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Thomls Jefferson must hnve smiled as he watched
the last ballot cast atthe greatest fiasco o( a convennon
ever held in-this country; where his disciples {amiable
lmle ereatures) had me‘ in the guise of Democracy to
g from A a political leader.
| Other things will accrué to the Democratic convention
besides the fact that it took 16 days to allow Wall Street
to formally take over the réins of the Jefferson party.
Perhaps the greatest and most beneficial change that will
come will be an increaged interest in public affairs by the
rank and file of Americans. John Jones and Annie Smith
will come a little closer to the realization that politics is
a game with the public treasury.as the greatest of spoils,
and that statesmanship is more aptly described in the dic-
tiopary than in the lives of even a small group of world-
famed.office-holders. And that this is true of all political
parties. ' B

Society is comparable with the weather.
ing we have a’clear sky, the sun is shining and' warm
breezes blow, while the flowers and foliage nod; before
night arrives the blizzard may be upon us, the skies are
darkened and the fair earth is played upon by the un-
tamed elements.”
will find most of nature still intact; and,
world once again becomes roseate with the glory of life!
The life that was rooted in stony :Am)):mfurtile soil is bent
to the ground;,it could not stand the test.

And s0 with us human beings. .We do not believe
that there ever will eome a time when “government of the
the people and for the people” will

anything like perfection There . will always be “Wall

Streets,” Tea Pot Domes, Albert Falls and Benedict

Arnolds in America. But there will also be something

B else; working quietly, unobfrusively, the simple faith of

_our Puritan fathers shall find a deeper root in American

consciousness.  The John Jones’ and the Annie Smith’s
. will slowly gain in the majority until there shall come a

;time when the betrayal of a public trust will not be the

aim of otherwise thoughtfyl men, but %l\all be because of

( sheer pitiful human weakness.

Though the jingle of gold may often twist the men-
talities of those who are responsible for the natural re-
sources of any country, we should thank an omniscient
Providence for the simple thinking and faithful trustful-
ness of the millions of men and women who, incapable of
practicing deception, are the real foundation of society.

v /. O —

Society, as we have constituted it, will have no’ place
for me, has none to offer; but Nature, whose sweet rains
fall on just and unjust alike, will have clefts in the rocks
where I may hide, and sweet valleys in whose silence I
may weep undisturbed. She will hand the night with_
stars so that I may walk abroad in the darkness without
stumbling, and send the wind over my ‘footprints so. that
none may track me to my hurt; she will cleanse me in
great waters, and \\’l(h bitteritess make me whole.—Oscar
Wilde.
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NATURAL—OR OTHERWISE.

In this age we are so drenched with artificiality that
our perception of the division between artifice and in-
stinct is_somewhat blunted. Hence we sometimes de-
scribe as “natural” what is merely the result of centuries
of unnatural living. _The exponents of “free love” declare
that man 1~ by nature polygamous, and that enforced
monogamy an unwise and unnatural restriction. Per-
haps. . It is certain that man today is a fickle and way-
ward creature when unhampered by conventions and cir-
cumstances. ' But before we ascribe to nature desires that

~ . ‘'may be only the degeneracy of instincts, it might be well
to grope our way backward through the dust of time and
social entanglements and try to gain a glimpse of the
naked atom that preceded us. We have'no way of doing
this except by’ observing that portion of nnu(xm' which
today is outside man’s dominion.
| We find that most birds,
strictly monogamous.
one mate through life.

so far known,
Many monkeys and apes take but
Some widd animals like the lion,
tiger and leopard are also monogamous, according to
writers of natural history. These creatures are as free
and “natural’’ as anything on earth. Explorers tell us
that savages, until molested by the white race, usually
regarded second matings with horror. Professor Louis
Kuhne, of Germany, in 1891 stated thit man’s desires
under “civilization” were largely dbnormal and were
brought about chiefly by improper eating, and came quite
closé to proving his theory.. .
Nothing is stated here as a truism. We simply ques-

A uqn the word: *‘natural.’”” To an opium smoker a crav-
ing for the drug is natural. In fact all that a man may
may do is natural¥rom one point of view, for there is no
_action that has not a cause and a consequence. It is
“natural” to sin and “human” to err, but we need not
erect altars to our errors. The bulk of medical and an-
atomical research appears to favor’ mononmy. though
granting it not without its physical defects. - Before we
\TE legalize an institution it should bé proven something more-

" than “natural.”
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Once upon a time in Birmingham, (for thus the
Chief Pontiac and all his men wore
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scarcely a nmu
black, big feathers in their

mien and drank great gulps.

