very jaat “?N’_ ! Tames F Wouster tried out their | E- M- Maddox of the E.
small amount of money in some cats and some rats.| B, S, Wooster has gone to Clyde | respective nags and Jim won two ,\ Hg decyense mbt_f;""”':fwl:*
Well, you know the rest—how the cats ate the rats for 3 short visit. He goes and ve- heats with one dead heat, Roward, dieagy since Booemper, Sus, 16
and the rats ate the cats and the man sold the pelcs of turns alone. wtnci nd Freer ware present e Tepariment ‘of Heaith, L
both and got rich. Little Miss May Thurlby © ‘1“;“; “,'q iuines m‘, T | mono aniy' 79 eases of coniagious
a tumble” a e rolle 8 - - o 5 e eported as compared
Think it over calmly, and while, as we said in the  Saturday cvening, breaking and ted to the goal and won & e 'Srpn.»c.-m e
e ' loose he most of her teeth.  prizes and honors due him. ‘
beginning the plan is appealin, (especially to those loogening the m e Depart-
P ppealing (especially o \maat, of her beot at The Birmingham Fire Depart
over 60), you will see the fallacy in the plan'—A. D, | We are pleased to learn 16

the temperance peaple of Milford

Gallery in Tuscola Couhty Advertiser. . d friend J. R. Sowers- _ Birminghgm voters will find on | the mouth of January, 10 of whi
, S £y s bt opper i s Do o b et et e v e ilhge
Whither Goeth We? et i Sfford on Foday might. | e e P aced coch mae - \
. e Again we have been severely = — 5!
ljm:iam Roa;‘se\elrvs ‘plﬁn‘;\ed cconomy” scems des- | AFaIn Upon by 2 mad oman
l:m  c0 g0 the wy of 3 helsh—mo "‘}f oblnl:on of | of Maple avenue, Verily variciy
mited human nature, which is something akin to!is the :puc of life and we get . .
chaos. In a day when mankind can make and grow | qur share of the spice. Call again, WABGGK
more than he needs for comfort and security, the un-| 6, AF & pice pair s the ape suid
disciplined selfishness of human beings brings about|  Mrs. Harry A. Sora, the genial, |
| widespread famine—want in the midst of plenty, We pleasant, interesting, entertaining| STATe BANK |
suggest that the government:of the United Staces sc | {ravelling salesman for n| | YOU ¥ GO PLACES” . \
up a department o be known as The National Com- | T Ut rade W, . B . \
mission for Unselfishness, and give it an ABEER BLDG.

lirge ‘enough to do some cducating of our people. No i a horn.
| enduring progress cari be made toward making people
gencrous through cold legislative methods. That is
| why the desired “planned economy’

—0—
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
Lady Maccabees

’ good times todiy is by telephone. It’s easier . . . A
" is going the way | World, Birm e e/
f - alasl and alack! de 'themselves : : Guicker [ + « tnd more satisfactory,
of prohibiron, kit and slack! {ertainers both  at. home. and | answers ran be hud and pl.u-cl.lw::plu:ldul:mz
abroad. Over 75 of Detroit's fnil-‘ \ pl an cal easily a - \
Two Thoughts In One Word ~ | et sisters and brave brothers | delays Those who can be ¢

| came out Tuesday e\omnu
When you have a brave man who is not gentle, you | lml by Mrs. Alber u.dl)rm-ll.- I(.reu
2 b upreme Commander, and Dr
h ol arbariany w"l‘:tb" P";‘"”" great and serong,| PTG Hooper of Port Huron,
ut still 2 savage. When you have a gentle soul that is | Sypreme Medical Examiner. The
not brave, that dares not risk the higher verities, you | Birmingham siste
fve no man at all, but 2 milksop. But when you have #d their visitors in their cozy For
a man who is profoundly fearless, and who has also| §logk lodge rooms. after

e .ady Supreme ( ummlmler uh
learned to e gentle, then you have that finest product licly installed the new offcars as-

| jolly time among his old friends— |

| BIRMINGHAM,

wined and din-

—0—
FIVE YEARS AGO

menf responded to alarms i:

W. M. CornELIUS |

|
DIRECTORS

MICH.

Hexry T. Ewarp

WITH A TELEPHONE

The contemmt way to arrange parties and nther

cludéd in such good times more often than those \
who have no l(‘]l.'phv s,

A telephone offers more than social ndunu;e-. A
l\ohtu.r. It enables one to order supplies and - |
“run” errands without leaving the ’house.
Business associates can call ““after hours,” And, -
when emergencies occur, aid can be summoned

linstantly by telephone.’,

\

various ug-m‘mum other local ? | of God" s hzndmork of which we have any first hand ed by that famous organiza- .
i teirgring ’ e kol " Selected. ' tion, the Lillen THolster Guards Frank Gouzens °| Gro.B. Jubson The cost of havini & telcphone in yo home., .-
| Detroit.  Sixteen * beautiful. | ! nly a few cenis a day .« 4 probably u
taxation “'“Fd P‘Pl" If 50, in what amount and | —_— lvr’nxhz and  wonderfully drilled | James Couzens | Lroxarp L. Heary )Qnorc than the amount \the average family
‘what age: | LET IT mE XNOWN to the cockeyed world that Pir-| young ladies in a natty uniform, | ds_in using public pay tele-
'hzuluinn/b the mortgage.and contract mora- | mingham is making a valiant struggle to pay irs civic ‘é"‘“; Sant. n";‘,’f{;l and Mis pan i | . » bones] For complete in 'ml"
laws have 1o the delinquent tax problem? | obligations. This town, which was made the specula- | o hwiy Tnetatlcd SBcers e the [Your Bank in Birmingham phoce |

% Is it more profitable to rept dun it is to own your | tive arena for 100 many “optimists,” (a5 were num- | resvective. stations. Drs. Hoops
- own home or farm? - | erous other sectiorts of Michigan) wants to meet its and Jamieson were friendly rivals
Can there be any substantial recovery in this state | obligations 100 per cent. This is why the present “pay in story telling to a_convulted

| andience. After bus s fin- |
owhership has became an asset? your taxes now” campaign is being conducted. I ishr‘d’, :l;n¢|ngor{011;::e!<;‘u::l .

abput telephone service, call, wn

CoMmpLETE BANKING FACILITIES or yisit the Telephone Bun-mhl Office.




