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PROLOGUE
1—

December, 1018, |

In. the month

and on the very day that a British

cavalry division marched into Colozn
with flags 1y
ax the conqu

rors of a beaten nation,

the tlotel Natlog

a letter. lts con
tents appeared to puzzle him some-
what, for having read it twice he

pg the bell on his desk to s
ey, Almost  dmmedlately

v
his  sceret

the door opened, and a young French |

girl eamte Into the roou.

“Monsieur rung )

“Huve we ever bad staying tn (1
hotel a man called e Comte de Gu:
He leaned b I his chair and
looked at Lier throigh hls plucencz,

The sccretary thqught for a- mo-
ment and then shook her head. “Not
as far as | ean remember,” she said.

“Do we know anything about him
Has Le ever fed here, or taken a pri-
vute room?" ‘

“Not that I know of.”

The muunger handed her the letter,
and wuited In silence until she Tad
read 1t.

“It seems on the face of It a pecu-
lar request fronf an unknown man,
he ren 1 as she L g

d it down, “a
dinner of four, covers: no expense to
Wines specitied und if
d. A private

be spa
ot in hotel jo be obtain

room at half-past seven sharp. Guests

short silenc

The wger  thipped  his

gecth with his pen +houghtfully. “Buf
i by any_ chauee it was, would
prove an expensive ope for us. 1

wish I
Guy is.

He took off his pincenes und
thew on the desk In - front of

W

once.”
Whatever: may
ager's mislyi
not shared-hy th
teft the officé after < his in
! structions. War and ~Imrl rations
i not been “conducive to

sphe
proposed ent nment secined to him
to contnin consideruble propiise.

And 5o at about tventy mincres
past seven the maitre d'hotel wi
hovering around the hall-porter, the
manager was hovering round the
maltre d'hotel, and the secretasy was
hovering around both. At five-and-
"uemy minutes past the first guest
arrived. .

He was a peculfar-looking man,’ tn
a blg fur toat, reminding ove | irre-
sistibly of a codfish

“1 wish to be taken to Ioom |X."
“The French secretary stiffened inyol-
untarily as the maltre d'hotel stepped
ohsequinusly farward. ~ Cosmopolitan
s the hotel was, even now she could
never hiear German spoken Without“ap
inward shudder of digust.

A Boche.

Almost fumediately afterward  the
second and third members of the pu
iy arrived. They did not come togetli-
er, and what seemed pecullar to the
manager was that they were evidently
strangers to one another, .

The eading onc—a tall gaudt man
with n ragged beard and a’ pair of
plereing eyes—asked in a nasal dnd by
o mexns an indudible tone for Room
X, Ax he spoke a little fat man who
was standing just behind him started
percepiibly, and shot a birdlike glance
at the speaker.

Then .in_ execrable’ French he top
ked for Room X.

“He's not ch sald the
tary excitedly to the manager,
last one was another Boche.”

The munager thoughtfully  twirled
bis pince-nez between his fingers,

“Two Germans and an -American.”
Herlooked a little appreliensive. “Let
us hope the dinner will uppease every-
body. Otherwise—

But whatever fears he might have
with regard ‘to the furni-

asl

o
rhat

of t the surgical
‘Women are nof o
or growths,

ture in Room. X, they were not des:
tined to he uttered. Fven as he spoke
the door ugaln xwung open, and a man
with a thick white searf around bl
neck, so pulled up as almost com-
pletely 40 cover his face, came In. Al
that the manager could swear to as
gégurds the newcower's appearance
/wan n palr of deep-set, steel-gray eyes
fihy kecmed to bore through him.

“You got wry letter this morning ?*

“\raleur le Comte de Guy?" The

great men  de

not\send fool invit
|pnen\of international repute. Tt nin
Iml\nnt what form his ness tool
thene was| money in grentness, hi
wins their life,

untadvanced first (o the Am

\

e, Hocing, A helieve,” he
tharked 1IN English, holdin
Hand. “1 'yl'n gl y
| chme,

I| nd, while
1 with sudden interest. As the man
it the head of\the great American cot-
trust, worth more tri millions thin

‘el could count,

i respect. . .\
“That's me. Coubt™ returned the mil
liojalre tn lis mm\(\\un;.’, “1 am/in
terdsted to know to\shat L am indebt
ed for this invitation”

“All in good timé, Mr. Hockipg."”
[smiljd the host. “I have hopes ghat
the §inner will 1l in Yhat time gatis?
eru ly.”

