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FRANKLIN PASTOR
REMAINS DEFIANT

IN MOVIE FIGHT

Church Board To Decide i

Fate Of Preacher Who
Used Hammer

COMMUNITY 15 DIVIDED

By RAYMOND GIRARDIN

A 26-ycar-old preacher, blond,
clear of and  determined
that so long as he is pastor of \)u
Methodist Church at *Franklin
there will be no motion pictures
associated with the church
ny membe
of which feel the young man is
insisting too strpngly upon his
point of view

A church rm.nrd which will meet
late this week to consider the im-
pulsive act of the young preacher.

This is the sityation at Frank-|
lin today following the arrest of
the Rev. leo Hooper, pastor of.
the Methodist Church, who, dur-
ing the showing of a motion pi
ture Friday night in the Com-
munity House, smashed -with a
mer the two machines used
the showing.

Near Riot Results
hundred and ve
attending \hc perf.
h hich was  held to rais
money to equip the baseball team.
were thrown into n riot when
the hammer crashed against the
lense and ~ the film sudden
ceased. The -Rev. Hooper
réscued from the rnuLh hamh uf
members of the. st
by J. Burt Wood, momlwr n( xhn
church bpard, superiritendent of
the Sunday School, manager of
the young men’s activities and the
man who was in charge of the
showing of the film.

Franklin continues to talk of
the incident today while it awaits|
the action of tho churchr board |
and the cxamination of the pastor
in Justice Court, Pontiac, next
Wednesday on a charge of mali-
cious destruction of property.

And whll‘, Franklin talks, as it
works and waits, the Rev. Hooper
continues planning his sermons
and outlining campaigns against |
motion pictures which will be even
more vigorous than the:campaign
We_has conducted in the past

Many things have entered into
bis lifé since Friday night. He
was confined in jail until Sat-
urday morning at Pontiac. He
has met the slurs of many former
friends at Franklin.  And Sun-

enty-five
rm-

iday he had the dishcarlt-mng ex-

erience of seein;
Ela pulpit to talk at the special
children’s service, about 50 of
the 100 persond in the church
walk out. N

ut another side to the story.

People-of Franklin, members of
the church, resent the action of
the Rev. Hooper in breaking the
machine. He could have taken
bther methods, they say. They
are_not in sympathy with
they call his inflicting his opi

a

nions - upon  them “wit am-
mer.
/ Explains Hammer

Today, fnl’ the first time, the
Rev. Hooper has something to s
about the hammer incident. Se
ed in his home at Franklin
modest home, the kind one woyld
expect to see as the residence of
a preacher who, in the six years
he has spoken the gospel,  has
visited ny places—and holding
Douglas, his one and one-| -haif |
year old son, on his lap, the Rev,
Hooper, as
erred many times to his wife for
ification.
eports that I purposely car-
ried the hammer to the Commun-
ity House to destroy the ma-
chines uN Lll-n " he said. - “I had
been fixing & tire on my automo-
bile und ~|l|lpu| the hammer in-
to my pocket. I forgot I had it
until I sat down when the enter-
tainment began and felt it hit th,
chair.

“The vaudeville that preceded’
tho motion pictures was beyond
reproach.  But when a part of
the picture showedsa man having |
the leg of his trousers torn off
and when I saw'a woman in the
andience laughing it was more

an [ could stand. I acted up-
on an impulse and smashed thN
eamera. was the only thing [
could do.”

The picture being shown was
“Let It Rain” featuring Douglas
MacLean.

“This same woman who Alnl
the laughing had objected at Ea
ter time when an evangelist m
our church used words in a ~l'r
mon which she said we, people
l-drlnklm never used,” he (lulnr

a

Attitude on Movi !
Then the Rev. Hooper ¢ xplain:
ed his attitude on movies and the

have no place in the !’
church or in connection with the
church,” he said vehemently, “If
lhe pictures are clean the. merely
¢ to entice those who'
Ul\-m to cities where there are
movies which are not clean and
eventually they demoralize.’”

He said also that money spent
for admission to pictures, clean
pictures—he carefully drew a line
of distinction when he referred to
motion pictures —went to support
shows which, he said, are not
clean,

The sermon he has been wark-
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‘Edgar A. Guest,  Detroit
Poet, Will Speak At
elebrations
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