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Wordnpfl Muur Exphnu
on Of MA sonic

IS SYSTEM “OF MOMUW

Stands For Truth, Virtue,
. Would

Abolish
Vice R

By Robert K. McClellan, W. M.
Masonry is not a relfgion or
creed, it is not a substitute for re-
ligion, but it is a system of morali
founded upon a_firm beligf in a
Supreme Grand Mgster. It {s an in-
“titution that is enfinently s
morak and one that endprses il truth,
encourages all virtue, and logks with
the utmost -disfavqr’ upon all vice.
No institution was' ever founded on
a more solid foundation and better
rules of conduct fvere never laid
down, than are inculoated in the sev-
cral Masonic lectures,

Its teachings have a dirett ten-
dency to make men more social and
more honorable, to build up in them
the true elements of munhm)d and
to better qualify them for the var-
ious ~stationg and r(‘lﬂnun:hnpj of
life: A very emingnt Masonic au-

thor has written the following as his

religion is without s
is the Bible; whose aim is
lishment of Universal Peacc
and  Goodwill toward all
only encmy

Free and Accepted
A. M, only a true m
what those letters should” really

estab-
earth
ikind,

F for FREE—a word that is a
fundamental part of our national and
individual existenge, -a word. tha
means that we hate never known the

shackles or scourge of a worldly mas-
.

ter; that our checks have neve
flushed , our heads never bowed,

our souls never cringed at the ‘man
an’ earthly superior; but

mean more. It should pro-
claim to the world that we are’ not
of any cvil passion o

— signifies ACC
stands for the
plied to and be
ternity and have s d
thertest; that we have been acgepted
s . co-wofkyr in the cause of riga
and truth. »

M—stands for Masons
an order that is  de
!mo’rnhm\ "LoVE, RE LIE

UTH, an-order whose aim is to
\\|po away the tears of the sorrowing
and bring instead the smile of con-
tentment, an order that mukt always
try to dispdl the dark clogds that

Masonry,

hover over the home of th¢ widow
and the orphan so that the unshine
the

of gladness may shine -upon
mother and the children, an_ order

Whost desire is to extend CHARITY
to the needy and suppart to the weak.

Masonry cautions the imprudent,
leads the blind, and enlightens the
ignorant: It comfarts the porrowing

frrmine
at the grave and deposits ithe ever-

and consoles the tdoubled,

green, emblematic of future life, on
the coffin. But'mope than these— it

helps to strew flowers along the path-

way of the living.
WAS FIRST WORSHIBFUL
MASTER O

FLOCAL LODGE

;WILLIAM BROWN
Mr. Brown, about whom little could

be ascertained from local historical

records, was the first Worshipful

Master of the Bx:mlnghnm Masonic

lodge. He was Worshipful Mster
er

‘Special Dispensation during
1860, and” during 1851 served under
rt;ulu; cloctign. He left Birming-

1872 and went to Battle
Cretk Mlchl ; becoming actively
conn«ud with Masonry there.
many years he was.a high official with

the Nichols & Shepherd Threshing
Machine Co., of Battle Creek. The
bove photograph was obtained from
an old tintype. -

The Pdst Masters Of
Birmingham Lodge

Wililam Hro\\n (Deceased) 1850 to
1851 and ; Friend Belding (De-
ceased) ms Alanson " Pagtrid, dge

(Decease. 4 to 1866, 1868 tw
uﬂ 1872 lu hlno and 1883; Elson
W, llh)no ids (Deceased) 1867, 1881

William
lﬂ'ﬂ) to 1871

1903 to 1904.and *
lm Aimeron Whitehead 1905, Ells-
worth H. Randall 190 aries J.

™

- who recalls this year's z

By Helen Shaw Stauch

Se vt ity tive years ago, when' would fall down:

spring was in the air, a group of men & certain degree for, the fact that back of ‘a beaitiful virgin who is
from Birmingham and vicinity met meetings were not held here after weeping over a broken column. In

for the first time as a definite group

with a definite purpose, choosing {ur early
their gathering place the upstairs of | permanent lodge room in the Hunt carries in his hand a s
the Jenpings Building, a modest. building, \\hon- the Levinson build- hqur glass which' he plac,
country town structure on North ing stan

We know, too, that the Jennings the weeping maiden and commences
1850. The men building was the first structare north unfolding her ringlets and counting
of the corner of Maple and Wood- her hairs.

Saginaw street.
That wa
were the nucleus of Birmingham's

present Masonic organization. The vrurd avenues, on the west side of the
‘site of the building was destined to sire It

become a_part of the First Staie

country town b
avenue and the present Birmingham.

