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a “MAY.COD HELP QUARENCE BERE("

al instinct are hopsed—there is con-

_ ' fined & young chap who, a few months ago, was respected

.In Birmingham. His n;me is Bere; the specific

charge against him way the embez] nent: of 8346_&00 from
the bank that employed him a§ a'feliés, > =: N

b 14 e ; . |
‘ Over in fonia formatory—a ‘place where persons
with so-called u-hg’

Judge Glein Gillespie, of the Pantige Cireuit Court,

in sentencing young Bere to Ionia last week said:* “Per-
Bonally I havent a doubt but what you have been fully
punished by yoyr arrest .and the publicity you have re-
celved. Your a&e must be re d from the standpoi

of society—the
position of this case. I am going to send you to Ionia for
& short term. _Your friends say if 'you are placed on pro-
" bation you will make good. I feel that if you have the
right sort of stuffAn you, you wll make good after’you are
released from prison. I hope you will come back and
make good.” * 3 ' .

Of course, as far as the dispensation df his jdiciaty
pOWers goes, \udge Gillespie had a perfect right to ser!d
Bere to prison. As he interprets the ,matter, society-—
héaning other boys ‘and'gir]s—mus_t befidmonished to do
prison. - A O

We have always assumed that fscd m diffef—even
Cases of breaking the law. We have Alwaygwpssumed that
the law was made to uplift the social struc re, and that it
carried out its letter better by raising t e ideals of the
criminals with whom it has to deal. \

Clarence Bere committed a wrong; his father offered
financial restitution. " Bere's local friends tried to shdw the
Court that' only among friends could his ideals be restored,
his alclion’s! m*dc law-abiding. And these friends pledged
(hemselves to lend a helping hand in the process: .

We submitithat, as far as Clarence Bere is cancérned,
confinement in Tonia was the least hebpful and, after all,
society’s easiest, but not best, method of dispgsinz of a
case of criminolug;. We believe that Clarence Bere, a
confessed(thief amomg other thieves and law:breakers, has

| nat been thrust inlo’surruundings that will make him hang
his head in shame—mot in their presence. For what pris-
oner, within the wallg of Ionia, is any better than Bero?

We do believe, however, that had Clarence Bere be.
glven the chance to walk the streets

" wouyld have uridergone a

en
iof Birmingham, he
\s(iﬁening'of,his marak backbone
and a steadying!of his manhood that no modern prison
affords” He would have \enlisted an active aid in his
restoration to Eu‘clely'n ranks of decency; he would have
awakened in thé minds and \hearts of ‘many in this. com-
munity a real desire to extend a Christian service,

We submit that if Clare; e Bere emerges from the
confinep of Tonfa within the nex six months and has a real
desire to remain in Birmingham).and to “go straight,” it
will be in spite of his servitude in rison.

- As James Anderson, local police chief, said recently:
“God help the young man who gety into jail; if he is but
a trifling or first offender, his chances for reformation are
dimmed because of the degenerating fluence of his
fellow-prisoners.” E | -

The case «of Clarence Bere is bu\ one of countless
thousands each year in Michigan. These cases are a
direct challenge to the best social ri forme\ks injthe country.

May God help Clarence Bere! \

—_— |
THAT NEW COUNTY COURT HQUSE
- t

A fair example of the amount of thought ci\ul actually
goes info the solution of a governmental prub;lem may be
illustrated by the hEndlivk of the Oakland Cbu LCourt
House, project, by the County Board of Supe s last
week. Fortunately, for the taxpayers, the projectito pur-
chase a small plot of ground, 140 by 240 feet!fronting on
Wayne street, was defmitegl by a narrow mangin. \ 3

‘There used to bd ananéient notion that a Court House
‘Wwas . a distinet asset‘to a town’s business district.- This
notion(is not altogether without ‘practical foundation, al-
though;modem, progréssive. community builders are will-
ing to'sacrifice their Hroximity to public insf itutians for
the comfort and convenience of, the general public.

