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The Brotherhood Of Taxes |

>

'Nevnpaper editors in many out-state sections have |
commented, during recent weeks, upon the extrava- |
gaiice of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, and Berrien Coun- |
ties in piling up huge Covert road and county drain |
taxes. The boys look with disgust and disfavor (some |
of it right well warranted, too, we agre¢) upon the
present agitation to have the State enter the picture
with some financial relief for these four counties. You
cannot altogether blame them for that, either. It is,
only natural to demand that "he who dances pay
the fiddler himself.” So The Eccentric, in submitting
its views upon the tax problem, does not do so with a'
prejudiced notion that the out-state folks foolishly
rush to the relief of the four counties mentioned.

But we do suggest that the out-state editors, and
all others interested in the problem, digest this fact:
that unless some State relief is afforded to this Covert
road and drain pmblcm. the delinquent taxes in these|
four counties is going to increase by leaps and bounds
~—and right there is where the remainder of Michi-|
gan fits into the picture.

Take a piece of property in Wayne, oau;.,d Ma-|
comb, or Berrien Countyj it is assessed at one thousand
dollars, and pays a total tax of, let us say, twenty-cight
dollars. For the sake of illustration, let us divide that
total tax as follows: school, $10.00; county, $4.00;
township, $2.00; Covert road, $6.00; county drain,

“mcounuubcpnugan:bbyndlm.thu
commodities

— |imagine what immense profits

ol
| over his bags of gold. Man is now engaged in try-

even if it does occasionally stumble. v

ous springtime for all of us.

every branch from every tree, from cutting the lawn

of speculation, of greed and avarice.

For 2 time, fM the start of the war, vari-

necessary to Nations
engaged in the business of dzughtu mortgaged their
present and their future in the frenzy to out-kill
the enemy. Every time a person was killed, "th‘
system” mad¢ a certain monetary profit as the result |

of du: death; thus, when 7,450,000 of the world's | ;4 rioq

finest men and boys were thus kil

were piled up in the|
brief space between July 1914 and November 1918.
Then followed a world re-adjustment.
process of a return to a more bloodless system of |
| human combat, industry and the mechanical era took i
on an enlarged sphere of human activity.
portions of .the world, including our own count
were plunged into an orgy of speculation. Money
took an a greater value; literally, it took wm;:, and
efe long nearly everybody was engaged in making
profits from a well manipulated stock market.
Came a bleak October day in 1929.
ttered at the feet of Mammon, and man stumbled |

ing to pick himself up. And, of course, man will |

pick himself up! Civikization will not stay down, | Y&

This present “depression”. is like unto the winter
season now upon us; Nature has temporarily :ened’
from causing the landscape to appear lovely in leaf | §
and flower, bud and grass.
its ceaseless cbb and flow of life.
soon come, and once again the world will reveal the |
bountiful Providence that is always at hand. But

Nature, you see, must have her season.
like that, too. So, out of the wintry blasts of this|
present ebbing “depression” will come 2 more glori- |

Will we be wise enough |
to refrain from cutting every flower, from trimming

oo close? We ought to take a lesson from Nature;
¢ ought to remember that we cannot grow con-
tinued prosperity by cutting its roots with the knife
We ought to
remember, too, that war is only a seed which will
inevitably bring its crop of sorrow. War is not
(as some of the militarists and other forms of
patriots declare) 2 beautiful flower of courage in
these days; it 3 a sced, and its flower is human
want, human misery, human death.

Fifty Years Of Service

Last month the Orion Review celebrated its fiftieth

$2.00; State, $4.00. That makes the total of $28.00 in | anniversary, getting out a special illustrated edition to

taxes, to be collected on or after December 10. Let us
The piece of property, a vacant lot that used (onl
a few years ago) to grow nice alfalfa, was converted
the real estate boys into part of a subdivision during
* the recent boom prosperity era. Because of the lack of
rul continued need as a homesite, the lot remains
ant, acquires an increase in total taxes because of
lh"-mpmvemmu installed, including roads, drains, |
sidewalks, etc., etc. This year that lot is returned for |
the third time to the county treasurer, with taxes de- |
+ linquent. Now what happens?

