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M.Mo”uldnullw
of the kind of knowledge that

d that most newspapers reflect |
the lives q! th.k lmlmcl, of the people who go
ta make up “the eonuuun(ty n which a newspaper
| circulates. is is majorly true, and, because of
Po inceasing variation of human activities, we see
hy newspapers seldom present the same general
contents each week ‘or each-day fh uninterrupted
| succession. It is a. burried and hurrying world of
| people and things in\which we live; dfter a hard |
| day’s work, -few people are- willing to give of their
| time to a pedsgnal gathering of the knowledge of
!'routine affairs\of government, and this affords an
| excellent opportunity for the conscientous news-
to fulfill his editorial migsion to his com-

During. the absence from Birmingham for
six ‘wecks of George.R. Averill, publisher of The
Eccentrie, the edllunl are being written by Ray-

! spond Girardin, managing editor.

\uly

Lo EDITORIAL IDI-'.AI,S
The lolf.-.-. is thy paper ad by
ublisher Eccputric, -8l
s ronce ke R A
r -ltuu and lishers frogt all
i Pt
wn 9 'T.‘h':"..." which emtric -
nnudn (R l'.l |
I"uuuw the duties of an editor of a publu:u-
/(mn involve all those lhlnx! which deal with the
pr ion of the. of a g

ny subject treats on al} those things which a news-
paper publishes, including, briefly, the realm of
paid advertising. And this, in these strenuous days
of feature, fact, and fancy, covers a multitude of
territory N
Let,me say at the outset that I believe it the
rigm(:ﬂ inheritance of a ‘newspaper not merely
s the necessity to gather and present truthfylly
ALL_the happenings of a community; I think, as
wcﬂ that it lies within the province of a news-
Paper td use all the means that it has at its dis-
posal to set forth in prifted word the things that
#ssist in making life a peaceful, happy, and progres-
1 wive world for the men and women, boys and girls,
| Phat constitute the human entitysknown as society.

alphabet of its country’s language, is derelict in its

Qyty if it passes up the opportunity to fill its’ pages

with not only the-routine news«of its local life,

liut that it is also a_distinct duty \ipon the editor of

EAL newspaper - to make editorial comment .upon

ose happenings, with the view to uplifting its
feaders, enlightening its pcnple, and quieting its
" erroneous citizens.

_Every week [ redeive, through the mails, dbout
irty weekly newspapers published in Michigan.
hey are; I believe, representative of some of-the
Best published in this state. Some of them I pass
on. to our advertising department for copy sug-
Qejtions; some to the managing editor for a simi
mj reason; oply a pitiful few of' them c#ntain edi

forial comment and opinion, and these I am fgnd:of.
fhy? Well, because. in editorial comment and |
editorial opi ion chiefly do I find the only apen
ghannel to m)on a common ground with that
newspapet’s 4 publisher.
4/  What I'find in his editorial column pmvu_zo
md what he is thinking about; in this column he re-
¥els his secret thoughts, his sacred longings and
yearnings, his reasons why a certain thing is good
ar bad, his real allegiance to the cause of those
things of the world ‘that qouch our lives on the
side of virtue and constructive progress.
7| Ever 'since mankind first conceivéd a flickering
- Kfowledge that he could ot live unto himself
alone; when he found it necessary to prove some
angibility with his fellow-man; when he found it
od and proper to set up a philosophy.that proves
|teason for life and living, as well as a logical
alibi for a so-called physical death,—ever since these |
Hizst gropings.through intellectual darkness into a

. spiiritual n;m ot @od mzure. man has found

! E believe that-a newspaper, using ds it does the -

murity
| -1 know that, in perhaps a majority of weekly
newspaper offices throughoat the land, the publisher |
is more of a printer than he is a journalist; that
| he rembins more the printer is his own fault and, if
he would but admit it, the lack of his developing
modern journalistic fendencies is not only stifling

orge, B A Amm.' his own character developmant as well as that of

| his community, but is dctually preventing an in-
crease in his publishing profits. To make such a
neegssary trangformation in one’s attitude toward
newspaper ‘making requires that one plan-for his
| own character development—that is to say, for the|
printer-publisher to plan- for his intellectual and|
spiritual growth through study and observation,
| which cannot help but be reflected in his news-
paper columns. ‘

It is foolish for any publisher to say that he
or she’cannot write editotials; of course, the degree
of editorial efficiency is a matter of personal talent
gnd personal development, but practice, backed by
a firm resol¥e to continde such wntmg, will make
for remarkable’ progress.

Where shall you look for subject matter for the
creation and maintenance of an editorial column?
| The answer is'easy: chiefly in the columns of your

own newspaper for- local matter, assisted by the
usual recollection of every wbservation you natur-
ally make in your community, and in other news-
papers or periodicals fur more general topics.

