. According to the tale of an old Frenth trapper
ippewas had been entirely wiped out by a surprise attack
'ox tribe, and the bodies of the vlctlm'(. 't bleeding on the hillside.

stable and i ial g

while x::a was governor, local trouble with the Indians had subsided
and pionegrs no longer eonfined themselves to dn ‘stretching up and
down the Detroit River under the protection of the fart as they had for
“ almost one hundred years.
¢ Came From Mt. Clemens By Sleigh |

“The men eame from Mt. Clemens by sleigh, the only direct pathway
from Detroit being the old, narrow Saginaw trail over which an Adventurous
traffic with the Indians had flowed -long ago. . Many years before
great chief, Pontiac, had led his men over that trail to his sumimer lodge
on the island i Orchard Lake. . .

"7 A little later Elijah Willetts and John Hamilton came and “before
summer three cabins huddled close together with their small clearings
planted to corn and potatoes. Families and relatives joined the men

U

as warm weather opened up the rivers and roads, and the pooled Tesources |

-of the Hunter family bought them (a yoke of oxen, a cow and a pig. Seed
potatoes and a team of oxen had n borrowed for the first planting from
a homesteader over on Paint Creek. - Apple seeds were planted for the
starfing of orchards which, have—long since given way to stoves and
hoiises along s two - main In 1820 five more
large, tire proof grade schools accommodate 1,800 pupils.for whom over
field has continued intermittently ever since. .

The winter following the first meager harvest was a test of courage
and endurance -and there were many times. when larders were bare of
everything but-cornmeal. Shad came down the streams each spring and
the first running of shad was a joyous event 6f those early days after a
winter of cornmeal, potatoes and salt pork, bear or venison. o

‘The Indians were curious, a little' inélined- to beg or steal,
were friendly enough and -very grateful for favors of food or shelter and

.an occasional welcome to & family gathering. Within fifteen years after
the first settlement théy had all been removed to reservations. *

Taverns Welcomed Wayfarers B

For sevebal years the homes of the first three settlers offered lodging
and refreshment to the wayfaring “man and beast” and this point on the
map became kriown as “Hupter's”, or “Hamilton’s”, or “Willgts' ", accord-
ing to which one of the taverns had been patrorized. - No one knows how
the name of Piety Hill came to be applied to the settlement which developed.
The men and women who had the courage to wrest food, clothing and
shelter from the wilderness and make their homes here were religious and
law abiding, with conservative bloo‘l and training which prompted them to
the early of ‘America services were

barn of Elijah Willetts. No doubt some gay spirit Neized such an excuse
to dub.the town Piety Hill. .

Slowly the land was cleared, crops-were raised and the business of
spinning, weaving, sewing and housekeeping went for: Fach year the
-0x teams earried larger loads of grain and wood to the nearest market to
be exchanged for shoes, baskets, tools and cloth, - Frank Durkee, one of
the early settlers, cut and burned over one hundred trees one winter and

. sold the ashes, receiving in’payment one pair of boots, one bushel basket,
nd' six yards of calico. Another man cut hoop pe all
day for. tw'mxﬂn cents with which he retrieved a letter from the post-
office.

There was an ccasional merry making snatched from the weeks of
toil. when one of ‘the farmers, seized with the holiday spirit, would harness
his ox team, bundle his Tamily into a sleigh and, stopping along the road,
gather his neighbors for a jaunt to one of the hospitable village homes.
The surprised and delighted hostess would make doughnuts and coffee. for
the crowd ‘or cook an immehse corn cake on a pan in front of the fireplace.
If times were prosperous, a chicken was beheaded and a pot of dumplings

+ made.

First Industries Here In 1827
Out of the increase in worldly goods Elijah Willetts started a tannery
in 1827, ohn Hunter bullt his foundry And blagksmith shop in 1828 and in
the same year John Hamilton erected d frame tavern which later formed
th wing of the National Hot n old landmark which stoed for
. many years on the present site of the First National Bank. By that time
the settlement had grown and in 1833 the opening of the first stord by
Sullivan Kelsey and a Mr. Dennis made a social and financial rallying point
for the surrounding farmers. In }836 the podtoffice was moved to Piety
¢, Hill and Sullivan Keliey was madq postmaster. f
f The first road which connected the town With Detroit was the Ball
.. Line Road, surveypd in 1819, which was over a mile east'of the settlement
and so unsatisfactory that a trip over it was h dismal ordeal. ' The Saginaw
\Road, lunruum! the World's Greatest Highway, was authorized aid
_ bullt a few ye ter but was not muchybetter. In 1833 two more state
connecting. with Plety Hill were laid out and then_town line roads
made one after another. ; A
lllorll.ld Township
_The township of Bloom; was zed in 1828, what
Is nbw Bloomfield and West Bloomfield townships, with three com!
, missioners clu'tdf “as its governing body. The following  year fifteen
| “highway overseers, nine fence viewers and\three pound masters were ap-
poi $50 was voted for the poor and i\boumy of $5'each.gn wolves
was offered.

