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Should We Love Jaworski?
By SCHUYLER L. MARSHALL
Some weeks ago under the caption of “Who Is
published

160 The Murderer?” the Republican-News

| some upon the

| the murder of four-year-old Virginia Lethermon by

| her crippled and nt mother in Eaton County.

We did believe, and we still believe, that there were

circumstances surrounding thar murder thar made

the murderess, Mrs. Adeline Lethermon, entitled to
hetic #eni . A _shiftless husband who

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1928. *

. o of events | 30 unlovely cripple, together with abject poverty,

We Are Disappointed

[he other night, for the first time, we
_fadio to Al Smith’s speech, given
leader *of the Democratic  party, before 2
in St. Paul, Minnesota. Words cannot ex-
e, SRy o Sanifcsed, when | the pla
m- would be compelled to forfeit her life for the one

at’ we :
subject of Tammany's rule exploded hi

all the crudity of a second
v, Smith paraded the usual polic
upon the unsuspecting mind of
heard his talk—a talk that in .diction and
¢, simile .and metaphor, logic and reason, was
from the style of Thomas Jefferson or Wood:
Wilson that we felt extremely sorry, sympatheti
 sorry, for a party that could not produce a bet-
igence to lead it to the White House.

s box | te 04 has eme R *b
the people  heart of human beings. Ponder decply, and objec. thinking animal t0 2 point where, a1 the result of | whole subject is a5 wide s the rendenciss. thebe.

ly to us it will remain a memoiable. occasion.

foiga/fail us to write foither.
Would “Pay The Sl’iot"?

ts of 3 change in Birmingham's charter,  ject is a part of his creed—that of loving all man-
it mandatory upon the public treasury to ate, ar : s
§ per cent of the cost of private street im- | der if he were not carrying his zealous ideals 3 bit
as against the pne-sixth that the village ' too farin his effort to emulate Him who said, "for-
seem to be very much interested in vacant give them, for they know not what they do.”
; their_argument that the improvement of : r
jrogravel streets would add greatly to the as- upon the front page of a daily newspaper lying on the
aluation of the community, and thus result  desk.
tax return, phainly shows that they seek
ove vacant property that it may increase the
f the tax rolls. Howitrue'is their belief—for
jon of any improvement upon property
Migher taxes, but the' joker in the argument
t that the one' who owns the property
shot.

n it against a street that is improved,
homes upon it. But it must be remembered four-year-old Vi
r ying greater taxes, is owned
and the; t f:
o Allas g die o T 6 il the same 25 3 blood-chirsey.besst Kill. There
own pockets for the tax money. k cases.  Th |
t that the village treasury ought to | trate perfectly our idea of the crime situation. The
t costs than it now | woman, phyxi'cally and me

| abandoned her after the bifth of a baby girl and
| after disease had made the vivacious, pretty mother

must_have contributed 10 her terrible. despondency.
comments, published several weeks ago,

2 h the | came to the attention of a very good fricad in an-

ther part of the state. This friend is a sipsere foc
™ of capital punishmént=— man who loves mankind
and who practices /what he preaches. In a note com-
menting upen oyr views in'the Lethermon case, he
" writes: /

" .. \. 3fd the tenure of your editorial, dear

listened | friend, is bug/a picture of 3 majority of the reasons
by that | Why major

rimes are committed in any place on the
so-called citilized globe. A Man once said, “forgive
them, for/ they know not what they do.” Under

j of capital punishment Mrs. Lethermon

she adfittedly took. And who would benefit?

class vaudeville | "Old man, strip life and living of human and

£ emotionalism, and you would remove the very

4 | tively, the causes of murder, and then resolve to sup-

/is better—with one that will make society realize its
duty and its debt toward every living person; for a
plan that offers friendly help to the sick in mind and
body; for a plan that retains erring life in order to
h help it.”

) Read the above again and take jt from us that it
came from one of the finest, sincere, practical pub-
lishers in the state of Michigan. He is not a sob-
sister. He is a deeply’ religious man who comes
closer to living the ideal life than does most of the
men of our acquaintance. His attitude on this sub-

E

, good, bad, unfortunate, and vicious. We won-

As we pondered over this thought our eyes fell

These lines caught our attention:
“—for Jaworski is the confessed killer of 26
men, the leader of one of the most daring
and ruchless pay roll bandit gangs that
ever terrorized the coal district of western

Pennsylvania
This human’ beast killed a patrolman but 2 few

| minutes before he was captured last week.

