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ECCENTRIC—THURSDAY, A

: Cofnerstonc Layxhg

Next Saturday afterngon,) Apnl 21, «umonm
attendant upon the laying of the cornérstone of Bir-
| mingham's splendid new municipal hulldmg will be
Editor and Publisher | h€1d: ~Fitting exercises, in keeping with the occasion,
Nanacing. Editor | willsbe of interest to_every local citizen.

Village officials have given 2 great deal of time
to the planning of the new municipal building, and\
it'is their hope that a largé gathering of interested
villagers will be in au:ndamdSnurd.w afternoon at
2:30 0 LIM

It Would Sky rocket Taxes

BHKM!NGW ECCE_NTRIC

(Founded in 1578)

Mlhhnl every Thunday at Birminghsm, Michigan, in Th
‘) Edeeatiic Building, 126-128 North Woodward Aven
- Telephones 11 and 12.
GEORGE RODGERS AVERILL - -
RAYMOND GIRARDIN - "~ . -
PAUL NEAL AVERILL - - - Advertiing Manager
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Citizens of Birmingham \»lm are interested in
- — keeping their tax rate down ought to-feel grateful
The Eccentric is a member 0/ National Editorial to the villige commission for its refusal, last week,
Associatin; Michigan Press Asséciation; Ouakland o lend support to thé foolish scheme of making it
County Weekly Press Association; and University necessary for the village ac large to pay 75 per cent
Prest Club. of the cost of strect improvement work.  As you
know, there is 2 move on foot in Birmingham, in the
shiape of a charter amendment, which would change
the village's proportion of Street costs from a-mini-
Lovents MUM of one-sixth to 7§ _per, cent.
by persona not Ac firsc glance, this notion may seem a good
o Wednesdavs. The right is onc to people who are now living on lan ummprmcd
D e sueh superiieal ehamees T e oer, they may think that they will|save money by
T n;-dhn--,‘;r;_x‘;n having the village pay nearly all thi Cost of 2
: mprovement. ctually, howeser, spch a syving is
as remote as obtaining 1 residence on \l)n moon—tfor
whatever is paid for by the village at lprge is taken
— from the pockets of the taxpiying pu\j
Blrm:m,lum s Village Planning Commission, an 1f.the village were to pay 75 per cent of the cost
institutipn crchted theee years ago; and one which of all strect improvements, everybody would yell for
has. done much for the ‘village, resigned last week. paving—with the result that the Birmingham tix
The chicf n‘J;'Qn ven for such action was that the rate would be so high that you would need an air-
village commission recently refused to engage a city plane to escape the upper part of the figures against
planing expert,ag a cost of $5,000, to make a study YouF property.
of Birmingham pver the period of a year. L Lets
It is regrectable that Birningham coday is with- paid for by the people who want them and who are
out the friendly help of a Planning Commission. Of benefitted dircetly
such a body is ‘without any official status in .
X of the village, but it has done a greit’ deal HISTORIANS WILL probably record the fact
“in aiding toward the proper development of certain that Harry Ford Sinclair possessed the oiliest smile
civic affairs here. that ever spread over the countenance of an indivi-
- The entire Planning Commission favored hiring dual. It appears, though, that anc of his oil cans
a city planner, as did commissioners Hersey, Ha]grcn. sprung a leak as it madega “fall” earthward, and
and White. President Ellérby and commissioners greased the pathway of thfperson about uhqm has
Hulbert, Henry, and McBride opposed such action, been said “long trials do ndt a prison mak
resulting in the defeat of the recommendation. i
In. the interests of the continued proper develop- ,  AS ¥OU WORK OUT in your garden this year,
fent of Birmingham, it is the hope of local citizens just belicve that you are assisting-God to "keep and
that the village commissicn do all in irs power to dress” this very wonderf6l carth.  There is an
ameliorate the situation, cither seeking the restora- abundance of fine satisfaction in helping to develop
* . tion of the recent Planming Commission to a working the life contained within 4 dime’s worth of garden
st or appointing one to take i sced.
cod gavernment, sympathetic understanding of
the labors of duly elected public officials in carrying
oug their own plans for community betterment, cach star, or planet, said to
needs the cooperation of a group of such men as may own large sun.  Fhe news dispatch about this
“be found upon a Planning, Gommission. comes from Chicago; we'd believe it better if it
—_ . came from Hollywood—where more so-called con-
SAPP, PRESIDENT of Rmm In-' stellations of stars have beén charted than Chicago
ternational, believes that men fight only because they ever found in all its hog pens.
are. very selfish: . He thinks ‘that men ought to be -
lesy selfish, and mor¢ undetstanding of one anothet’s bk)\lF PEOPLE WHO FEEL SORRY for men
problems.  Sclfishness, as far as the reiction of the and women who are kepe within prisons might do
world is concerned, does more” harm during so- well to turn their pity toward themselves. There
called times of peace than during time of war. To aré, in this life, many things worse than a prison of
losé onc’s self in efforts for others automatically eli- stone and steel; some of them are greed, envy, hate,
- minates selfishness; when enough people serve others resentment, anger, fear—and a. host of other mental
o make .war xmposublc then we'll have no war. mndmons (hu imprison the one who thinks them.
Specd the day! .
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ASTRONOMERS ARE LOOKING for a new

