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GHAPTER, V—Continued

“Harmon,” l.ld llll bank presi-
/dent, “this Is Mr. Hanvey. He's
down here for the B. P. A, to look
lu.n our little robbery.”
e hobbled forward and ex-
L bis hand. The detective re.
garded bim in amazement.

~*You and the “robber fought »it |

out?" he questioned.

sir.”
dor't look like a gun-

'I"Q'Illlle map Tooked up in sur.

"l not.”

“Hruph | Tell me what happencd,
ir yml Dlense.”
—"  Hurke was speaking
Mlculounu. “l went out to lunch
Impiedintely affer two o'clock,
way and used
suppose Mr.
d that we always
1 returned exactly at two.
thirty because we were to be very
busy that afternoon putting up the

pay roll for the Marland mijls.

“1 eame In the back llm»’y d saw
a man putting currency Ioto a
satthel. He was holding a revolver
i bis right hand. T couldt't see Mr.
Kiske or Miss Seward. | Immediate-
Iy suspected that something was
mnlA;"

“A" rather nytural
agreed Hanvey.
vend then ™

“He yelled muvllnu: at me”

3 “What T

“I don't kmn I didu't pay any
attention to bim. 1 Jumped behind
the counter and grabbed my revol-
ver. He Bred at me but the bul-
let struck the marble counter. He
didn't bit me uitil T came out lnto
the apen again.”

The wizened casiler spoke as
though zun, batlles were matfers of

supposition,”
“Aud what hap-

everyday occurrence, ‘o

“You came out
“ON, yes, s'r! | couldn’t shoot at

hig from where | was. I ran around |

ﬁ- corner_of the counter Just

fired at him and he sbol at me, That
. ®a% whén be it we. 1 was very
#orry nbout that because | fell down
and that kept me from following.”

rted for (he front door. 1.
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ducked for cov

“Yes,
“How
“I was still
front door wa
Jump Into the
“There was
wheel 7"
Yen
Hanvey's b
slowly.
wonder more «
don’t get stuck
He rose and

1 did”

eral secondy st

way and

roife to Oak
1o Fiske's office,
his teerible cig
Iy eyes on the

'his aiu

stick-up  man

f

Yes, Si
That | Had

sald he was frightened and so he

“Then no one saw the robber ac-
tually drive away?”

Same old routine.

which he opened.

then he moved down the pas
tnspec

ke

wouldn't tgrdly be a chunce for us, | be, 1

| Regretted Very Much |

More Vulnerable Spot.”

‘cause their program w

interested.

Vernon, eh?”
“Friend of yoursY

mean.”

ward with a
dence.

“Golly, no."
“He bas faults—"

bles!

er,”

dollar «
rather unusual—"

in the safe
s open,
car™

anotlier man at the

The| 1
I saw hiw dud

with him,
na

naturally

ilbous head  moved
s a
of these littke banks
up.”

waddled to the door,

In the

—so friendly that
afraid he las rather
must have s
He stood for ser- | o, L
aring into the ban “What we

ned like interfer

you interferin

tective did not seem particularly
“Vernon," he remarked. lhx“.ll
“Yea. They eall him Max.*
“1 like him—if tha's what you

“What sort of kid is he?
Fiske hesitated, then leaned for-
udden burst of confl-
“If 1 give you my honest
opinion of that boy, Hanyey—will it
prejudice you agalnst him?*

“Who hasn't? Only men I'mafraid
of are these goody-goedy, Aint-I-
honest. ones. They're the cute ba-

ow about Vermon™
“It iso’t & long story. You know
we have a college here. Vernon
tered as a_freshnian three years ug
—he's finlshing bis junior year now.
1 met bim when be came into the
bank and opened a ninety-thousand-
king account. It was

I should guess yes'

1 had a chat
This money was the re-
mainder of an Inheritance from Lis
mother, she haviig been his surviv-

past three years
Max and 1 have been quite f
af times

endly
l'm
resented w nu

-

ver. When T remembered after the |
lexcitement died dowsn (hat the car
had looked like Yernon's I paid
mighty little attent Then 1 re-
called the man at the wheel—and
it seemed to me that even in the
brief glimpse, it was Vernoa™

“You couldn’t swear it, though?"

