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AN OPEN MIND.

There ure people who cpunsel
others to avoid “trite” sayingh, and
then prove their own originality by
extolling the virtue of “am open
mind”. Actually no one but an idiot
possesses such a thing.
mind is like an open.door—there
might as well be no door.

©  Obviously there aré many “bull
headed” individuals in this world of
- paradoxes. It is certain that when a
man holds tenaciously to an opiion
in the face of ap opposing majority
he is either firm or obstinate—but
which?, He- may be blind or he may

A truly open®

UL

v

see farther than the multitude. In
either case he will -probably be dub-
bed “a stubborn fool®".
Our ra(xu! cakness if in ln bving
too implicitly in the correctness of
majorities. We that there
are few great teachers and that the
tiny minority - of is likely to,
become the great majority of to-
morrow.  Such maxims as “a wise
man sometintes’ changes his mind,
ete.” will work little harm since
there are few (jf any) who do not
fn the. course of a lifetime change th¢ hammering, of course
their views occasionally. Vet the 4 a g Al visited
maxim errs in supposing a change of . \ith friends and relatives at Linden,
ideas essential to wisdom, for there gver Sunday .

are riddles of ¢thics extant that will
be quarreled over eternally with no
hope of solution. . Alse tha building
of an opinion is a marvellous pro-
cess invisible to-all save he who de-
velops it. Who is to say then. that
he is a fool for defending it? *
An always_open mind is as mich

a mistake as an always open door }

or mouth. It would be better to say
“an intelligent mind” which can con-
trol the thoughts that enter or leave
it. It is no crime to be steadfast
in an ideal: World history
us that our greatest personages were
those who had an opinion and got
out and fought for it.

shows

ECCENTRICITIES .

A small Birmingham boy upon re-
!nrmm{ home from Sunday school

said, other, at Sunday school
hther sings ‘We shall see the King
‘when he comes home h
~doesp't say anything more about it.

“You seem pretty proud because
you gave twenty-five cents to the
Red Cross fund.”

“Yassuh. Talk lbout vlum yoh bit!
1 jus’ done my two bi

Dave Bell says ‘it duuul take a

penetrating gaze to see through a
lot of peaple.
Dumbell Dora Thinks That:
When a salesman says, “May

!
serve you?" he’s inviting her to eat."

Polychrome is the name of a bird

+The “Better Homes”, movement is
a new dance.

“Three rooms furnished complete
for $300” means furnished | with
furniture,

Sheraton is the name of a wine
A parchment shade is a new ¢

Adam furniture should have a Bg
leaf decoration.
Furniture finishers are. the men
who deliver it.
art of

Interior decoration is the
filling teeth with gold.

hey call lhem installments
cause 3U's so easy to stall 'em off.

be-

Leo Prue says a telephone pole
never hits an automobile except in
self-defen

lot of “birds”
“hard boiled” are un]) “half bak-

ed” or partly “stewed."
] The postoffice says the average
Mman gets 112 letters a year. Not if

he pays his bill

A Birmingham man reports
balism existing in_the city. Several
people a to be living on others.

The (’ruuhh' with lot of gay
~ young anglers along the banks of the
matrimonial pool is that they can't
tell the difference between the bite
of a crawdad and a rainbow trout,”
sermonizes Jim Hassberger. At that,
there might be some difference of
opinion“as to who bite

FROM THE .CC NTR CCOLUMNS

Forty.| louv Yea Ago

. James Redow is a young man who
lives not more than a mile from Birm-
ingham. *He was not at the masquer-
ade on the th. This is the second
dance that he missed since he cut his
teeth. The first dance that he had
wax the St. Vitus dance at home,
all he could attend at once.
y he missed beirg on hand
Friday night was this wise. James
bet two shillings with his father that
he could mask and the old ‘man would
not recognize him. Now, Jamesy, at
different times, had worn all of Des-
sart’s suits from a feathered legged
rooster to a Pawnee chief, and was
laid up for thyee weeks by wearing'
a cook stove and four lengths of pipe,
depresenting in that way lhe Iron In.
terests of the Countr; he old man
recognized him every ume. How-
ever, he sai nothing about the bet
until the old ‘man.had forgotten it.
The night before the masquerade ht
rigged himself up like a robber*and
waited in the barn until all had re-
tired, then he walked forth like a
small armory. made a great poise get-|
ting in the back window. ‘l'h ‘old
man lost the Het, he let t him
with a doublk bnrrtl Rum, Illling his.
legs with e was not able
to rige an npl.ln but faintly whis.
pered that it was James. It wa:
#nall boom for the doctors plckmu
out shot by the day.