As we see it, the pnly reason that a number af the
superyisors tried to buy the Wayne street frontage for a
new Ce urt .House was because they want to kepp it where
people may drop into various stores to make purchases.
""" “The sumi of $84,000.00 is a lot of money t¢o spend for

othe frontage.on Wayne street. Sponsors for this pur-

. chase may say that the ‘ounty can sell it at a future date
and make money on the ideal; they forget that the County

“should not bg in the real estate business, for Oakland’s
taxpayers are able to finance their affairs through direct

taxation—not_through land speculation. o .
Oukland County’s new Court House should be erected
on a large plot of land, where people lmy.ﬁm# a parking

place for their cars, and where the future buflding pro-

gram of the County may be carried out. We believe that
Supervisor Alfred Gale's -idew is correct. W are sorry
that our. own supervisor, Rol Y. Moore, voted in ap-

_wroval of the purchage of the yne street frontage.
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* This fnetamorphosis had not been the result of
ing the vote to women.. The ballot for womefi came
the rest of )h'e revolution. The greatest factor in/ t|
transformation was the increase, during the war and fince,
- in the number of financially independent women.
women working meant more women to buy. Bettey wagés
fo¥, husbands have given wives more money to s
more time-to shop.. Then also women are earni
today more comfenxura!.e with their needs ayd love
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[EMULATING THE BEE / |
of /
" John Burroughs, the naturalist, describeshe hon;‘ley
| bee as having “the white man’s craftiness, Ris i
architectural .skill, his neatness and ‘lov,
foresight; and, above all, his eager, mis
hbney-bee‘s' great ambition is to be ric| , to lay up great
atores, to possess the sweet of every ﬂr/\ver that blossoms.
She is more than provident. “Enough gvill not satisfy hir;
ghe must have all she can get by hoolf or crook.” |
A4 When the white -man came to /America -the Indians
learned that he offered stiff competition in reclaiming the
land, in the hunt and in tilling the ¢orn. It meant that gif%
Lecame a Jittle more work nml(z,‘ great deal less leisyre

for the dusky warriors and they n turally resented it. This
old competition between thevl’n) efaces and Redskins Bas
been supplanted by an eyené fmore spin‘tgd compe!it?nn
among the white men. er¢/are some men and wonlen
who are content with a bare céstcnce and there are 6thprs
who have the honey-bee's “#rem ambition to be rich,|to
up great stores.” Th¢ energetic and thrift™ mian
mukes it harder for the indolent to eke out their bare ex{st-
ence und so the latter hntl the ambitious ones as fiercely
as did the Indian hate th¢ white man. |
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A much needed| improvement hy
been made at th¢ Baptist chure
The platform, which formerly

tended only & par§ of the way, now
- hes. éntirely goross the front of
the building, the change having been
made in the past week.

The regular meeting of the B. H
S. Alumni will be held at the home
of Dr. Raynale this Friday evening.
All members are . requested to be
present. .

The Lowes homestead property on
Pierce street is offered for sale at
a price very much below its value
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last

Pro

nor of W

close out all their
tate.

— [

Arm on the north
» 160 acres, two
barns, fine lake
fine orchard, 15
lent fishing, boat-
Yerms easy

were played and
Y & success. |

The Van Every f}
shiore of Wing Laki
good houses, three
frontage, 10 acres
adres timber. Excell
ing, and bathing.

Improved tubular erns just re-

Mitchell’s.

ing or wasting
ing your lante

|
| The real “yellow peril” will be
present when the Chinese are awak-
rented to the full khowledge of the
resources of their Empire and have
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“I can give a joke or take a joke
a4 well as any man,” said an irate
republican, as he rose from his sick-
bed the day after election, ut
when I am sick on my back with
electivn returns and Jim Beattie, the
updertaker, comes under my window
and sings, ‘I'm waitin’, my darling
fqr thee'—It is a little more than |
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