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They Feil Upon the Greatest Din-
ner They Had Ever See

her mother had given a dinner like
this to the same number of home-
| less boys. Perhaps ten of those
present today had been present u
year ago.

Dinner was  announced.
scramble for the chairs followed.
Not schooled In the way of polite
‘mJely or held In check by super

manners, each boy secured a chair
and but (Dr the clanging of a bell
the grabbing would have started.
| Miss Georgia asked the boys to
and up for a moment behind thelr
chair  When order was re-
stored, she bowed her head and in
a clear ringlng volce, sald?
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were

long-worn garments, each article |
of ']I:h had bewn divorced from
!onner sult and handed down from
& former nwner v-u-hu. tatters
and rags ed, oversized.
buttonless lliﬂ ll:d constituted
hele full dress for the gecaslon.

They were from the back streets
and allu- and from bedrooms In
oodsheds,  warehouses and base-

Dear Jeaus, Thou wart ance a vor.
So come today and with
This hul ot Christmas cheer and

- Ana’we shall more enjoy the fars.

Then the boys fell into their
chalrs and about the same time
fell upon the greatest dinner lhq
had ever seen.
ing soup disappeared. e
ers pued their plates with turkey
and mnberry Jelly, hot buns,

rown asted meats, and
any kxnd ot vm!lblc destred, This
was followed by courses of plum
puddlnx mince ple, fruit cake and
ice cream. Mints and nuts, apples
and oranges climbed out of the bas-
kets and slipped Into lﬂmy pocl-

ets for future referen: Appe-
tites began to slow up. smn-cxu
never before gullty of over-infla-
| tion began to show distention and
| assume

I'm full” and “Golly,

They were happy today. FEach ¢
logked around upon the resplend- |
wt hl!llry with pop-eyed astonlsh-
It was all uoreal and pew
nu-n from the mantel
behind trees came candy and nuts,
aod It wll all for them. There
Was a palr of warm mittens for
#ach boy, a cap and a palr of stoes
,warm wool stockings for each
one.. Santa claus distributed ffty
wew, erisp two-dollar bills, one to
boy and M'lrybody ‘was happy
~=happy for
A long Table stretched through
the dlnlnl room and the library,
white covered and welghted down
with a dinoer that looked likg the
flare ot heaven to the rungry boys.

el lbtm

Miss Georgla rose and sald,
“Now, boys, it you will be qulet
| & moment I have a story to tell
m 1 think that perhaps ten of

re here a year ago today

Ind 'lll remember the story, but T
will tell it agaln and hope to tell
it again and agaln on each return-
ristmas for years to come.

“Up until two years ago when
my father dled, I had never known
anything but & happy Christmas.
But It was not so with my father.|
Ho was often cold and hungry, and ©
Santa Claus brought him no pres-
ents, He nevér remembered his
| father and his mother was very

poor; and when she died daddy|

had no home and no friends to help
him. He lound l pll(‘e to sleep In
the back she old warehouse

and a kind nld mln gave him a
| quilt lnd a blanket (hn were little
| better n
| and dld

a few nickels and pennles.
| “His name-was George, but most

of those who knew him never
| heard his name, because he was
- gemerally called ‘the alley kid.'
| ‘The elley kid' knew that there
| was a Christmas for most boys nnd
| girls, but he had nmever had one.|
The day he was ten yun old wn

hristmas. It was a cold day, an
ddy had no pruenu and no
kfast. Every!
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dered In the cold and

Witched m. happy crowds|go by,

but they brought nothing for him.
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. “He w- Generally Called thy
‘Alley KI‘."

He was ¢old afd hungry; some
VoL Lodnsa T S e Seit 0

ty from the

an errands | spectable
0dd jobs for which he IOL nnmes we have, were seen driving

" | Sutters is. for sale by James Van|

FLINT BUILDING
CODE STUDIED

Because the ¢ Flint building code,
considered a model code by most
-:umc:p-hues. contains provisions
for stresses and strains om struc-
tural steel used in construction,
while the Birmingham code d
not thoroughly cover the subject,
James W. Parry, village manager,
has requested its adoption by the
Village Commission.

