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Ecceatric Building,

A hobby is a happy thing.

It makes us want to laugh and sing,
And! fills our mind with pleasant thou,
. While we are doing things we ought,
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: FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1925.

| No htter what our daily task,
It may be all that we could ask;

THE LOCAL WOODWARD PROBLEM

“In our humble estimation, tfxe problem concérning
Blrminllum s part in the complétion of a 200-ft. highway
. between Detruit and Pontiac is easy to answer. It gught
to prove not too difficult.to settle. We have long listened
to-r ar ing its solution; we are
now rndy to set forth-our,own’ comncnons regardmg this

R ‘thomuxh(gre through Birmingham. . .
This is what we believe is desirable for Birmingham:
: asufficient area of pavement to care for all the traffic
that may enter our town from either north or south ends.

And this area of pavement may be obtained in two ways: .

rst, by widening the present Woedward avenue to at

7ast 150 feet in' width; second, by making the present
Woodivard avenue 100 feet wide, with a similar width of.
~highway over the Grand Trunk roadbed when it is re-
moved to some point east of the village.

In other words, although widening the present Wood-
ward avenue beyond 100 fect would materially work a
hardship on our own business and holdings on Woodward
\ag€nue, we honestly believe that just one 100-ft. highway
.through Birminghan: will be entirely inadequate to care
for the futurc transportation needs of the people “hx: must
travel over Woodward avenue.

We further ,l;ehuu that the cost uf,.ul\ work on-this
highway thrat is idone in Birmingham should he paid for
"Ry the State of Michigar. We are unalterably apposed
the cpeation of 4 special assessment district m Birm-
iggham to provide for more than a very small améunt of
ney'to put the prchL( through; a’sum not to éxceed

$3 000 00 or $35,d00.00 is all that Birmingham should
beasked to pay. .

———As we view the natter, the %tuw of \[uhlgm is not
called upon to hmld‘a ‘Main Street” for any town through
which its trunk line| roads may extend; the State authori-
“ties should be concernéd chiefly with furnishing sufficient
"highivay facilities 1o the people of Michigan—not to any

| oné community. Therefore, the local question is no mere
» «difficult to solve than the building of a cow-path through
4 'farmer’s woodlot. | So many cows must be given room to

travel over the surface of the earth in a given time, thus

'determining the width of the cow-path; by the same token,
.80 many people musf be given room to travel over Wood-

ward avenue in a given time, thus determining the width .

: oi this highway through Birmingham.
¥ Let us not ‘make Birmingham the “bottle- negk'
what is said to be the world’s finest highway.

O
.- . EXPERIENCE OF A TRAMP

After-a hike from Newark to Cincinnati and return,
Harry. W. Butz, an evangelist, formed a very poor opinion
of the human race. He declared that little inclination was
shown to give aid to an unfortunate stranger and summar-
ized his experiences thus:

Only one aulomobﬂc uut of 30 gave him a ruh- when
asked to do so. -

He was held up. once for every 118 miles traveled,
but one-third of the hold-up men gave him money when he
explained his condition.

Preachers, church offictals, business-and professional
men and! charitable agencies gave
appeals made. C

' For every person who offered him coffee, six offered
whiskey..
R Lying by the roadside pretending sickness or injury,
~oiily ond car out of 50 stopped to offer assistance. In all
282 cars'passed without slowing down.

Butz made the trip asa tramp for the purpose of get-
ting such data as given above at first hand, hénce he claims
“to have kept an accurate account of the incidents méntion-
ed.  He thinks Good Sanfaritans are scarce:

Whether this is a fair indication of the American
attitude toward the casual wayfarer on foot is difficult to
Jjudge, but if his story is true he must have run against an

- unaymplthlc crowy, or failed to impress .&hem with his
need of assistarice.

-
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‘ ’ . HI PREVENT FIRES

‘|- “Every time-timber burns we all lose,” i‘s but one of
the many signs that have been placed along the highways
of Michigan by the State conservation department.in their
campaign to reduce losses in Whlgan by the forest fires
that have raged annually in this state since most of the
standing timber of the northland’ was lumbered off in the
old days of that industry. It has been estimated that the
Jloss in 1924 in the United States reached the almost appall-
ing total of $535,372,872. This was at the rate of ten and
a half million dollars weekly, much of which'could have
been prevented with only ordinary precaution. Michigan -
_cannot afford to lose any re of its already remaining
scanty supply of stariding
in helping to preserve that which remains.
1 —_———
g THE GE FROM THE CAMPS

Sixteen thousand ‘young men were reported enrolled .
-at the citjzens military training camps on July 11, and
20,000 additional will have been enrolled when the camps
all get fo -work. It is a very interesting thing to think of

aid only oncé out of 20

ber and it is your duty fo aid

}‘n very pleasant ti

. nearly 40,000’ young|men obtaining direct instruction from -

the United States gavernment, and soon to return to their
homésd after this new oxpﬁﬂonu‘

They should bring home a new spirit of. pn,rlo!usm. 2

It shiould be a message not merely of the obligation of

‘The friends md associates of thm
inspired by !ho eumplc they hq\e-

ppport his government in time of war,

& But [doing just the self-same thing
Gros. wearisome.. Then, why not sing R |

’ Or why not paint or draw: or write,
H that should be our chief delight?
be music is our forte.
The e’s hobbies fine of every sort.

Donald D.
Albert W,
W. Whiting

Local
Representatjves

Robert Allen
L. Dl Atherton. .

—

Let’s find the thing that wé like best
And do it with a vim and zest.
| The|busy hours of every day
| WII‘ spare a little time for play.
—Beatrice McDonald.
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First Rural Mail: Route. .

The first rural mail route to be

established in Oakland County is at

I"unmnmun The length of the route

is 24 miles und the area covered is

36 square miles. Six| hundred peo-
ple will be served.
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The latest fad intrgduced by the
summer girl is that of uppearing on
the streets and in publje piaces with-
out the usual head protection. That
it is a cool proceeding goes without
saying and that it is|being readily
adopted is evident from the number
of hatless maidens appearing on our
streets these summer
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ETAL WEATHERSTRIPS
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