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pirit
tes excepting
piana, Illinois

y 1831 there were st
cieties in all the stq
aine, Alabama,. Loui
d Missouri, while_there were 2,200
Ipcal societies, cofiprising 170,999
embers,  There- were| 730 societies
in New York state alar, it being
estimated that the: state -h:
during the 12 months $1,250,000.
The time seems opportune for| In 1832 Gen. Lewis Cass, the theﬂ[
discpssing the never-ending so- |secretary of war, issued an order, ofl
temperance question.” The date Nov. forbidding  distilled
active reformers have now dwindled Lspirits iu any fort, camp or garrison
down to those who call themselves| of the United States. The secretary
“prohibitionists,” but ei proper |of the navy likewise discouraged the
appellation would be Alcohol Annjhil-|use of distilled spirits among seanien,
ationists, for their avowed aim is “to| Who heretoforehad had |'grog” sérved
drive alcohol off from the face of the out to them as a regular ration.
earth”—a manifest impossibility. By 1834, all accounts concur in
I am going to aga iew—this |saying, the -crusade agpinst distilled
int— | spirits had wrought mgst wonderful

form.

time from a diff h
the ‘doings and successes of the old-|results t is estimatdd that there
time temperance reformers, who con-|Were more than 5,000 temperar.ce
trolled the movement during the first| [anti-spirit) societies, with a wem-
half of the last century com- | bership of 1,225,000
menting on the same, with a view to| 10,000 had been drunk
urging on my fellow-citizens the ad-|with a population of
visability of a compromise Hased on|number of distilleries
the absolute prohibition of the nianu-|40,000. In 0, with
facture, importation and kale of|the. population, the

b in, whisky 'and all|10,30

a
bt work was
three times
, humber
ndy, rum, gi 6—only one-fourth as
other distilled spirituous liquprs used| Thirty thousand distilldries shut up
beverages, and the enactment of |in 30" years' In 1525 hery. were in
as uniform as possible, for the operation in the state 1
Manifacture, importation ahd sale|alone 1149 distilleries
- of wine, beer, cider and all other na-| whisky !
turally fermented beverages under;m 200.
proper license.
I shalf confine my remarks to the | to
original 13 colonies and the United |1
States.  The first colonista drank | people
beer and were sober, God-fearing, began to distill/and to d
peopl: olon vernments under- | whisky— whit dr;
took the establishment of brew houses strongdy thati beverage
among their first acts, and as At-|been fermented only an|
water’s History has it, “a brew house | ¢d and
| was regarded as an essential part and
a homestead.” Thts Van Twi]laruin

of rum and,
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New York city, Roger William: beverages were never [thought of.
Baptist, at Providence, and William |21t was rum, whisky, brandy and
Penn, the Quaker, at Philadelphia, all [ ¢in that necessitated thy temperance
built breweries—the product of 'the  reform, and not beer,.wine and cider.
7 latter  becomin;
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But at the beginning of the next| the evils resulting from
century—1700—a change came. The|4s¢ of ‘alcoholic liquo
i al . “total abstinence!
hi ““temperan;
e most effective and ‘4,
least| effective.
Il shall now prove that it.is so by
indisputable statistics; first.by giving
0 rum distilleries in|the dates when certai
Newport, R. L, and before the close|events odcurred as the m
of the eighteenth century there were | progressdd, and then by showing how
30 in Boston; and at one time, says|these.different methods have affect.
| Drake, New England rum was of ly|ed the per capita conspmption of
| fourpence and West India rum six-|alcohol—which is the oply reliable
pence per quart in Boston. he | gauge and test of the merits of dif-
people gave up drinking Quaker beer | ferent methods. - First, then, « few
and Baptist ¥, and the breweries mo:e dates. 1
all for lack of busi-| The yepr 1840 may be ket down as
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0 away with
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been
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disti tween reform based on “temperance’
started | and| reform based on “total abstin
n c ence,” although each lapped for a

