. sign of eminence

Precious hours fronl pleasure lent,
In the dancing sunlight spent,
Speeding, oh, so swiftly by

h an azure sky.

| 'Entered as Secand-Class matter in the U. 8. Postoffice at Birmingham, Mich.
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Wednesday noon of

I While an errant fancy weaves
Romances of many things, /
Queens and princesses and kings. -

| through the clustered lenv9€. :

Knights and ladies fine of old, -
Castles underlaid with gold, /~ e

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 192§. 4 .

" %S GOOD TO BE BACK

~ +Since the last time we indited a few stray thoughts
for this column we have spent three weeks in the woods
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan; most of that time was
in territory little trespassed by man, since the days of
long ago when the forest fell b neath the slaying axe of
the lumber baron. With nothing but a 17-ft. canoe be-
neath us; Harry'S. Sh:}? Ye'Ed paddled about 150.
miles gver river and lake—it was wonderful exercise, for
the mind #s well as the body. N

- During our a'rence many fine things were done for

our family; not until we arrived in Détruit last Thursday
aftérndon did we learn of the illness of Mrs. Averill. By
the time yo‘r read this she probably is hearly recovered.

Thus, although eur' trip gave us an out-of-doors education -

and a.relixation from the cares of dail
pointed staunch friends in Birmingham.

- —
THE PURSVIT OF HAPPINESS '
. o

y routine, it also

- Acgording to the Déclaration of Independence, one of
the inalienable rights. of mankind is the pursuif\of hap-
piness. But the treasurer of the Atlantic Momghly, in a
recent address, remarked that the American people are.
not a happy nation, because they overlook.the greatest
sources. of happiness. He thought that éven the peasants
of Europe beat us in securing happiness. o X

He guggested, as one of the ways through which one
can seek happiness, a knowledge of books, through which
one gu'n.%f,lﬁgher wisdom and broader conception of |
nce.

3

LLOphy like

man ex ;
There is o doubt a great deal in a phil 0
that. The gengral popular impression is that happiness is

to be had by obtaining money. But there is not much to
make one think that people who have wealth have| any
~more than their share of happiness. They are 'freed from
the anxieties carried by those who suffer from poverty.
-Yet there aré many people in very humble circumstances
who have little money and perhaps none at all, who some-
how have arrived at that secret of obtaining happiness,
which 8o many people of wealth have seemingly misséd.
The trouble with money as the creator of happiness
is that,people commonly tire of the things that money- will
buy. Jl‘hey,mny think that they would be happio‘r if they
dwelt in- a larger and finer house, but if they get money
, and are able to have it, they really may not be au’happy as
before, because that more elahorate demands more care
and aﬁxiety. .

. Two of the best means for attaining happiness are:
tirst, the doing of kindly acts by which one makes warm
friends, association with whom is delightful; second, ap-

| preaiation of the finer things, like good books and music.
| Things like that do not cost a great deal, but they so en-
‘ large the powers of enjoyment that happiness grows.

e R .

WHATIEVOLUTION 1S

i

The origin of the human race is a‘profound mystery.
Before the ordinary observer states an opinion as to
whether or not he believes in evolution, or approves the
famous anti-evolution law which has led to thé Scopes
trial in Tennessee, he should go into the subject some-
_what, and find out what th[e doctrineof evolution really
is. .

In the ‘popular mind, evolution is the idea that the
huma:: r;nce_descended from apes and monkeys. But
scienﬁgm would not usually hold to that idea. The theary

is that the human race has descended from sonte speci
among the lower animals as existing at some infinitely
remote period, and that. these ancestors of our race were
also the ancestots of apes,"monkeys, etc., which have re-
‘mained on a rehatively low level of development.

