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Politics and
the Railroads

chigan Railroad men it isa
grateful thought that this Peninsular commonwealth is appre-

To the present generation of Mi

ciative of the fact that Railroad Service is today the best in
Michigan history. .

We know this appreciation by acttial expressions—spoken and
written—and by the gradual disappearance of that ancient hostil-
ity which featured an era of Railroading long past.

Most people realize that Railroad Serwice has been re-established
. despite laws which restrict management in every detail—laws
which add huge burdens of expense to Railroad operation without
assisting in any way toward Railroad progress or the development
of Railroad Service.
Those who understand these facts give full credit for the achieve-
ment of, Michigan's twenty-four steam Railroads and are prompt
to resent selfish attacks on them. Before this defense—a defense
based on facts—railroad aspersion is becoming out of date, except
for spasmodic revivals at election time, when office seekers,
desperately fighting for votes, sometimes endeavor to turn Railroad
abuse into political capital.

Railroads have small chance @) meet such’attacks. Railroad men
are too busy furnishing transpdrtation and conducting negotiations
with the various Government boards and commissions which so
closely supervise our every act. In this extremity we must rely on
you to protect and defend s, and to insure us a square ‘deal.

Is this- reliance well placed?’ K
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