8 Sreer that is unimproved, with few, if | repeatedly taken human life, sometimes to get money,
it bears a refatively lower asess- and again because he cooly and deliberately hated.
: Adeline Lethermon took the life of her lictle

nig—the baby whose life she gave
|of her own life. She did it after physical and men-
Paul Jaworski killed because he loved

i¢ tal tortyre.
is a vast difference in these two cases. They illus-

ncally warped through the

cruelest of

able,’ seck to unload upon the people at large |
med 3 string of lots on some unim- | !
get a pavement by paying | end of a human reptile. Fear, the only deterrent

would: sell it to' another
nse of the |
every tax- | is not the gospel of love.- It is a terrible duty and

five of | that of protecting the
are op- [ useful, law abiding citizens.
which will |

i ion will | by one beast. The families of twenty-six men robbed
i gham be- |
\

-« Too Many Drownings
persons have dmwud}
ousity..

accidents occurred through
There are so many lakes in this terri- |
¢ the county to furnish Ii{og_u:d;.nrn}m

[ED TO COMBAT lawleis-|

beasts should be able to come and watch.

these animals are capable of experiencing, would
enter their cowardly hearts.
No, this would not make a man of Jaworski. It

|

responsibility imposed upon the commonwealth—
life, liberty and happiness of
Think of it. Twenty-six innocent lives taken
of their fathers, brothers, husbands. Whose welfare
is to be considered in this great land of freedom—
the Jaworski’s or the wives and innocent babies?
When society is afflicted by such human cancers,
| they should be removed the same as a malignant
4 growth from the human body. Hate is not the mo-
Iﬁ(e that prompts the removal—rather it is common
serse and the desire to preserve human life and hap-
i It is love for the good and the innocent
an hate of the vicious and the unclean.
My friend, picture twenty-six corpses lying side
by side, all, the victims of this beast. Some are

swimming is | fathers of families. Some have been' blown to bits
county of | by dynamite.
the swim- | by

ture, if you please, back of these
| twenty-six mangl i

me have had their heads blown open
and lifeless bodies 2 group of

than they | two hundred or mofe mothers, fathers, brothers, sis-
a small thing, mea- | ters, wives, little childgen—relatives who loved them
value of | as dearly as your good wife and your three dear

! lieele children love you Think for a minute, if

will childishly ponder over t!

fate that took “daddy
| away.” Read, if you can wi

t revulsion, the fol-

Y of Philadelphia | lowing N. E. A.' reparts of the activities of this |
WW-:?M:MMP:R:
i such

h“.“l'l::;in advance the macadam road
al which the pay car was to pass was
mined. As it rumbled over the spot, there
was a mighty roar. A half dozen guards
and drivers were blown high into the air.
The big money wagon was split open like
a sardine can.

“From the adjacent underbrush Jawor-
ski and his gang appeared. Money from
the shattered pay car littered the road.
They up the §104,000 and fled.”
And even more brutal:

One of the guards was ordered w0 *

Questioned
mand and a-gun barked twice. - As he lay
squirming in death agony in the glistening

He has |

; | is entitled to the under- |
in the headof one or more |standing sympathy of a commonwealth thraugh the
b py wha, lp:lmn(ly wishing | medium of its courts. Jaworski, the blood>chirsty
¢ their property look more |and avaricious beast, should be put to a horrible
death. * This death should be public. His associate |

Kill, or Not to Kill:
- That is the Question

In which The Birmingbam Eccentric answers the query raised by ‘ ,

The Clinton County Republican-News.
f snow, another bandit walked over, placed 2
shotgun against the prostrate form and
pulled the trigger.
* *That'll finish you,’ he muttered. ‘And
after this you'll learn to do 3s you are

We may be wrong, dead wrong, but we cannot

| removed from the world—for the benefit of law-
abiding people and to show other Jaworski's that we
mean business.

THE STAIRS OF LOVE
By GEORGE R. AVERILL
To kill, or mot to kill; that is the question:
W betber ’tis better for the race of men to

slaughter
In the name of law the ones who slay in
te, ~
An greed, in circumstances oft beyond con-
f trol, or
\_ For mankind, expressing man’s true sight,
. To use the law of LOVE that always con-
quers bate

And brings sweet peace and charity to all.
To kill; or not to kill:
That isthe question.

Somewhere, “somehow, many 'millions of people
have spent part of their eternity upon this earth
planet; from the most primitive of environments,
from the most frugal mental| attainments, man-
kind has emerged throughthe centuries from an un-

his intellectual and spiritual fadulties, he has turned

skies; out there in the space that seems to separate
him from his Creator, he is visioning stairs to build,
stairs that he may use in his climb to the thing he
calls happiness. And these stairs, we believe, are
composed of that rare quality of character which
each of us possesses in some portion, that quality
known as LOVE.

1 do not mean the quality of love that is builded
upon human sex or lust; that quality which, at in-
tervals in human relationship, has sprung hotly from
the breast of boy for girl, of man for woman. Suc
love is merely necessary for the propagation of the
race. What I mean is that quality of LOVE which
includes within itself the ability' and the willingness
to “love thy neighbor as thyself,” "to do unto others
as you would have them do unto you,” to sacrifice
for the sake of truth, to bear burdens willingly, to
exemplify only the positive attributes of character—
indeed, to become as the Christ—in order to pre-
serve the human race!

