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On Bccommg A Cnty

In fairness to the many citizens of Birmingham |
who, in spite of what seems a negative report on
the subject_of changing Birmingham from village
to city form of government, believe that such a
change yould Fésult in material benefits to this com-
munity, The Eccentric herewith presents a brief
summary of certain definite advantages accruing to

will be able to vote next Monday.

wishes it distinctly understood that it is supporting
such a change merely on the basis of material ad-
Vantages; it agrees with all ciuzens who hold the

ling to Tdmic—from the standpoint of appealing t
people who live in large ciris, and who may
to
quaifit’ vxﬁ’ag: are more pastoral than with a city.
The name “village” has 2 sort of-heart appeal within
its letters; the name “city” sounds harsh, liked paved
streets, bustling activity, and clanging street cars.
Yet, in all fairness, wé submit that Birmingham,
though it may be known to the world s a village,jis

exist in the smaller cities.
Birmingham, the village, is the thing that has brought
so.many citizens out bere, and with them the prob-
lems of a city—for, you will admit, villages, when
they grow, advance into the realm of the city.

Why are cities so shunned?
name of “city’
paved streets, buscling activity, and clanging strcey
cars?  The answer is casy: it is because of the
things within them, the people, the industry, the
prosaic activity of people going about their bsi-
ness.

Birmingham, we are fond to believe, is mide up
of citizens who hold that the development of Komes,
the progress of education and religion, the Advance-
ment of proper social relationship, the retention of
the spirit of ncibhborlincss,‘Birming}um; as a wvil-
lage, is what it is because of the thoughts and ideals |
of its residents.
eye, Birmingham should cast off its village govern-

_city, would such a change of clothing result in a
complete change of the thoughts and ideals of its
citizens?  Of course, it_would not. Whether it re-
mains a village or becomes a city, Birmingham will
alu,a)x be Birmingham—free from industry, build-
ing good schools, fine churches, and developing the
intimacy that abounds in a closely knit community
of -ideals.

Birmingham—whether a village or a city—will
always hold within its-hands the destiny of its muni-
cipal affairs;_its officials will always be held liable; to
the electors for their public acts.  And Birmingham
can be just as splendid a community as a city as it
bas under the village form of government—and save
a great deal of unnecessary taxation in the process!

And now for some of the actual advantages of
the city form of government over the present village
form,

(1) By becoming a city Birmingham would
have at least four supervisors to represent it on the
County Board. As a village, we have but one, who
represents the entire township. Certainly four su-
pervisors from’ Birmingham and one from the town-
ship at large would give Bloomfield Township and
Birmingham city a better thance for lower taxation
apportioment than with but one supervisor.

(2) By becoming a city Birmingham would
immediately divorce itself from the Bloomfield
township government, and save the expense of con-
tributing toward a township government that exists
solely for territory outside of Birmingham. This
year Birmingham paid $64,000.00 toward township
kovernment; as long as we remain a village this
amount will increase greatly as the outside township
develops.

(3) By becoming a city Birmingham would di-
vorge itself from all governmental connections with
the outside township, .and would thus ‘svoid any
further  political  misunderstanding.
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the city form of government, and upon which you |

In presenting this information, The Eccentric |

village” dear to their hears. and is quite wil- |
|

Bi hat the i i al

confronted with many of the identical problems thas |
The very quality about |

Why does the very |
sort of conjure up harshness, like |

Suppose, in the twinkling of an |

mental attire and step forth in the raiment of a|

port of the recent city-village committce. The re
port secks to place a legal interpretation on the pro-
visions of this code, and those who made up this
portion of the report (when any question arose over
certain portions of the code) leaned toward the vil-
lage form of government as the side of safety. Such
interpretations, as contained in the report, qualify
themselves with the words “might zesult”; you will
note that the epore in this respect does not say
“shall result” or “will result”. A good deal of de-
"bate took ,»lm within the committee on this ques-
certain of the members, believing that
“shall result” was the proper verbal phrase
to use. Other members of the committee, not con-
"vinced that this was the meaning of the school code,
lobjected, with the result that “might” ‘was used in- |
stead of “shall” or “will."
| The new school code is admittedly without a
|clear meaning in certain parts; but officials every-
where. throughout Michigan are agreed that, when
the next Legislature meets, the real intent of the code
| will be supplied; and remember, too, that this real in-
[tent ‘will not_ harmfully affect Birmingham should
it change w0 a city. Tn the meantime, Birming- |
[ham will remain a graded school district, and, ac-
cording 1o local school officials, will fiot change to |

tion,

he [ district of the third class unul 1930.

