3 PO

THE \BIRMINGHAM

(MICH.) ECCENTRI

DEC

HURSDAY,

y MINNIE HUNT SALTZER
4 OLD CAMPAIGN DAYS

The method used now in presi-|

dential ‘campaigning is vastly Wit-
ferent from that of former years.
Then we had torch-light proces-|
slons, pole-raisings, ete. The Re-
publican party used either tam-
Hrack or pine poles, arid the Demo
erats used hickory poles.

There was always & great deal |
of rivalry in regard to the height
of the poles used for this purpose.
I the Republicans had the first
g the Democrats made
an effort to outdo them, and vice
versa. In order to accomplish this
the poles often had to be spliced,
and steel bands were
around the place where the splic-
ihg came. The flag at the top of
the rope would be the Stars and
Stripes, and beneath this flag, the
one bearing the names of the can-
didates for president end vice

president would be placed. A bra
and would play while the pole
was being raised, and the flags be-
ing run’ up. Then there would be
eampaign speeches and more ban.l
musie before the crowd dispersed,

During one u\mp.n;,n
Russel A, Alger came to tawn uvl
made a political speech. He ar-
rived from Dotroit on the mid-day
phssenger train, and a large ¢

townspeople were at the ¢

welcome him. I remember how
ry dignified he looked when he
ippell down from the platform

of the train, and how excited
everyone seemed to be.
During the Grover Cleveland

and James G. Blaine campaign .h

Birmingham Republicans had
toreh-light procession. Of course
e
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l" pefhaps, he might not hvl
Democrat.

WE, HEARD IT !AID BY— bun

rs.. Brewster, llmb was a harness maker
‘rinbrock. oo Faea: who \ua hig shop near the present
“I'm mot alone in my belu{ site of the n H re.

. that The Eccentric is a
n?wnp-ner‘ A friend .ouf" me

My

m. odm day that the first |one of the town's leading drre:s {

self was worth more |

bseription co t.” ,/had a pole-raisi
than the subripiion ¢os ! utdone by th "{zepusm-n-, Mr.

* | Lamb procured enough red “ban-
’nuch a procession was more ef- \dana” hlndherchlefi to reach from
|factive in those days of poorly 'the lower flag on the flag pole to
| lighted streets than it would be | the place on thé flag rope wher:
rlmlly, with our present mode ofyit fastened around the pole near

treet lighting. The Franklin|the ground. He and Mrs. Lamb
'band, which was organized in f\ulem‘d these handkerchiefs to
| 1885, headed the procession. The the rope, and when the llarger

flags were raised, with the/ hand-
ktnhu‘{ flying beneath, the eﬂ‘{:
very colorful

Mr. Lamb
harness |making business

men and boys in the procession |
wore dark colored oilcloth capes
|and caps. These were trimmed in
Ived. The marchers carried" light-
ededorches.

A large crow

retired from
he

the
became the Janitor of Hill higa

was assembled at

e old 2k depo N1 |sehool. He was very well liked b
::: “1‘1 .;'"ﬂ,',, " ,‘z'h}‘, depat. ".;..f the school children and they a
pot to meet the train which WA¥

peakers for the cam

were seated in ¢
procession again formed
with the band leading, followed by
the carriages escorted by severs:

of our leading te
radio

depended on

men on horseback. The % mm\;:ml_ pended on
march was up and down th commumcations fo

h ¢ returns. | recall especia

pal streets of the viliage T

Pasion formed one of - the high. the time McKinley —was

NEW YORK —I'lnd/wmu-n\r( A
¢ fillip passing the house in
which Mark Tiwain lifed in lower
Fifth Avenue, reflecfing upon the.
100th anniversary ¢f his nativity
A grand, strange old man,
about whose real gpinions so little

was known . . . Jadeed the
obseure much mgre t
ize of our great /men .
¢ase of Washington Irvisg
years I have lived a stone’s throw
om a teatoomish re
tableted to cpmmemorate Irving's
am told this
ine; that he never
vlace, according to
antiaugries, *living
d

authoritative

pared o len disquisition upon

esident sev o the wl Tated Trish patriot, Charles
lights in the old Biymingham ceic- pres Im,‘u;-h‘v!:l‘:]((i:l}:l cware Barnell. ta: induce 8 re.
Detroit to listen to the r\'lunu vival of interest in the love
Wore White “Plugs™ One of the en who went was T, Which blasted Parnell's p
During  the .Cleveland-Blame A. Ward. The Ward children and  career and retarded home rule
the. Republicans wore my brother and | had raked up a fon in Ireland The
- with “white ‘hugh pile of leaves at the side of 7 was replete with bibliography
ats wore the  {he street in front of our homes, ut | 4nd learnedly mq h’u color
ame. kind with black the intersection of Bat | But the p ell” which T
bands. Brown streets, and Stella’ Ward think you will e e e
My unel H. Leet of High- and I d i to sit up and wait . had another
land’ Park, making a trip on for the election returns, With no .
w train that n.n and he placed his . radio to Dn-l)\‘u« \ pass n:\la,_ nul-
Republican hat on the seat beside time, and all- the neighbornood /o ot )
. ter passenger entered wrapped in slumber, we doggedly 1;3\‘:",'_, \\'I“"‘|,j‘ ht agony of ot
the ¢o and sat down on my un- kept h other awa had come fram her pen The P
cle's | have since wondered  Mr. Ward returned home in b b airerienre
wee small hours of the morning | (b eaiet experienc
- e T and jubilantly announced the Mc- g : arth, playwrig
Kinley had elected. R .
My father had always been a Goldwy "
Democrat, and, theugh she then ioldwen, the hutt of <o
Ad not vote, my mother was a ctic jokes, is never call
ax was  her  father, 09 by his glosest axsocrates,
TN i Nen those who have been with him
had voted thi o for ve It's always “Mr

