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CHAPTER I1X

ET Saladine was relieved to see

Wil and Jenny thus depart to
tend the cows, for be thought Will
might well resent his having sum
moned the sheril. Even Bart had
resented It, a while ago.

But despite Bart's resistanc
be got  Sherlff Sohler on the wire
These two were ol friends,
Saladine “spoke excitedly, telling
what had happened. “And Sherift.
he suggested, “there’s a_ steam mill
down below here. You better find
out It any of the men from there

E were up this way. And sce If
Win Haven 1s _In Liberty. He
sthyed with Barf Carey last night,
but he set out to go to Liberty
this morning.”

When Will and Jenny went out,
Marm Plerce sald doubtfull
“I dunno as that's Sttin!
as T'd ought to let her go.”

No one replied; and she

head.

T dunno

itted
"Bu: 1 dunno as T conld have |
she confessed, ber tones |

Pot displeased. Hdr eyes met Sala.

dipe’s. “Walting is a long weary

. business whep yore young" she
told him; and then she chuckled
"I guess I can throw that Miy
root away!" she sald in an ob-
scure satisfaction. And then_ she
added belskly: “Drat that Jeony!
b She's gove and left me to get sup-
best |

per, and me In my bomba-
zine!™ She found an apron, tled
it on.

As she bezan to be busy, she
looked at him reflectively. “You
al’t In any hurry to get home,”

she vemarked. “We can put you
e up If yo're a mind to stay”
: heshated.
2 obliged,” he said. He thought the

Ume to speak Lad come. “Mis'

l'l-. be said, 1 dunto as you'll

i ,_m: w the right thing; but
10 me that AMis*

‘-s« Just—fall off *that

|
SWAP,. mich I
=

ledgze ™™ :
"L sh'd think 1t was,” she

sharply

“And there

wa'n't no reason she

the kind for that'™
fer is in Liberty to
d Saladine explained. =1 tel

ephomed him from Bart's, and told
him he'll best come th here
8| long Then  she
nodded Well. that's a
o we” she dechled.  “I'm
an old woman, bt T ean see a hole
o n nut ns far ne the next
She spoke to Bart. “Folks around
here don't © the sheriff mueh
with their trou he sald as
thouzh appeating to Lim for oon
firmation, But 1 say % the titten
T dow't se
te of harm™
Salading .
pushed her off of
yon she asked,

earnestly:  e8y

+ 13 ns safe as
|l fall
It npurpose ;

Marm  Plerce  nodided
“That's the way it looks to
she azreed.  “So It comes down
a question of cone did it
art, who do you recken It was¥"| T
He shook Nls head. *T wouldn't
A word” he declared. “I've
k notice that Just keeping your
mouth shit saves a peck of tronhle

1ed

Fometinies
She ser
thinking
Aln't you
“le might” B
1t's not my

/ to welgh

“I'm
Rart

this

m lave,

art admitted
business, and I'm

“Rut
not

. Taoked rd

and med.  “saladine |
. he told the sheriff to check |
Win, and the steam mill

mising fle

tow
Saladine

ther
up.
wen.”

ar

e was m
s old tones.
iid.  “He
blow, and get
wa'n't him !
Bart sald: “Matter of fact,
ik It was elther.
hurt Huldy

to someane

in Marm

twa'n't Win
might brag and |
bl ldees, but It

Plerce
she

He'd not

down

<2 He hesitated hnmul]- “well,
It 1 was the sheriff, I'd look for
one that had reason to

Marm ¥ watehed Bart with

some -displeasure in her sharp old

eyes.  Presently she asked him:
Ing  home to  supper,
“Lowed you might want me

lie suggested

u oa surface hospl

dertaln. Stay where you be.
Wt now, the more folks around,
T 1 like I She bustled

1 fro upon the business

. zrombling about  the
ek bonibazine,
she stood  still,

and her head 1
she sald gortly.

Saludine and Bast stepped out on

W the flicker of
o the  woods
toward road. The old woman
came Joln them; and  they
watehed together while a It truck
with a lon ody  pulled into the
yard. Two men all
dine saw the big for
I, and another,
black bag in his hand.
Saladine and the sheriff nodd
to one anothier. Joe Matthews spoke
to Marm Plerce. stripping oft his
“The road’s real bad, ma'am,”
he said

Sherift S unbuttoned
overcoat, hut did not remove it.

“Best to keen Mis' Ferrin here
tonight, If possible,” the undertaker
advised. “I ean take her home In
the morning.”

Marm Pierce nodded. “She can
« she sall. She opened the
door nto the dining room. They
went In together. and she closed
the door,

The sherift looked at Saladine,
and at Bart. He sald to Saladine:
“Evening, Jim ™

“This Is Bart Carey,” Jim ex-
plained. “Bart here, he found her,
Sherift.”

