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entirely. absent. They resemble the boy whom Dickens
said had seen “life,” ddding that he had looked at it
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through the dirty windnwF of a saloon.
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.CO-OPERATION—WHERE ART THQU ?

_ Residents who live in the territory which Birmingham *

desired to annex at Monday’s special election in no uncer- .
tain tones have signified their intention to remain as they -
are. And thus we ue‘hopv ‘each individual in this counﬂ'y
is given full protection for his own oplnlm on.a'm
Seriously speaking, it is really too bad that the elec<
tion did ‘not receive the major support of all concerned.
! The propesition had real merits, and its acceptance would
not have worked a ‘hardship upon any person concerned,
- we believe. Both Birmingh and the sur ding terri-
“tory is going to witness a rapid growth, and wnll demand
many public conveniences and comforts.
Birmingham, of course, will be able
things because it is an incorporated municij
certain powers of legislation. The adjacen!
in the future (as it has in the past and does now) look to
Birmingham for sewers,” water, police and fire protection.
It is not .unreasonable to presume that Birmingham can
extend itd own comforts and conveniences a good deal-
better if real co-operation exists between |itself and the
adjacent territory. And the acceptance of last Monday's
annexation proposition, which would enab‘e Birmingham
to get more water, would have been a mighty fine expres.
sion of the outside residents| appreciation of-what Blrm-
ingham has done in the past. | ! o
The viltage commlssmn,{ still bent on obtaining an
. adequate, water supply, will hold another ¢lection on the
question“of annexation, perhaps late in November or early
in Decémber of this year. Undoubtedly, the plan will
meet with the approval of the voters. |
Most assuredly, it should! v
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The passage of the new village ordinance prohibiting
the burning of waste paper and other combustible rubbish
within the fire limits of Birmingham is a splendid safe-
guard ‘for the well-being of Birmingham| life and pro-
perty. The v Fugc commission deserves, a good deal of
gratitude fromilocal residents for the passage of the new
ordinance, whith is but one of many constructive acts on
the part of the present personnel of Birmingham's law-
makers. I’
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The law should be lo?®d a little because it is felt to
be just; feared, a little becduse it is sévere; hated a little
because it is toja certain degree out of *ympathx with the
prevalent temper of the day; and respected because it is
.felt to be a necessity.-——~Emile Fourget.
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A REAL TEST OF CITIZENSHIP

From now until September 9 the people of Birming-
ham and vicinity, along with the rest of Michigan, will be
given ‘a chance to study thé merits of the various candi-

. dates who will=-by printed and spoken word—endeavor
to endear th to an often fickle constitutency.
From Governor to coroner, offices will have to be filled
when the peopl# vote. Regardless of how you cast your
ballot, you ought to attend the polls. The call of the -
ballot box is just as much of an American institution as
the call to arms in time of war. And the wise response to
the ballot box will (and is the only thing that will) often
prevent an impending war. It is, indeed, easy to live up
to the exactions of printed legislation; it is no great credit
to keep out of jail; most of us always spend our lives out-
side of the confines of prisons. But the man or woman
really. worthwhile is the one whojlives up to a MORAL
law—and a count of election ballots often discloses how
few who do accomplish this. The RIGHT things that we
do with only our conscience to goad us on are the ONLY
things that count up in our favor as far as the big things of
life-are concerned.
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I'know the beds of Eastern princes, and the luxurious
eouches of Occidental plutocrats, but under the rafters of
a farmhouse, where the mud-wasp’s nest answers for a

" ! o more good
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. REALISM VS. ROMANTICISM weather for the past week but for (oo

The average person’s judgment of any piece of fiction
depends latgely upon what has entered into his own ex-
perience. - If a story presents unfair types, or abounds in
séntiment foreign to his ideals, he often brands it as “un-
true to life.” .But “life” displayn an extensive and varied
panorama.
A “realistic” novel or a “roma(mc" novel may be
“true to life” or otherwise, depending upon the author’s
knowledge “and skill in applying theory to -practice.
Realism and Romanticism are like two well-known schdols
of medicine—they uqunplhh- the same, results in dif-
_ ferent ways. If we relied solely upon the;mental concep.’
" tion implied by the wordl. we would pm.igg as a wholé,
pnlor “realism.” To call a story “romantic,
h not. nwl.y to label it as un-human.

In di }bp relative' merits of th, two schools, it
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urthermord, even.a hypocrite is not only i
what he “is”"—as the| rdalists describe him;.he is also !
what we think him to be. o
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When I am all alone—pwny from all turmoil and the hum |
Of striving in the noisy world to gain a level, where I can, |
With undimmed eye, sca the vast area of lifo— |
When, in this solitude |with naught but sacred musings to |
. console |
| My bruised and scarred and tortured mner«elt
| When I can, with the sublime brush of Truth, paint
| In the mind’s eye, pictures rare—and, gazing,
| I am comforted and soothed-—
Who says that I am not quite close to God?
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If I were weary from my daily toil, and wandered home |
And sat beside the hearth, and dreamed a dream of holi- |
| - |
And good and, if my eart so heavy just before, should |
In some mystlc way b gm to throb and ‘urge wnthm my

Telephone 7011-F2
JOHN DUNN

And my eye should behold in everything I see,
Perfection and a serene harmony— l
Am I not quite close to God? v

And so I seek the solitude; there are so many
Varied creeds so many different kinds of men

|
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And, in the shelter an{"xe«luﬂmn of my soul I turn
And—Lo, God comes to me
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