v

Tt

Oyganized Iu 1828

I T. Mirrill, with his sonin-law, William Brown, purghased the

d mioved it to what js-now the southwest corner

cf_ "o.ot'ud and Maple {Avenues. ‘As his business grew and he added
farm §

4 " and to his output the factory was
, . ¢nlarged and extended westward on Maple Avenue. '
The seco!
E

man to open a store in Piety Hill was a Mr. Clock und he
Orrin Poppleton, Then in 1841 Merrill erected the first
- T. A, Flower who at the same time assumed the duties of

e was in the by H, T. Botsford, Orrin
m Our: L. Lee and J. Allen Bigelow in nm’n, all of whom were

was followed
- brick storg-tor
L

AT First Railroad Came Here ln 1839
. In 1839 the exténsion of the Detroit, Grand Haven and ‘Milwaukee

™ Methodist Chureh was built on Maple Avenue.
]

held here as early as 1821 by an itinerant Methodist preacher in the log

organized in 1890 and now known as the Woman's Literary Club, and was Russell Frank Pohl |

well known in club work throughout the state. The lovely park along  ,, Kwoet! Frnk Pohl the four month!

the River Rouge valley was a part of her bequest to the town. Smaller | diud Muy 1 of convulsions. He' was |

parcels have been ‘added to village lands from time to time until there is huried in Roscland Park  Cemetery |
|now about twenty-seven acres which may be developed into u park May 4.

b | oul
ps and spotlights’
finale of the beau-| to be built of Maple road, and on th
of Colh-nlhu- line,
ek by 18
thing this . | by 130
ever treated for paved,
an rs.. The restr!
ing Magnificence ¢ liv § 0 n° the spring
Not in many months has a scene of | branch office will be erected op th
such ‘splendor ‘been recorded by the | property. ) 3
clicking ' cameras.. The four seaso 3
are depicted in like manner—ench g2 |4
one surpassing the other in magnifi-
cence—each showing the beautiful
girls in richer gowns and wraj
Colleen Moore, herself alway:
ful of making broad statements re-
garding her own Blczur is free tol
admit and does broadeast the fact|
that in “Irene” she is giVing the
finest story und pictare of her entire

lots are’ all mum‘:{

will t and in 1840 their first church was
built, It still stinds on the corner of Merrill and Batés Streets after its
years of service as church, library gnd town hall. In f872 the present

t
4 yierian Chuzeh was organized in 1834 with Elijah S. Fish ay
|the first\pastor. . The first church building was erected in 1844, a later one
|in 1860 and the present brick edifice on Woodward Avenue in 1916,
1 8t. James Episcopal Church organized in 1894 and held services in
| Library Hall' until their present church was built eighteen months later.
i . A Baptist Society was organized in 1833 but disbanded in 1§40. The
| congregation' was reassembled in 1870 when their present church on Bates
{and .Willetts Streets 'was erected. ’ / <
The United Presbyterian Church was founded and their building on
woq

dward Avenue erected in 1895, .

In 1916 a group of local citizens founded the  Christian Science Soc-
Jiety of Birmingham, and held services in a large remodelled’ residence at
1148 South Woodward avenue. This Society was incorporatéd in 1924 as
The First Church of Christ, Scientist, of Birmingham; Michigan. At the
| present time plans are under way for the construction of a new church on
its property at Chester and Willets streets.

A Lath was ized in 1924 by their present
| pastor, Rev. L. A. Schuessler, and the temporary chapel of the Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church was dedicated last year.
| The Holy Name Catholic Church was founded in 1921 with Rev. W.
W. Ryan as its first clergyman and one year later their chapel on Harmon
Avenue was dedicated.

Other denominations and faiths have flourished here from time to
[time without. ina building.

