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Will The State Help?

often than not, you will be alternately pleased and
astounded at the reception it finds in other people’s
minds. As an illustration, two weeks ago The Eccen-
tric, in commenting upon the Covert road tax delin-
quency in Wayne, Oaklind, Macomb, and Berrien
Counti

Butered as Second Class Matter in the U. 8. Postoffice at
Birmingham, Michigan }

of Michigan’s financial future, it will be well for the
inder of the State to concur on some plan to re-
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pleased to publish stories of events

which have news value and which\sre written by persons not |
gonnected with the editorial staff of the paper. All copy must
presened before noon on W. . The right bs|
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Court Of Honor |

Friday evening of this week a Court of Honor wilt
be held for the Boy Scouts in the Birmingham area.
The affair, 1o be given in the Community House, will
be presided over by men who have given much of
their time so that today’s youth may become tomor-
row’s men of character. Truly, what a great improve-
ment Boy Scouting has made in the relationships of
men and boys! Can anyone question the fact that

outspoken in his belief that
and Berrien Counties should take care of their own
financial problems, without any relief from the State.

lieve these counties of the burden that is now placed
upon them. We admitted the fact that each of these
counties had been foolish in its finances of roads and

that, in interests of the State
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FIFTY YEARS AGO
Masquerade tonight!
Wear your cast iron vest.
Miss Luella Ketursh Park,

studying the “dead lan n

drains, as well as other special p
but we pointed out the very real truth that every time

2 Ansle;
|2 piece of property goes off the tax roll in any of those breaker. has wnder b
|

four counties—or in any other location in our State—
brings' an added burden upon the parcels remain-
ing. Our idea of relief is to obtain some of the gas or
weight tax money now being paid from the four
counties. We certainly do not suggest that the re-
mainder of Michigan make 2 contribution from taxes
levied upon their own respective real estate properties.
Two out-state editors have commented upon the
suggestion. - Murl H. DeFoe, of Charlotte, viewing
the problem from the state-wide perspective, says:
I¢ develops that the up-state counties afe obliged
10 be state prinded .with regard: to oupstanding
Covert road bonds the same a5 we ."'n&fm.l 0
be state minded on road building. | I a pieck of real
estate in Oskland county, for example, fails to pay
its Cavert road, or any other taxes'for that matter,
the delinquency at once becomes of state concern.
In other words every paece of delinquent property,
anywhere in Michigan, finally contributes o the
unhappy peoblem over at Lansing. In pushing
aside these requests for Covert road tax relief we are
only postponing the day when all these unpaid taxes
accumulate to upset the tax problem of the state a¢
large. It's the people who in the last analysis have
10 make up delinquent taxes. Taking over the land
by the state only means an increased rate to take
up the delinquency.
Schuyler L. Marshall, over at St. Johns, is quite

man’s world, in spite of certain upsets, is really am- MU AP AT

proving?

) Postmasterships

Public interest in the operation of the United
¥Séates postoffice department continues unabated in
Birmingham. At least 15 men have sought to fill out
the routine questionairre required. Three of them will
be selected As high, and from one of them will come
the name of the postmaster. . If The Eccentric were
asked just why Postmaster James W. Tobb was not
re-indorsed by Congressman Seymour Persons, we
would, perhaps and maybe, reply: politics is quite 1,
game, isn't it? - . /

Abolishing Townships

Speaking of centralization, Simeon E. Leland of |
Chicago University says he believes that within the |
next hundred years townships, counties and even states |
probably would be abolished so that a single govern- |
ment tax system could be integrated.

“Under such a procedure,” said Mr. Leland, “our
tax system can be related to ability to pay, and a
Pproperty tax can be relegated to the position which it
assumed in colonial days when an attempt was made to
tax people according to their abilities and not accord-
ing to cheir inabilities as represented mostly by prop-
erty ownership.

“Every tax reform which is undertaken should
3im at the integration of governmental fiscal system, |
so that p-nouf ability to pay can be made the basis
of our tax system.