5 Well, the property is sold for taxes,—if it is situated |
. T where its eventual future is assured. But (and auditor- |
general O. B. Fuller will substantiate this) for sev- |
eral years delinquent properties have been hard
to d-p- of at a tax sale; they go back to the state. |
Then what happens? |
Tehas definitely been removed from the tax roll! No
longer gan its value be used in figuring the total tax
levy for the State, or for any of its various govern-
mental units. Inability to meet tax demands, in t
four counties, 50 often because of road and drain taxes,
has removed thousands of descriptions from the State’s

assessable property tax roll. Then what happens?

l-un- the State’s cost of government has not yet

decreased, the amount of the State item on your re-
u:t-r‘ul estate goes sky high. And that means
thousand parcels of fand become delin-
m Wayne, Oakland, Masomb, or Berrien Coun-

real auu in Michigan is required
to m ﬁi s

;ﬁnon of fixed governmental ex-
And that, out-state editors, is where you fit ;into

i

4

l

You may have thought that road and drain ex-
travagance in the four counties should be paid for by
those who incurred them, (and fundamentally you are
Q-nﬁuhuh it), but Old Man Economics doesn’t
it out

dn (m:;qmmt::;em
“pumps—for tl is no dry-dock
to which the vessel may be steered for

road and drain taxes have been
decade in_these four

the game lasted—taxes that
spent out-state.

| "Mr. Editors, I desire to thank the friends and neigh-

Saturday.

cheap.”

good things

‘and gently sl

| commemorate the event. The Eccengric extends its

| congratulations to its Oakland County journalistic

neighbor, and wishes it many more years of success.

¥ The Review was started by John A. Neal, late father
| of the present editor, George H. Neal. Fifty years is
a long
| Giderable credic upon a family capable of maintaining |
it through the numerous economic storms that have
beset the world since 1881.

time to get out a newspaper, and reflects con-

HERE’S ONE FROM THE JANUARY issue of Life

bors most heartily in this manner.for their co-opera- |

| tion during the illness and the death of my late hus- |

| band who escaped from me by the hand of death last |
To my friends and all who contributed
toward, making the last minutes comfortable and the
funeral a success, I desire to remember most kmdly,‘
hoping that these few lines will find them enjoying the
same blessing. * I have also 2 good milch cow and a
roan gelding horse eight years old, which I will sell
cheap. God moves in a mysterious way. His wonders |

hese | to perform. He plants His footsteps on the sea and

rides upon the storm. Also black and white shoat

All of Us |

‘———————By Marshall Maslin

HAVE YOU been unhappy in the thought that the |
seem to endure such a little vlhde‘ That |
e flower fades? And the rainbow d the
spring-does not last forever? And
the body that was so light and
stron mu feeble steps at Jast?

i rh because the |
best ol Hle \vnll not mna still
you? Because ou

for pie:
their chlrmhu ways r K
able children w ulder’ And

ose we have loved pass from us
and we see them no more?

Have you been sad with the re-
mtmbr-nm that this is true and
that life i$ so

Years ago l found three para-
(rn hs of words'that 8 man had
en or written. I ehﬁped them
page on which I found

Marshall Maslin
them and threw unm unleuly into a drawer. And

yesterday they came back to me. The name of their
author was not on them, but I think I can guess his
name,

He had mmlon for those who sigh so plaintively,
for those ‘who Fare ra it
grief. For he said:

“I am not sure that we ought to mourn for the dead.
I do not. kndw whleh is better—life or
be that death is the greatest tlﬂ that ever came from
Nature’s bllldl» We

(H- sounds so bitter. H- um. to be leading us
down to some abvss of cynic ‘1‘

“There is one thing of which I am certain, and that |
is;‘that if we could live foreve:
nothing for each other. The fact that we must die, |

rever here, we would care |

the fact that the feast must end, ings our souls
together, and treads the weeds from out the path be-
tween out h »

(At the hnrt of the bitter' fruit he has found a
honey that is sweet indeed.)

