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| hem manger, giving birth to 2 Beautiful Child. There
|is something glorious and glorifying to those who
| quictly and deeply r the importance of this
humble beginning; therc is something equally mar-
| velous in the contemplation of the lives of t
| who came along after the passing of Jesus, the g~

ess Club.

ONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1929 |1

; or_cor
f Eee
‘Seine broweh ‘e 1be sirention of the

& ulric is « member of:  National Editoriel
sciation; Michigen Press Association, end Uni-

ttes | of a blazing hearth, the fullness of an over-fed
. | stomach, the color of the holly wreath and mistletoc
may | —and the laughter of little children.

year-old Christ, and who, becoming filld with 2
| realization of the teachings and uanxla of the!
| Galilean, offered for the appraisal of all men and |
| women, for all time, the value of following in the
tsteps of the Manger Babe.

| Oh, we do.not forget the material manner in
+ | which today’s human race sets about to commemo- |

s | the fine spiric that majorly dominates the exchange
of Christmas presents; we are aware of the crackle

We are aware
- of these things—and more. ) i
We think of those in the world today who,

" Virginia And Santa Claus
The letter printed b; was written

Santa Claus?” Here is Mr. Church’s answer:
/" #'Virginia, your little friends are wrong.
have been affected by the skepticism of
askeptical age. They do not believe except
they sce. 'lﬁy think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by their lictle
ming All minds, Virginia, whether they be
men’s or children’s are little. In-this great
universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an
t, in his intellect, as compared with the
boundless world about him, as measured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the whale
truth and knowledge.
“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as'certainly as love and gencrosity
and devotion exist; and you know that they
and give to our life its highest beauty
and joy. Alas! How dreary the world would
be if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no Virginias.
Theré would be no childlike faith then, no
postry, no romance, to make tolerable this
e We should havé no enjoyment,
except in the ‘sense and sight.' The cternal
with . which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished. .
“Not belicve in Santa Claus!  You might
not believe in fairics! You might get
Papa to hire men to watch in all the
‘on Christmas Eve to catch Santa
« Glaus, but even if they did not sce Santa Claus
cpming down what would that provel No-
sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign
is no'Santa Claus. The most real things
i#l the world are those that ncither children
mor men can see.  Did you ever sce fairies
dancing on the lawn? Of course not; but
that's no proof that they are not there. No-
Body can copceive or imagine all the wonders
there are unseen and the world.
~/*"You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and
Z28¢ what makes the noise inside, but there is a
veil covering the unseen world which not the

W mien that ever live, could tear apart.

C faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance ¢
< push aside’ that curtain and view and picture
#:mul beauty and fhry beyond. Is it
Virginia, in all this world chere
 nothing ¢lse real and abiding.
‘No‘ Santa Clhaus!. Thank God! he lives,
and he lives forever, . A thousand years from
Wi nay, 10,000 ‘years from now, he will
to make' glad the hearts of child-
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7 years
ago but it is still true, as true as Christmas and chil-
dren and fairiés. It is a reply Frank P. Church made

Santa “My father says if you scc it in the
Sun, it's s0,” she wrote. “Tell me, truly, is there 2
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was a5 barren to the sced | bow to.the world, and let the world renew its pledge
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 more uafriendly than 1 friendios i |

through the circumstances of economic caprice, are
recciving an' expression of help from their morc
financially fortunate brothers and sisters—and as we
contemplate the entire stage of modern life we can-
not picture in our minds any situation more frought
with the lack of comfort and convenicnces of
physical things than the meagre bed of straw that
" supported Mary in an ancient common stable!
Our mind goes back to the lifc of the Carpenter
of Judes, and we see Him first toiling with His
hands to carn a living, perhaps spending His leisurc
time in learning the best thoughts of His own day
and of the days that had passed; we hear Him as He
confounds the Rabbis in the synagogues; we wacch
Him as He goes about on His pilgrimage of ministra-
tion, of His efforts to gather about Him a band of
followers who could continue the work which He
had started. We see Him brought before Pilate, and |
we gaze with sadness as 2 greedy and cruel world of
| that day compels Him to trudge toward Calvary,
where the hate of men found sariation in the picrced |
1 hands and side—and we recall, too, the statement of |
2 more modern writer that mankind is destined to be
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lifted, if only upon a cross, crowned, even though | _-
with thorns!