“The first unit of government to be abolished ;
should be the township.  This should be followed in |
quick ion by the lidation and eliminati
of counties. After the counties have gone and the
states have begun directly to perform the functions
which they now support, through state aid upon 2 |
matching basis, a reorganlzation of our states should |

e |
i
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What Happens In War-Time

Congressman McSwain: Mr. Colver (former chair- |
man of the Federal Trade Commission), reported that

George R. Averill, publisher of the Birmingham

Fccentric in Oakland county, makes an editonal

appeal to upstate publishers 10 get behind 3 move

ment toshave the State.of Michigan come to the

relief of distressed property in that section of the

state. Oakland, Berrien, Macomb and one or two

other counties in southesstern Michigan, have 2

large delinquent tax. The property, much of it,

“w vacant lots.

During boom years real estate speculators and
3 chance to get some easy money
They criss-crossed the country with improved roads
the Covert plan (named for Judee
k Covert, also of Oakland county). After the
oved roads were completed the property was
But inco locs and sold 1o suckers for city
prices. Mr. Avenill once told us that Detroit and
virons was subdivided to accommodate 3 city of
000,000 people

Of course the lots were put on the tax rolls for
fictitious valuations. This brought an enormous
sum into the state, county and city treasuries. They
proceeded to spend this money, increased therr
sovernmental machinery. built more streets, sewers,
sidewalks, etc. Everyching went fine as long s the
wickers who bought the lots continued to pay taxes.

Many of the buyers quit while the boom was still
on. Since 1929 practically all of the worthless
lots have been abandoned. The sucker cra ha
passed, and the sucker crop bled white. The coun-
ties where this practice went on are in distress. Fx-
pensive institucions built during this boom era, the |
mules and miles of unneeded roads built, the elabo- |
rate schools provided for the imaginary increase in
population
Now this section is looking longingly at the state
wreasury for relief.

Mr. Averill adroitly points out if this, property,
these worthless vacan lots, are taken for delinquent
taxes, they will automatically be removed from the
state tax valuation—the state will no longer be able
1o collect future taxes from them. Right you are
fieorge, but tell us, if you can, how 2 hutle plot of
Jand 50 by 150 feet located fifteen miles from
downtown Detroit can possibly be worth more than
525, Those $300 10 $300 prices which ruled three
years ago were purely fictitious. The value is not
there. It never was there. We doubt if it ever will
be—not for twenty years, at least. Those are not
building lots. Instead it is farm property with too
many roads, sidewalks, stakes and taxes stuck on it.

The real estate speculators were the wise guys.
Your own county which allowed this speculation
10 develop 3t public expense and the gullible people
who bought the lots are the vic The big splash
is over. The sooner your county and the state
wake up that much of this subdivided property was
just 3 skin game, take theic loss and write it off
the books, the better off everyone will be. Putting

the Alan Wood Iron & Steel Co. in 1917 made 52| *  &ood money after bad to maintain 3 paper value

per cent profit; Allegheny Stéel Co., 78 per cent profit;
ican Tube & Stamping Co., 40 per cent profit;
Tron & Steel Co.; 71 per cent profit; Eastern

will never do anyone good. We imagine upstate
1 think 3 long time before they con- |

money from the already overdrawn
state treasury 10 temporarily covec up 3 dead horse.

Steel Co., 30 per cent t; Forged Steel Wheel Co.,
105 per cent profit; Follansbee Bros. Co., 112 per cent
3 Nagle Steel Co., 319 per cent profit; West Penn

teel Co., 159 per cent profit; and the West Leechburg
Steel Co., 109 per cent profit. That was getting along
toward the range of profiteering for a steel company,

. IMr. Baker (former Secretary of War): I would
. “think those were all excessive profits.
i Comgressman McSwain: Whereas the records for
“year 1912 show that the average profic for all
steel companies was 4.7 per cent; for 1913, 5.7
’.T; for 1914, 2.8 per cent; and for 1915, 5.2 per
Sent. If the profits had risen as indicated by the report
‘at that time, then it is a very natural conclusion that
that profit making veered into the class of profiteering
t profiteering was due to war conditions, would
conclude?

~From Hearings before the War Policies Commis-
sion, March 5.8, 1931, Parc I, page 131,

be judge of such a matter, anyway? stream and they're not all for the best
% i

 In THE 0FFING, it is believed by many, lurks the

rax.
days that have always attracted women will

“Everythiny
you not say? ht, the g

y self that maybe "".f.’é,:"..rtfoﬁ"uu m{h Shey ,;:_" [expected at the Baldwin High = Who is square with himself, and
perhaps, in some obscure way, in | Sc
some fashi hidden from me, Semester of the school year be- fairly
everything 'WAS for the best in :zcilm, according to Superintendent fairly.