Fred Peck returned home Wednes-
duy after a tour through almost every '
country on this hem sphere.

Tom Lockman’
auction last -

_ Rean.s for $1,005.

¥

to. Morrell R
W, H. Camp did

h
“who think they

- the result of the investigation unde

George Shutes has returned frbm
Kengucky -and the neighboring states
where he has been traveling in the
interests of D. M. Ferny Co., seed
men, Detroit.

Twenty-five Years Ago "

said that a Michigan min, a
, has invented a contributitn
bell attachments. When
& penny is dropped, it rings feébly;
a nickel makes )( a little louder, and
a dollar, calls out a fir dupurtnwnl
and a brass band, two blocks down
the street. . i

Last week, Monday night, while re-
turning from’ school, Emily - Walker
had the misfortune to freeze her
cheeks and ear.

"W. A. Dennison and wife, with a
few friends on Jan. 31 celebrated the
81st anniversary’ of Mr. Depnison’s
birthday. .

Pnrish vs. John Kurshel and
Geo. Beekman, Debt. It appears
that John..Kurshel replevirted from
William Parish about 400 bushels of
wheat in 1897. At that tinie he ppve
a bond of indemnity to Parish for
$500. he suit was tried in Decem-
berp 1897, and Parish recovered a
judgment against Kurshel for $500
and this suit is brought against Beek-
man, who was'on the bond, to re-
cover the damages and costs in the
replevi” suit.

Ell
friend,

W

Brooks ‘of Denver and his
George F. Doane. of Carbon,
Vyo,, are | the guests of Eugene
Brooks and’ family.  Mr. Brooks will
stay a while but Mr. Doane will pro.
ceed to Boston on a business and
pleasure trip. :

“Thomas L. Hanna, who starts to-
morrow night for the Klondyke, gets
a good send-off. An informal re-
ception Was held in the parlors of the
Presbyterian chirch last Friday
ning. The most intimate friends
were not satisfied with. the church
eception and consequently Tuesday
evening of this we
wis tendered him by Miss
Young, at her home on Pierce street.
Last, but not leist, was the final far

able to all purticipants and Tom was
ted to the end of the chapter.

PRESS PICKIN(.S

Setter mail delivery has been re-
ported by Royal Oak business men

taken there by John B. h\mk;mh-,
assistant_superintendent of the divic
ails in the Detroit postoffices

of which Royal Oak is a branch.
investigation was undertake the
the Royal Oak Chamber of
Commerce, which asked if it could
not be made possible to kep up the

schedule luid down.
Rev. A. Eugene Bartlett, pastor uf
the First Congregational Church of

Pontiac, will giv address on
“Lincoln and His Folks” before the
high school students of Rochester
Monday afternoon, Feb. 12

Rehearsals have begun for the play
“A Southern Cinderella,” which is to
be given Thursday «vening, March 1, |

the First Presbyterian  church, |
Holly, under the auspices of the 1»‘
dies

The first mcuung of the Oxford .

Commercial Club jn over two years
was, hel the new parlors of the|-
Oxford Savings Bank in this village
Tuesday evening. There were just|
enough members present to form a
quorum. It was decided to "start
anew and begin with a_clean slate.
New; officers were elect

Most of the force at the Redford
postoffice are sick and Redford|
people are having some difficulty
Betting their mail delivered.

. The Oakland Counl Red Cross|
gave an exhibition at the high school
natatorium,
ening. Many people
county villages attended.
of rescue work were demonstrated by
Pontiae swimmers..