“Certajuls not. But I Investigated
and pow, Hanvey, comes the rotten
part of my chaln of evldence. That
night Max Vermen did uot return,to
his room In. the Psi Tan Thta
house. He did not come back until
ate vesterday afternoon.”

“Yes.

Fiske I’m‘nﬂl then looked up at
Hanvey's expressionless face. “I'm
trying to be fair to the hay—and
to you. He went to his room at the
fraternity house. But, Hanvey, there
| was something else that 1 didut
| Lear until this morning.”

“What ¥"

“He didn't come back in the ear
be was using day before

yester

ay !
Jim blinked slowly, lizhted a fresh
cigar and blew a cloud of the ran-
cd smoke across the tal

" he asked with depressing

interest.  “What did he
w Fiske “A
w sive ¢

. ey puffed
1ghtfully, but said nothing. To
ithe Banker it seemed that he was not
even to think,
great hnman Iul ko« Ipyi
| Fiske was considerably irrits
\ -

botheri

“Vernon has been running through .”‘Ij‘m Mint
ected the rear door [y aney pretty fast.  He start ‘”, weld In hie 1 o fomd of
streel. He returned | oy glowly in his freshian Py . ot

lighted another of | 1,,4 tne word got out that he wa |u= " N oy, o e M.“,‘
ars and turtied Kind: | very rich and he gatiered around |17} e bivini e
bavker. Imself a group. of friends rather l:"_ e rers g ""“'I”“m""h

actly going to be [ more mercenary than genwine. Max o e peint

the | Yernon I weak

bt for

gettin {
|
| there isn't a vicious L
| His first year at
money lavishly. |
it faster.
through every
left
o8
“Too

cent

SW

and always promised

re'd be a

com;

v cent. That

| two hundreq Gollars
week ago he came to

Not Struck Him in a
broke

nt off ele.

about as w

Thix year lie
of wih

he have all

/ I) .
vl 11 ”' | run-through his mone.

ak as

NIt there | young man who is not vicious can |,
really believe, though, nm\

ne in his be

-ap e spent
s run
little

He must be a hird
" friends l'ur
d. One in particular

nis own

“I'll tell you about him directhy.

To stick to-Vernon; when | saw his
money dwindling 1 started having |
sensible, fatherly talks with him

confesked his weakness

to draw in his

ns. ‘Fhen the next thing 1 knew
walloping
through the hink.”

big clieck

his

money

a position to know so much about
Abont a month ago b

& why T'm In
had
Didn't have

left. About a
me and asked

for a loan. He admitted that he was
He sald he was in a rotten
fix—owed a big gambling debt—and
felt that his honor was at stake.”

“And after you fell ant {0 ask you | tDoes he gamble muc
Prompled Jim. is (hs: Leavin' the robbery itself o
“1 Beed again, ~ {out of the conversation for a min-| \,,,::d d;::' ?x‘.l:r::;mml h::::-ﬂ
Lord! he had hi e beg i P
Setflasdt. After be had it | e—tiag. there been h‘t‘::":":;n(‘l') money. Of course, 1 explained that
& aro cre. rece )
4 [ couldn’t lend it—at least that the
“Yes, sit. I'whs very lucky, too. 1| Anything that was unusual—like
oAt ‘.; Tk sumaging around, o | 1K N i ofee lo tend
“Yo@ are aure about that?” [ anything Ilke that? Iu.lu . ing nux: personally, but
“Quite positive. sir. You see, we| e pesitated  briefly, ored !‘.)(|“he| I“"d'h"“ “l"”’"' !
“found hlood on the. floor where he | o ion ey oot o s Tout heip & DIt. He need-
Bad heen standinz. And there AR thece has beed fometbing "N:’rmkn:‘\_u:v{u‘;m e
8 trall of Wlond 10 the front door | Lociitar ™ Hansey asserted, "It ten't that, H

nd’ meross, the sidewalk to the

“The robber ran away?*
“Yex, sir, | Megretted v
that 1 had not struck him
villiérable spot”
“N¥ey did aplenty. Now, Mr.
. Ducke, what happened after that?
Abe little man fugbed with em-

a more

barrassment.
“1¢ fainted." { R
“Golly ™ breathed Jim, “it was
about time.* .

faced Hancey
“Qulte a hero, ist be,

“Mal? You sald it! Mr. Burke, Is
tint All you know about the rob-
by I*
“Yes, sir”

“HAQ you ever seen the robber be
foge?™
“Not that I can remerhber.