Marshall Maslin ~ %¢¢ €Taceful p has nnel of 24 t all cheap.
b 3 . . . waterfowl—you see green leaves | a personnel o men at al ¢ b
. 'DETROIT JUDGES OBJECT t0 having their salaries| byt you.'«u'l*minﬂ‘ too—you see dead things— | times available, according to the f3Tm bargains in Michigan toda
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::}f with other municipal employees. Well, | you -see rotten t
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in taxing not only their strength, but their | the best, that beli

All of Us

By Marshall Maslin

ew |

this world.

learned anything at all from liv- |
for the best.

that comes along be for the best

ayne, Oakland, Macomb, |

ed at Pontiac Fe

every good

vival meetings held at the M.
church, by the Rev. W. A. Kisl

[ this week with County Clerk Bur-

ton P. Daugherty for the annexa-
[tion to Birmingham of approxi. th¢ stultification of it.
| mately 100 acres of land on the
| southeast boundaries.

{and is in Troy Townshi c :
ONCE UPON a time when I heard people say,|sue will probably be voted on in ‘L'"\;'U-
g is for the best,” I used to think to my- | the spring, it is reported.

But I don't believe it any more. [ment of H"min‘ _hxm schools toda;
If I know anything, it I've |is 2,049, Mr. Vliet reported.
fr

ing, it's that everything is NOT | what she used to be—:
best.  — |is the blacksmith bus
If you just sit and let things | the lament of Da:

the Cemetery under
the tuition of Prof. (lizbe.
Sowersby, | the colt|
A tuition at
the present time, one of the finest
teams that have appeared on our
streets this winter. They are a
beautiful pair of bright bay Gaze- |
teer colts belonging to xrk Hall|
and are the acme of roac s,

It was just two weeks ago to-
night that a young ‘gent from
Southfield ran himself and two
young ladies in the ditch because |
the horse was kicking in|conse-
quence of a brief glimpse pf the
Buffalo robe. That. young man
means lmsiness, amd” was awful
afraid it would get in the puper,
but we Render unto Ed the things
that are Ed's. \

Last week Joe Ennis was dyiv-
ing his fly team around the coun-
try in high*style and although Ji
is a common-place sort of man, t: )
would hardly notice his he*
friends. We were at a loss to un.
derstand it until we heard that hia
wife had presented him with a
magnificent baby boy, so we know
all about it now, and don't blame
the genial Joe a bit.

One of our Royal Oak corre-
spondents rather ~over-estimated
the relative numbers and worth
of the presents at the recent birth-
day party at Thomas Dickson's of
that place, in a recent issue of our
paper. Mr. Dickson is 70 years
old instead of Y0 as was stated.
While we admire the zeal with
which our correspondents gather

pA
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| To the Editor:

e of dan 31, “eniied i
I are Do Not. At-
tend Village Meotnes in chich

1
misison for transacting consider-

mittee’ meetings.

meetings of - the Commission, 1
have noticed that the members
usually first convene behind closed

| mission room about 20 minutes
| later and go through the business
| of the evening, too often without
any comment or discussion; what-
ever, as though it had been re.

ea)
the end of the open session, there
|is generally a second “committee”
meeting, from which _interested
citizens and taxpayers are again

arred.;

Surely the Commission has-
nothing to conceal, so why not
air it out in the healthy atmo-
| sphere of ‘public discussion? The
| Commission should be taugh. to
| realize the value ‘of frank an'
| open publicity in/all of its affaii
except those of 'a most personal
and intimate nature.

| DEFENDS SUPERINTENDENT
To the Editof:

news for our columns, we would | —

The news/item in The Eceentric

greatly prefer that they stick to

facts.” We are capable of doing | ™

all the necessary lying ourselves. | |
N

)

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

The Other Chap Says Something— |

Only 12 degrees below zero re-
ported Wednesday morning.
e John Pound homestead will

sopn be owned by the United Hist, here's a tip.—Up
States and a postoffice bulding the state thé anti-Bruckerites
will be erectéd in its place that roamed; they raked the political xo far as milk production is con. ity