We observe what happened following the Craci- |

fixion.  We sce the taunting smile of Saul of Tarsus,
as he leads his band of Anti-Christ about Jerusalem, |
stoning the Christians; we sec him as he starts out
toward Damascus, intent upon putting down the
growth of Christianity in that city. On the way,
ryou will recall, he saw the vision, and heard the
famous question, “Saul, why persccutest thou me?"
| Then followed the complete reformation of Saul of |
Tarsus, whom we today know as Paul, the great
Apostle.

Here was a man to reckon with!

Probably more than any other follower
Paul spread the Gospel of Christianity.
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To The Editor: *
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experience was filled with the heights and the depths | present unsatisfactory provision superlative degree the gentleman ' Wheat cradle would soon find him-
! of human trial and tribulation; during his last days for night driving. of Eronk went on to relate the following, | “elf without wheat to cut.
[north on that streteh of road |which will be of interest to our! Evolution—business evolution, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

in Rome, where he was virtually a prisoner, he wrote |
some of the most beautiful words that any man cvcr“h,' south, it is difficult
penncd about the attribute we call LOVE. |along the side on the right.
In the 13th chapter of First Corinthians Paul{ And itis impossible to
| summed up the years of his experience with Christi- |15t when the widening
| anity and its relation to life in these words: “Thou
" | Ispeak with the tongues of men and of angels, and
| have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or
a tinkling cymbal . . . . And though
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my
| body to be burned, and have not charity, it profitcth
jme nothing . . .. Charity never faileth: but whether
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benefited by such a small e
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| there be prophecics, they shall fail; whether there be | .G Broaker,
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowl- B aamewpo

| edge, it shall vanish away.”
Strip humanity of LOVE and you have nothing

left but the stark nakedness of the cave and the |

‘cIiK. of the desert and the wilderness.  Strip -h:‘uu,rrhVill-ic?

| year of its Christmas and the message of rencwed ° spove

| LOVE chat it brings, and the other holidays of the  huse%, 10t only Tocontiy

year become barren stretches of man-measured - time subj

| upon the mere cycle of biological life. the radio by the Secretary
And 5o, it scems to us, as annually we make pfans | Board of Gommorce af hd
commemorate the Dethlchem Babe, may' our ‘mind, the cha

be filled with more than the mere "to the

| tying up of packages; with mare than the mere| country.

| preparation of good things to cat; with more than| And I will quote spme

| the mere gesture of entering into one or another of |
¢ ritualistic observance of the occdsion.

For, if Christmas in its descent down the ages

been found worthy of being made the motivat- |

ing impulic of but a day or a brief scason within | S5

| the customs and traditions of men, how much ‘more| 1'®

|of LOVE will be manifest by mankind when it i
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them. Sometimes it is & little more

of meat and the houscwife
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| they receive “from " the shoppers
| of our village goes to Detroit in

Christmas is the one that inspires
the most universal joy. Bells ring when
princes are born, and toll their mournful
dirge when great men pass away.
Nations have their festive days, their
carnivals and holidays; but once in the
year, and just once, comes that happy
day of world-wide observance. You
cannot cut Christmas out of the calen-
dar—nor out of the hearts of men.
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HE SAID “HIT AGAIN"
One of our most substantial More than it helped the believers
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professional evolution, social evo-
lution, spiritual evolution—is in-'
|evitable. We may not like it. We
may prefer the old ways, and may
| yearn for the days when the world
moved at a slower tempo, but we
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