Commissioner ~ Scott  Hersey,
building committee chairman, is
studying the Flint code, prep:

tory to making his recommenda-
tion on. the subject at tonight's
session of the Village Commission.

I-.i-nu-lhbhc{:
mumo—.w
somebody should

*In the m L nnh girt
came down the street, carrying a
basket nl little boxes filled with
caidy and outs for poor children
In that section of the elty.
saw him and gave him a bex of
candy. Chlld“.l. she asked bim
| what he got for Christmas.

““7.didn't get nothin'

’thn -hmrlng boy
| no Christ:

T asked i
“f ain’t had nothin' today."
“‘You can come house
my mamma will give you some
* and sulting action to the
invitation, she pulled af m.h-m
and George followed ber rather re e IO
foctantly intp & L(xer  part or the Buck Dismisses
city and Int

o ieaa [aosa. chting the "frsi Assault Charge
Christmas dipner he had ever had
The little gif's papa talked kind- | ghtman,
ly.to George, and that night he was ﬁdd ’l‘nv:ndup, accused o
given a bath, a new sult of clothes. | ang battery by Marshall m. ot
and for the first time since he | griver of a school bus for Dis.
could remember he slept In a clean, | trict No. 8, Southfield Townshi
warm bed. | was dismissed by Justice Floyd .
“The rest of the story Is soon | Buck Friday, when Faton failed

told. George never went back 10 | to appear in court.

the old alley to live or sleep. That | On December 11, according to
| little girl was my mamma. Her | Eaton, Wightman had thrown a

papa gave George a chance to work | hoard lhmu h  the bus  window

and let him go to school. H

grew to be a fine boy. He was |

taught to tell the truth, to be hon-

est and Industrious. He became a

smart business man. . On Christ-

mas day when he was twenty-one
years old there was a blg -mmlng
in the home where he had had hi
first Christmas dinner, and he wu(
married to the little girl. He
worked hard was honest, and
every Christmas he and my m. oyma
used ta carry a basket of foodAnd |
nice things to the poor people in
the part of the city where daddy Community House (hrmlmu.\ Eve,
used to live, Daddy worked until from dark until m. Choe-
he got to be president of the blg olate and cake will he served to
bank where he first began to work. all visitors, and groups of carolers
Before he dled he told me this will sing at lhc house between
story and sald he wanted mamma 8:30 and 9 p.

and me to help poor boys who had | The carolers "will gather at the
no homes to have a good Christ- Community House at 6:45, and
mas. So daddy was born on Christ- will go out in two groups. Thirty
mas, found his first frlend ou children from the Hill school will
Christmas, ate.hls first good din- gk up and down throughout the
ner on Christmas, was married oo central section of the town, and
Christmas and dled on Christmas. (he Girl Reserves will cover lhc
When he had money of his own hé 'Quarton Lake district. At 8:30;
made a happy Christmas for a8 they will return to the Community
many as he coul House,

“With each returnlng Christmas ““rpe’ Community House whl not
mamma and T will do what we can oy open until after the St.
to carry out daddy's plan to make ;. ervice as.it has in former
a happy Christmas for homeless o

We want you boys to grow Y¢4rs:

o(

South-
ault

nec s s
scalp. Wightman had become angry
|because Eaton had put Wightman's
son off the bus for unruly con-
duct. Deputy R. L. Hoops ar-
rested Wightman.

Carolers To Sing
On Christmas Eve '

Open house will be held at_the

All garbage from Regent street
in London is now being searched
for a $2,000 pearl lost by Mrs. L.
R. Carter

u
repllﬁll in buslness and In turn to
make a hlppy Christmas for other
poor boy:

- eIt nclhlnz happens, meg will
be another dinner here next Christ-
mas, and all of you are welcome to
come again.” —

Mrs. Katherine Roberts, 92, of
Rockyford, Colo., helped to har-
vest her son’s crops.