The new Masonic temple which
Hoyll Olk Mmm are to erect on the
street, between

[Fourth and’ Fifth straets expected
to become a reality th Krinz. The
building committee, wi has been
working quietly but steadily, has sent |
the plans and specifications to a num-

farm was sold at|ber of contractors and asked them to| 7 water.

submit bids immediately on the con-
struction of the foundation.

The

Faller—Where have you been,
Nmmy? B
Jimmy—Down town

Father—Not by yourself¥
Jimmy—No. father. There were.a

Wt of other people there.

SHOWED SPEED-

Judge—How near were you to the
séene of the crime?

Witness—Your honor, .when the first
shot was fired I was about six feet
ffom the man.

Judge—Six feet? And how fir were
you away when the second shot wus
fired?

Witness—Well, can't
but nearly half a mile.

N TINY FOOT

say exactly.

She—What do you mean by telling

you had & large fortuner
He—Wellait's not <o but 1t will

Lok big beside your

CANINE WAGGERY
Editor—That fellow hounds me to
|

THE ONLY WAY

Mr. 8nall—F tell you In these days

of high rents one live in
own home

Lace From Pineapple Leaves. |

some of the fnewt ‘ce 10 the world |
1s made by the women of the Phil

pine Islands from sirong. silky her

obtalned from plnenpple lenses
Full of Trouble.
The Tramp (at the back door)—

Lady, will you please g.ve me a glags
F'm o terribly hungry that |
1 don’t peilly know where to spend the
urls Le Wire,

* | concerted action -

| the top of the b

| mdapted to the geneal requir

ARRANGE TO PULL TOGETHER

Citizens of Kansas City, Kan,\Pool
All Interests for the Benefit of
the Community.

improvement ussoc{a-

' City, Kan., are going
it ik tank D a big.way.  The g
soclations represent urany scparate disy

tricts of the city ; each has been pull-
ing for this or that lmprovement here |
und there. Thie result has not been

sutistactory ; It has consisted of a lit-
tle patehing up of different sections in

a haphazard fashion.

Noyw the assoclutions propose to
move fogether. They demonstrated
thelr ubility to copperate when u per-

munent orgunization of officers of ull
the budies was formed.  The |
pooling of Interests; u united pull to
secure benefits, not on one street, not
In a district of'a blocks,

W squan

but for the entire city. 1t ix realized
Uit un immense undertaking, such us
e clvies conter, ix properly a clty.
whde affulr, and that-1f success s to

come i xuch un eifort there must be
~Kunsas City Star.

WARNS OF RAILWAY CROSSING

Detroit Has A’G;;‘:a Sighal With

Three Lights, Which Differs
From Other Signs.

To At night that

a rullway cross

warn motorists

This Street Signal Has the Usual
Large Red Giobe and Two Addi.
tional Smaller Red Lights Near the
Base, to Indicate a Railway Croy
ing.

boulevard intersection, a spectal street
signul is now being tried out in De
troit, Mick.  The usual large red
globe Ix supported some distunce above
W mmssive cone buse, while
se there are two u,

3

. |
Form
your own opinion of thel‘
quality of printing we turn
out by looking over the |
samples we will be glad to
show you. There is noth-‘

ing in this line that we!
can't do to your
entire satis-
‘faction. High-|
class printing

TELL ITT TO US

Every week the Society Edi-
tor of the ECCENTRIC spends

three days in calling up local
and nearby people to obtain.
news items. "This is but one of

the many distinct services that
“Your Home Town Newspaper”
renders subscribers “each of
ifty-two weeks of every

So, Mr. and Mys. Reader,
when your telephone rings next
_week and each week the;
and a i

munity it serves by’ giving her
any items that you may know? |
We thank you.

PEOPLE OF OUR TOWN

NOW, BILL, NOU Kiow 0 ke S

The Helpless\ Hubby 1s trying to
Duck out of Soipething he Hates to
Do by Dragging h{s Wife Into it. He,

her an . ANbI for E\Prylhln(,
fmm his Failure ty Make a Million,
to Dodging unpleasant Dutles, and
thus acquires an Undeserved Reputa-|
tlon for belng Hehpecked. This
Shifty Guy is a l)lr’c(\ DelC.ndln! of
Adam.