for our Republican candidate.
Thomas Koontz, who lived just

THINK OF A NAME that would describe nax
outh of W. Brown on Bate
D

1 marvelous new kind of motor—
based on a new engineering discovery
motoe so sinhplfied that it has 509

Brown,
father had been a snal
since he was ten years old,
drummed for the Birminghain
ers to drill during the Civil
ar, when he was about 14 years
old.

So when we learned that the Re-
publicans had gained the victd
over the Democrats, Stella and l
awakened the Ward children a
went over to my home and |
suaded my fathcr to get up
dress, and bring out his snare
drum. Then we lighted the bonfire
and my father stood on his porch
id and drummed with a vim,

Mr. Koontz was awakened hy
the drum, and, looking out saw the
neighborhood lighted up. He tore
into his clothes and came dashi
up the street to assist at the fire,

and

the world's fist <..m|
» gueplecy all-steel b
18l us what words wum S
“ribe its new Kind of motor. The
Motors Company, Kenosha.

Nash Aulomat asail When he discavered the source of
able al slight extra cost. allthe excitement he wa
Democrat, very much

#nd returned hunw immediately.
Roused the Neighbors

Mr. Clizhe heard the drum and
saw the reflection from the bon-
fire, and he dressed and huxr\cl
up Southfield avenue to W
He knew that Mr. \
had been to Detroit for the re-
turns, and when he located the
bonfire he, being a Republican, re-
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turned to his home much pleased.
Mrs. Clizbe, who always got lots
of joy out of life, was quite amus-
|ed over the incident.

During the same campaign the
Republicans had a  pole-raising
south of the intersection of Wood-
ward and Maple avenues, on the
cast side of Woodward. When the
pole had been placed and every-
thing was in readiness for the flags
to be raised, one of the men in
charge invited a group of young
wamen (of which Carrie Lee, Stel-
la Ward, Belle Ward, Maude
Campbell 'and’ 1 formed a part) to
raise the flags, and we felt quite
proud to be able to do our bit in
| the celebration.

My mother’s stepmother,
Garfield Leet, was Janes
When he
* the prcudenry ln\
mother was u-n much enthused
over it. One real dark night my
father offered to bet my mother a
dollar that she dared not go out to
‘the gate at he Hunt farm, on W.
Maple Rd., and give three cheer
for Garfield. My mother took the
bet and started out toward the
gate. My father slipped out the
side door, and when she reached
the gate he let out a blood-curdling |
yell. My mother screamed and ran
for the house as fast as she could,
thus losing the wager and putting
a damper on her Reoublican en-
thusiasm for the remainder of that
evening. The Hunts were all Dem-
ocrats, which made the affair all
the more disturbing to my mother,
but when Garfield won the el
tion, ‘the tables were turned a
she had the last laugh.

And referring to the Hunt farm
reminds me that over 60 years ago
my grandmother Hunt traded
acres of her farm, at the southwe
corner of W. Maple and Lasher
roads; which has been known for
years as the John K. Adams place,
|for a yoke of oxen. Lehman Ci
was the other ¥ in the trade,
and both he and my grandmother
o ered the exchange a very
| fair one.
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| the land and 1 am told he mak

dwyn One who knows
1 assures me

he s
movie plots and situati

cerned, and ¢ v he |m~ nro-
duced more firs films than
many Hol I\\mn. big-wigs who
ken more solem an
dote manufacturers thought
Dark Amgel. for example, exeel-
lent entertainment

Fred Allen, asked whether he

ang anv songs in his m
personations, auipped
voice for tec
accurate

the blae motee o\

If T were still e
paver feature sto
I'd devote one

ating the papa of the .
He's out on Long Island; now, ap-
_pearing in some hundred schools in
wig and knee-breeches and answer
ing any_sensible question put to
him -in Washington's own re
ed vord l He has unhdh\htd
m parade, convention and
nmth r'|l|\ and plied his trade
M some 600 schools throughout

a gapd livine from it . .. His sta-
tionery  heralds “Luurance I
Hart, hnnonnnmm of  George
W, neton.” “He's (hmkmx
of incorporating himself,

Emil Coleman, the professor of
polite jazziques, told me he got his
first Manhattan job on a fluke
Penniless, he wandered in to Bus-
at old-time oasis, and
th stra leader was too busy
scratching music on a lead sheet
to interview him ... But a piano
lln)c\ was needed and quickly . . .
He got the job—and the boss was
none other than Sigmund Romberg
headed for later musical renown
.. So many first jobs are landed
like that in a di spiral of luck
and, come to think, so many firings
oceur {m »mnlnx reasons.
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