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Our New Public Library

The finest library in any small community in the
state of Michigan will be opencd formally Sacurday
afternoon when the public is received at the new
Baldwin library on Martin strect.

No finer emblem of the culture of Birmingham |
could be conceived than this structure; no finer in-
dication_ of the conscientiousness of a library board
and of a dignified and respectable citizenry could
be opened to the public than this building.

But, as fine as it is, it is merely supplying a de-
mand on the part of the villagers for a sanctum of
knowledge and hence it reflects the character of the
people of Birmingham. ?

Commercial buildings mean something to a com-
munity, no doubt. They have their place. They
are necessary.  They tell, in themselves, a story of
the city or village, in which they are constructed.
But it is the libraries, the schools, the churches, the
art institutes that indicate whether a town is con-
scious 6% anything more . Ifty than- the material
phases of life.

Outsiders who come here will know that, while
other citics have their smoke and factorics and
slaves and rushing, unhappy crowds, Birmingham
has its bedutiful homes, its fine streets, its excellent
schools and churches, its Clear air—and its library.

Marriage, Divorce—And The
Children

At a recent Parent-Teacher Association meeting
in Birmingham Frank L. Covert, Oakland County
Circuit. Judge, made an cloquent plea for more legal
consideration of childhood. He was referring in
particular to the speed with which the Courts are
required to grant divorces, and the consequent re-
action upon the innocent children who might be in-
volved in the case. Judge Covere belieyes that more
time’and investigation ought to be consumed in ob-
taining information concerning a family where di-

|

vorce so often seems the only way out; he believes
that all children are entitled to a father and a moth-
er, and he probably rightly surmises, too, that many
divorces could be avoided if the parties involve
could be given a different perspective on life thas
their t00 often selfish natures afford. M

He mentioned a case of litigation involving a fed
thpusand dollars worth of [gnd, one of hundreds
such cases that are tried before him and his fellow
jurists year.  “Several first-class ‘lawyers will
be engaged for one or_ore days, each making h
lengthy case for his chient’s financial incerests,)”
stated Judge Covert to those assembled at the P, T.
A. meeting. “Of course, it is all right to hire good
lawyers on such cases, and o spend time in purely
financial matters in court.  But how much more
worthy ought the case of a family’s happiness be
than land worth a few thousands of dollars. Yet
people hastily jump toward the divorce court when
they have a misunderstanding, and litcle children
so often suffer.”

Judge Covert, we believe, has made a strong point
in favor of more stringent laws ‘relating to divorces.
Marriage, as we understand it, was instituted among
men'and women for the single purpose of protecting
their offspring; for that reason, if for no other, di-
vorce ought to be as dgficult to obtain where there
are children concer Suffer the lieele children
o come unto me once spoke a very wise Man,
“for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” We won-
der if Jesus didn't mean that the Kingdom of Hea-
ven, if planted in the hearts and minds of fathers
and mothers, would be a fitting and perfect haven
of refuge for little children—a splendid garden spat
in which to raise the men and women for tomorrow.

Do you suppose that the personification of the
Kingdom of Fleaven ever gets into a modern divorce
court? Yes, divorces ought to be as hard to obtain
~—where there are children concerned—as it is easy
to get married.

“ At Washington, D. C., Congress s at work again
trying to save the country. That is what the boys
tell the folks back home. A few of them actually
mean it, too, and are often crucified on the aléar of
“big business” or petty smallness sbecause they try
to exemplify their ideals. But‘any of the learned
gentry who wear out the plush and varnish on our

| Congressional chairs ought, no doubt, to be doing

some other human task. ~ For instance, they ought to
be made to nourish some of the garden séeds they
send back home.

