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McKay Challenges Brucker

Political life in the state of Michigan has been
filled with increasing str: during the past year—
especially so within the last three months.  Perhaps
the necessity on the part of the general public to
conserve their decreasing resources, reflected mightily
these days in delinquent taxes. has caused che public
official in general to take on,a sombre color i the
eves of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pcuplc

There is the Wayne County grand jury invest-
gation; there is the Oakland Cpunty gramd jury in”
vestigation: there is trouble on the surface of
. Macomb County's governmental depthy—there is

distrust and mistrust in pany other sections of our
state.  And now comes a story in the daily’ news-
papers about the manncr in which former state
ereasurer Frank D. McKay, of Grand Rapids, spent
scveral milkions of «dollars of Michigan’s money for
certain municipal bonds of a pature intimated 1o be
insecure.
In viewing the McKay matter, it s interesting
o reflect upon the closing paragraph of a story
the Detroit News last Sunday. written by James
Sweinhart, a Birmingham resident.  Reports_Mr.
Sweinhart, as words coming from embittered
. | want Brycker and Voorheis fo investi
gate fully. Brucker has been telling around what h:
was going to do to me. | want this jnvestigation to
g0 into every detail—then you'll find everything |
did was right and, to the best of my ability, was for

the of the State. But, sometimes, I think this
is all politics—they don't want ty fimd things arc alt
right ... "

talics are ours—we use them to emphasize
what we consider 10 be McKay's challenge to the
Brucker administration. Such a challenge should
not go un by Governor Brucker.

We have an idea tha certain political camps. are
very, very alert to the present or. future mistakes of
the Brucker administration: everything that Gover-
‘nor. Brucker, directly or indirectly, does, whll be
tallied for or against him—but only the things
against him will come out two years hence: whep
he runs for re-clection.

Governor Brucker promised Michigan 2 housc-
cleaning, if it would elect hirg; he is now in office—
in complete possession of all the cleaning tools used
by the house-wife, so to spnk It is incvitable that
his broom must gather up ‘some of the scason’s
grime and dirt; will he wicld the broom in such 2
manner that the sweepings eventually reach the out-
of-doors, where the whole workl can view them, or
he conveniently lifs up 3 corner of the political
rug and sweep the grime and dirt beneath it?

‘Spring is about upon us! The first robins have
already been scen; ‘soon Mother Earth will “burst
forth in glorious green; the housc-wives of Michi-
gan ' will -open doors and windows in the annual

“cleanup-paintup” ¢ampaign. What will happ¥n at
Lansing

Well, ‘the Democrats and the anti-Brucker Re-

publicans are waiting to sce.

nd, we believe, onc of Governor Brucker's im-
mediate tasks should be to accept Frank D. McKay's
challenge that " . .. they don't want to find things
are all right .

Cupid Misses Some Missus

Oaklahd County, during 1930, was the stage
for much marital bliss, and also much lack of marical
kiss—according to figures just released by the Dept.
of Commerce. There were 831 marriages in 1930,
with 346 divorces—which might make some people
think ‘that the preachers were playing right into the
hands of the,liwyers. In 1929, 3 more prosperous
vur, D; Cnpd arranged to have 1,588 couples take

v:lynp, and in that same year in-

425 Ships of Matrimony went

ou see, while the sun rises and
snow slects, and lnnlc violets

made ha and miserable.  Lif
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mation wpon the subject of modern crime and
criminals; what he has lto say upon the subject gught
Warden Lawes states

to be worth your reading.
that there are three facts that sumimarize the -

effectiveness of capital punishment in our present-
(1) In the
cight states of the Unjon that have definitely abol-

. the homicidal rate has not

¥
day war against major [crime; they are:

ished the death penalty
advanced appreciably: (2) there has been no definit
ibatement of murder i;| the forty states that retai
capital pumishment; (

been followed by 1 mtrktd falling off

death pemalty as a means of
3 llers from socicty. Ourl
pent of legislation that takes
or the pardomn; power for

to be voted upon in Michi-
i our ddeas |concernjng a solution to the.
“pajor crime call for logical,
ssible changes in court pro-
cedure and liw cnforcpment—the two present bar-!
riers to crimic’s greatest| deterrent, ic. sw ift and cer-

) ncither the imposition af
the death sentence nof consequent executions have
homicida!