Sohler looked inquiringly at "lé
other man: and Bart explalned: I
was fishing down bre Dewn back
of WII's barn these's a ledge, and |
a steep drop below It. T heard a
screech, and n sort of thump llke |
a pa'tridge when you nall him.
Climbed up there and found her. |
Marm Pierce 1s good at doctering. T
owed maybe she could do some- |

ted, “Car coming,”

the
to

his

“As good as, It turned out,” Bart
replied. “She never come to at all” |
Sohler nodded ; and Saludine sald |
slowly: *I seen her. this morulng, |
Sheriff. [ left my cur at s and |
she showed me fhe path down to
the brook, come as far the ledge |
with me. There's nothing slippery
there. no way she could trip; and—

whe wain't the King te Kill herselr.

“muﬁﬁr
| brought her™

[ o to the steani mill Jim" he rs

The sherit nodded. T telephoned

H 7
Haven was in Liberty, at the store,
He told me that when be left Bart's

and along the bigh land till be hit
the Mac's Corner rosd™

d you I see his tracks by the
Saladine protested. “Or—

brook.”

some one’s tracks.™ he added fatrly.
“I took ft they was his™

Sohler reflected
tracks you saw,
been old ones™

“Ralved hard last night” Rart
reminded him. “They was fresh to.

sle
they

“Them
might have

day. 1 see them myself, when 1

fished down.*
The sherlf asked: “Ca you
any idea who'd want to—hurt

hesitatedld “1 woulda't zo to
)" be ;um.}- ndded. with a
deep reluctance §" Not unless 1t was
Zeke. Zeke Dace works for Wi
Zeke was kind of ut he
and-—jealous of
Jare ot mad at he
Bonestly : “But Will
Zeke w
Where Is
asked

might

He
Yet he added

“low that

on't

uld touch her.

Zeke?®

the sherim

Dunno,

body's seen him Sence.”
Marm FPierce came
reom. She told

ont

of the
dining sherirr
she was
He  nodied,
Was Mis' b

t here,

<lad to have him here
and
rin

dend

slowly:

when she

SAs-good as,

the old woman as-

sury bim. “She was all broke to
pieces. and blad white, and she
4 e 1 got around to 1t

Didn’t come to
No," Marm  Plerce told  him
You look her over, did yout" the
sterit urzed. He esplained: *I
guess likely Il want & doctor to

see her, but fou might have noticed

some special hurt on ler.

The old woman told him: “Why
she was hurt crnelj Sherift. Looked
like she'd fell on her head and side

re was seratches and cuts all
over her: and a deep bad cut on
her neck d her face was banged
where hit a tree, or & rock or
the like.”

U1 mean to say” he persisted,
“nothing to show

The old woman her head
Nothlng (hat she conldi't lin'e got

1

from falling the way sl

e sheriff sighed as thoug
couraged, and Marm | asked
“You didu’t know Huldy, did you
@ heard tell of her,” he an
1
ess the whole county has, 1
to tha the A woman
assented. “But yon ean see for your-
self, a lot of things might have
happened a woman like her™
“It was account of her," Rart re.

mindéd them, “gt Will killed Seth
Humphreys. . T gnnno as T blame
bim. I dunna as he went to kil
Seth; but Seth had a gun, and Win, |
with Wis leg shot to pieces. he had
to hang on to Setlys neck or get
another bullet In ).in_ But Huldy

was back of that."

heard she'd lefe Will,
the sherift reflected,
“She come bhack,
She to

sence,”

Bart explatued
a shine to Zeke and de-

clded to stay.
SWIN take her hack, did he
“Dunne as he could help i1,

tar
slowly :

confessed; and le  sald

WL he alwavs stood a lot from
Sherifft No matter what she
I dunno as hedl—harm  he

SRt A be did
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when t ik the
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that thi 1 matier none shouhd

ever know. _Aud thus resahing, she

found sirenz ie task before

her, and was @ again. ol

Ay was dead. Let It he by acel
nt. The werld would presently
reet that Huldy had eve

When with Will she came b

the little Valley

had some r

saw the sheri
felt her
But then, and
orebodin

she

< dr I away

WIIl said to this man:
“Why, Sherlff, what fetched you
here

The sheriff hesitated. 1 kind of

hoped you'd bring this Zeke D
back with you.” he siid, evasively
Will shook Nl lead. *T dunn
where Zeke's zot 10" he admitted
troubled  tones. fe wan't to
hon And he “But
riff, what fetch
ing for
en Naladine sald
r b, Wil
Sabadine. “What
dered
saids “Why
tloks to every
e Mis Ferrin didu't
Just fall ot of that ledze. They

throwed her

think some one mmyle

away
“Killed

from far

stam

her,

mean "
hing
W with
W he sal

that.”
his head ho
tirmly at

iike

mayhe this Zoke

head. “No
“Whatever did

halt te himself
heen sote hurt Huld
kel Why

" s a
T e
“Not that
A She needed iL”
He spoke to the sheriff. “Anyone
wund here will say the same

Will moved a little

w

“You teyving to let on 1l .