And mankind, through its savants, its prophets,
its Messiah, and its crusaders that are legion, has set
out to build itself the stairs that will allow it to climb
from the pits of ignorance, superstition, hatred, in-
tolerance, and the host of negative ateributes of char-
acter, t0 a balcony somewhere up nearer the clean

| blue of the skies—to a place where men and women,
boys and girls, may enjoy, upon their earthly journey,
the Kingdom of God. To that Kingdom which “is
| within you.”

Should we love Jaworski?

| Lethermon?

_ Should we hate them because they have killed?
| No?—then we'll have to love them, for the absence
of hatred in 2 man’s heart just nacurally allows it
t0 become filled with LOVE.

Mankind, for nearly two -thousand years, has
been building a set of stairs that will bring him to
| cleaner heights of life and living; each step is com-

Should we love Mrs.

| posed of the wood of man’s love for man, made fast |

upon the supports of man’s ideals with the nails of

| countless sacrifices. And man is slowly, building,

hould be apprised of the last gruesome decails of the\| slowly climbing up these sairs.
For man, created in the image and likeness of 3 |

good God, has been furnished a set of blueprints for
his stairs—a set that is drawn true to the plan of

life, and the blueprint shows that the foundation is |

built upon a rock.

For these stairs of LOVE, untarnished with hu- |

man hate and vengeance, are the only means by
* which man_ will progress toward the goal of his
dreams; and how figting, how fine, that they were
started by One who really knew how to work in
wood, the humble Carpenter of Nazareth.

Yes, unless you would express hate and venge-
ance, you must LOVE Jaworski and Mrs. Lether-
mon—and LOVE, you know, includes within itself,

| wisdom and understanding of things and people—
why, my friend, LOVE means life—and how can
you build the stairs of LOVE if you destroy life by
employing capital punishment?

Should we LOVE Jaworski? Yes.

Should we turn him loose upon a society that

his unbalanced moral nature tells him to kill? No.
For'to kill him would be o follow his example;
it would be to set another example for other unbal-
| anced moral natures to follow—the records of so-
| ciety prove this to be true.
| Then what shall we do for Jaworski, and his
| kind, if we do not take his life by means of capital
punishment, if we do not turn him loose upon so-
ciety?

h T remember how you, as publisher of the Clinton |
far wo | you will, of the tedious years ‘ahead for. this group—  County Republican-News, over a year ago led a |
prevent | especially .the dependent wiyes and the babies who | campaign in your county to raise over a hundred |

thousand dollars for a new hospital; you realized
} your dreams for this hospital, and are now chairman
! of the lay group responsible for its functioning. In
| this hospital you have treated many patients, includ-
| ing yourself, with the fond hope that complete health
might be restored. To you, and to society in general,
hospitals are maintained at heavy costs because in
them you see a vehicle for the elimination of diseased
| bodies, a place where good health may be acquired.
Within your own county there exist conditions
| of want, of poverty, chances to render humanitarian
aid to some one or some group of unfortunate peo-
| Ple. You lose no time in removing your coat,
| rolling wp your sleeves, and providing the things
| that are needed to eliminate a condition of want and
| povérty. You see a person lying by the ide,
| perhaps injured through an accident, and your great
| heart hurries your nimble feet to play the part of a
| friend o’ man. Q
Yet, when there is thruse upon the scene 2 hu-
man being whose mind is so diseased that it cannot
live in harmony with organized society, you would

h!

PR PR Ssr  *

, call for his Efe—in face of the fact that your hospi-
tal, at times, administers aid to some sick
whose moral life may be little better than rctten!

Tell me, my friend, the difference between the |
diseased mind of a person like Jaworski or Mrs. |
Lethermon, both of whom had nothing to do with |
their venture upon this planet, yet whose environ-/
help but feel that such men as Jaworski should be | ments produced their kind of thinking, and the/

body of a person in ill health, perhaps stricken with{
some loathsome and incurable discase. In one cask
the mind was affected, in the other case a body wals
affected.  For the former you would administgr
death as the curative agency, and for the latter ypu
would turn the resources of the world into helpful
agencies for a speedy recovery. You would jbin
your individual forces with the materialistic, ear¢hy
thought processes of the mob and pledge yourgelf
to rehabilitation of the flesh (the acknowledged
mortal part of man) and entirely forget the fim-
mortal phase of life, acknowledged to exist within
the mind, intellect, or soul. And you forget) in
your desire to kill Jaworski and his kind, the| ad-
micted faet that what a person thinks entirely gov-
erns his conduct. f
“Somewhere in the long process that went| into
the making of any and al! criminals something slipped
and disfigured personalities into a sort of moral de-
formity. Physical deformity calls forth our charity.
| Buc the infinite misfortunate of moral deformity
calls forth nothing but hatred and vengeance.”™
That, exactly, is the theme of this editorial feply
to your recent stand on capital punishment s asked
in your question: “Should we love Jaworski?" |The