Harry Thaw, the world is again informed, is still

- ;
[ Expensive Democracy

IT'S IN THE AIR

/

It is a very easy thing to do, this criticism of
public officials. Under this democratic  form  of
government in the United States, citizens clect
their public officials and then—int order to be as
democratic as possible—often do many things to
prevent their elected officials from carrying out
government on the side of strict economy. The re-
sult is that the public’s business is seldom transacted
as economically as private business,.and the taxpayer
is thus penalized. B

However, under our democratic form of govern-
ment, little else can be expected. Even though the
cost is higher, the freedom of action that accompan-
ies democracy is infinitely more valuable to citizens '
in the mass than would be 2 pure autecracy or
monarchy. o

Democracy is the result of centuries of human'
effort to place government in the hands of these
who are governed.  Because human nature has not
kept pace with dientific progress, govérnment s
still an expensive thing to administer. When more
people are less grasping, less greedy, and willing to |
have faith in others, the world will be a better place
in which to raise a family, and taxes will be low-
cred in proportion as human desires, urges, and iry
pulses give way to the tenets of Christianity.
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Advertising Birmingham
We have been. told the greatest manner in which |
the virtues of 3 communicy may be broadease 1o f
other communities is through the newspaper. News-,
papers subscribe to other newspapers, not only as a
means of stimulating their own efforts toward
making 4 better newspaper by watching the work

” GEORGE. - WHAT !

DID THE SMITHS
SEND US LAST
YEAR- A CARD o
OR. A PRESENT?
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The New Fishing Ban

Communities north of line 20, which means that | cannot be explained wholly/ by the | ———
territory of Michigan above Saginaw © and Grand | shut-down of the Ford plant | OUTLAWING WAR

wory oF : S| The reaction has not been suf- / It is certpin that|the first
Rapids, are all upset right now because the State| fijont o create any widespread/sion of thq seventleth Congr

Conservation Department has just put through an | gepression. The activity bf Amer/i will devote| conside|
|official order, banning fishing until after June 16| ——— — = \ —
|Yor the next five years. Thise communitics, most |

lof them depending upon tourists for a large por-|
|tion of their income, stand tq lose much; those be- |
Ulow line 20, who have always looked above line 20
[ for parc af their outdoor recréation, will likewise be
penalized under the new order.

The| necessity of the Depattment's order may
have a basis in fact—in fact, ‘our own personal ob-
servations over the last three or four, years lead us
Ito believe the order a correct one. However, this
truth does remain: countless thousands in Michigan
like to fish, we have many inland lakes and rivers,
filled with water; fish like watér, 3ad fishwman like
'fish. Net result: grow more fish,

Fishing is more cconomical, both for the State

able time

ictle fad T knew was ill.
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1 carfied him some flowers,
fi

ear old grandma lived alone
'ho loved the flowers so fair,
nd cre 1 joutneyed home again
I left some foses there.

on earth.  Not so still, though, but what he is made and the disciples of Walton, than many other recre-
defendant in 2 $100,000.00 breach of promise suit | ational pursuits—some of which result in the bulld;
by a pretty California movie actress. Poor Thaw! ing of more prisons and hospitals. 'f]‘hc Stace of|
We wonder if he ever'has closed his eyes in un-| Michigan will do well to provide outdoor recreation
troubled slecp since that memorable lay when Stan- | for its citizens; it is like putting 2 gymnasium in 4|
ford White met his death in Madison Square Gar- | beautiful school building, and pays huge Jn‘ldcndx'
den, Yes, Thaw has lots of maney, but it appears |in the shape of re-created and ~regencrated  minds
that he is yet unable to barter a portion of it for and bodies.

“that peace that passeth understanding.”

A litele girl who seldom saw
God’s lovely flowers in bloom
Was happy with a few small buds

To brighten up her. room.

One lovely rose T kept and put
It in a cherished vase.