In the meantime, it is well to remember that the
| alleged danger 10 a school district, which is claimed
by opponents of the city plin are contained within
the Achool code, arc applicable to a district whether
it be a village or a city. So, it is casily seen, the fear
on this score is not in the city form of governmment
itself, but rather in conditions that may arise when
|2 districe changes from graded to third class.
| Sooner or latgr Birmingham citizens will realize,
1if they doinot now realize, that their village will be
! much’ betger off materially as a city than as a vil-

lage.

taxpayers of this community. 1f there be any im-
| mediate penalties attending the change to a'city,
they will be more than offset by the immediate ad-
| vantages that will be derived, advaritages which aré
Inot at all possible under the present village form of
' government. .

In conclusion. The Fecentric. as parc of its duty.
as provided information on the advantages of the

informed. Whether or mot the city plan carrics next
Monday is beside the question; that is for the voters
| to determine.

The thing to remember, however, in casting your

| vote, is this: Birmingham is composed of and devel-
{oped by the citizens who live within its boundarics,
who degide its manner of growth and. development.
As a.city the thoughts and ideals of our people will
remain. the same as when they are a village. The
form of government under which you'live, cither as
| 1 village or a city, is like the clothes you.may wear;

:q/paraphrase the immortal Bobby Burns, we declare |

chat Birmingham, whether it be a village or a city,

V/may be a real residential community for a* that.

B They Deserve Re-election

"The following appraisal of the work of the four
Commissioners who are up for re-clection to the
| Commission at the coming election was made for
| The Eccentric by one of Birmingham's citizens who
has had occasion to observe the work of the Com-
| missioners in_question, and who also has followed
closely the work of the village during the past year.
I do not know when I have scen a man who
| has added the zest to the business of running
the city governméne Mr. H. T. Ellerby has.
| He appears to enjoy it and no part of the village
business has failed to engage his full interest.
He- throws his full chergy, enthusiasm, and
business ability into the job and -readily grasps
the essentials in every program to be under-
taken. The commission mectings are ~con-
ducted in a business-like way, and no citizen
of Birmingham need be at all ashamed of his
appearance as 1 representative of the village
under any circumstances.

"I don’t believe there is any harder working
commissioner on the board than Scote Hersey. ®
He has’no political ambition, but, like his own
business, he does apparently have an ambition to
do well whatever he tackles. There is no strain-
ing after publicity in the way he tackles the
village's problems and I rather fancy that he
has given more practical constructive sugges-
tons on village developmeng and administra-
tion than any other man on the

will |

In our estimation, the sooner this change is |

made the better off will be the pocketbooks of the |
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Income Property/

We are offering a few wgll chosen Pontiac
business properties which ~hx\\\ gratifying
income returns.

Colgrove,Buck & ‘l‘illotson

FIRST STATE BANK BLUG. \

A Brooks Memorial -

The Eccentric is pleased to pass on and offer
encouragement to a suggestion made by the Rev.
Henry S. Evans, pastor of the United Presbyterian
Church, that a bronze tablec be Laid in the Baldwin
High School as a tribute to the memory of Harry |
Brooks, who was graduated from the school.

The Rev. Evans suggests that the tablet be ob-
cained through popular subscriptions from the friends
of the late aviator and believes the work could best
be done under the auspices of the Birmingham
schools.

Certainly it would be a splendid thing if the
people of the village were to show their appreciation
of the works of Harry Brooks in this appropriate
manner.  The tablet would also serve as a symbol
of the voung man’s accomplishments so that the
| youth of the village would be reminded constantly
of the greatness attained in a few short years by one
lof their number who has gone before them.

Young Brooks was as splendid an exaniple of
| American manhood as there is today in the country.
[ His personal life was beyond reproach and he dedi-
cated it 1o a cause.

We people of today have not yet had the op-
portunity of realizing the possibilities of aviation,
hence, although we know the accomplishments of
!this young man were great, we fail to understand
{what his work will mean to prosperity

Whatever the possibilities, the accomplishments
of Harry Brooks will reflect credit on this village.
| Do you agree with us that we should pay him |
this tribute? |

Voluntary Public Service \

Action of the villige commission last week in
denying to any member of the recent

“The atmosphere -of our commission room
has changed since we have had a woman on the’
commission.  Mrs. Halgren isn’t interested in
politics. It is obvious ‘that she feels that she
represents the feminine element of the village
of Birmingham and it has been our impression
that she does it very well.  The citizens of Bir-
mingham. can be surc that' with her on the
commission, questions of public héalch, public
welfare, public protection, city beautification
and recreation are going to have intelligent
consndcnuon