Wlth nothinn but’ their tomahawks they blazed a single

mills
Thm olden Bedxkuu built_a road that spanned the dells
Stelm lhov-lu then were not in use and Groesbeck not
Thouxh we lre told that moonshine grew and so did Indian

Yet thue old boys, in gala dress, joined nll their hands as

morn til night until the trail

as done. X
Todly we Wntch this old trail fade before the shovel's

And yet we are compelled to stand and watch with open
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25 Years Ago.

\1’\“‘ 38 years of hustling bus
f rt A. Rust h:
res th
L has
uru( from the Rust

n to cnjoy the fruits of
which  now amount  to
and independent

Bingh:

ham, who has been his partner for

years.

During the month of July, 1862,
37 years ago the present month,
enty-fourth Michigan
ayne County, the
lnr;(\- bunch thl- blues being
picked up in Detrait, Last Tuesday
night in response to a hastily pre-
pared plan, a number of the surviv-

of Company D of that re.nmenx
mel in the office of S. gsley.
| where one of those nights xhut ord-
inary mortals never experience, was’
passed. Birmingham had  represen-
| tatives there in the person of Henry
| W, Randall who was one of the 4%
mdmbers of the compan~ known to
I'be still alive.

Bert Baldwin, who lives in Grand
Ledge, had a telegram arrive Sun-
| day morning telling him that the
| gang were coming and right off Bert
was happy. The trio, John Baldwin,
| Mart Masters and Velney Nixon ar|
rived on an excursion train about|
noon and were met by the genial,
Bert and escorted at once to a din-

ner that only the Cadillac could
equal. After dining and smoking
‘lhe appy  Birminghamers were

[shown the sights and were introduc-
ed to the nobility - of. the county,
who, with ever)Kod) else, turn out
jon Sunday to see and be Seen.

There will be a lawn social at the
home of  Mrs. Wooster Saturday

+ jafternoon.

| . George Raynale has gone on a
two weeks' trip to Duluth, Minn. He
{went by water on the freight boat,
! Stevens,
| The photograph car which_ ha
| been standing near the postoffic
'number of years has been moved to
ochester by its photographer, E.

N. Auten

On Tuesday evening of this week
a smart talking street fakir drove
into our_town, harangued a crowd

for two hours, departing with about
$30 ah. k
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following flattering

and
report to
¢ Al Number
examinations, 156
number prosecuted, 144: amount of
fines collected $600. This the
Mbest record of any at-
torney this count
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George Haigh of Mankota,
W

was the guest of Henry
tast week. Mr. Haigh wa s
captain duringthe rebellion: and s
a reunion | of
liant company can be m“m

here in this paper
A nice party, of the surprise |va-
, was_ffiven last week at |the
me of Volney Miller in honot of
the birthday of Miss Nellie Bropks.
Refreshns served to . alout
twenty-five young people.  Singing

#nd other amusements were on [the
program.

anu Ago. |
Tom Adams cldims that the Hun-
gry Nine let him down. and says jt's
a long lane that hat na.turn

The “Ready Helpérs” will meet
$atarday. afternoon of this week &t
8 o'clock at the home of Dr. Hewitt.

Ed Lamb has been seriously ill &
but the base ball game on Saturd:

ay Au
last resurrected him and he crawied for

jout to see the Hnmgnes get beat.
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killed and dressed two
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The farmers have

a
new pest in the form of a corn worm

n this vicinity. It is m an inch
l.u two inches long and < into the
ear at the silk making a_ circular

path hence to the base. Who knows
but what this is destined to. be a
plague compared to which the pota-
to bug will be as nothini
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