MICHIGAN'S CHANCE TO

have ' is in the Detr,

about dairying. Yet we firmly be- William Beve

lieve there is a great future for

down dairying in this county. Lapeer

will outshine anything in the state | flelds and used their best hunting | cerned.  Paved highways take
ar

for its size. dogs, seeking an opponent for ihe | fresh milk from Lapeer
The Troy Farmers’ Club decid- “Chautauqua Governor.”
ed at a recent meeting that for spawn up to date has not b

farm lighing, gasoline and acety- | fertile.

een very | few hours.
Keep an eye on that Theo- | will continue to grow.
lene seemed to be the favorites. dore A. Lightner, teamed-up and | Lawrence

ms to

But ihe, the tables of Detroiters in only a|
Detroit, we believe, economically )
The St. times or prosper in a world of

- waterwav will some day chaos.”

Exit kerosene along with the pinch hitting in the national Bridge | be a reality. When it is, Detroit

whale oil lamp. Marathon.
Records show that in 1906, 203 | that would be and the atte
petitions for divorce were filed would attract
in the Oukland County Circuit Sport and feature writers by the
Court. Of this number, 42 were hundred rushing to Michigan to see |
granted, one denied, four with- the outcome
drawn and 156 are still pending. | Bridge vs. Wind.
Prohibitionists will endeavor to' Brucker vs. Lightner.
get into the game in the spring! Prohibition an,
elections. It is the intention to would be forgotten; litt
put up a full ticket in every town- it would make if schools were closed,
re now an almost unbearable burden ihip in the county, and to start the 'banks suspended or prisons crowd:
Michigan would shine as never
efore and the poor suffering tax-
The Republican county conven- | payers, seeing their property e
tion has been set for the same day | fiscated by waste in public office,
as the Lincoln banquet at Pon-| would cheer the contestants. Bruck.
tiac, Feb. 12, It is expected that er vs. Lightner.
each will be a drawing card for Bridge.—Detroit Courier.
the other and between the two -
Rtepublican in the  WHAT IS AN AMERICAN?
county will be in the city. The The National Observer gives the
convention will be held in the as-
sembly room at the Court House can.
in the afternoon, and the banquet
will follow in the evening at the  Who
Opera House. H

ball rolling a mass meeting is call- ed.

This is the third week of the re-

FIVE YEARS AGO
! Petitions were to be filed late Vi

i is-

An increase of 50 students is ©rsall.
ool Monday when the second lenient

rence. Vliet. The total enroll.  Who

The old grey mare, she aint

pression|prices. Ten

| sure

|
|

| ject, the provisions being very much |
|like' those provided for improve-|last long enough for me and
| ments that benefit private property | is

following definition of an Ameri

He is one: .
not only shouts “Old

ve, democracy.
Who' not only  likes
Who would not barter its tinjest | F8ds Were,

universe.

believes in principle, not

ho can be generally sympathe-

It is known tic_Without being patronizing.

| as the Frederike Lambert property  Who is childlike with you in su
p The is- Cess_andstaunch with you in ad-

Vho loves one woman and hon-

is fair to labor and labors

is humble in his achieve-
y ments, and generous with his
prai

d neithes  Young Man, Stay Home and

along, without waiting
rom the others.—Arkansas Gas | ping
ette, store

his is . vy
C. Bliesath, 'r}‘h'"; !h'l price
| Birmi s oldes i en it is low, buy.
happen to you, howunevemhm?d:;;;l:g::\i-:“nﬂo d);:t mlrl{lyw:n: rule that a great many of the|

river and watch the

ish—you see lovely

a stream, too, and everything that’s in it is far today.
from being for the best.