“And so it may h. IM all, that love is a little
flower that grows o crumbli of the
mn.-ohmbathtnnltnc for death there |
- u-ld“bo no love, and without love, all life would |

(He has Inohd into the

| seen it is the' l-por-.unen of Z Imdy that nlhl

PR

'hn three

am sure, was author of those

e was whq hc was emllmh-- and in
R the robe Ty
rlelnul le-n

death. It may | i

convinced. F:
Wilde, M.

anagers.
A County Line farmer says he
with a load of corn on the
5 (pl\umen—w- neighbor’s two miles
| than that” number who were woundd) you may away. The roads were so all-fired
rough that when he reached his
destination, the
and the neighbor refused u. He
In this | returned home, and worse
sround into fine mul l"
hnny Cake.
r late for
Certain -my bnt better late than never.
Post, when teaching’~

corn was
rudy !or

Miss Xenia

school way out in Wahoo,
lmelved a perforated-motto nea!

ramed,

W. Sherman And A.

corn

entitled:

»home without a_Mother-in-la;
On her return to Michi
The world | 1eft it in the office of

was shelled

Christmas

Neb.,

“What

n_she
Bell, |

the donor, who was surprised to
discover it with a neat:note at-

adage of

variably come home
dxe Mi:

iss Xenia's

| tached relurm' him to the old
“‘curses and chickens in-

to

9
3
H

surprise

hen on arriving at_the Baptist|

Ch
the

urch on Christmas Eve, she saw |
familiar face of

the motto |

miling down upon her from the

Christmas. tree.
Nature has paused in|of those people who can take a|
But spring will | joke as well as give

numerous

among  the

Miss

Post is one [

one, and \
friends |

whose I\elrty laugh rang out at|
here was

the
Mankind is | genial than her own,

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO | _
The Methodist

Cnurch

none more |

504
and tea at Mrs. l’ Worths last

week was a

ccess. More |

n,
than 100 people were fed and the

ood enough,

| treasury swelled

to

over $10.

Pontiac young folks with bush- |
els of rice made a mistake recent- |

ly on the arrival of the P. O. & You ask me who is Uncle
and  buried
barassed pair of young folks,

N. train,

an  em-|

‘who

happened to be ‘sitting together, |

ressed,
with rice and good wishes, The These mothers sucking babes at
supposed husband then
supposed bride, much to the sur-| These traffic cops along the street,

prise of the spectators.

Did you

ever

hea

left the

r of such

weather in January? Four

the past wee

registered in the neighborhoy
Monday night last

40 degrees.

such a downfall

k

the

of

numerous flashes of li

heavy bursts of
cause a July storm to logk.touits | A
We never saw the beat. All mountebanks who cheat and
oung ladies of the Pres-

who s0 success- |
“Rebecca’s THA‘

byterian Che
a few

an.

umph,
making
drama

rch,
fully presented

ara
22

only cumemed '.o do This by re-|
quest of the many people ~who
were prevented

weeks

thermometer |

uons to re{zu

od of

rain  with | Al

ghtning nnd[All thnu who teach or preach or
thunder

¢ the |
have

the night of its original produc- |
tion because of the rainy evening.
Good luck to you, girls.

A friend sends the {ollowlnl

from a
newspaper:

one of the fastidious newly- mas
|ried ladies of this
|bread with her gloves on.

leading North

Dakota |

It is reported th-t

town knea

This

incident may be somewhat pecul-

but there
editor of this paper needs bread
with his shoes on; he needs bread

are

others,

The

with his shirt on; he needs bread
with his pants on; and unless some

of the

The Other Chap Says Soi;léthing— I

LOur Scrap Book I

|
—

UNCLE SAM
Sam,
1 modestly reply, I am.

These hungry " urchins - meanly

reast,
These rushing crowds on eager feet,
Theu llmu.nnds caught in for-
une's ja
All these, "and you and I, are
ncle Sam.
All farmers working in the field,
All bankers making dollars yleld.
1 honest workers, night and day,

and you and I, are

This miner climbing from the mine,
This boot-blackcalling for your

This l-wyer pleading at the bar.
This doctor rushing by in
| This dm‘[llt measuring mll and

Alb theu. lhd you and I are
nels

Those pmaperouq in high emu
Those beggars waiting at the gate,
Thou morons breeding in the slums
I\one mldlers stepping to the

Thou wpers swigging down their
All mlm.s and you and I, are

am,
Not high- -topped hat nor stripes nor

y coat, bedecked with stars

the big bankers!control all
tion’s wealth

by
hl'lkl.
except American
known value. And always
of the man who |comes
with an investment. If
a good investment, he wo
need to come to you or to
dling it out!

dent.