Yéu publish the story of the hirth of a child;
does this' mean anything to its parents? and. are
there not many parénts in your community whom
you could reach by some sympathetié comment re-
garding the-event? Somebbdy dies in your la\\n.
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no matter who he is, the deceased
means something zood to ‘someone; and, since all *
of .us come to the same fate, what is there in this
for comment? Men and women, boys and girls, in
your own community. are. doing fine things every
day for the good of your town;,do you know .of
their pctivities, and are you apt tp commend them
for their efforts?- Others: are dbing things that
hurt the interests of your town; have you anything
to say in -defense of the general public? Then,
too, since we live under a representative form of
| government, doesn’t the¢ realm of politics and
government offer much for the editorial column?
It makes no difference whether your town is
miles from another, or that you may be situated on
the outskirts of a huge metropolis, there is always
material at hand for a personal editorial column.
| I've been about our own State of Michigan a bit,
and I've talked with newspaper publishers in their
own offices.  What they have to say about their own
communities, its people and natural advantages is
splendid; yet I seldom see it reflected in their
newspaper columns. There isn’t a publisher in the
! world who cannot make editorial copy of the things
that he casually mentions in his own family circle,
in his own office, ar on the streets of his town. Most
of the things that he thinks and says are so fami-
| liar.to himself that he considers them foolish to set
into type—and thus he seems entirely oblivious to |
the the relationship between editorial creation and
editorial presentation; he’s like the chap who spent
| 8 hard half hour looking for his missing hat and,
| when 1 d with his image in a mirror, dis-

i necessary to “his
‘fhmost thoughts to gthers, hoping that through this
_Minsference of al conéepts he would lift-him-

" e and others, as well as a following . posterity,
fojsublimer heights of happiness and social comfott.
& So, in words, .music, painting, architecture,

#chipture and the other arts, society has portrayed |

1} contemporaneous thoughts of and on life; the:
w4 hold, are the only metjods that have made

Sobsible for ane generation to (absorb. the, know- |

ge of its fathers, ‘and upon 'which they, in-turn,
e built a better] world for their children, ‘And
q\t grentest of all [these arts of knowledge trans-
erence is that of the printed word!
%] As'men and women of the newspuper world; we
are the inheritors of all the possibilities for good or
¥dd that moveable| type places at the disposal of
mhnkind. In our hands every day are the tools
M.ch when guided by a correet, kindly, and sym-
hellc mulhzene-r transfer the ordinary affairs of
ies into useful lessons !hr
;ne developmjent of present and future good.

It is ‘my\honest. belief that the people in a
murity who know most about the affairs -of
!Acommlmlty nn thése engaged in getting out
?ﬂupupor This is more true in the weekly.

paper field than it is in the daily, for we in
.Il communities| live closer to ‘the hearts and
airs of our neighbors than those in a larger cen- -
A#er of population are able to.
: ; Into each community are projected m‘trumcnu
f-spiFitual | and inteflectual enlightenment. Our
rches, aflame with a desire to educate us spiritu.’
xlyy (and, T might hdd, against spisits) ; our schools,
# ing to lead out|of each boy and girl the ability
Jo,learn a sufficient portion of worldly knowledge
®oi that a living may be earned (here, too, I.might
that they. teach the spending habit); and
newspapers, beyond ' question the most vital

orce in any community’s life (apd, here, again, I
Might add,- the best all round shelf pnper that
the housewjfe's hands).

Let me bécome serjpus.  In its wppert of the

\ covered the object upon his head. As a matter of
) fact, even an hour a week, devoted to the task of
putting/ your thoughts into writing, will provide
you with at least a reasonable excuse for arn edi-
torial column in your newspaper.

I believe that editprial charatter includes specil
fic stands on religious, social, and political affairs -
of the world. A newspaper, like an individual, (for
newspapers are but the transference of human
‘thoughts and human activities upon white news-
| print) should stand behind religion as an institu-
tion for ‘good,” but net take sides on any local
| religious controversy. As citizens and taxpayers,
| we should be interested inipolitics, local, state, na-
tional, and even international. We should never
be the mere tools of an md vidual, but rather should
we be the| crusaders for those good qualities of any
political candidate which may, when successful at
election time, be transplanted through such a candi-
date into the affairs of governmental administra
tion. -We shquld be interested in the social affairs |
of our community to the extent that we may assist
in the creation and mainténance of those institu-
| tions which. cleanly and wholesomely occupy the
leisure time of our people. .