As long as men like Lee White serve on the
Village Commission there is very litcle to be
apprehensive about. Mr. White brings a well
trained and well stocked mind to the task of
helping direct the affairs of municipal govern-
ment. He is“absolutely fearless in his approach
to quemom, thoroughly logical, and ic would
be

citizens could live in a condition of political friendli-
ness with the remainder of Bloomfield township, just
as Birmingham now lives in a condition of social and
busiriess friendliness with the outside territory.
Birmingham could attend to its own affairs with.
Birmingham citizens, and the outside township could
lan |and pay for its own improvements. Birming-

am (would have but one assessment roll for taxation, |

and ¢ne registration roll for voting purposes.
(4) By becoming a city Birmingham would |
< obtain a new charter; all who are acquainted with
. the problcnu of this community and know the con-
tenty and provisions of the present village charter,
will agree that this charter, adopted in 1917, eleven
years ago, is no longer-suited to cope with the pre-

ble to conceive of his being
on the reactionary side of any program.
“When citizens like these are willing to give
50 great an amount of their time to village af-
_fairs can any voter fail to be interested in vot-
—ing once a year?” |
The observer of the Commission shows himself
in the above summary to be of keen insight.
We agree with him that the four candidates are
highly deserving of . re-clection and feel proud for

plified in these four, are candidates for re-clection.

‘The record of the Commission is beyond reproach
and the work  these members have accomplished is
commendable. But the work, now under way, is not
yet completed and the additional term is a necessity |

Birmingham that citizens of the high calibre, exem- |

city-village committee for services performed un-
|doubtedly meets with the approval of Birmingham
| citizens.  Not that the saving of $250.00 is going
to lighten the treasury to any great extent, but
rather to keep the spirit of citizen assistance of this
community in the amateur class, with the resule that |
every voter may feel a little closer to his or her gov-
ernmental problems.

Birmingham, growing ‘rapidly as it has for the
| past five years, is going to be confronted for many
|years with municipal problems, many of which will |
require the whole-hearted assistance of an unpur- |
| chaseable clectorate.  True, there may be times |
| when the services of a local citizen may be used and |
| paid for, but such payment for services should be |
distinctly mentioned before such employment is en- |
| gaged. |

Members of the recent city-village committee |
who put in many hours of their time investigating |
I various phases of the problem, exemplified a fine
spirit of civic service to this community, and their |
personal reward lies in the fact thac they did take |
Ithe time to do something for the town which they
call “home.”

“The village commission deserves the public’s sup- |
port in their unwillingness to establish a precedent |
| when they refused to put a price on voluntary public ‘}
service.

“ather and Son
ng the recent |
week of observance; emphasis placed upon the real
relationship of fathers and sons is never out of order,
and certainly works to mutual splendor between the
affected parties.- Nearly all boys are hero worship-

sent Bm-mglmn. As 3 village, the best we can hope | for therh to complete tasks started but not finished | pers, and the fact that they often go outside of their

for is a piece-meal revision of the charter.
andidates to be voted on for the charter commission |

xt Monday are representitive of the best thought |ized themselves wuh the affairs of the vnllage
m, and' would be able to produce a new |have shown th 11 and ly

in

The\bccausc of a lack of time.

These, members of the commission have familiar- |
They |

, at would fig' Birmingham's present and |capable of coping with the problems of Birming- |

uirements.
. ). Pmper interpretation of the new state
.u:hml code ha:

s played a prominent part in lhc n-‘

{ham. We, therefore, feel that the village will be |
fortunate to have them serve in their official capapq
for another two years.

own homes for_a masculine idol is entirely the fault
of the dads, M;kmg real men of boys will make
it unnecessary for those boys to be made into real |
|men when they attain the maturity of manhood.

Possibly we might have more great men in futuu
1if someone would build log cabins for thcm to be

o born in.

| Pharisces.

“Woe'Unto Ye . . .!

from Time, a weekly magazine '
that always tells much in few words about many
things that are happening in this world. It refers
to a premium offér by another magazine, in which
the substance of absolute Christianity is closely con-
nected with the modern cash register. It is worth
reading, and thinking about. It has much to do with
the’ perspective which the world in general places
upon the part that Christianity: may play in their
lives.  Here it i

The Review of Reviews craves subscribers.  Like
nearly all non-fiction magazines, it lures them with
rich promises of premium—i.c., something presum- /
more attractive than the magazine icself,
Through the mails citizens are re the latest
lure.

Here is an article

The premiums offercd with 18 months” subscrip-
tion to the Review are copies of Bruce Barton's
““The Man Nobody Knows” and “The Book Nebody
Knows." The Man is Jesus Christ; the Bock'is the
Bible.

In advertising these books the premium circular
preaches: |
* Jesus I 2 killjoy?
lar dinner guest in Jerusalem.