NOVEL OIL WELL CAMERA
SHOWING HOLE’S COURSE
MAY REVIVE OLD LEASES

By FRANK B. HOWE |
Central Press C {
Angeles, Cal.—Introduced
recently at the famous Signal Hill|
oil fields near Los Angeles, a
novel oil well camera, whose un-
derground “eye” records the ex-
act course of a “hole,” has dis-
.pelled forever the assumption that
an oil well goes straight down.
More important, the camera en-
able millions of dollars to the in-
the history of the petroleum in-
dustry to direct their shafts in
any direction at will, . i

So new and so unusual are the
items of information provided in
the accurate photographic records
made by the camera, that, al-
(huuzh the instrument is admitted

; experts to be worth uncount-
abue millions of dollars to the in-
dustry, its full implications are
not yet realized even by well own-
ers who have employed it in
“surveying” their holdings.

Solves Drilling Problems

A ‘typical instance of its worth
was shown ently, the circum-
stances of which were as follows:

Along the edge of the Sig
{ill “fault,” numerous wells hav
been sunk with full confidence on
the part of drillers that they
would strike the rich reservoir
whose location is known with
cer(uinl A certain hole would
‘come in" a. heavy producing
Mlll while ariother, not a hundred

feet distant,
brine, and the next, perhaps b
feet away, would “be a

e.” In course of time the
non-producing holes were aban-
doned and have stood untouched
or yea |
of

Peterson,
designer, know-

McCoy owner
camera, and W. J
Los Angeles, the
ing what their unusual instru-
ment could accomplish, undertook
to survey one of the useless holes.
From the pictures thus obtained
they discovered that about half
to pay sand, the drill had
a rocky obstruction

the hole had gone kew.
bottom of the shafi was 1,400
feet distant from the point where
the drill entered the earth’s crust,
and in the opposite direction from
the under-ground reservoir whose
location was known.

Abandoned Leas mand

The rest was simple. Studying
the pictures made by the camera, |
the owners of the well ascertained |

J W . PETER SON,
dcsanxmr,ofotht oil camera

of

subterran-
t time it
p a con-
k on the course of their
shafts. If the camera is lowered
every time a hundred feet or so
of new hole is opened, and devia-
tion, no matter how slight, is im-
mediately recorded, the tools al
ready fumiliar to  the industry

the

exactly at what depth the hole | make it simple to redirect  the
went astray, placed a  concreteshaft in the desired direction.
“bridge” at that point, installed a amera Misses Nothing

and redrilled the | Then there is the solution Shich

|

FROM THE ECCENTRIC COLUMNS
—of Long Ago

Bits .li_:l News Gleaned From Old Eccentric—

Th
Items That Make Up The Hissorical Background
¢ The Birmingham Of Today.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

A Birmingham young man was
recently playing _golf with a
young lady from Pontiac, He had
heard so much about ‘“culture”
that he was very circumspect in
his conversation so as not to shock
her. What was his surprise to
hear the cultured young lady from |
Pontiac exclaim, after making a|
oor strike: “Holy Moses! What a
um swat!” He's running yet.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
E. F. Chntﬁeld‘recenﬂy showed
us several stalks of wheat badly
jinfected with thut bane of farm-
v's life, the hessian fly.

Almon Parks and Owen Shad-
bolt contemplate Lﬂklnz a coufse
of instruction from Con. Hoffman
| of Pontiac on the violin. Won't
these young men prove sagacious
vibrators of feline in‘ards.

The Birmingham football team
defeated the Royal Oak team last|
Saturday by a score of 26 to 0. It
was reported in the Detroit Tri-
bune a short time ago that
mingham was afraid of Royal Oak

Two of our prominent “and re-
married men, whose

{out with a_couple of blondes ln
Deumt lately, of the demn munde‘

style. As soon as seen and had cancelled a game on that
mediately pulled down the Dlinds account. The Royal Ouk boys put
|of the coupe. up a hard fight, but they were

outgeneraled at every point, and

A fine load of elegart cutlm‘\ in our epinion the Tribune scribe

g‘nued through town last week. has another write up coming about

akes us think of nmer rlde!-\the cowardice of the Birmingham
good _sleighi;

1,)-4 of|

\fnb hor!e-.
yum! Thu

girl, yum!