be within the custody of our
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= 100,000 PENNSYLVANIA miners are ready to
BlR\lL HAM AND NEARBY people are now strike in the coal minés of that state. bumuhnu,

ina position to make hundreds of loyal friends for must be wrong with an industry when so many men

| the-coming summer. By placing an. assortment of find an excuse to pit themselves against financial in-
! bird houses at various places on your property, you ferests that control the coal fields. And when so

may win dozens of feathered friends o' the air as many men are ready to strike (which means that|

théy wend their ways from the sunny south. Who  they are ready ¢
is going to make the greatest number of bird friends for a country.
= lh?s year?

fight, if necessary) it is not good

> exploded the other
he stepped from a warm room into the
f doors, resulting in serious injuries. Qu:

\
MICHIGAN HAS THE LONGEST cosst line of - day Wwhen
any state in‘the Union. Yet, with so much fresh cold oug,

seeeams, it is always a puzzle to the stranger why self-locking false teeth for individuals who talk too
triicks are so liberally used to transport liquids in | much?

Mickign. | One would matualy cxpce the trns _— .
partation of liquids upon land to be confined within ichioan’
gipe lines. Some day, somebody will nyenc 3 truck | Michigan’s Lament -

that doesn'c lesk. Jons C. Wricnr in the Michigan Tradesman
They've squandered my maples and birches,
They've stolen my hemlock and pine;
In unrestrained measuse
They've gathered my treasure
To build up their cities so fine. \

U LIFE ON EARTH, VIEWED frofn the realm of
pufe materialism, is filled with tragedy. People cat
and are filled; they stay away from food and get
hupgry. Right now five million Chinese are starving |
to death begause they ate suffering the consequences |
ofcivil war. The earth upon which they live will |
grow an abundance of food if they would only layl
down the sword and take up the plow. You can't

 sow hate and agricultural products at the same time,
can you?

They've scoured my borgers for plunder—|
For balsam, for cedar, for spruce; N
_ They've piled.in their alleys
" The pride of my valkeys,
~With only a vandal’s excuse. v

_—
Nutrition Class in Spring
l ﬁmo write a poem of the springtime.
_ 'The birds are singing gayly ac my door.
1 Jong to go a strolling in the woodland
~ And pdwr violets farevermore.
1

Thay've ravished my elms and my alders,

Their skids with my timbers still ;,m\n:\

They pluck for their pitlows
My Buds and my \uHav\s—
My largess they pay with a stone.

Iwant to pen 2 witty lilting ballad,
A sonnet and a tridlet or two,
Bngnl must_balance vitamins and proteins
ﬂu y muffins and a peppy stew.
-

1 yish l had a bo#bf'cherry choc’lates, |
. e of lemon pic or maple cake,
- cell Iose is what I need and minerals. C|
f such as thesg T freely mt partake.,

I haven't the need of a pou,
I can fling my own song to the breeze;

| I can tell my own uur)

| In epics-of glory

| Bu how can I sing—without Treés? .

They've givenime dc)ol}l: reaches |
In liew of my\orests of oak; 3
By rail and by water
They've wroughe the same slaughter— -
My woodlinds thby've turned to-a joke.

lih to read my new continued story.
came in the mail today,

Bup I'must’ study fats and carbohydrates
E And'lean to we thim in the proper way. | My tamaracks, ash and:rly poplacs, N
| My ironwood, tough as a nail—
\ Jgh to be out spading in the garden By every enclosure
housecleaning is calling me in vain. | The hazel aad osier -
 kiddies need new clothes. 1 should be sewing,|  Re-echo their pitiful cale, B
I must count these calories again. n

I was proud of iy virginal forests,
As a maidej-is proud |of her hair;
From cyttihg and bebbing
nmeJ into vobbing—
DTnudms my land wun'k fair. N

Imsndm;mytallm:kemms
I've actes of soil that wlll pkak, %
It isn't a poec 'i
L need, and you kmwn—-‘

The thing dunl need is My Trees: "L

improvements, but Iog’s have them )

&
er
" water in the Great Lakes, and in our inland lakes and ' things Nappen in this world; when will dentists devise | ..
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the only professional person who
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lnm The world needs young men
in the teaching profeSsion. 1
though the financial rewards may
not he as alluring as in other lines
of endeavor, yet ere -are rich
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