If everything is for the best—
s

;ll':lon paini

PERATURELY SPEAKING, s fi hi
'n:l;n been the hotrest cv;rm' hnh;i:l:? ‘_':‘ns""“"“’ bitter envy—and "“Ad ‘“'P""‘“""j i

ghastly bro- |

ngs. They all flow past in the annual report which is in  the ;
I, life | hands of Manager Harry S. Starp Who did not save
were high and mone;

than in 1925 the report sho

disease—and starvation and ;i,vinz 1926 amounted to only $8,000.

ou s | af a peed
things that float by in the stream, | through the neighborhood of his countries have followed.
and you see pretty ripples—you | shop at 209 Bowers street. there A {
& irmingham's fire department When there is no demand, they buy |
There are a great many |

x Property endangered by fire Others are on
ks It's nonsense, it's stupidity, it's pretty close to during the year was $100,000 less | Ratural reasons.
s, you see, even the traditional | cowardice to belleve that sort of thing. i

sneaking thievery—and vain

gan. - Some day, everybody hopes, business will get
that 00.

1932 ¢ ¢

'w YoR FRANK llvnmv_b;n pledged | a

all

oy r—— | "

NDS Presiment Hoo! Post- | anv.man in the secret places of his heart really d
W:I' Walter ;'Innn":-v?d w"’ the w"f,:;:,":ﬁ.'{".' C mf:";..m""mn;:;,“".ﬂ” b:““,-‘ D ey oday,  There | e o ot all hocy
. o . man, ns own sol i o

for re-election of their boss. | Well, | must travel thyough the dar that. o in the ht.

has given woman must suffer. I am sure that a child must be

heads
is
Ives,
» will be This time he again | through it! This is awful, but I must not weaken !
Rept. Shine 2¢ 38AIn | ipnat's the only recipe 1 know for maki best
to mention which New York banking group | o¢ m.—..d.:, e MAKE the BEST of we st
i N never joy. ’

d cringing
GOOD. |
And this I capnot believe. Nor do I believe that |

st
k

But we'do not grow stronger unless we keep our |

clear, unless we know which is de and which
in our lives. Unless we can tighten our lips
say to oursel: “This is bad, but I must get

treets of

I'3 icago

that the toxic quali
gressional hot air have been great-  During
Iv exaggerated.—The Fort mnh | mill
Star-Telegram.

Slightly less than $600,000 of brougl

: i i of hours from town.
the $932,000 in taxes are in the the markets and a wealth of er
| has been a slight falli
places. [ believe that a | payment of taxes since Jan. 5. - day and nigh

proved machinery today prevent

a farmer from bein
Exaggerated the mercy of hired help.

The span of life is longer in was depleted and unfertjle twenty
Washington than in New @ork,  years a
hi indicates | crops—fertilizers have

or Paris, which
ies of Con- back.

Some are the property of men |

| ws, Tn e are all confident that there
Because if we believe that EVERYTHING is for | 1925, property valued at $380,00 Will be a recovery of farm prices.
c ef pulls down the best to a very low | was endangered, i e c
level indeed and turné life into swamps and lowlands. | $260,000 worth was menaced. The | of "\fff-"m. W'&'"c'fzfe- k
tual I in over, farms in Lapeer County are
1925 amounted Perty by fire in Lt tually worth much move than .
Auto i i few years ago—by that we mean
1926 atemre  ob® bearing a1 fife on Lapecr County favan
Birmi oday as i3 much more enjoyable. -Several
straw hats, following a police | thin;
drive on tardy’ motorists. ro;

while in 1926, When that time comes the prices

rather wait an hour for a man
than a whole lifetime as you have
done.”

3

a/drink from the handle bar?

k_prices reached unheard
I low levels, we have not said much

hat a contest|will be an ocean port. There is
ntion it | more significance to that- than|

most of us re;
Yes, sir,

who bought at the very peak |

len years from now, per-
haps only five, there will be plenty
of men who will wish that they
had taken advantage of the ab-

right now. i
—Lapeer County Press.