Mrs. J. Trend entertained a
Every of Franklin, and if you|number of ladies at flinch on Fri-
are going to buy a cuu.cc this| day afternoon.

ee |

season, we advive you
“Jim" before purchasing. FIVE_YEARS AGO
Clarence Vliet, superintendent
| Frank Howland is employed at|of village schools, was named
|a mill in Muir, and is as lnn as | treuurcr of the Oakland County
a plg. oolmen’s Association recently
I, ‘orkamzed at a dinner meeting at
Frank Jenks and Henry Bm.‘me Board of Commerce, Pontiac.
[sett shot thirteen coons out of |
one tree, one night last week, and| An ultimatum issued this week
it the poorest night (or‘ by state Fire Marshall at Lansing
coons that we have had this sea-|regarding the showing of motion
son. If anyone but Frank had|pictures in the Baldwin High
told this story we would be a ||L-‘Schnnl auditorium has caused the
tle skeptical, but his well known |school board to cancel all reserva-
veracity will not admit of altions for the motion picture pro-
doubt. grams there this winter,

| football team.

Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Facer, ICA‘
comp‘med by thg l-tun sister,
Mrs, Stahl St. uis,
Ihch., unended tho funeral

| One of the first deer of the
| seasop to arrive in Birmingham
was shot by Warren ' Bray last
[ yeek on his first hunting expedi-
tion. . Bray was captain of
last year's Baldwin high sehool’

Steps are aurted by the Bir-
mingham board of Education to
reliéve the overcrowded condition
in village schools. Plans are un-
derway for the completion of a
room _in e basement of the
Barnum school. Fred V. Quar-
ton, board member, was delegated

d
illmington, Ohlo, Fri
C\lrrm returned to his

hom lor the Christmas holidays, | to see proparty owners in the
Sunday. north iwest section of the school
district in regards to a proposed
| * Pupils who Auend high school | site.
lat Pontht and Birmingham are e
_|spending "the holidays at their | Approximately 400 Christmas
homes here. Savings club depositors this week
received - from tlu local | First
Mr. and lrs‘ James Bowden | State vouchers to

vings
the amount of nelrly $12,000, ac-
cordmg_lt{ an u;osn;‘b‘mut given
omas 0l
ident’and ‘cashier, " "o Pre

have moved to their hom at
South Shirley street, Pontiac,

Miss Ruth Wood hld as  her

"“ Irene K: f hl l Luic is ibility fe
oom. o ol responsil all
avenue, Pontiac. e nBoy Scout wort y °L‘¢
Cou

parents s and lrm n- ;co
program at |a
ti:“ Franklin School, Ndny -un.

shaft toward the p: sand. The | the camera offers to the man who !

[vell, formerly useless, and sunk | hay oo quired a lease entirely sur-
at terrific cost, is now clearing a | rounded by producing we
monthly bout $50,000, | Who has fa

g I feat spread, | knows that

and there followed & mad scram. | him is a rich pool of oil

ble to rebuy abandoned leases, | all sides of him are pumping from

shaft
gone down 6,000 fect, and yet it

it at that level. His has
has missed. In‘one such case the
new camera showed that although
the drillers had 6,000, feet of c

ed _their actual valuc.
Reclaiming abandoned
however, is only one of the

wells,

ac-

! had never spoken to each other;
but Matt had never revpaled the

! the drill Nht 'n ldll
ubove the pool!

valuable holding. and

| the thousands of dollars of dril

|ing expense a dead

‘hnned the relatively short

| tance and

| the camera’s reco: a
Somwe exports pmlm to see in

| has proven, that
straight down, and that in many |
|cases the bottom of the hole is T
hundr!di of feet from the lease|

|on wi
| possibilities s
| suits, injunctions and len] nenp\‘

of production to untangle

| ficting claims looms, in the minds
of the pessimists, as a certainty.