Village Incorporated in 1864
| The village was first incorporated in 1864 with J. C .K. Crooks as
‘?mmene of the first board of seven trustees. It comprised a territory
one mile square. ‘A new charter was granted i 1885 providing for six
commissioners, and the present charter, creating’a commision of three
members and providing for the employment of a village manager, was|Lcky, died there April 20. He was
) ) |55 years old. He had been ill for
|passed in October, 1017, going into effect’ in February, 1918, Recent|two’ yours.
'annexations have brought nearly four square miles within its boundaries,| Rev. Harris was born in Chicago
including the community of Eco City with. its own Congregational 'tl:;l l'"nlw mtl)rvllrm‘th with }u:r Plr;
; ents. He ente ) y

Church of which Rev. D. W. Curry is pastor. the Episcopal Churcit in Detroit and| 3

A Ladies’ Library Society was organized in 1867 by nincteen women | ut times preached sermons in the 1o-
who used the money from a disbanded Good Templar lodge, and the cal St. Jumes' Episcopal church on
dues of nimeteen more members who were induced to join, to buy\ forty- West Maple avenue.
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» sode is rade entire- | .
ly in eulor il and will be something

that everybody will - remember for!
days to come. Cora McGeachy de-|
signed the three hundred gowns worn
and John D. Schulze was chief art
director for the massive settings that
held the seasons.

This is just a part of the “Irene”
production-—one of the highlights of
a story that will long carry Colleen
Moore in the minds of those who see
the piec Al Green who
rring Miss Moore, |
Irene.”

138§ ;
So far superior in firle
'six-cylinder perform- »
ance—so beautiful
inside and out—so .
sound and good in its
recognized Hupmobile
quality—that it seems

ly,” sf
is responsible for

Bi;lhury -

The Rev. George H. Harrls, former
president of Margaret Hall and for
eight years rector of St. John's
Episcopal church in Versailles, Ken-

eight books with which to start a library. Martha Baldwin, who, more _ Rev. Harris is' survived by his / .

1 ' s gy Vi -
(than any other one person, stimulated the growth and dovelopment of Yomurs et Serts, N Wi downright exgrava-
| and P ,\was one of the impelling street, Birmingham, and a half-

forces of this society. For five years it was shifted from ome house to brother, C. D. Dickinson, formerly
another until the old Methodist church was purchased in 1872 and p.smﬁ r'ih"" illage but now of Miam},
{for by a series of ingenuous and diversified entertainments. In 1893 = i -

their new brick building on the corner of Maple and Woodward Avenues Mrs. Sarah Jane Truesdell

was completed and occupied, and in 1907 the village assumed the support = Mrs. Sarah Jane Truesdell of Bix

.gance to ray more
for any Six

i cuver was found dead of heart fail- . 4
["' "‘\',”'l'b""" and took over its st N - ure in her home May 4. She was sden | e
' lage imp were being Y SPirits as{,live Monday afternoon and in the| |
the town grew and in 1884 Miss Baldwin and W. C. Hull promoted the evening neighbors came to the housc 1
Village Improvement Society which backed up Miss Baldwin's tireless but, receiving no answer and thjnking ;
lefforts to make Birmingham clean and beantiful. The Cemetery Associ-| that she had retired, went awi
It is believed that she woon aft

e was lust seen aliv

ation which she helped to form in 1885 is responsible for the quiet beauty L,
curs old and had Tived alone i the
wuse for 11 years.

‘of the place there Birmingham's pioneers are at rest, A soldiers’
/monument which was placed at the intersection of Maple and Woodward f. |

Mrx. Truesdell wax the "widow of
William Truesdell and fs survived by

SIX

FRED W. PARKS - R.E.RAMSEY

LAVIHU#I in 1869 to testify to the bravery of Birmingham's Civil War
heroes was moved to Greenwopd Cemetery in 1507,

, John; il hter, M | 1
| A lively campaign resulted in a water works system which was in. ‘1‘":7"[“.;:..‘.; of "u('(‘,,v‘:lr ( even 113 Brownell Street
augurated in 1895, the first well having been built in 1890. The .first grandchildren; and onc gr grand-|  PHONE 8550 .

BIRMINGHAM .
tire cart and hose was purchased in 1891 when $474 was raised for that child. Y

v By 1804 a fire tower had been buit, another cart and more hose 2"t Ty b O Bt
ded and and a volunteer department organized. will follow in Crooks cemetery.
Miss Baldwin was an active member of the Ladies' Library Society, - |

u
ad

' .

system. A part of it Is already equipped with tables, benches and swings.
. Eccentric Founded la 1878

M
Mrs. Mary A

The Birmingham Eceentric, the village weekly, made its debut in|died May 1 ut Watérford |
May, 1878, when George Mitchell and Almeron Whitehead put out the after wn illness o l]"j l,!}l:* f"lllnyr
first four ‘page Hsue. Mr. Mitchell continucd in nctive charge of ity | M¥ @ stroke of paralysic. Funeral ser.