Australian Gold
It was In 1851, two y after the
fnding of gald In Callforniy, that the
precious metil was discoverdd In Aus-

Art the Universal Balm.
What 1s thie best thing to do when
you are:miseral je?

Town Mas Biggest Dance Hal,
The town of Douglas, In the ‘Islé of

Man. honsts of having the largest and | consoler for all The best produe-
most comprehensive pluce of amuse | tions of art—the finest plctures,
ment In the world. One of its chief | dramas, bovks and music—are the

feturex is u dunce hall capable of ac | work of those who have suffered. You
commodating a thotsynd couples at
one- time. of all’|s acttyity.

dolng something.

Keep ‘going, keep

Resounding Laudation.

If you want to heyr yourself pralsed,
k0 somewhere Where there's a good
echo and talk-Byston T rlnurlpr

—

EVERY WH

RYZON

BAKING POWDER

You use /e

Kick of -the Mu

A mule lives only about tiirty-five

or forty years but every year:h
Kick ‘In 1t.— York Herald

~Everything back
 but the Dirt

OUR WAGONS ARE IN BIRMINGHAM

TUESDAY, THURSDAY and SATURDAY
The Pontiac Laundry Co.

" "The Soft Water Layndry,
30-32-34 Patterson Stree!

PHONE PONTIAC 347 or 1200 -

You AII En|0y the Eleclrlcally
Prepared Breakfast

We emphasize “all”——because, w1th
~.  electrical \appliances on the table,

' running back and forth to the kltchen
for fresh toast or 'hot coffee is no . -
longer necessary.

The -electric percolatdr makes the
coffee uniformly pel'fect-evew
.morning.

The Electric Toaster browns the toast'
as you watch it—at your elbow.

The second cup of ‘coffee and the
second piece of toast will be just as’
perfect as the first.

The Detroit Edison'Cb.

BETTER THAN EVER

Peerless Ice Cream

COBB'S, “BILLY'S PALACE OF SWEETS,” . BAILEY'S,
SWEET SHOP, TEMPLE GROCERY, AND UPPER'S

GRAY

Manufactured by

Blrmmgham Creamery & Ice Mfg. Co.

420 EAST MAPLE
Phone 33

“Patronize a Birmingham-Made Product™

trulia.  In 66 years two and\ong-half
billiorts of 98 per cent pure gd were
produced there, \ ) O
| o F 7 BTl bLE P MY ) : : C
o sunirs s ||+ . The Bank of Personal Service . .
o.Suthbound  Limited—(exeept Bunday), . ‘ .
PONTIAC S2SiinGs BANK

n
Northbound Localo—s.
6:50 am., a.

PONTIAC .. ulcmqlm

Cnpxhl One Million Dolhn

THE LARGEST BANK IN OAKLAND COUNTY

ditional swaller red lights.—Popglar

Mechunics.

Own Your Home.

Calvin Coolidge, In connection with
the “Better Homes In America” cam
pulgn, suys:

“It Ix of so lttle avail to assert that
there Is an inherent right to own prop.
erty unless there I un open apportu
nity that this right may be enjoyed in
a fafr degree by all hut which s
referred to In such cri I terms us
capitalism not -prevall unless It s
nis

Unless It he of the peaple, it will ceas
to have apluce under our institutions,
even as slavery censed.
“It Is thme to demonstrate more ef-
fectively thut _property ix of the peo
e. It Is tline to trunsfer som
t have |

the wpprobation and effort t
gone 1nto the bullding of public works
to the building, ornamenting and |
owning of private homes by the people
At large—nttractive, worthy, perma-
nent Nomes.”

Quick Action of Planist.
‘Anexpert planist bas to cultivate
his eye so 1o see 1000 notes or
slgns In A winute, w his fngers
muke a1 leust 2000 movewents in the
sumie spu e. |

Art 1s the great.

can soothe your soul In art, and best .



