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. RESPONDING TO TOWNSHIP' FIRES!

People who reside in unincorporated territories dught

o takea lesson from- the. fire last week that destroyed a

R ope worth 330.000 00 on Woodward avenue, at the Hunt
- oad. This hame owned by. Mrs. John F\:nébur:ed to the”
' nd simpl; fire t did nof a
:r::n the ihl?sty alarm came in, And the reason that Bir-
mingham’s fire apparatus iwas ot sent out was Simply be-
.. cause this vﬂllze had no assurance that it would be paid
. for the use of its men and equipment.

Rather a hard way of looking at the matter, many
people will say. ‘What do we care for a “few hundred
doll4rs when we might save many’ thousands?” is the

“ statement that many local peaple have uttered since Wed-

nesday of last week. That, too, is a correct way of look-
‘ing at.the matter, provlded you do not cnre how you spend
vour meney. [

As we view the matter “Birmingham was morally neg-
ligent. for not responding ‘at once to the Finn fire; the offi-
cidls of Royal Oak township certainly are very lax in npt .

" seeing that their outlyihg residents are protected against
fire, by ar with nearby icipalities for payment
of 'the use of ﬁre eqmpment' and the Finns (or anybody

else who may be in a like circumstance) have -been negh-

" gent, both morally and financially.
For many years Birmingham, and other municipali-
fiés that owned fire apparatus, answ ered alarms to places
beyond their corporate limits. In some cases tifecpeople
whose property was thregtem,d have recompensed the mu-
nicipality for the cost, but, on the other hand, many peoplc
have refused to pay thes bills. An easy solution to this
dilemma is to have township boards stand back of the costs
. of answering such fires, qi that the-taxpayers in an incor-
porated community are protected. This is the method now
adopted by both: Troy and Bloomfield tow nships with
Blrmmgham Royal Oak township has oever agreed,
* officially, to pay for sueh fire prutecqum with Blrmmghu?
actording to village manager Harry S. Starr. Mr. Stal
declares that he has tried for two yeary to make such an'
arrangement,  without success. Bu t Willson, supervisor
-of Roval Dak township, however, Lgys that he has never
~ been asked by Birmingham to enter mlo such an agree-
ment; that, if true, does not absolve him from the responsi-
bility of looking after the interests of his isolated people.
. To be sure, the best means of fire protectlon is.to live
in an asbestos house; the next best thmg is to build your
home not too far from a lnrge city water main. In the case
of people who live beyond the corporate limits of a city
or viHage, they ought to augment their individual water
- sources with posqu assurance that the nearest organized =
ﬁre department will recpond to their call w hen fire thrext-
.ens their property.
Apathetic public officials and apathetic private uh-
zens are a bad combinatien for gunrameed fire pr otection
~—or e\en good government.
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. LENTEN SELF-DENIAL
Whether one should observe the Lenten period by spe-
ciul self-denial in the matter of :food dr otherwise; is a
! matter for personal choice auun]mg to one's religious
| Yaith.! But the idea of the desirability of some form of self-
rdema’ is not « principle that can be limited to any one
time of the year, or any particular group of people. Th
who think they can accomplish the true ‘ends of life with-
out ¢onforming to this principle in some way make a mis-

~take.
% l

- Even in the most matenal fields of activity, the people
“ho cannot deny themselves pleasures and extravagances”
are bt likely to accomplish the success they desire. The
.couptry is full of people who were never able to deny
themselves anything and who in consequence never, had
the concentration to succeed in their occupati«m or other-
wise, -

’l'he world is Nll of selfish people W tuse only thought
is to.follow the pursuits that will give them the most pleas-'
ure. [If they are involved in any dispute or controversy,
they can think only of their rights and claims. -
. They give scarcely a thought to the troubles and diffi-
culties of others. As a rule such selx xcekex\ are ,unh.xpp_\
and digcontented.

There are more, who practice genuine self-demal in
harmoiry with the Lenten ided, that we fealize.
£ g Innumerable parents are denying themselves the
* comforts they ywish for, so that thelr children can have bet-
ter advantages. Many deeds of kindly sympathy are per-
formed involving sacrifice, and many gifts are made by
ﬁm who need the money almost as much as those, who
veceive'it. A great deal of unnqlﬁsh service is given to the
m@. that costs the givers thereof self-denial. Such
may seem difficult, but they bring generous re-
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1 1iké o go to'bed at night and dreafh of happy things, |

1. Of little elves and giants tall, of princes fine' and kings,
Of fairies holding silver wands with magic in their touch,
And sometimes of my. sweetheart that I love so very much.
I like tq paint and draw and spend a lot of time at school,
Tn summer to go bnrefooud It feeln so nice and cool *

Of course there's lots of nice things, too, can happen when
you're big.”

Your face and hands can be a sight and no one cares a fig.

You needn’t always brush your teeth and keep your suit
so clean

And’ no one spanks you lt you're bad -and start to acting
mean, |

Qut all the grown-up joys I know aren 't really worth a rap

When I am tired and sleepy, just to climb on mother’s lap.

—Beatrice McDonald

USES OF THRIFT

Are there no blessings for man in prosperity Qeyond
the material joys of easier living?

Shouldni’t prospent) mean; more that the thought
“Will it last,” than an opportumty for ax'.rnvagnnce and

- leelpnlan, than a respite from worldly care?

Prosperity means more money, of course, more com-
forts, more pleasures, more freedom from worries, more
joy in living. The mdustrmux are vmrkmg their way for~
ward'and upward. ' 'The thrifty are laying aside-a com”
petence. Hundreds of thousands of homes are bemg built.
It is a time rich with hope and achievement.

But what does all this really mean to us?

Merely mor«/money, more comforts, more pleasures”

i Adversltv develops great differences in mEn. Pros-
perity develops greater differences still.

Many are glad to seize the fruits.that full from the
cornucopia and eat, drink and be merry. i

Many oyu;;s store them securely away \'(herc they
we of no use to themselves or anyone else.

And others carefully use them asx means 1u develop
their own minds, to broaden and sweeten their Q mpathies,
to educate their children, to lend a helping hhnd to the
weak, to soothe the:sorrowing, to make-the hqme whole-

. somer'and happier, to build schools and hospitals and
churches, to grasp not the joys that must perish with them
selves, but to create those leavening human forces that
shall endure forever.

Wealth itself never advdnced humunity & Sll\gll, \tep
Prosperity that is wholly méterial can never truly benefit
any pe9ple4 It is but enriched soil in which the real treas-
ures of life may be better grown.
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