It is noted that there is a tendency to variation among
different specimens ofqzr)imals. and the idea is that those
specimens that have variations that are useful in the
struggle for’ éxistence tend to survive, according -to the
principle called the “survival of the fittest.” 4

In a period of incalculably long ages, it is argued,
such survival of the fittest types tends to increase the

. cApacities and powers of a species of animals, so that it
_may gradually advance|from one stage to something far

higher. Thus, it is argned, these lower animals have in
hundreds of thousands or millions bf years evolved-into
the human race. ')
- Those who accept this theory deny that it attacks
religion, and declare that it adds to the majesty and
dignity of God to think that in His eternal patience He
could bide His time over these countless ages to produce
the human race. *

—_—
- '. GREAT AMERICANS

When President Coolidge was recently asked what he
intended to do while on his summer vacation, lie remarked
that he wanted to.read the bjographies of great Am
ericans.™~ Con |
¥ Some folks whd want to be thrilled will say it would
be pretty dull work to $it down on a hot summer. after-
noon and read out of a big, heavy book, about some man of
former times whom they, perhaps, neyer heard of. .Yet

' the struggles and triumphs of these men would be more

one of those men had

thrilling than any fiction. Ever:
{)y resglutely contending

great obstacles to overcome, but
with his difficulties, he went on to greatness.

" The m would be taught by this study, that great-
ness does not depend wholly on the original gifts that one’
bhas. - Many of these t folks never showed any great-
.in youth. But :26)' had courage, and

. That led people to trust them
ey. became able to do things far
linary humanity. : )
phy 'of a man or-woman is even

did their duty every |
I

" \

And beyond this woods so deép,
Tow’rs where lovely maidens sleep.

A\
An adventyrer amI, /.
And with wicked knaves must vie,
All their purposes must tojl
In this grim old land of toil.

Though with work the hours be fradght,
Time 1 find for dreams and thought; /.
Sorry when my task is done, * .
Picking raspperries is fun. \

/ —Beatrice M¢Donald.

; BIRMINGHAM - BLOOMFIELD HILLS

You Can Buy With Confidence In Any Of (ui 20 Developments ! "/

Jay A Walsh
Donald D, James
Albert W. Wasey
W. Whiting Reymond

Walsh, James & Wisey Co.’

Detroit - Birmingham - Bloorfield Hilla  /

Local

R Robert
Representatives

Allen

L. D. Atherton

Joseph Grinsel
Frank Gordon
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LE. .
made in the' condi

better than ‘having personal contact and conversation with
them—for wg are quite apt to believe the printed book

when mere conversation would vanish into the thin air)

Calvin Coolidge merely asserts one reason for his present
« greatnesg when he declares that part of his vacation will
* be spent In reading the -biographies of great Americans.
\ — "
11,000,000 TREES

'
v

During the spring planting season of this year, 11,-
000,000 trees have been set out in New York state.
/ A commonwealth where the tree p]u’ing spirit has
g made such progress during only a half yea? is going to be
a very beautiful state in 10 to 20 years.
. Our.people have hackedydown their trees so merci-
. lessly in their haste to make oney, that many locations
in Michigan once beputiful ‘with foliage, are now spots of
! hare plain. omething qught to.be done everywhere to
restore the conditions that made the country so \\'u:?ér»
ful before the hand of man got in its destructive work
\ Governor ‘Groesbeck undoubtedly knows how badly
‘\ Michigan needs a program of referestation; perhaps the
s\ flickering intelligence of John Baird is acquainted with the
Yame knowledge—but, certainly, these two officials ought
ta devise a real conservation program for this State. They
pr\;bal)ly woh't; they are too buSy with other matters of
less impoMtance.
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George Choos presents Ledoya, the

starting  Shing |
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FROM THE ECCENTRIC COLUMNS —
of Long Ago

Just Bits Of News Gleanfd From Old Files Of The Eccentric——The
Items That Make Up the Historical Background Of
Birmingham Of Today
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Woman's Lite:

Forty-three Years Ago.

The promise for a more than un- ed for the ye:

their names to Mi

is very bright just now with the Belle Smith, S
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