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be able to produce helium ‘at $35| The gaverage man knéws little
-1a thousand feet. When this about the revenue situatipn in 1li-
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Every man knows he pays taxes.
Fdollars fof a thousand ewbie feet.| ) FyCTH L KNS KRB0 much, |

because someone else isi’t paying
s i enough. But he doesn’t kiow why

In spite of all that has been said
by Evans 1

about taxation in recent years,
dnub! if mln{ realize the hupeleu}

our present revenue |
system system devised more
| han half & contucy ago, and based
upon theories of revenue that date
iback to the first days of statehood,
ywhen all the wealth in Hlinois
jrepresented by broad acres and
{city lots llld hmnz:

is of Tax
The lmcklmne of thu system is
| the general property tax, and its
tmost important feature is the so-
{ealled uniform rul Bmh\ur(— pr»—
vvlded for by the ¢
| 1870, and until that lrnch u( the
| constitution is amended, they must
I be the basis of taxation in this
State.
In the early history of Hlinois
| the general “property k1.u wae

TALK ABOUT ACLIDENTS!
My PoP wAS 1N ATRAIN

WK WHEN HE WAS
.‘413{."(, § YEARS OLD— AND
WHEN HE WAS b HE WAS
Ry R BY A

equitable, for practically every
household then owned and farmed
tits own land and resided in its

|own home. There were no large
cities and few villages,  scarcely
|any tenancy, little intangible prop-
erty, few corpurations and few
people who were employed for
wages or salaries.
. Real estate was easily nssessed,
and personal property was of a
kind not readily congealed. Own-
ership of property was a fair
measure of ability to pay taxes.
T however, is not the case

Getting real quality in lumber and
building materials is no accident.
It's ‘a certainty; just phone one today. Liusa than bne-seventh of the |

[ X people_reside on farms, and less
and two for Moulthrop’s prompt than 45 per cent of the farm

wucreage is operated by owners.
Intangible Increase

As the percentage of the owner-

ship of lahd has declined, the per-

centage of people owning intang.

jible property—stocks, bonds, and

‘other securities—has increased. It ¢

delivery of High Grade Materials.

is estimated that the people of

Ulinois now own between $12,-

r 000,000,000 and $14,000,000,000

in par value intangibles, not tak-

‘ LuMBER 'BUILDERS ing into consideration unproduc-
. COAL And SUPPLIES tive intangibles which have a con-

siderable value
n other words, it is safe to sa;
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)| to reach intangibles, which should |
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tfor  in  wages,

and commissions.

largest single

come to the
The best esti

uulkue ml 80 per cent of the

lhe 3!1!! is derived from
industry, and 10 per cent.
earnings intangible pm
It is clear, Lh.-lol-, &lt only |
about 10 per eent of the total cur-
rent net income of residents of
Hllinois is derived from the owner-
ship of real or
Lhe general
theory lev on bou.-uulbk and
intangible prop
ducing 30 per eent ot e m
|eome of the people.. But every-
one knows that, by tax exemp-
tions and tax evasions, intangi-

0 per cent

Al ml.nglblu assessed, includ;
ing bank stocks—which, like real
estate, can not escape taxation—
are now less than 7 per cent of
the total assessments and pay only
10 per cent of the total property
taxes. The 90 per unl
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of property taxes are paid b
tangible property, which prm‘luce!
only 10 pvr cent of the net income
of the peoj

Real um other tangible prop
erty, although producing only 10
per cént of the net income of the
people of Illinois, pays 90 per
nt of the taxe:
So much for the general prop-
erty tax. As it is administered un-
der the constitution it is as hope-
lessly inadequate as & harse-car
would be on State Street.

The uniform rule of assessment
assumes that all property, regard-
less of kind or earning power, is
equally able to pay taxes accord-
ing to its fair cash value.

This, of course, is a false as-

 sumption as applied to present-day
conditions. Much tangible prop-
>rty has no tax-paying capacity,
and there a wide difference in
the productivity of various classes
of tangible property.

Aside from this, however, the
uniform rule of taxation as ap-
plied to intangibles is _impossible
of administration. No State which |
nhas tried it has been able to en-|
force it; for uniform and impartial |
cnforcement would mean virtual |
confiscation in many instances. |

Small Owner Pays

Under these
property owners
whatever risk may be involved in |

refusing to list intangibles. The|
re:lull of this failure of the law|

v a just share of taxes, shifts
the burden upon the small per-
centage of tangible property own-
ers who bear all the burden of
the general property tax.