Information concerning this first pelow, wi
Ma- into the tailor shops of Sir

of Birmingham’s
is rather limited, inas-
e can find no one

and
unfortunately . the records do not
W the human clements incident to

life and home of the group,
Would be o interesting 1o ua

We know that the building w

ery old because Dr.

tells us he remembers d
tinctly-a comversation with Alanson”
Partridge (one he older Grand
Masters), in when Mr. Part

ridge told him that (ln \..u,w moved ST

to oth

ALASON PARIRIDHE
- MUGH VEN[RMED

quarter

Early Worlhwlul Master Was Made err
at

Master In
The “Year 1854

ALANSON PARTRIDGE
By A. Whitehead

Brother Partridge was not as well
known throughout the fraternity
when he was honored by being elect-
ed Grand Master, as he should have
been, for he was 4 most efficient and
impre:

voice and a commanding persoh-
ality.

He visited one of the Detroit lodges 1§ b 5
during his term as Grand Master and reqehed

during the regular proccedings it be.
came nec y for him to be vouched
for.” He was not certain that he had
ever sat in lodge with any of the
brethreny present but presumed he
had. A they were about to refer

him to the regular examining commit-'\ag |,
tee, he said it “was barely possible there were
that the Tyler of the lodge might. he only limi

able hitching posts for one's “rig,
h an occasional store keeper had
provided to attract trade.

identify him.” Now, the ‘1yier of tne

lodge was
Grand Tyler of the Grand Lodge
since Hector was a pup, and upon be-
ing gppealed to promptly appeared
and contrary to the usual form ad:
dressed the Worshipful )laslzr in a
rather abrupt fashion.. “Hey, there

the g-grand honors!—which it is g

needless

Fartriagge” was duly installed in the
sast.

He was locally donsidered the man
of the hour in every case, whether
grave or gi from performing the
parringe setvice as Justice of the

)hum at the grave of a departed
brothe It became a common ex-
clamation upon the occasion of any
sudden exigency requiring mimeaiaic
action for somebody to yell “F
heaven's sake send for Farfridge
and when his sudden death’ oceurred
at the residence of brother J. L.
Campbell, it became necessary for
some one to volunteer to take the
necessary steps to:inform the famuly,
engage the undertaker and attend to
the usual requirements which had !
been naturally and invariably as-
sumed by Brotner Partridge as a duty
for others which were now required
for him:
So fleet the yenn, that 1 doubt
lllere are many- members of dear
old Forty-four still hvm( who were
ty Brother Fartridge be-

mpressive and beautiful ceremony
of all my experience and | have never

—f mn it conferred by a more capable

. Haven
. H. Bi

1923;, Harria i02d; Eurmest

Burtriw 1925, !

1‘"' in & manner more appropri-
l(e o (his crowning degree of  tae

Nuer was a rother more. ready
fr ~ast the Ay mantle of Masonic

CunFity over the frailties and toibles ham, Chairm

+" (Continued on Page 16)

wide boards on

Jank, ns Saginaw street and the | the first floor. b
ed to Woodward recessed doors with glass two thirds symbol of the timely discovery of h
of the way down and wood panels body, and the urn in thy left hand
h opened with china knobs\which holds his ashes perpetuates the
Jennings memory of so great and good a Man

ng climbed
muxv_ dm\\ our own con-

m. gs and Appu; tments of

w :
ance ur the Wr. \|~u| for these n;v tooth

th
r King

, these carnest men were
happy to have a place for their meet

tience laid the Toundation here of
organization which was to mean so ¢
much to later generations.

with twenty-eight mem-
bers recorded, more of whine arm - white apron.  H

Some of the older mem-
bl;rs of ‘today's personnel,

" William McKnllop claimed the
honor of being the first to apply for rey

t were
iding officer In any

capacity, with a big, strong résonant S1oTes were et well back from the like state,

Is and street cars waiting for

«
lhe cast and all of Suu(hfmhl a

.'\%sable n(ltr much l‘[(t\l‘(

Scotchman who had been i)

i of our

rocms, located on the corner of wh

; is now Mapleand Woodward avenes
he location of 'the First State

Dinna ye ken this mon? - He 1 wfﬁ;‘jw":,jh:\'p‘n’,ﬂ" faced Jirectly on

Brithér Partridge from Birmingham ¢\

and yo maun vr.c up and e him iyl

R mind/were given our working
the

to say was done with more Sfreot

ain
ide gham, so
than the usual clatter and “Brither inow e e n i minghium, o we

many_handicaps, |

Sich u future as s they proved to have,
that the small group o e
eace or officiating as Worshipfal ot the small group of charter mem!

gunlunnn met month ullfr ‘month to
plah and execute its constructive pr
(Continued on Page 16)

MASONIC OFFICERS FOR 1926
Robert K. \hll:llxn W. M.;

. ers.
Pubhmy_ceom Averill,
sides myself. . I know it was the most ™an;

1..'.‘. usde H. Wood, H.mm H. (or-

uem.—ll Kennem Bing-

MASONIC PAGEANT
WASWRITTEN BY MR.