Thus, |

or two on'to the other.
i '{.tml abstinence society,
h pledged its members against |
drinking nnything containing alcohol
any degree, was i 3
old temperance |
cigties which plegfted its members
st drinking Atdent or Distilled |
ts and to the temperate use of
fermented beverages, was not sup-
'plan ed until 1842, Both reforms
were based on moral suasion, soci
It is not necessary for me to at-|ties|and n pledge. The ' first total |
tempt to describe the deplorable dis-|abstinence society was the Washing- |
poverty, disease ‘and crime  tonians, organized by six intemper- |
hich followed from the use of the|ate men carousing in a tavern, who
strongest of distilled spirits in such|had discoyered the possibility of get.
excessive quantities—that can easily ting drunk on beer and wine if they
be imagined; but I will be content| “onl oard,” and
ing a ch logical state-| who extended their pledge
nt of efforts which were put forth to include spirituous or malt liquo
alleviate them. The first attempt| wine and cider.
made b‘! congress almost as 5000 In 1841 the Cold Water
the Decl of I i for children.
d been signed, thus: .| - In 1842, Sept. 29, the Sof
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ongress of the United States passed |ingtonians, This was the
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laws the most effective for putting
an immediate ""ﬂ to the pernicious
practice. of distilling, by which the
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In 1869 women began' to take a
hand on their
societies with the of
f “driving alechol
of the earth.”
In 1873 the womén began their
crusade with nv.h&r”vlolem- proceed-

ings at Hillsboro, 0. ’
In 1874 the Women’s Christian
‘was

account and
bject snd intention

the

Union
power behind the throne
which moves the Prohibition throne
at the present tim

In 1880 the Good Templars, who
had had most to do with encouraging

which is the
h mo

women to take an active part in the t
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“leaven” which
5 form |
fromf off the face !

we call “ferment” or
as soon as the juice
which they comtain is out
and set away in vessels,

aftdek:

sefting up a process known as “fer-
mentation” which has the effect of

mmediat
the sugar held in nluu‘::s’. i

purging out all r
the liquid bright and cléar,

forming a’ very limited amount of
aleokol, sufficient to the

T am,
more ti

r, surely You will not talk |

o
meekness th themselves than many
ur * erfy

juice from further
but no more

. yo
The percentage of al.

cohol thus generated will vary from i

3 per cent to 10 per cent, that being
dependent on the chemical composi-
tion of the juice itself and other at.
ndant circumstapce:

increased its membership until there
were 400,000 in the United States,
300,000 in Great Britain and her col-

gether not- less- than 1,600,000
bers who had solemnly pledged
selves, for life: That they “Will never
make, buy, sell, use, furnisy, nor
cause to be furnished to othery, as a
beverage, any spirituous or
liquors, wine “or cider, and
countenance the manufa¢ture and
sdle thereof in all proper ways,” and
it was ruled that the drinking of un-
fermented grape juice, apple juice or
any other fruit juice that.might pos-
ferment was just as much a
of the pledge as the drink-
ng Bourbon Whisky
Brandy. But, where are the Good
Templars now?  Where are the
Sons?, Where are all:the other so-
cailed Societies? Echo
They are all
1 est, the modern male and female
Annihilationists having put
the prohibition

m-
them-

sib.
bre
r of

an
non
Alcohol

I their eggs into
basket!
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y in China, writing to
hurchman in/ reference
the elements used ‘in celebrating
the Lord's Supper, points out the fact
t bread nor wine (the
grape) an article of
ry food in Chin Both are
ntially western and to the Chin-
thoroughly foreign. With them
rice is* thy ff .of life, while wine
has no associations with the life of
the people jand can convey no relig-
ious idea o them., He says: “Tea is
universal drink of China, and I
that' we might
lessed Epcharistic
o uhstances  of the
Chinese by substititing a cake made
of rice bread awd tea for wine.
y . he adds, “looks like a
ty of the Sacred Ordin-
but is it not our boast and our
¥ Christianity in all its
s and  applications  cany be
d to meet the nts of every

n under heaven

To rice bre
a4 cake, 18 seems to me, there could
be no valid ol ion whatever, bread
in that form being far nearer like
that used at the, original institution
than is leavened wheat bread gener-
ally used for the purpose by Protes-
tant Christians how. There are no
directions given to either ‘the
d to be used or the wine to be
'he latter might be red or
sweet or sour, fermented or
ented. e read: ‘““‘As they
were eating, Jesus took bread”’—that
is, he took of the food already on the
table, which bad not been procured
by his order especially for the pur-
pose. The point was that, as mater-
ial meat and drink are ‘necessary for
the nourishment and strength of the
material body, so spiritual meat and
drink

vrdi

perfe
anc
lory t
teach
a

b
used.

