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PLANS FOR OUR NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY

In the development and growth of Bir ingham,
many things must needs be considered to maintain a well
balanced community. Schools, churches, libraries, and
gimilar things that make for intellectual growth are as
necessary as our.water supply, sewer system, good streets,
latc. This brief article will relate to the Bald\\m Public
Library.

Everyone here knows that, in the near future, the
village commission intends to sell the present site’ of the
Baldwin Public Library, which houses practically every
village enterprise. including the dog pound and water
meters. The village-commission recently turned over.to
the library board a blovk of land upon which, it is hoped,
a decent public libr vill be erected. As far as we
have been able to learn; such a library could take concrete

- form whenever the library board rogxplelcs its plans.

We have heard that it will be about a year before
such plans are ready, after which the matter of raising
suﬂi(’i,z\n( funds must be submiitted to the people for ap-
provel? What we can't understand is just. why it requires
<’ an entire year to get together plans for a building that

will cost much less than a building that our Nthnol‘lhuurd

prepares—in some cases—in a few weeks.
Certainly, enough time ought to be spent in pldnmu;:
* a library for Birmingham's future needs. Perhaps it does
require & year to plan a building that costs about $150,-
f it-does, then it ought to take about two years to
gét out plang for a school building that costs a quarter of
a million do]Jars or more.

Will some kind friend enlighten us if there is any

truth ia the old adage that “the man who considers ev

thing ncver decides u]mn anything.” B

ANCIENT FABLES BROUGHT DOWN TO DATE

“hmbudying the kindliness of Lincoln, the stalwart-
ness of Washington, and the zealousness of Napoleon,
‘the figure of Governor Alex J. Groesbeck leaned over the
rostrum at the meeting in Any Hall, Any Place, Michigan,
last nlght while a thousand hbarts swelled with pardon-
able pride as two thousand eyes gazed upon! their Chief
Executive, . A thousand pairs of ears heard words spoken
that dilineated the varfous activities of the State Depart-
‘ments during the past year, and Michigan's potential
leader.sat down amiddt thunderous applause as the audi-
ence, overcome with emotions of love and satisfaction,
came to understand that the lowly backwoods home stood
on g par with | the millionaire’s mansion in the mind of
their Governor. ~

?‘» “Ir referring to the mune nften\.ud\ Governor
Groesbeck said, ‘Far above the physical returns that 1
shall get fromr this life, do I value the gou(l will of my .peo-
ple; when I stand before an audience of Michigan tas
payers, pleading their cause, I am cognizant of the fact
that what I say-may effect more than two million people:
the awfulnéss of the situation almost appalls ‘me at times,
for I well know that what may seem trifling at the mom-
ent may actually change the destinies of many souls. 1
am more' concerned with the intellectual and moral devel-
opment of the people who look to me for guidance and
leadership than I am-with all the material attainments
of Rome.” . .

No, ‘Gentle'Reader, the above is'not a news story; it
is merely the kind of story that we, personally, would like
to see attached to the personality of Governor Groesbeck
these days—or to any other prominent public official in
Any ‘Place, US.A. And we hope that it shall come to
pass‘eré Mr. Groesbeck lays down the mantle of political
fayor.in Michigan.

ST. VALENTINE'S DAY

For 50 many years that-the memory of man runneth
not to the contrary, sentimental youths and romantic
maidens have exchanged tokens of affection on what we
know gs St Valentine’s Day. Just how the ceremon
came into being nobody knows positively, for its origin i
shrouded in mystery, although the name probably was the
result 6f one.of those wise compromises the early fathers
istianity made with the practices of idolatry, graft-
ing into the, qustoms of the then new religion the feasts
and the hnlidu s Lo w hid\ llniz converts had been accust-

posterity a ristian customs and Chnshan holidays.

All the nmre is this to be suspected in this umauw
for the reason Lhat ngigher of the good saints whose names
2re agsociated with the evi enl knew anything of romance,
and either would have been properly shocked had anybody
s0 much as hinted that he would cast sheep's eye at the
fair sex on February 14 or any othérday. But St. Val-
entine, the elder, having his day on the calendar near that
on which the yauths and maidens of early England were
accustomed to send to each other tender missives, it is al-
together likely the wise missionary bishops made ue
of necessity and joined the two in a way inoffensive to the
church and pleasing to the people.

But whether or no this may be the explanation, the
real origin of the custom may be traced, as most other holi-
day observances, to a crying need deep in the soul of man.
In spring life is at the flood. - Even age renews its youth,
and youth itself is in mating moad.

—
Popularity leaves very little time for steady thinking.
Today is what we were all looking forward to yester-
day. .
St. Louis doctor says 40. is the ideal age for love.
Wonder hn\‘\ old he ix?  We would say about 40.
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None of us can think of Abraham Lincoln without !
thinking somewhat of self—he was that human. Even
the, sweep of greatness, bearing him so swiftly to the
heights, seems not to have made him remote, but almost
to bring him more near. In this compare him with Wash- '
ington, a figure as distant from the day’s round as those of /
ancient or even mythical times. Despite his warrant to | /
the name, who could call him Gentleman George? Yet - Y/

|
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‘He was honest and plain and simple, and he kept

these qualities beyond his earlier years in a w, found
only among the truly great and seldom so emp! ed in I / R
that smal] company. “fle Whs, frhnbx, thé most Mhan- || v . - | P

and unaffected of the titans, those supreme achievers
who, cannot be accounted for by any of the formulage w&
know. Certainly no other, American approaches him in
the, matter of genuineness, and our knowledge of the : /
dominant personalities of the past leaves him as lonely
in this as he was in his strange life.

He is a vast heritage for his own land, andYfor all
lands, and no one doubts that time will strengthen his hold
on ‘men whose outer differences might seem to shatter
hope of such sharing. But he had so little to do with outer
lhmgq he was so free from pretense and false pride and
selishness, and so familiar with sorrow, that these hind-
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