New Mural Given |

A fine example of the work of

one of the younger American ar- 0. P

Phone 314

tists of today, Francis Scott Brad- |
ford, is a mural painting of the ||

m. the hole had

that
feet
n the pht of lb.ndonhg his.

loss, he con-
dis- i
?tovod the accuracy of

tonl
| the camera an ommous aftermath. | enty, in
Oil laws are based on the assump- | yea
[tions  that a well goes :lnl:htlwhdp he was
{down from the lease of the own-'seen by Mr. and. Mrs, B4oth when
jer. If it is true, as the camera|they ' visited the . Academy in

no hole goes|1927.

Pare
Buckwheat Flour

Wolcott's Mill

. McCEELLAN
< FEED & SALT

e derrick stands, the
of suits, count.

To Christ Church

Wishing All
A
Merry Xmas
and a
Joyous New Year

identity of the other man.

Words of the progrum mingled
with bis dream, such as “The Glory
of the Lord shone 'round” and
They brought Him gifts” and
words of the minister at parting
“Little children love one another.”
| AnIdea which formed quickly in
his mind crystallized into actlon
and Matt found himself hurrying
first to his shop and then to a
little home in the other part of
town, Entering the presence of his
once while {rh'nd Matt silently ex-
tended his gift.

“Matt!” the word was half a
question and half an exclamation.
‘The one addressed placed his offer-
ing in the othér mun's hands.

“Howard,” he said, *I

have

brought a token of forgiveness.” As

N THI? eust of a cloudless sky

shone a bright star as a beacon,

over the town. Groups of town
folk hurrying In its direction ap-
peared as the wise men whe fol-
lulcd the star of ol

Every one would be attending the
Christmas entertainment given at
the church, so no need to keep his |
fruit shop open, decided Matt |
Hughes, as he joined the happy
Joyous throng bound in that dir
tion,

From where he sat he codld
plainly see the star, and he’ fell |
to dreaming of another Christmas
when that same star shone as
brightly as now, but Instead of the
snow-clad hills’ of New England
there was the wide expanse of the
California desert, Across that des-
ert toward thy star rode a lone
horseman, a song on his lips and
a smile on his face. From his sad-
dle hung several packpges In the
bright hollday wrappings.

As he drew near a cabin the song
changed to a shout of greeting
which diéd to a low exclamation
of surprise as he saw there was
no welcoming light. After search-
fng in the dark he had struck a
light, and then had come the dis-
covery of the written message, It
was the same old story—unaccus-
tomed to the desert, the problems
confronting one trylng to conquer
it had proved too big. Howard | wiyel]
James, the playmate of his child- | to go, “I'm glad that you like
hood, college friend and later he! them.” At the door he turned and
bor out here In the West, proved | extended his hand.
now o be the real love of Dolly | “Merry Christmas, Howard,” he
Hughes Instead of Matt. id

Then had followed the long trek
across the country by the stricken
husband, cnding at last, after a frul
less search on the Eastern coas
Something about the little vill:
was more soothing to his troubled
spirit than any place be had found,
and be stayed on.

One day the name of James How-
ard was spoken in his presence; |
the similarity of the name of his
former friend caused him to locate
Then he learned that

Matt Slloutly ExtendedtHis Gift.

he saw what the basket contalned
Howard clasped the gift more
[ tightl
A basket of California grapes!”
hie cried over and over. “Just what
1 have longed for.”

“Why, it's only a basket of

att.

N a moment re-
vll ed in a choking volce, “it's much
| wore than that; it's an answer to
prayer.”

Matt said, as he turned

sald.
The other grasped the out-
| stretched hand—“Merry (hrlumn.
Matt, and God bless you.” And
| the nest moment the bearer o “he
;m was out under the s
atera Nemspaper Uiion)

oIS —

Ash Yule Log Favered
The Yule log, which used to be
|1ald across the broad hearth fires
in olden times with such ceremony,

the man. |
Dolly had not survived long after g, be-
reaching there.  With 8 curse on | cause the legend avers that it was
lis lips the husband left, and al- (before an ash fire that the Holy |
though the two had lived in the 'Babe was first wnahed sod grassed |
same village for several yegrs, they by His mothe i

- —— -
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Most
Sincere
Wishes
To You

Christmas

OLSEN’S
MARKET

120 S. Woodward
Phones 648-649

“Yours For Service