TEEY . 7lvices ware held at \Vuwrfuni
destiny until 1919 when it was purchased by F. E. Van Black who in turn | Buptist Ghurch, May 3, at 2:90 p. m ]}
sold it in 1920 to its present proprietor, George ‘K. Averill, with Rev. W uch of \\‘uuvrrm-l.

The Exchange Bank which was the first Birmingham Bank, was and Rev. 2 Wallace Jucobus of
started in 1887 by Whitehead and Mitchell in a corner of their drug and jof officlating. | Burial 1ok pluc
grocery store, which was -also headquarters for the postoffice and the 3y Green wie . iember
local teleph Now its the First National Bank of |Meth dist Church of Walled |
Birmingham, handles an annual business amounting to about $2,600,000 and Was e widow of William Gréen and
their nelghbor, the\First State Bank, records assets of about §3,000,000, i st vived by e ;y;-lqr-i.‘; et
These figures represént the very heart throbx of the of Waterford: Johty and Tra of Ponti:

of the
he

lusty and active f Waterford; John and Ira of Pon|

commerce of u purely residential town. ac; Mrs. Roy Skurritt of White Luk
' Then The Electric Cars Came . William xm_d Clark  of Birmingha

The Oakland Railway Company was first given the franchise for the, 'r\ﬁrl‘{,"::“i‘;ti‘fl'r'l"‘i,"",“""‘["l“": . M

present Detroit United \Railway right of way and carried its first pas- Anna and Miss Gertrude Ric

ard-on
o

sengers from Pontiac to\ Detroit on June 16, 1896. The first car was of Farmington; Mrs. William Farn
greeted with shotits and cheers by the entire population who had assembled:of Pontiac; two brothars: James
to'watch its progress through the town. Richardson’ of/ Fenton and William

Now the street car, like the
telephone, telegraph, gas, electric lights, sewers and paved streets are
every day urban necessities. :

The Baldwin Public Library has over 6,000 books on its shelves and
serves over one hundred people a day.. Plans are being drawn for a pro-
p;::‘-: uew library to be located, in the center of a block of land facing

n Street, which will ultimately house more than 25,000 books. Vil- Ftar o
lage offices Will occupy another hlock nearby. Detrolt, againie the Birmingham Bav

The spléndid Birmingham High School, erected in 1918, and four tery Service on aple avenue
|large, fire proof grae schools accommodate 1,800 pupils for whom over for the recovery of money for a)
| elghty teachers will be embloyed next year. Sitex for two more buildings machine which ‘the company sold
are held in readiness for future building. : through lts talesman to ;e local
|~ “The postotfice force of postmaster, five clerks and cleven carriers B e T e T "ho
|is looking hopefully toward a- new Federal building to complete Birming- check but the two employes of the
[ham's elvie center and house its increasing volume of business. ttery Service have a receip)

The village fire department of twenty-four men, which is; still

Richardson of Farmfogton,

SUIT IS STARTED FOR _
RECOVERY OF MACHINE |

Suit was started last week in Jus-
tice Buck's caurt by the Walter

him for the money.
It was further clal

ochester
e case was
1'because the

Man, Milo Howell.
poned until Ma;
yers for the de
of jurisdictiof
peace has puridd

| the other side

The many organizations listed in this directory indicate the quality
of Birmingham's people and its still lively public\ conscience.” The !
munity House which opened its doors in 1923 is a new village insti
|earrying -forward old ideas and ambitions
passed from one generation to another,

The tremendous growth which is obliterating all\physical traces of
for mory and more sewers\and paved streets |
troit wherg the
nd\ to some éxtent

Com-
tution :
the seeds of which have been

|

R.C. Mo Ifumberﬁ)

thelr social interests. The siperseded ox teams as
burden have in their turn except on the bridle naths L
L‘v’c‘l; of old have been W into lp.e'l‘olll' eonnw CLOUAM LB:l"\d SBUI:‘II-’&S':.
homes. o mades and ambitio \
simple nd of productive toil have norpd.ninl:-lhc swi Blmmcw. mmm
suburban_life. ' ! Y - . o f
/ \ £ |