No suapition, o

' "‘-x -

-g Fose. “That'l be all, Mr.
lhru \n-l U'm really po to.
have! wet you,"

Hdrmon Burke bowed stiffly ana
hobbled away. When the door closed

hehind' Wim® Ihn\ey turned to the
banker.
SVhink of a liftle rupt like him
pullin’ a stunt like (hat. His story
nf the gun fght is accurate”
“Absolutely—as far as | could
—wre.from the safe”
l\'.hl did you do while this was.
:"H
\‘mllnt 1 was frankly fright-
ened, and, ul lhe time 1 didn't even

Kpow it was Burke who was shoot.
ing. From Ilwro I was I couldn't
e oue but the robber.”

rke was correc
that the man was hi
“There's no question abont that.
There was a good deal of blood on
the fioor, He must have been bleed-
ing rather profusely, too, because
the trail seemed to get heavier as
it apprifached the curb. A car was
waiting there for him."
A else see the robbery?
“Xor
“Anyone see the esedipe
"Xu one. A negro boy wh.. works
At the gas station across the street
© #ald he heard the shooting. But he

n stating

¥y much

{ ‘L didn't sa
No-, but

Randofph
Impressed.
| he salq,
the car in whi

That
Whose was 1t?
Fiske toyed

My susp
unjusty

“We ain't gu
nocent folks, M
pe not.
You see, in al
ouldn’t be sur

Who was it

| swear that it
waited at the ¢

nvey spok
you
lai's name, Mr.

known him foi

car, His name-

HE
was mark
as though

“To tell you the truth,
“I am sure

‘re preity positive

young friend of mine who is |

“He's a nice bo,
I'm not_positive he was driviog the

drew a long brea
Maxwell Vernon

CHAPTER VI

feared he had talked

0 o
Kind of acted it
iske _wits  genuinely | iy the last month, w
likely.
ninety

recognized
ch the robber drove

baustible,

zone.
mnlul( awful go

He confessed
with a blotter for a |been a fool.

what 1o do,
he leave the college.

in' 'to bother no in-
Ir. Fiske.

Especially this ane.
Il the excitement, 1|
e it was hia

3 | & Dutch uncle—"

“He meant it;
he'd never do it.

llege here. Mar-
could . almost
wits his car which
urb for the robb

dency.

Hanvey
su't know anything about money
. or if he does, he's learned i

begin to take life seriously.
| gambling debt—'the debt of honor'
| be rather grandiosely
| seemd to be preying on his mind
Onee.or twice he even talked abont
ae | Killing: Wlmselt. T spoke (o him like

He fust

h isn't very

He always had thought that
thousand dollars was inex-
Then suddenly,

it was

It took him a long time to
understand that there was no more,
to me that
He wanted to know
and I sugzested that

he had

L 4 Job and
His

called It—

You thonght he meant 1(2"
yes,
T was merely try.
ing to suap him out of his despon-
All his lightness and bright-
ness were disappearing.
was nothing I could do s

But T knew

But there
bout 1t”

softly, and kindly “And he?”
hetter tell me the| wuxo one in the world could have
Flske? needed or wanted money more than

Hanvey. I've | \ax Vernon thought he did. Re-
¢t three years. And

refus

o'clack
mpre

ce of the banker
1 By lines of worry

t the ponderous de-

member that! The last time I saw
him was April twenty-elght when he
begged we for a loan—and 1 again

“On lll_v first, a little after two
this bank was robbed of
than one hundred thousand |’
dollgrs. 1 am terribly afraid Max
Vernon was luuvll(lled in that hold-

Betause you recoguized his car?”
“That is only the beginning, Han-

too much. Bu
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ch-a
Thayer, but ia
association wit
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fler being shot and apparently badly
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he University of
ttentions to Ivy Walch, se
ene, the tension belng Inc
ching Ivy for “breaking a
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Peyton,

rland,
r-old

Tv7's beaiher, prg

ny Peyton are In Tony tells him
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n lvy.

resents Pat
ed, and there
rno; her
y r and Ver.

r at the uni-

Triendship with Thayer
whe s married to
larry determines to end Thayer's
Tony persuades him to wait until she has appealed

She does so, visiting him at a fraternity house, Tony ends

tabbed

wounded,
Ve, comes to iuvestigate the rabbery,

her visit to Thayer and departs. Vernon leaves the house almost Immedi-
Welch's appeal to Ivy (o end her affalr with Thayer is
He does 50, and after he leave

In the throat.