Will Killed her, Bart?* she asked, in T don’t take that Kindly

A matter of-fct tone e sai dowt want tha

No sense in talking around eorners.s  Of K fron you ér anybedy
“P'monot letting on a thing abone  about Huldy. o Not

It Bart assured her. “P'm teying  There bri b

to see through It, Geanny, the same AT & woment the sheri@ sald

as you alf to bimself, in almost quernlous

can see a-plenty,” she sald b

crisply, . Pty she Dot come to
The sherift sald. flound S I to el happen

like to talk to this Zeke. Might he

1’0 know something. Maghe Will,  And It seemed to Jenns sndden

he'll feteh him, ks like I'd have 1Y that this familiar Kitchen was

to talk to that man.” ( very small, and  crowded, and
But when Wil and Jenny pres. stfling hot. She felt strangled, and

ently did return, they were alone.

This hour she gpent with Will was

foy Jenny decply comforting. ul
dy's accusation I faded into a
cloudy unreality, like the substance
of a dream. But Jenby now. more
than any other emotion, felt a
grievous sympathy for WIll, for the

remorse she knew hie must endure
and she strove In small ways to re. |
sure and comfort him, not by
words, but by ady support
ing presence at his side.

They crossed the brook, and
climbed the steep trail, and came
up through the orehard to the barn;
and while Jenng hld the lantern,

her st

WHL let the cows Into the tie-up
and secured them there, He pulled
down hay for them, and went to the
kitchen for the pall and returned
to milk. Jeuny stood silently by
He spoke only once of that which
filled both thelr minds. “I'd like
to know where Zcke's gone to,” he
I

“He'll be around by and by,” Jen

ny promised him. “It's all right,
win»
But her own words faintly startied

her; since clearly, If Will must live
with the secret knowledge that he
had - killed ‘Huldy, the world could !
never be all right for him again;
and she wished suddenly to take
him in her arms, and teil him that
she knew, and held him blameless.
But ste percelved that ta do this,
to_confess her knowledes of Ly

haid flew (o her |
he

Then
Marm Pierce watching b

snddenly and  shrewd; and
she felt smothered, and  shrank
back Into the coruer by the doo

After th ! there was
silence
had a
the underta
dining room He spoke to WIIL

“The Wi he said “I've
done al (Iu. needs doing tonizht;
and if you want, Ill carry her
hom He hesitated, added: “But
If you take my advice, let her lay
here tonight. 1 can ‘tend to every
thin a sight better In the morn
Ing.

Marm Plerce said: e's wel
come to stay, Wil

Wil nodd Well, likely that's
sensible,” he agreed,

Jenny, while thelr attention was

thus turbed away from her, opened

the dm.r and stepped out on the
porch, grateful for the taste «
cool, moist air. In_the kitchen she

> sherift ‘say ‘|uuh‘lull\

guess,

Joe. you'll
along home now,
1 ought to leave yet,
like to thi
But 1 wish't you'd bring Doc. Har
ris In the morning. L want him to
look her over

When presently the undertaker
cawe out to depart, Jeuny drew
aside out of his way. Sohier and

dlug-crusced with im to wiwes

to zo

I don't I.n.-\r as

see

| Wi ek stood, “5pe

| b Marm

with him
there. Then Bart camé out, and
said to Jeany easually:

“Hot In there, aln't 1t™ And in
a lower tone: “Don't you worry, |,
Jen! Nothing to be afrald of.”

He 100 had seen her terror then!
Tt must have been plaln, for them
all to see. But even as she thought
this, she realized suddenly that she
Wwas no longer afrald. and wondered

Why. And then, without speaking
to Bart. she came quickly back into
the & where were Marm

Her hand tonched
and peace filled hey
enlizhtenment and ¢
a revelation.

sleeve,

truck departed, and

1 Soller and Saladine re

turned indoors.  After a moment

the sherift appealed to Saladive.