liefs, and the judgments of the human race. hat

Plant the plan of capital punishment with one that his eyes from the slime to the immortal and eternal | chis old world needs in place of capital punishrent
; is a sort of social mother, a+fecling in the heart and |
mind of people toward its fellow-beings that is kin-
dred to the LOVE of a mother for a wayward child; |

a fecling of LOVE that is as constant in its desire ro
help unfortunate mental and physical conditions as

that exemplified by the wonderful institution af |

human  motherhood—motherhood that  painfully
bears its offspring, tenderly watches baby and youth-
ful footsteps, and ALWAYS extends a helping hand
to faltering or wayward children.

Criminal tendencies in human beings find their
origin ‘and counterparts in the institutions of war
and of capital punishment; today the world hopes
for perpetual peace, for the outlawry of war. It
hopes to settle its international problems of misunder-
standing, its heated industrial and economic competi-
tion, its ancient hates and vengeances, and the mul-
titudinous remaining negative qualities of character
| that result in wholesale bloodshed, through the me-

dium of arbitration.

a majority of mankind, having climbed to 2 higher

| point upon the stairs of LOVE, now evaluates hu-

method of reasoning is applicable to capical punish- |
n

i .
Theologians everywhere admic that God is
LOVE.
me;” “Thou shalt not’ kill." “Love your enemies.
You can’t erect your faith for the progress of so-
ciety upon the opposite of LOVE and get anywhere;
| for ‘the stairs of LOVE that have taken mankind
from the most primitive of animal environment up
to the place that it now occupies in the dreams of
cleaner, bluer skies, is composed of the wood of man’s
LOVE for man, made fast upon the supports of
| man’s ideals with the nails of countless sacrifices.
Yes, we should LOVE Jaworski and Mrs. Lether-
man, and their kind; not with a silly and foolish sen-
| timentality, but with the same wisdom and the ex-
| acting sternness of a fond and wise mother that
I hopes her boy or her girl may become better gs the
years wend on.  We should LOVE them in the sense
that we admit our social responsibility for sheir ex-
| istence; we should LOVE them " with the kind of
LOVE that unceasingly cries out for the preservation
of life—even erring life—that it may be given an
opportunity to become better.
| society by bringing the state to as low a level as the
| violator of its legislative enactments.

You cannot increase the reaches of the stairs of |

LOVE by using the wood of man's hate for man,
made fast upon the flimsy supports of man's baset
emotions with the nails of public executions—or of

! war.

Yes, we should consider Jaworski and Mrs. Leth-
ermon with the same quality of LOVE that was onck
| exemplified on far-off Calvary, when a Man, mis-

understood by the mob, was placed between two

ommon thieves upon a cross, and who, in His last
| moments, declared: "Forgive them Father, for they
know not what they do.”

Can you call forth any character within the
| memory or records of man who has wielded so power-

ful an’influence upon this earth as Jesus Christ; a

Man who, in three short years, changed the blind |

.crafts of human thought toward fairer trade winds,
trade winds of LOVE—trade winds which, when you

\\"‘N
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In other words, the only rea- |
son that we are now trying to outlaw war is because |

N

man life as something worth preserving; the same |
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| trim your sails for their sturdy and

p
 breezes, always carry you safely over the stormy

seas of hate and sorraw.

The best thought of the world today is trying
to bring LOVE into the consciousness of men and
women, boys and girls; it is a tremendous. task,
worthy of the challenge of mankind. It is exempli-
| fied in the activities of good lives and good liviag;

it is synonomous with LIFE—the very preservation
of which is the sole task of the human race!

Yes, my friend, we should LOVE Jaworski, Mrs.
| Lethermon, and their kind—“with a LOVE that is
|leavened with sympathetic understanding, wisdom,
| and the devotion of 2 mother.
| And

| majority of the earth’s people stand is nearer the
| blue sky, nearer to the orderliness and the glory that
| is manifested by the stars, then will the desire to kill
by individuals, states or nations be less pronounced
than it is today.

steps composed of the wood of man’s LOVE for ~

{'man, to make it fast and secure upon the supports of
man’s ideals with the nails of countless sacrifieces—
steps to be placed upon the eternal and limitless stairs

of LOVE that reach to the thing we vision 15 happi- |
[ ness.
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some day, when more steps are added to
| the stairs of LOVE, and the balcony upon which 3 |
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