)i

l

o FromThe
| ..EXN TRIX

Eccentric Columns
of Long Ago

FIFTY YEARS AGO

AH! DOGGEREL NO. 1357

Late last :.I Our ban boometh.
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DISAPPROVE BALD HEADS

“News item.
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The stars are shining

And though the carth is besutiful and glad

My heart will always
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death sentenge, nor are homicides commiteed noted in <ong and old Wilde farm. When Mr. Coryell lation of many counties is under- doz
criminals whilz engaged in the commission Hf felonich. [ story ax the shootin'est cow punch- is finished it will he the pride of rt'vrm‘vnml in county matters. In
according to Warden Lawes.  The death penalty. o n{ll‘hﬁ-u naris. will vemain on the avenue from Detroit o Pon- a;hunuu [(uunt . mu.-hh||>~ ’ o the state
Cise. " : ibe the C ranch instead of joining tiac. with a population o 5 have functions that éounties pecform.
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and disproved.  Many men of questionable guilt have mrll\:mr Hanley S v Lnnmxlll'x \'l\x'f{ul to keep off from lawns and \h1 he lleuulalun- mu:ht mlrrum 1 ll s n?b.:llll) of
» . N - " of the team. *( v i< phys -ully curbing and take a little speclal the urban reprexentation, but ix county consolidation, i) u-
sonc to ‘hcf" “"“‘."‘ "l"") b‘]"““ they were unable 3 U 0T ecupation and hes paims mot | to mml\ up a man’s Mot likely to do <o as long as that per cent of Michiga pal
to procure funds for thorough investigation n dodging bullets for <o many greensward in front of his home budy is distinetly vural fin. char- lives/in_thivty-five nouthtm coun-
Another factor is the undue delay of trial, judy e could not get out of the it o the voad, by driv acter. i The remaining fifteen per
ment and final disposicion of all homicidal cases. In it when on the field.” ik over. The :ulfering public-aay  The luwer house of the Michic cent i thinly over forty-
N 3 . »N..“ cep off. wun legislature consists o 00 ei counties in the nor ne
\vlcy»lh;: u‘:J‘le]mfnj“dhmd L{b||l)~dn|1\c td}zu in VIVA VOCE its m “’,,“ of March uth, representatives elected from dis- block of nine adjucent counties
which the judgment of death was carried out, thirty- h % the Woman's Literary Club of Bir® xrlu~ containing “as nearly as may With a total population of 47, 031
nine men waited six months 10 know their fate, while mingham W unaninous v L¢ an equal number. of inhabi- and a total valuation of B85,
two hundred and fifty waited anywhere from six nking t —except that lh;“w s a 890 ~uvvurl«‘m“c e«mlple:t and
moaths to mor. 4 - Thi ition exists 2 atulat- each county separate county governments,
; s to ¢ than two years. Thl»\ condition exis! ing the citizens of Birmin puluuun u‘unl fo he expense ol Iua\ govern-
in America whereve | b I gham on
n America wherever capital punishment prevaily, b the  passing of the  ordinanee & Moicty (more than half) of the ment accounted ety mm-
and does not lead 0 swift justice, most effective as|a 2rd Liliwn against expectorating on the side- Tatio of representation.” A gon. percent of th evy in
crime deterrent. mn (uwh.x from b and the floors of public stitutional antendment to  rebeal arvea, and for v:a, bn(- v.hin] or
California is 1 capital punishment state but in It was xigned by the entire claise was defeated by those taxes were delipquent.
1925 there were seventy F al a majority of more than 190,000

|l|un|(n in Los
There were ni: r
egutions.
nely not.
ders.

Did this serve 1o deter others?
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whenever the judges imposed death sentences the
As a2 matter of

murder fate dropped considerably.
fact the contrary is trué. Thus, the year 1922, p
ceded by ten death sentences and six executions, wit
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December of that'year capital punishment was rg-
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penalty in Missouri the murder rate has climbed fron
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tenths in 1928. |
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