Jaim” be said.  “Looks like yoir

could figure something out of this

business. | guess you was the laxt
one to see MIs' Ferrin alive.”

shook his head. “T don
confessed,
“How al

N

a mile could have
Jon
Will shook his head.  “Lhe nojse
wouldn’t carry up to the furm, wity
hill between, and the
He looked o
he sald, “when you went with
Huldy, Zeke he come out of the
shed like he'd go along after you
ped Wim, made him stay be.
And he continued after a
a 2ht Jong
zetdown to the by

VU stop any

o lodze
ldne” Raladine
There was sile
Wil speke ag
iy the tiwe 1
e exp

sald.
or A moment ;

1y,

figured ..my

and went into the house; hut when
1t come on ta rain, 1 wondered
where Huldy was. 1 co

the porch and yelled for
he didn't answer, so I went luuthng

them. T started ta o Aown the
path to the brook. But then de
cided there wa'n't any use In that
He added with a glance at Sala
dines 1 osee teacks where you'l
zone down, where your boots lad

Wil sali stubborn
tracks that 1 see
had gone down

boat ebody

the

with
teail

And
hial

hoots on

Bart

spoke,
Jidu't
and

reed
He did,

. he did,

sherir “The way
Peke's

ani we alnt likely
long

Nor yon ean't ind him outside,
Marm

me sense.

ol Show

Sherin

Fierce sharply
You conldn't

away, &

e b

“TUhere's heen
you wa'n't blind
il she Jooked briefly at Jenny
“Tenny she called sharply,  “Yon
were almizhty seared 8 while ago

1 th \.'nk you know son hing me
you've told, Y was down lroeok
s morning, Did you see any
1l any (hing it allz" v
tones fnsistent
heart  was
v monient
way  was
clear all doubts
res yowid: 1
ol someone talking,
I the wo
Marm Plerce came closer to the
girl. “lenny, I can see more than
t: but T can’t see everything.
wus it scared yqu. & while
when the sheriff satd that
ing Haldy had come to,
she died?  What was 1t
Jenny she demanded,
Jenny ked At Wil howed
head, wnd her smile suddenly wa
radiant as the sun, It don’t mean

Wothing to me now,
softly, 1 can see It
What was It Jeuny?" the old
woman insisted,
uldy did come to, for a min-
ute, before she died,” said Jenny
then

Marm Plerce ¢

«d in u deep In

e never did ™
rt o exclaimed:
Jenny! Why. she was
before 1 ever got her
ny repeated slowly: “she aia,
" And for @ moment she
no She stood near the

stuk, where k
cooking dishes were
Bart was by the door

Marm Plerce was
and the stove: and
at In front of the
atcoat loose about

dn't,

s dea

here!

anway,!
said re.

res
and forks and

0 away

shed,
Jenny

o the

between

ven with hs gr
hiw

Will was beyo

d the stove, near
. Impassive, walting
ching Jenny, thought

she seemed In this moment to wear
v ma grace. She looked at
wi s lield his, and her
tone irthful

“Sle t you did i, Wi
I a smile on her lips,

zlance serene
uttered a low ejaculation
Plerce spoke ln brisk

Bar

Tnsfstence.
“How come you didu’t call-me?™
“I didn't wunt you," Jemny told
her gently.

“The more 1s0l you'™ said Marm |

Plerce bris her

the breaking point.

pened?™ she demanded,
The sheriff spoke heavily

pat

ce nenr
Vhat hap-

U

Plerce, you let her tell
A
ale

and swayed where )

as though this that Jenny

say had str

coulln't
weak,

ol Ler Wi < con

and weak

she dled” A

her, but her volce was firm. “She
Tald there, looking at me, and her
mou t

they
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even surpasses the cakes that  may giveita thorough trial. Dur-
“mother used to make.”  And ing this trial period you simply
there’s no secret about it: It was  pay for the service as registered by
baked in an electric oven. So of  your meter, plus a monthly charge

course there is no guesswork. You
simply set the dial for the correct
th

t control does the rest.
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oven |

An eleetric

cake as easy as mixing it.
Wouldn't you like to bake a
cake like this in your own
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Qeder |

Your New .
Custom Made.,‘
Suit for Fall
ow! |

of the newest woolens which will be tops for fall

we have assembled 2 wonderful selection -

and winter. The newest patterns in checks—plaids
and window pane designs. You'll be delighted with
the new style lines . . 2 and a suit which is made to

your own measurements will give you that smart-
ness not to be found in ordinary clothes.

Reasonably Priced From

*25 58,50
PECK'S

108 S. Woodward

Cleaning
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WEAR
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THIS DELICIOUS
BUTTER CAKE

mymoszazzém

OUR family will praise your
cake-making ability,

this
“melts in your
Lizht and golden and

with thick icing, it

nge makes baking a

...is the cooking cost shown by a study of one
thousand families vsing an electric range

THE DETROIT EDISON CO.

WANT ADS COST LITTLE
AND GET QUICK RESULTS

using a modern eleetrie rar

once  trial? Our Trial Plan puts you

under no obligation whatever, and

briefly iz this:

delicious

We will install an

clectrie range in your kitchen
without initial charge, so that you

of 21 for the range. If you decide
to keep the range, your monthly
payments will be applied toward
the purchase price. If you decide
that you do not want it, the range

accurate

will be removed at our expense.
Send in your application for a trial

chen,  range today!