Many States have abandoned|
/the uniform rule. New York and
| Pennsylvania do not have it. It is
tomitted from the constitutions of
23 other States. |

Aggravating the ills resulting |
from these archaic provisions of |
the revenue section of the consti-|
tution, is the cumbersome uncoor-|
dinated assessment system with |
which we attempt to distribute the
burden of taxation. The principal
difficulty -seems. to ue to the
total lack of any definite respon-
| sibility on the part of any one for
the final results of assessments,
\and the absence of any uniform:
ity in assessment as between town-
ships within the county and be-|
tween counties.

Each township is an independ-

assessment ' unit. As each
township, assessor is interested in
iseeing that his constitutents get
off as lightly as possible, assess-
ment in the counties resolves it-
self into a competition in under-
assessment among the townships.

Abolish Limitations

Likewise, county boards of re-
view are interested in shifting as
much of the burden of State taxes
[to other counties as possible.
| There is no State or county unity
or coherence in assessment of
| property.
| " A special commission created by
act of the legislature: last year,
| has been making a study of con-
| stitutional proposals, and is now
|ready to make a report. [ do not
Know. what that Teport is, but it
|is safe to prediet that it will pro-
|pose the grant of more authority
[to the legislature in tax matters,
land to do away with the limita:
[tions -in the present constitution
{'which tie the hands of the assem--
tblyward make it impossible to ad-
Jjust revenue mlchlnery to chang-
ing needs of the State.

This is the nm lt!p towards
revenue reform.  Conditions are
not the same now as they were in
1870, apd they will not be the
}rme in 60 years as they are to-

'he legislature, which is elected

y the people and_answerable to
them, given more lati-
|tude in setting up -the machivery
and determining the system of
| taxation,

'Try an Eccentric Classified Ad.

|AWNINGS
“Made in Pontiac Brand”
{| PONTIAC TENT
| & AWNING co.

| Phone or Write for a New
i Awning Style Folder

Phone 2-3742
400 Oakland Ave.

BEFORE YOU BUY A NEW STOVE
SEE THE ELECTROCHEF

ELECTROCHEF helps to modernize your
present kitchen. And if you are building
a new home, you won't want it to become
out-of-date in a few years because you
did not install electric cooking. Install an
ELECTROCHEF NOW. » » »

) {
care in the control of heat, cooking

ELECTROCHEF costs but a fraction more

Today in the United States a million house-
wives are cooking with electricity. Before
you buy a new stove, arrange for a
demonstration (at any Detroit Edison
Office) of ELECTROCHEF'S superior cooking
at low cost. ELECTROCHEF brings a cleaner,
cooler, pleasanter cooking—modern to the
minute. Week by week hundreds of
women are husiasti flaky pastries will del

cally adding ELECTROCHEF you: an accurate
to their kitchens. » It is EASY TO OWN ‘ control of temper
an ELECTROCHEF! }

from 250 degrees to
| $ ] O

DOWN PAYMENT

puts on ELECTROCHEF in your
kitchen—installed, ready to
cook. Thisincludes all necessary
wiring. Balance $6 per mpnth.
Cash pricé instolled, $105.

proud to show your friends. »

Count these advantages:
electric heat, as clean
as sunlight; an all-white
porcelainrange, as easily
cleaned as a piece of
china; cooking speed,
with focused radiant heat
—snap the switch and
start to cook; safety —no
flames, no matches;
and finally, delightfully
cool cooking—clean cook-
ing: no hot kitchen, no
blackened potsandpans, | L

ent baking easy.

modern as the ele:

cooking.

-DETROIT # EDIS

As clean

no smoke, no dirt, no soot. to deposit on
kitchen walls and curtains! With ordm}cry

ith

cooking with the cheapest fuels. ELECTRO-
CHEF, with its smooth, gleaming surfaces
and softly rounded curves, is @ beautiful
piece of kitchen furniture that you will be

Electric cooking imparts a delicious flavor

to foods — meats and v-golcbln cook to

melting tenderness in their| own ‘juices —

with all ' their natural flavors| seoled in.

Euecmocnzrs light, fine- gromq cakes Ed
|

ht
n
s

degrees makes. congist-

ELECTROCHEF —the - inevi-
table cooking methodi As

refrigerator, the electric
washer, or the electric
ironer—as desirable ‘as
electric lighting—this re-
markable stove brings
clean, cool, hedlthful
Install an
ELECTROCHEF now and
| modernize your kitchen!
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as sunlight —ELECTRIC HEAT FOR
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