body; and this spiritaal food was his
human body which he was about to
rive for the life of the world. (John
6:51).  So he directed them: “As
often as ye do this"—that is, as often
ax ye partake of material meat and
drink together—*“this do in remem-
brance of me.” Now why not water,
or even tea, when w is not the
customary drink as it was then and
s now in Palestine Can  anyone
give & good reason why water, at
least may not be used where it is the
customary drink and when the “fruit
of the vine” cannot be had? :
MARCH 15, 1908.

k, that is the

Is it Sinful to Drink

£ it is to Drink

i

a  Religious
on at all?  What the great
Methodist Church has to say about
it |
Is it sinful to drink wine? or beer?

a beverage?—as we drink water-
and milk, tea, coffee, lemonade, soda
wate! i
ilar drinks? Is it a sin as murder,
adultery, theft and covetousness are

ins? St. John says, “Sin i
trans ion of \the law” (L. John

). Paul says," “Where* no law is
there no tran: ' (Rom. 4:15),
and ‘again, “Sin is not imputed where
there is no law.” Now where is the

aw forbidding all men to drink wine?
Ther: nene. |

s
plad unrighteousness | is
0’ (L John 5:17) and, it is not right
to drink wine. To which I answer,
if it be wrong to drink wine and, all
wrong'is sin, what is that but to
charge. our Lord and his apostles with
in? He certainly made a large
quantity of wine. “Good wine.”—
better than) that which had alreagdy
been used (John ), and |he
himself witnesséd that all men in that
day regarded old wine as being bpt-
ter than new (Luke 5:39). n,
he ate and drank with publicans and
sinners, and was called a “wine
er.”” And; to illustrate the point jno
further, at the passover he, togetiher
with his ‘twelve apostles, drank |in
March or, April winé made
gxapes which had been gathered
months before and therefore certal
Iy had fermented. |
Again, T ask:-Is it a sin to drink
as a beverage, brandy, rum, 3
gin or any other similar distilled spir-
And I answer unhes-
itatingly to my.own question, yes, |it
i i sin o e most heinolis
If I am

e asked, “Where |is
the law of God against it which c

stitutes it a sin?” I answer, not jn
the Bible, becauga the canon tz“
scripture was closed long before the

that “All

ix
n-

re-|art of\ distilling was invented. The

law of God against strohg alcs
drinks is writ large ih the book pf
nature and in characters so pl
that a ing man’though a fi

same year e
luhItﬂ’h._N

An all-wise &

cannot misunderstand them.

Next to water there is no natul
beverage so plentiful on the earth
wine; and by wine I mean the pi
out juices of different fruits,

S, rTies, currants, ef
harce the fruit of the vin|
reator, foreseeing
bas implanted in #ll suh fruits

i
madein the form of

are necessary for the nourish- |
ment and strength of the spiritual °

r and a dozen and one other sim-

mind and great ve
m nd K

ose.
T

(form of a

or more
than 10 per cent of alcobol be pro-
duced in any liquor by natural fer.
mentation. As soon a# the alcoholic
strength reaches 10 per cent |fermen-
tation stops, spontaneously, as it ha,
begun spontaneously. God’s law in
nature is this: Beverages for man’s
use shall never contain more than 10
per cent of alcohol, at the very most.
there is another of God's
nature, which, a ght !§
exppeted, exa corroborates  th;
one"—in fact one is the complement
of the cther. It 1s the law which
governs the a
t sto

mach. In the winter
Dr.- Richardson—after-

Ward

wards Sir Be
son—delivered
tor L

Arts,

ectures re the S,

London. In one of ti
proved conclusively, b
pparatus and experiments, that
¢ naturally fermented bever-
ages as pure and beer, are at
fter entering the
human N tilled spintuous
liquors are never so. Vhen a man
takes a drink of strong whisky it
X " as it goes down his throat;
it gets into his stomach f
time he feels a “burning” sensatidy.
It does actually burn him by drawing
water and moisture from every part
of his anatomy with which it comes
. and it will not pass out
t and milates
until sorbed enough er
to bring/ the alcoholic percentage
down toithe limit of its production
by natural fermentation. Hence, I
Ay 1t is a sin to ‘drink brandy, rum,
gin and whisky, but it is not neces-
sarily a sin to_drink naturally f
m hevera if ™t be done
the fear of God and with due tem-

perance and moderation.