CLARENCE C. VLIET

LOCAL MEMBERS IN CAST

Mrs. Harold Middleton Di-
rected Pageant, Depict-
ing Masenry

A MASONIC PACEATN
PROLOGUE
(Written by Clarence Vliet)
Father Time is shown standing _

X for the her right hand is & sprig of acacia
tablishment of\a more or less and in her left hand is an urn. He

the, and an|
upon an- !
other column. He lh' n advances to

Father Time:—Beautiful maiden

was faced with brick on cease thy weeping over the untimely

ath of Grand Master Hiram Abif
a ha

The in thy right

‘Father Time steps to center and

up the séythe and hour glass. |
autiful niaiden raises her head anc
teny, |

Father Time
petty
univ

ern than numberl
and distant dust

ilde, which
s which blaze

unlll m

I
and

- ment of heaven

day set down in Holy
earth

car,
has
sculptured mountains,

of that fir:
i

watc

effo
burrowed

1
of | and
rock and

ustice
God and his worshi
ples, shrines, and sculp:

{pecial knowledge of the
apace did grow, the kno

tered ‘in a chosen few. Behold, one
o the baibders’ lodice draws near und

i you
\I sons first did mee
gTOW.
H.ul' Worm of the du
est thou here?

and why their

Enter Entered Apprentice with tonished vision, s
and familics floated through her brain

arries gavel
guage
Entered Apprentice:—Old Father
]'lnn- I am the last born of the lodge
nd yet the oldest of them all with
knuul. cdge scant, yet in the symbdls
of writ on palimpsest and parchment
ey is record made when my fore-
bears did first appear. mn..uh the |
desert sands of Egypt drear, the tem-
ples, obelisks and square, rock tomba

must realize the stage of dﬂl'lnnmm t uncovered in these recent years, show
in Birmingham during the months evidence by marks and si
these men werg struggling to and chiseled there. who shaped and
0 carved the same with chisels
lnul in town \\nlkwl to thurluu(xm:\ but touch as true and sure as mine
along narrow p.u)m jexeept in front tod

rude

But not alone
Dumb

rock

and burst as fla

came \ comrad true who

It f ¢
told of hope and light and life to covered the great secret of Masonry

come when we before yon holy altar
knelt and asked for help from God
And there in accents not our own
we made our vow and left behind our
carthly  stain visioned out

realm before Three Gre
| Lights—The Holy Bible, Compa

three, the sun, the moon and master

- of the lodge did St us safely on our -
S alute to lodge if they will let R. K. McClellan,
Worshipful Master, know about it.

were taug

received the badge

our apron white
F

more ancient () an the Golden

than or any
rthly ]mh ntate,

of our

i

Guage

mad
another member
near who more cxperience has. Per
chance you further quest from him
Enter Fo raft
ing Plum

suitably

of Israel rais
temple grand

avid dr
With plumt

\
r se mblm ce of ¢

on-each fittud in its alotted place 1

five
1l we reached the
{ the temple and
Charity, the
i the liberal arts and
sciences realize the joys ¢
brotherhoad and  spiritual reward
for our labor. But I am only a Fel-
- loweraft. A Master
proaches and
information
Master' Mason enters wearing

able costume and bearing a trc
(G) over heart

Father Ti

(Continped on

el

Hail, friend
Page 13)

The P}escnt Masonic Temple

ng success, but/Masonry,

HUGH MCCURDY LEFT
. IMPRINT ON MASONRY

Suspectmg Wife Is
Taught The Secret

v ngulallnx common labor.

Bul Masonry is no longer
The

hear when e

. what dor,in 4 aside all pretension to u‘c

'of jall the ppeculative work

(mk !l\x bundle and went out
certain symbols, including

Here she paused to hold a council of
wai distinguishing badge of

igns engraved ll(r feeling

.\[ lhv celel hr.ulh»n of the

OF BIRMINGHAM !

erasgd.
c “r,uun. McCurdy epito-

WANTED: A PHOTOGRAPH

u or
ter picture that shows Shain's

3 the corner of West Maple and Pierce
and the Square, with aid of lesser streets, before it was remodeled sev-
cral years ago, will confer a great

earlie
ze s well as the Masonic ()rA

ever such/a record of uclnn\unwnt
and eming¢nce as he made comes ting-
ed \\nl the klum\vur of hmurv qnu a

ipossible that unl' man u.vnhl
Y

ve
G Masons met for Bty yeses y did nor have been :||~lmgm~hy< [by

or Roman Eugle, more honorable seek a pictare of the old building for
St

(C \»n(nmul on Page 16)

Concerning Buildings Once New

L'he Masonic Headquarters 1875-1913‘

amed Reynolds for a genernl store,

1R b ilding
Y pl

nsable qualifications for his job.
o other buildings then occupied

either'did sidewalkis, curbs or
A'lkr" check or guide the course of
the spring freshet that\ sprged down
toward Saginaw Street, now Wood-

was the ‘home of Tom mn.m.. cow

o » Bigelow had just grected. A
may give you more Wing on the west provided f fine res-

, new Bm(ln\n Bludl. was (imp