1 Sitting as you do, on the very pmnule of your |

with a polite nule nudmg somc{hlng like this:
“G w g your adver-

are

comings, but this adverti
that portion of the animal world which we esteem,
Allhau‘h

to find space in our advertising columns.
we smoke frequently ourselves as ma
would rather have our women folks
candy th
several
made to travel on the desert; which proves that we
aren’t concerned with ‘having our women
detailed knowledge of whales or even the. practical
utility of saving a few cents on the household bud-
get. 1 the women of our town are induced to
smoke through the appeals of printer's ink, it will
be only through the local circulation of some of
the virtuous, clean, and wholesome daily news-
papers and national ma Such a letter,
you see, proves one instance where editorial ideals
take precedence over the front office cash register.

There is something mystic, almost, about cold
type that is reflected pn the surface of paper. When,
in reading, you come across a statement that is in
entire accord with your own notion of something,
you warm up to the author, you fecl a kinship to
him, and your own ability to practice a good pre-
cept-is-quickened and 'crystalized. So it is in
your community; setting down your own reactions
to the happenings of your community will stimulate
others to action and, when your editorial expres-
sions are on the side of yirtue, your cause will come
quicker to realization. Refuse to comment editori-
ally on your community’s uffairs, and you have not

| welded together, to any. great degree, an unanimity

of thought on the part of your readers and you com-
munity suffers along with you,

Your newspaper is but a trust which you hold;
your failure to exercise and develop editorial abil-
ity is just ps damaging to your community, and just
as damhing to your pwn soul, as would be a tongue-
tied preacher, or a deaf and dumb school teacher
who' filled these two latter important places in the
social order.

A few moments ago I said that the world pays
homage to charucter, whether it be in an individual
or the merchantible article which an individual
places on the markets of the world. This is per-
fectly true, and all of you know it.

If you were to search thraugh the wisdom of the
ages, scanning closely the recorded thoughts of the
world’s greatest men and women, what would you
find to be'the most wonderful attribute #ffat the
human animal is capable of “acquiring? What

[ human trait commands the most profound admira-

tion and love in the minds df‘men and women?

'town- “observation tower,” you,
. 'and women are given a chance to view the affairs |
of your respective community from a different per- |
spective than anyone else; what do you see? And-
what do you write about it all? ~

None of you will deny the necessity of a news-
paper’s interest in local matters of government; a |
few will stop here, though, believing that state and
national political situations are amply covered in |
the larger newspapers, both in hews and editotial |
text—and then, so queer some of are, that we will
holler like bedlam becausé the national advertiser
thinks that the larger newspapers cover the weekly
field, and therefore sends ys very little advertising
copy. .
Speaking of national advertisers prings me to
too, that editorial ideuls also per-

nuu and nvern m a major extent—or ought to

{hureh, society .that only an the
yhm Folo tﬂom are directed toward the getting
is capable of di: such

'l’ﬂ d‘m,ndn-nhnnthnpddwmhm
lllfnhqo 'recognizing that most parents must
rlnuunnjornruouo(&hdmwnhiun
“oum!uchmwhhnnlytukhb
that fi dge upon. which
e potential man and woman {is to build a larger
ungerstanding, capable of ping sqhe ‘of the
hdcessary principles of the mal world of coni-

i
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, “myece and industry. s there|another agency ln;

g columns of all pub- }
lkldolm As an jllustration let me cite| the follow- |
| ing: Having read, a few days ago, the statement
| from the president of this emmtry 's largest tobacco
| company, that cigaret advertiding in the near future
would make ‘a ‘direct mppeal to the feminjne sex, I
told my brother, wholfis advertisingumanager of The
Eccentric, that, should he receive an order for the |
insertion of cigare} advertisirig containing such
feminine appeal, he should return it to the agency

Isn’t it the devel of @ fine character?
“Character must stand behind and back up every-
thing—the sermon, the poem, the picture, the play.
None of them is worth a straw without it,"s writes
the noted J. G. Holland. To.which Samuel Smiles
adds: “Good character is human nature in its best
form. It is moral order embodied in the individual.
Men of charécter are not only the conscience of
society, but in every well-governed state they are
its best motive powers; for it is moral qualities
which, in the main; rule the world.”

I plead for the institution of character in your
newspaper columns, not only beeause I would have
the newsprint that leaves your office made a bit
rpore godly in the process, but becaule of the good
that it will do for you, the editor. What you are
—or what anyone is—is reflected inviolately in the
thing that he does. The blacksmith makes a fine
pair of shoes for an unknown horse because he puts
character into his work, and his business expands.
The splendid parent seeks to put character into

| his offspring, and then basks in the successful era |

of a parenthood that justly may be proud of its
handi The paper edit. lly the
one who runs a weekly newspaper—puts into his
work the manifestations of fine character and he
evokes the respect, the love, and the trust of his
community; he backs up his editorial respopsibilities

‘much as Mr.

with-editorial ideals; though he may not be rich in
the material possessions of this world, yet he has
proved his right to occupy a place upon the earth—
consequently, he stands unafraid before the world,

unafraid of the manifestations of man or of the

mysticism of God, yet beloved by both.