THE PENSION ROLL

At the end of October, 1931, the primitive
there were 449,428 pensioners on
the government rolll, a decreue

of 717 during the m.

| of
these are dumhuud by c]usen u | Doubtless the xdu oceumd to
| someone to hasten the process of
drying the cla;
stead of mere

shown by the following:
Wai l! 2—Widows,
ar—Widows,
Civll er—SoIdlerl.
nm

lndun Wars—Soldiers,
wldowl, 4,375,

r with Spain—Soldiers, The
“army nurses, 520; widaws| | baskotmakers &

34,620.

Army—Saldiers,

widows, 4,251

The highest number of pemmm
was reached in 1902, when )
total of 999,446 veterans and wid-

ers

ows were on the rolls.

persons are drawing

Not 1.
Not chin nor point

this old Rag of Freedom pony u
he will

before long,

without a damn_ thing
| North Dakota is no Garden of

need hrud
on, an

Eden in the winter time.

FIVE YEARS AGO
An increase of more than 33
percent gain is shown in the busi-
ness done by the Birmingham post |
office during 1926 over that of |
1925 in the annual report made
James W. Cobb, postmaster.
total samp sale last year was
7 compared  with
690.79 the year previous.

He
36

nreplred today by the State High-
way Commission under the direc-

tion of Frank Rogers.

Definite |

pprovll was given the project

Mon
consider the

Continued
shown here

Inge

n
e proposed adoption by the vil-
of an annual community fund |

lnu!ut

today by

the state administrative board |
nday when memben met

to|

is being | o
citizens

drive and the establishing of a
community chest from which all

donations to charity would come.|
. Ellerby n u:txve today a

chairman of the
mittee nudJ;
a

sob convulsively and are racked with | change

village com-
ing * The proposed |
e form of govern-|

ment for Birmingham. |

olk

grler.

meetmg Tuudly eveni

Communit;

tion’s Ice skating pond on l'hven-
streets,

of sufficient cold weather

nmutmn official said.

hnson, Adams road, |
was_elected pmmm of the ex:
ceutive council of the Birming,
at the annual|

-t u-e‘
oy

| Who

Not gawky form from head to toes, |
Yankee Doodle's  slap nnd‘

l\nsz .ny or all of these are Uncle !

t pioneers on land and Sea,
Daninoheres millions yet to be |
Of noble men who work and plan
Tobuild ‘and guard " their native
and;
y do their civic share
Un| y and unaware
Of those Who praise or those who‘\

A these, and you and 1, are
Uncle Sam.

—By Francis G. Blair in |

Plymouth Mail. |

THE SMALL CAPITALIST

The small capitalist, the man
who has worked mighty hard .nd\
who has tried to get a few thou-
sand dollars ahead for the safety |

uf hm llmllg'—he has been sold |
! In the first place the Wood-

mw Wilson administration dump-
ed, actually dumped American gold |
dollars into Europe at the close
of the war. Wilson painted in the
pictures on bill boards with the
same halo that is generally used
for the Christ pictures, was en-
joying a wonderful acciaim. He
look the dollars which the Ameri-
can had scraped - together with
ard labor and gave it to.Europe
just as 2 n sows wheat. Then
to comple! ood job well start-
| ed the New York so-called Inter-
national bankers finished it and is
by unloading upon the confidence
of the American small lnvelwr bil-
| lions of dollars worth of foreign
securities, upon which they reap-
ed millions of profits, and upon
which the Amerl:ln investor will
lose part if n alk about
depremon' Who ‘wouldn't de-

small man has

Sunloy. 405 lhduon uve-ue, was | nress? Wht can be done? Noth-
scouf

devotee

has | mathema

nud-y'hlhhcnrll‘ a-class in
tics, he

game
said,

of billi |

taking up

his pointer and chalk, “Now gen-
tlemen, we shall start with ‘&h
formula . . .* was an out- |
burst The professor |

India.

heart | had i calked Stha pointer.
of

—Times [

been
‘or Cachinnation ‘viel which will squeeze him prob-
An cldelrly mh-or ‘was a keen |

sold oul and is in a tight

ablv a many yun, (or he
will never get bacl ex-
cept what he holds in U, 8. bond.l
whlch‘:: will heln pay for with

taxes. This is a gloomy
r‘lemn. bnt it is w‘el—ly as it
These big interna-

tional

country. What will it be when

account of the World
general pension
comes applicable to these

Will in_time, there is no

ean excursion.