present prohibition prop-
ag have gone to work on the
principle that all liquors containing
alcohol are cqually pernicious, and
that it is equally & sin to drink any
of them 0, some go so far, us to
regard a habitual drinker of wine or
beer as being a greater sinner than
spasmodic drinker of rum or
y, even if the latter does occas-
sionally get drunk. Moreover the
whole “question is made a religious
and although the Great Head of
the Church himgelf affirmed that it is
goeth into the mouth
man’ (Matt. 15:11) the
co-Christianity of the present day
is affirming just the contrary. Every-
where we are hearing from pulpitecrs
the new dogma -that “Drink is the
cause of all our woes; get rid of the
drink, prohibit men from putting the
drink into their mouths and all ‘de-
filement’ will cease.”  And
vet we read, kingdom of God

is not meat and drink” (Rom. 14:17). '}

Amongd the churches chief in pro-
moting the policy of cocrcion, and in
clamoring for a system of something
like the old dragonades to enforeo
whic¢h shall ‘make

I am sorr s seen the

Methodis . which. until
now has been always pre-eminent in
getting at men’s hearts first in order
that it might afterwards influence
their live: but which is now seen
giving most of its attention to wash-
ing the outside of the cup and plat-
ter:  If this church were only thus

sciplining its own members there
would be little room for criticism,
but what right has it to go outside
of its own borders and
secular or  laws
“them that are without” to do-as it
does in matters of mere meat an
drink? If the Christians who keep
Lent were but to combine and get
laws d_prohibiting the killing of
cattle and the traffic in meat during
but 40 days of the year, there would
be a pretty how-dy-do about it. But,
is not the enforcement of laws pre.
venting a man from getting a glass of
beer with hisdinner the same in prin-
ciple and so much the worse as it

continues all the year round?
But cven the Methodists did not
vee of tyranny all

them more
get there, In 1739,
v organ the “first
Methodist societics, the general rules
barred only rituous liqors,” and
that * ases of extreme ne

s was said  about
spirituous liquors”

that is bratidy,

te

wine and beer;
then meant spirit
rum, gin and whisky. That wine was
not included in the general rules,
which are a part of the constitution
of the M church today, I @il
prove by a little historical incident:
Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady
was thor of “Historic Calvinism of
the Church of Engl " and a num-
ber of polemic. s on the Cal-
vinistic side of controversy with
John Wesley and other lights on the
de of Arminian Methadism. He wu
also author of the well-known bymn,
“Rock of Ages
Rev. Themas Olivers was ore of
Wesley’s most eminent ministers—in
fact, his- right-hand man, havi
charge of the society's printin
partment and publishing the Armi
ian - Magazine “A man of robust
satility of tal-
He was also a hymnologist,
the noble - hymn

ents
being author of
called *“Leoni,”
of Abrah’'m Prai
These two
often in print and
other unmercifully. Early in 1773,
that is 34 years after the general
been adoptedd and there-
fore when their scope and intention
were well understood, Mr. Toplady
was passing by the “Foundry’-—the
headquarters of Methodism ~then—
when it occurred to him that he had
then an opportunity of purchasing a
copy of Mr. Wesley’s last printed
journal. “So he went into what was
called the book room for that pyr-
Toplady tells of what occurred
e was there in a letter to
Rev. s " which occupies four

pages in his  works. ndon,
Cornish, 1849, pp. 840-844. Toplady
and Oliver here met for the first and
last time. Thev got along very well
together, although neither spared the
other. The interview is put in the
islogue. [ extract just

enough for my purpose, thus:
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Here

oX the general
beverages” of
the “special advices” become “intoxi-
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defined. We khow, howe
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that in
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