He was the most popu-

The F inanciné of Building-
Your Home

$ a simplified arrangement-with an organiza-
tion that maintains its own Financing De-
partment. !

This department will be glad to assist you' in
the one problem [that may be your hesitadon
in building and owning your Own Home. |

One of our salesmen would be glad to
call and give you further information

FRANK, COUZENS
INCORPORVATED
BUILDERS of CHARACTER. HOMES

OIRMINGHAM

108 N. Bates PrioNe 1730 - 1731

A failute? 'He picked up twelve “men and
forged them into an organization that conquered
the world.

“Every business man will read it/and send it to
his partners and salesmen, for it will be the story of
the mumlcr of modern business.

“Jesus was a real executive
tising man.  The
ments of all time.

Scattered between these curious descriptives of
the founder of Christianity arg paragraphs extolling
the benefits of a subscription to The Review of Re-
views.

In a letter accompanyigly the circular was the
following paragraph: “* 7 * Barton's two books
interest and aid the rich and powerful; they help any
cub salesman to get ordefs for shoes polish—and to
work on principles that dead him toward riches and
power. .

Commented

a great adver-
ables are the’ greatest advertise-

b,

The Nation, intellectual weekly:

Road Gravel

Property Improvements

GEORGE W. SMITH CO.

BIRMINGHAM 1370 i

“Riches and power—fand orders for shoe polish. ———

There was once a mag who talked differently. ‘Bless-
k. hé said. ‘Why take ye thought
for rainment' "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.’
“Go and sell all that thou hast and give to the poor.
Verily 1 say untg’you that a rich man shall lmdly
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.’
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich man to enter inco the Kingdom of God." And
in one terrrible pissage:

ed are the meel

The Village Clerkship

Hazel Lawler has been a_good clerk for the vil-
| lage of Birmingham for the past seven years. We

| doubt if! there is anyone in this town that knows

more about the affairs of village routine than does
Mrs. Lawler. She is a candidate for re-election next
Monday.  Opposing her is Mrs. Mrytl
very capable woman how employed in the business
office of the local telephone company. From the
standpoint of pure good business, Mrs. Lawler ought
10 be re-clected; if Mrs. Carson wins out at the bal-
lot box, it will take several years, at least, for her to
be cqual to Mrs. Lawler in plain village efficiency.
To put it bricfly,

Mrs. Carson “will certainly make ﬁ

godd clerk. So take your choige of two capable wo-
,men. '

Those new prohibition agents® finger-prints may Allen Englneer g CO,
indicate whether bootleggers” money is likely to stick | Encineraiya axo Suaveriye of Any |

to their fingers. |

Wonder why General Motors doesnt firc a
gnymm to make up some Chevrolet jokes.

Dr. G. R. Norton

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN

‘It is easier for a | yyoups, 1014,
BIRMINGHAM, MICH.

"Woe unto ye, scribes and Residence 804.R

McAlpme Starr, Inc.

Engineers - Surveyors

508 South Woodward /
BIRMINGHAM, MICH.

e Carson, 3 Farm Surveys
'Clare H. Ogd(:n,
Attorney-at-Law /

# good village clerk, while Mrs. Lawler now is a'Syite 4, First Narional Bank/Bldg.
Phone Bm'nmgham 1055

“Rush” Farm Syrveys

DIRECTORY

COMI’ENSA'I"[ON
B

1347 West Maple

1-5; and by appointment

PHONES: AND

Office 1690

LEVINSON BLDG.
Phone 143-W
(Registered)

Phone Birmingbam 805

Pontiac-
/ Phone Pontiac 3147
HOURS 9-1

Municipal Engincering
Lot Surveys

Subdivision Layout

“Accurate Work | /
At Ressonsble Charge"

Phyilcian & Surgeon
Sunl §5-8—O'Near Broe.
2 5. Wooowaxp AVENUE

© § p. m. Mon, .
 Telephone 137 nm /

103 N. Saginaw St.,
Municipal Enginecring

Descairtion

TOPOGRAPHICAL AND
o Specialt Ofice: Room 10 -
Telephone 1)5-M, ' Res. phone 2805 —

Maunce E. Baldwin

RGLARY .
. 5 © AUTOMOBILE
INSURANCE

BONDS

Oakland Realty Co.
T./D. Lynch - Manager

Dr. Mabel Campbell

/ OSTIDPATHIC PHYSICIAN
/ )IZ Ficst National Bank Building
/ .

1-5; and by lppom(mu\(

Dr. D. L. Stilwell

/

Hours: zp m, to 4 p. m.dﬂ.7pm-
Wed.

Ji

ice phone 2813