Inasmuch as we are still paying

pensions on account of the
of 1812, which ended nea:

| years ago, the last widow

sioner of the World War

doubt survive until the year 2035
can tel

‘w)nt wars the United States may
ngage in between now and thcn
—Schu ler L. Marshall in Clinton | the;
Brooklyn Times.

or longer, And none

| County " Republican News.

by means of bank|
consohdltlons and mergers?
Stand our
Don't inyest in anything |
securities

it

A good mvumen:\
es not need peddlers'—Frank |
Bryce in Grand Ledge Indepen-|gn’

y nurses, 22; widdows,

It will be noted that only 52
ensions on

lcmsl-uon be-
and their widows, as it doubtless

ng
h the number of pznslon-

rise, or how long Uncle,
| Sam ‘will be paying for his Europ- |

the na-

|
local | 121

of |
bewne
to you

uld not!
be ped-

ty]

| b4

8. |
52 [
36,975

149,
5,295;

| su
bl

.cl

195,- [po

0 by th
World War—Soldiers, 40; wid-| nly varief
wherels the tllﬂ-dwellerl cultl-

17| va

tiol
en |
soldiers
tel
of
| po
|5
ar
iy 117

pen.
will no \

et learned
1 lay to make ennh-nv
The transitional

a:
|the expert potter is
the presence n(hnlkeuthn nnulda

| ties.
orig
iy
‘amonx the plm
Cen
corn were produced and these
came the mainstay of the cliff-
| dwel
| earlier i
fern America.
nme to produc® the new varieties

nd to
| velop \ the fine technique ‘of the

[those who never give up.” We'd
| noticed that. When they predict
better times,

HOW PO‘I'I'EIY-HAKI NG
S BORN

Some of lhe cliff-dwellings con-
n no timbers,

community
ings \with their expert ma-
. The inhabitants of some

ical  cli but

baskets to contain '.l\eh' !ood

other lunpliu hey had not
or burn

which is sm ith clay.

r by heating it, in-
leaving it'in the
n to dry. “n fire not. only
ked the clay, but also burned
p the basket; the result was an
rthen ware vessel—the art'of
ttery-making was born.

ater antiquity of the
further indicated
e fact that '.hey uuud
two

ted six or eight di llnet varie-

Maize or n corn”

nally wlld plant, found by
n aborigines somewhere
of Mexico or

Under _cultiva-

t varieties of

tral Ameri
n many differ

ller’s diet as of ;nolt of the

i

&
2

4

g

t

snconnun
excl a

upon Iu.l ¢ to the

er. He ill‘“ﬂ
but he_ rei

i

you
me into,
To

To
mﬁl
that our bon¢
too high, and presumab|
on mord to
on_ the
ﬂon ol th
wi
lol'z'l Mr.
myself as

o
. Undoubtedly it re-
quired a considerable interval of

cultivated maize de-

ner‘—Kn'tley F. ther, in

ons of Earth.

They Do
“The hig men of America are

d nothing happens,
y just predict some more.—

Jest For the Fun of It

Time Will Tell

Newly Married Man: I

coffee for breakfast, but my wife

likes tes

Experiénced Benedict:
will loon [et uled to tea.
—0—

How He Won Her

never gambled.

Oh, you |

m‘mI

But so are my pies—so I really
Anti- Gllmblmg My

ve |

no
Toonce bought s | But

ncke! in a rafflle for my wife. |
hat’s |

r of. Audience:
how yau got her. is it?

!
Uncle: “You ys of

want too much money.

knw vhll l was
m‘;ﬂ;: “Nope! And
ephew: n
that you dldn’l':i‘tb:r
o

Famous
For &

So tl
My contract is faulty, my dancing

is grim,
| But l never lack for a l-vwlh
You | Tpe wnﬂu 1 m-n fairly ud(l.
tongus
And in pulu ol my Devil’s Food

today \
Do

I

1
T'll bet I

| 1 may not be healthy or wealthy
or \

"vrldll”l be

Lines to a Lost Art

m never lonelx—-{ur. Boy,
T can cook!

may not be clever) my wise
cracks are rare

care,
repartee’s seldom th. sort

that will gleam,

what I can do with, three

eggs and some cream! |

poets have sung.
my not be pretty or witty or

elte, A
mng when 1{But my southern corn dding
m&u c‘u

‘moon-

hll 0
I've had
ir

dreuny, myster- e

pro
tchen
u-rt-rnt ;.. Sangster in “Life”