Nkwspapers men and women of Michigan's
weekly publications—and this applies to daily fields
as well—your communities are hungry and longing
for editorial ideals; every man and woman in your
collective territories is yearning for the expression
that only you can give. Are you equal to this task?
As the weeks roll by this question will be answered
through the columns of your newspapers; your
obligation to society is a mighty one—as mighty,
in its way, as the rays of a b ient sunshine

\
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and and keep full of lots leﬂ. in'

later it will
keep yau."” .

field property where ¢

demand and\ value
on -the

- are always on
rease. "\

&'X irm 1 ngh
Bloomfield is stil} m
its infancy as De-

troit's uuhtundmg
suburban sectign. . \

Literally thou:
ands of Detroit fami-
lies are thinking of
moving out here.
\Hundreds of “them
are coming this year
dand next Vear anpd
eyery 'year—auto-
matically adding to
present propert
valyes:

v

They. are coming

becalise ‘this district

Wit
la
its

its hills and
es——its schools—
vider Woodward

—aoffery greater sub-

urban \beauty; and
value thAn any other
near-b, rict.

Chesterfield Gar-
dens and .Pleasant:
View: They are on
the western edge of .
Birmingham Village
—facing on Chester:
field Road,

To the  west is
Bloomfield Village
—solidly doM, out
and rapidly buﬂd‘ln[

. To the east is

umm Bake' E
lntun—already a'Vil-+
Nege in itself with its
scores of Ireautiful
homes.t

Just a few hun-

\dred yards worth of :

this property—on
* Ohesterfield Road—
a yite has been pur-
chased for a‘‘mew
public school.

\ ,
These are our rea-

sons x‘r believing
that at $2,000 and '

up, these lots offer .
unusual\ values

either t\:e hoan f
builder oR\ the . in- »
pesto! b:c\ime the |

ture' of t! i

borhood is.
guaranteed by the '
character of\the”
homes on all siles.

into the ghctto-like habitations of this world. Let
your editorial ideals be not hidden; let them shine
forth and happily you will witness their reflection
in the improved and enlightened lives of those who
buy your publication.

THE WOODWARD AFFAIR

The width of Woodward avenue is definitely set

at 100 feet and smoke, from a severe battle which
was waged for some weeks over this point, is drift-
ing skyward. - Birsingham is turming to other
things. /

Mang persony’ were disappointed at the decision
of the state adrinistrative board; but a still larger

number, in our opinion, believe time will prove
Governor Fred W. Green and the board have done
the best thing for this village, county and state.
This nugber points-to the advantages of a medium
width street supplemented By a parallel highway of

equalior greater width, as was recommended by the

o matter the side one took in the debate which
prege seded the de sion, sincerity marked the contest.
By fur the greatest number of persons who took
active\part in the various discussions had the inter-
est of the villuge at heart rather than personal gain;
of this Wwe ure confident and should hate to thinl
differently,

Although we believe it is wrong to think of any
group of perkons in the sense of having won or lost

in the matter, this feeling is in evidence, and
naturally so.
Our job, it seems, is to forget the Various dif-

ferences of opinion in the matter and to aid the,
state, AS BOTH SIDES PROMISED TO DO, in
carrying out its plans.

‘IDEALS OF HOME

Aside from any financial remuneration, (which
is but the by-product of any service well per-
formed) Chagles S. Kinnison, oet,
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must get a great deal of enjoyment from his writ-
ing.” The task of creating a verse for a daily news- |
paper is a strenuous one, compelling the verse-
maker to be ever on the alert for “copy.” Inas-
innison’s verse deals chiefly with the
things “Round Home,” as exemplified in his first |

book by that name, he must necessarily take a keen DR. A. D. GRAHAM

interest in and show a keener zest for, this business
of “living, loving, and hoping.” Here's hoping
that Charlie never ceases to put his thoughts into
rhyme, and that his reading audience ever grows
larger—to the satisfaction and profit of both the
writer and the reader. (G. R. A)

At present price, the advice of an apple a day
was not a vnnd{nll
The ‘man who is contented with his lot usually

Humrv | Engineeris;
lets weeds flourish in it. Toposraphical and D
They gave Socrates hemlock to drink. Moon- p,,Cfes., eom !

shine hadn't been invented then.
The only time some folks’
vacation is two weeks out of 52.
When the train is coming, the driver who tries
to beat it over the crossing is going,
Many a man thinks he has an inspiration to
work, as long as it is not the kind that producen
perspiration.

minds are not on
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