1¢s fragrance was delightful, and
It brightened all the place.

e Al Smith, Governor of New York sue, s pet-
's exclusive ni ided fecely wi in as long as he owns a pair

One of Detroit's exclusive night clubs was raided fectly willing that it rain as long i
by.dry agents Monday! night of this week. The|of rubbers. He will enforce the Volstead Act, yet
customers were allowed to go home aftér identifing | chinks it all wet. New York and other state sta-
chemselves. 1f Detroit is subjected to such raids | tistics prove that Al's choughts are|far from being
often enough it might be made dry besore the next |dry. It begins to look as though democracy’s plat- I

How wonderful are the flowers,
Just any kind of posies,

But none nidFe beautiful could be
Than lovgle fragrant roses.

ts this carth planet. By flood we mean |form in the forthcoming presidential glection will be o eatrice MeDonald

N igwcn a severe drenching.

water, of course.
\
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of others, but to learn of various endeavors being 7He cANT GET Ve
put f’urlhdb)f ol)u}-’r communities some of \\llmh may THROUGH A ’ 830 or T
be adapted for their own. Like many other news- THING LIKE— Phone )
papers, The Eccentric office receives and reads many “ Fl RSTQ;S'_TAY_E BANK :
newspapers in Michigan, and its own journal resches 7 THAT/ \Birminghamy
many of, the state’s villages and cities. c i - p— e e—

It has alwdys been a source of extreme pléasure 17 L[Le ST =
for The Eccentric, in its journalistic pursuit . each d .
iweek, t0 seck out the virtues of Birmingham and ——— —— e - - “)’
vicinity; to do what it could to assist worthy pro- T[lican industry as a whole duringf thé question of prevention of +— A - E— /]
jects, and to encourage the many citizens who, from | The Other Chap 1926 was above normal, and somq Resolutions already drafted /A | | /|
time to time, have given of their time and money S S thi cldown this vear wus generall duced or reintroghiced |
that this community might be a better spot on the ays SOmeELhIng | i tom Simitar frintaives il “deay wath forbres T2 R . 2] ‘
O TS BT | e Somehing | T S S e i Let Us Build For You” |
:‘I::-h for humankind to live and love pos VOTE SLLAEK!l'IlI(S i v’wi “1‘1‘1'}'1 o aspects of that complex fnd im I\ (o S Ul or ou

Y. ' . The vote-slacker problem is pr ach \

SBH(- w get back to The Eceentric’s part in ad- (pted from a new angle i’ mpt - recovery, - but the pr |
vertising this community; here are excerpts from study just nm;h‘ Iv\l Pr 5 in the present ryl. neh | BO it a hume‘ store or ﬁat our
three. more of Michigan's newspaper H. Titus of the political scic N . for a | X ~—.
¢ ent o ¢ N ossibill | cervie Jore V. . o -
taken from three letters to The  Ece department of the Unajersity uf ion Possibili seryicé covers your every bpild
first is from Harry H. Whiteley, former State Sen- | (iows that the tendency of quali tion “ing need
ator, now a member of e State Conservation Com- fied electors to absent themselves WHen it 1 “mil‘\ L\ n ed. ’
mission, succeeding the James Oliver Curwood, from the polls is d;r:-rll\ propor- {”w At of 1 year age whe Anee L u -‘n-r';'uvv | . oo |
and publisher of the Dowakic Dy News: e fomal t0 tie s vf (e it e otire antomobile At v Our Aychitectural, Building, and |
{ writes, "I was very much pleased with copies of The 150,000 population and over hav- comsumes less than 15 peg ceficof N1 G0 fons aininst the L . . . ‘
Eccentric published daily  during  Birmingham's ing ‘the poorest record and thosc ”"‘.'"‘;"'“:\fll:(n;f ‘y.rr’:nh‘t:':_w'hm United Statesf  Can tha United Financial departments will serve H
Prosperity Weel The fact (‘h" particularly struck of ,(i,mw and ,h'” the best works are ain operating af cap States ple u\’ elf never to sup- l you ﬂ e ‘way you Want to be
me was that the contents of the editions were ¢ Professor Titus confirms pre- acity atfiliated industrfes iy be Fit ite served
tirely local, which speaks very well for your suaff.”| gously - published staistics | that nted on to quickeny theitf pace, oty iy e Bt served. [, |