COVERT ROAD TAXES |
Wayne and Oakland counties are |
crying for relief from the burden

of the road taxes assessed under the |

iul assessments to pay for the pro- |

such as provided for in Gladstone’s |

city charter. Wayne county has/H .H. Wiley, Admiral, U. S. N.,
thrive  o¥er nine millions of debt and Oak- ired:
paugh and with good success. A with his country, but is ready to!}and over five millions under this|
goodly number have seen the er-*die with it. iC

vor of their ways and have come
out for the right. Brother Kish- blade of grass for the wealth of a|
paugh is an earnest devout work-
er in the vineyard. Who
who does not deride them.

overt law. Considerable of the

now stand idle and mostly tax de-

linquent. Furmers who held on to | Haveloc!
Who has the courage of his con. | thelr farm lands have been canght
on, not the acquiescence of his

i
expedies
Who

in these assessments,

private owners. Gov. Brucker has |

called i LeBar
called a meeting of a special com. “Bachelors are by no means so
mfortable as aspirant wives

mittee to discuss the matter. Ther

nched. It behooves the rest of the
state to ﬂv- an attentive ear, and
possibly be charitable in accepting |

i
a part of the burden.—Joé Sturgeon | h
7

in Delta County Reporter,

Sai

There are savages
primitive that, “according to. re- |
rts, they will sign up with xh-‘

rst movie explorer who come”u-e of depouu,“wbe 1
i i | have to wait until banks

for bids

| last
School
new Mr. Vliet's contract as Suj 3
tendent /of Birmingham se
came .E a distinct shock to many

| of us. must

The “Big Shots”

o _ | have been, having to appear on the
British econo. very day’ of mid-year commeneg-

“This idea of going National is | ™eN
“This idea of going National is N .
- What logical reason can be ses forth
y them for such action?
tu M. Vit has given us 17

/ Biry
we have an enviable rating in the
stats .

es E. Mitchell, N. Y. banker: |

— _ Vlief
James W. Gerard, former ambas partment of Edueation and the bni-
versity.

No one ¢an accuse him of extra- +
vagance. We people have a voice in
such expenditures.

Talk honestly/ with Mr. Vliet's
teaching force und see where they

‘I have begun to buy common
cks, many of them at prices
for a young man to buy his farm. below the proportion of the a
campaign:  His advantage will be as great as tual cash and bonds in the com-

|is the disadvantage of the ma

t now is the time Sto

y back of Mr.
Vliet with a feeling that he is 100
percent back of them! Wheére sueh

cellor:
“Fither Germany shall be al- 3Pt exiate, he ehoolsare otaly
nt.

lowed to export and then she can &P

dly low prices and the relative. | pay, or if exports Even the pupils ize

ly fine bargains that can be had the payment of p whe DUpLs recogn!
co

worth
n they see it. One graduste -
| i, “Wefl, P thanktul ME. Vi

dous advance in ciyilization if peo- | FTCE C4De I
E!e Jried to be little inste make the Board cha this
ig. nin:? V:e

iy | t this time of financial stress,
British | 4re we apt to benefit by a change
f superintendents? Isn't a new

overt luw. This provided for spe- | George

| for himself and thus be a hind.
ra

afl 1" am worrying about. Teel

nothing to gain by & change in this
period of depress n

t us all get together and boost
r the man who is faithful to hiy.
| convictions and carries out
methods of edueation so. co
tently.

etired :

“When the law makes a foolish
pawn of American wol
built through subdivis- | then the Army, Navy ani
ions which served speculators well | cent man—well, use yo
during the boom days but which |ation.”

wish to commend you e

1
| for you u) i
condition in viage SALe S
1 belie:

affairs
ve deserves the

| attention and close co-operation
|of the Commission.

I refer to your editorial, in the
“Here

u_criticize, in a friendly and
pful manner, the n:’Co-

e of its business in closed “com-

An attendant at several recent

sed and memorized. Then, at

A READER

Thursday, —announcing - che
's not " to

‘mbarrassing to him it

s unwarranted,

ears of
ul service. He has gullt up
ngham's school system so chat

Examine, if yon will, Mr.
tanding with the State

nd—100 percent

ig on my certificate,

what can we do to
deci-
ant Mr. Vliet to stay,”

apt to want to make a name

It seems to many of us that
have  everything 13 Jors Lt

INGWALD WANGBERG,
1011 Pierce Street,

| dents pr‘eun an almost |
Pressure from the urban centers | 8rray o
!is being brought for the state to |kings, on the of | Ouar s“‘P Book
take over these debts, relieving the . ten foreigners. |

THE MAGIC OF TA
Those who have the pri oo
e
no denying that these counties | Unco v
e finding themselves seriously | Would make them believe.

Arthur M. Hyde, Secretary of

|it is the most

| resources  whicl
‘man commands. A genuine talk,
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