»
the robber escaping with thy

Jim Hanve

| mag prove to be in his fa

ayhe,” « ft
mashe you have.
ST hope s L odont want (o see
Vernon get into trouble
! Hansey uncrossed i
{Tegs with considerable 1t
| seems like what you]
;lm tex he's in troo
Everything links him

| robbery.”

1 realize that”
\[u.ﬂ.mu A low, strained
v doing him

\ favor

T explained [the hank,
her see Vernon ponvicted o
ity Inoa holdup {han el
cuted for murder.”
Hauv scratched hig head.
all up in the air, Mr, Flske.
talking about murder,
know anything about uy
Who got bumped off, afi w
Vernon got to do with|it®
“It happened at the ofllege
land  university—just |before
bank ‘rohbed day b
day. Max Vernon was
| the Killing the minure

“I'm
You're
and T don't

murder
t has

Mar-
this

fore yester.

to the cawpus yesterday evenin
“T see, Who argested him?™
Che local police.”
{m-hmm ! They surd are h-1 on
makin' arrests. osq they fo

they've got to keep fn practic

0se wurder was Verpon arrest

“A man named Thayer—

Thayer. They call him| 'at
“College student "

‘. s you'd call him th

and eutered the Junlor
would fave graduated

Ugly rumors followed| him lwre
They said he had been invited fa
leave the two northarn colleges

“which he had attended.
plctnresquer figure: 1
suave, worldly—nothin
about him
“How old?
“About twenty-thres
And his conneetion w

“That's what worrles
became friendly from| the start.
Max looked up to Thyyer, and [
think Thayer had a sipreme
tempt for Vernon, But
prevent the older man
ing Max.”

“How "

‘ards, T belleve,  And if 1
credence is to be given|the rur
which followed Thayer fo Marland
he was quite expert In| manipulat
ing them. Tu the past| two years
Hanvey, about forty thpusand dol
lars’ worth of checks drgwn by Ver
non iu favor of Pat Thayer have
passed through this burfk.”

“And It was because
Vernon has heen arresty
er's murder?”

“Noa. Yo see.
self knows how deep
Vernon was, Financia

@ was arrested largely
stantial evidence, and befe
veloped that they had a
rel before Thayer was
“About what?*

“The Idea seems to be
er stole Nernon's girl.”

“Mmm! Nasty busingss. Thayer
must have been an awful carelass
young man."

“It doesn’t look good for the boy,
vey. Thayer gets all hls monev
and a note that he ean't possibly
pay. Then Thayer steals the one
thing left to Vernon—his girl. ©f
course we can smile, but I fancy
that even to a youngster like Ver-
non, the loss of a lady's affections
could_cut pretty deeply. But we'll
80 a step farther: We'll y- that It
not only makes him furious but
also opens Lis eyes. It makes I
understand that Pat Thayer Is u
scrupulous.  Suppose he gets the
fdea that Thayer has been ch
him at cards?
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8 Qt.
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~
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Country Club
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LAMB

Guaranteed Spring
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Swift's—Milk Fed

Chickens

Fillets of Haddock

Armour’s Star
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2 Ibs. 29c¢

1b. 29¢

21bs. 25¢

ALL POPULAR BRANDS

CIGARETTES

ARTON-
TWINKLE

JELLY BIRD EGGS
CANDIES . .
COUNTRY CLUB

COFFEE

AVONDALE

3 pkgs.

BEETS No. 2} can
TENDE B
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Tax Included $l-20

Kroger sold enough La-
tonia Club Ginger Ale
1o flvat a ship of 3,300
tons displacement. Such
popularity must surely
be an indication of the

gouodnessofthisbeverage.