3 CE e vote as related to population IS gnd the cffects should soof el X —f o {

George 111_ English, at one time pu::n:wr of 3 eradualy Tut ety talling and the offects shoakl won al oes not face these prob- ) f ]
Pontiac daily newspaper, and now publisher of the  off, the trend since 1916 being at e Yok Wl 3 \ .
Huron&(_foux;(\' Tnlbul:n' at Bad .\\.-,pn bricfly culo- the rate of 32 per 1000. This is York World./ Senwtor/ Capper is the author\of | We Insure Your Automabile ‘i
[gnstic in his remarks. He says, "I see that it is not | & rate very nearly treble the duath -, CHRISTMAS/ CHEE Bed Tt peaucsting the Uns \ i Asainst Fire-Theft:Collffon e et
now a matter of The Eccentric keeping up with | Wi Wit death rate to rise 0 32 | here bx, this Yonr, & SORCUINE (rearfes” with any and all nationy' I I — OR(—
Birmingham, but rather with Birmingham keeping” per 1000 of population and remain I;‘l"“* the e '('I"'If"(':.-_*"lil,'j;*( prejfiired to renounce war as a| | Your Business of Home ‘
up with The Eccentric. By way of complimenting  there for any length of time, it | ¢ sy ¥ o mefnd of scttling  controversies X ¥ y

" Cn would cause something akjn to takes the position that all in- \ Against Tornad. nd Fire

your Prosperity Week daily.” . | panic. 1 tyrnathonal issues are arbitrable or

Up at Cheboygan, on the Straits  of  Mackinac, To say what this tendeney indi . { ) t least subject to some form of . )
Al H. Weber, aside from his dutics as Village Pres-| cupes, ‘or even to guess that it will tite e o e F8 T fational adjudie tion. - But certain \ / N\ ¢
ident, finds time to. get out a very live and con-| continue, is not possible from the i caves o yinall sam whekly fof 0U€stions have been held in the F - k C b I
structive weekly newspaper, the Cheboygan Demo- | cata at hand, It may mean that'nege vear’s Ghristmas mofiey, weye i‘x‘l“ ! u‘huln_.nlrl.». iuv'ls(rnx-ylv— | ‘ran Ollze s’ m-
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NSl i P8 " § are dying, almost unbeeded, be- ol Vel planne e iself has adhered to this 108 \N. Bates St. Birmingham,"Mich.
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my routine work yesterday and ' went through that erations will Juve some other ¢ Tl O IO ot o Capper vesolution and the CPHONES: 1730-
bunch of work accomplished by your staff during' method of g’onm_x the necessary the thrift/clubs, the owrers gf the ,l“‘::);,"'“,“_"rl‘»“"“,::“” nxg(lnfx; f-u}‘l‘.urv:l‘ | / \ !
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extend it to such lengths. 1w cong e o ' o (i . } .
you. I want to compliment you, and 1 want to! : the new they —— | /
make you feel in some way that your effores attrace, ma ~!qu (Iu‘”hm\rh ate WE HEARD T

+ the newspape ers of the . general  public, the an- ones, ]
not only the newspaper makers of the state, but{ 00 [ ERL RIS o imentiness Tost they fract moame \
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st et others who are inelined zo ¢ o that | the market has acted ke 4 tonic one important lest U fills of Jan- \
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. : " h § At picke

The Eccentric is a super-publication and it is made hxrx} hlud \H;n_! it pleases to call alfeger, year by ye There used up by u:f St in and 7

; wav by r-coope cople.” ord market,” and to the lirge to/be something contemp ) . —— B \
thee way by the super-cooperation of its people. around Birmingsam) -

W way et Mochigan, DUmMber of business men who re- tjous in the att e flur .
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E. Holmes told me that\he pro-| / DIRECTORY"
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| Chicago has an affectionate ban -12; 13; and by appointment |
dit, who is baing sought by polic,

for attacking several women, Hjs
technique conslsts of holding the
| up at the point of a pistol, robbi
them, kissing them and then
[ting them go their way.
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