{ -

Helturned to the tallek
Germns, who witheut his\cont geemned |
ke a codfish than ‘ever,
Steinemann, fs it fpt
time b spoke in German,

This

nd vands playing

le s

umon
mim dooils he turned 10 u“-

uess had never been 1 %0 poor “in"the
.| Ing is an Ame
After the coffee has been brought In, 1
o not wish to-be disturbed under any

- the count repeated the

sad that the atmosphere of the room | The gaunf Amer

e rezarding one another in hosglle
tered theyr| continy
¢ accord, transferred thelr sus-

while he looked at each one iy turn.

ould think who, this Comte de

|

Send the maltre d'hotel  to mwe  at|

partie | ess which T wishi fo discuss we | otie

warty luerative - business  in - hix |
and the whote sound of the |

until I)u unwound the (hhk white muf-
fler; then, with undisguised curiosity,

she murmured in disgost.|

“M'sleur le\Comte de Guy?”

beard, and In profje his face was aqui-

now o be a cold grey-hlue; the thick
brown bair, flecked si{ghtly with grey.

head. To even the most superficial o,
server the giver of the, feast was a
man of power; a man capuble of form-
Ing tostant decisions and \of carrylng

gh.

‘A ff 80 much was obvidus to the
superficial observer, |t was morb than
| obvious to the three men who ktood by
the fire watching him, Each
them, as he watched the host, réulized|

man whose into: est |n\ (idrn

'hn.' \ ount
b the lasg wember /bt thil pur
Thongh legs \vell

in the steel trade of Ce

ntlemen,” safd the Count,
“before wel sit do
perhaps be peimitigd o

of the worll
caged In a pecformarjee of unrivaled
stupldity. A I‘lr us pne ean Hl] that
performance b now/ over. o last
| thing T wish \to do Is to discpss the
Pwar—escept /iy so far as It cpncerns
our meoting hd 0

| n,/You two gentlemen

+the Count| smiled

are Germans. |l
slightly—"have |

tionality. Compjately cosmopolitan.
. Gentlemen, {hk war was whged by
idiots, and whieny Wots.get busy on
Iprge/sele, it 4 finle for clever men to
step/in. . . JThit Is the raison d*-
etré for this Nittle| dinner 1
elylm that we four mn are sufficiently
International fo be ible to disregard
Wy Stupld apd petty feelingy about
| fhis country gnd that yountry, and to
regard the warld outlook at the resent
moment from one poln\ of view and
one paint of view only—dur owp.”
- ! hoarse

chuekle,

“It will B& my obj
A fhe Count, "
to you thgt we hi mon point
of view. ¥ntil then—shall We merely
coucentrafe on a plous hope\ that the
Hotel Nationale will not ,.m\un us
with thelp food " \3

Thé next u
| opeped the dou
| down to] dine.

r dinner,”
ang prove

ve

ment thee head\ heaiter
\
nd the four o

Tt mupt be admitted that the, avprage | g
utntion on such gronds ,\. thase u
o

| nostexs{ de.irous of making a dtier o
succesy, would have been tilled, it
secret [dismay at the general .llll\(u
phere In the roon. The American, \n
4\|mul.lll|| Nis willions, - had
accungulate;

rusksy and Vichy wa
of lig eapaclty.

Horr Stelnemann was of the conmmon
order of German, to whom foofl s
sacrpd. He ate and drank enormojsly
and evidently considered that nothing
turther was required of him.

Von Gratz did his best to keep his
end up, but as he was apparently in a
chronic condition of * fear that the
gaunt American would assault b
wifh violence, he cannot be sald to
have contrlbuted much to the galety pr
the meal.

And so to the host must be glven
the credit that the dinner was a suc-
cgss. Without appearing to monopo-
lize the conversation he talked censé:

sfraln of talking to a hypocliondrincal
| Amertcan  and: (wo Germans—one
| greedy and the. othet frightened—is
donxlderuble; and the Count heaved an
‘l,mum sigh of rellef when the coffee
| 9 been handed round and the door
| losed behfud the walter. From now

\ the topic was the tople of money—/
‘ I

jmﬂ brilllant of conversationalists the|

he common hand of his three gues|

nd yet, s he carefully. cut ‘the ghd
1 0f his cigar, nnd realized that the gres
Dt the- other three were' fixed on /him
[‘xpm‘mnlh. he knew that the hyfdest
| part of the evening was in erK{ of
| him. Big financlers, In wummﬁ with
| Bl other people, are fonder of/ having
‘,rnom-y put into their pockets/than of
“mhlng it out. And that was/the very
{thing the Count proposed they should
do—in Inrge-quantities.
| “Gentlemen,” he n-umr?l. when his

lelgar wifs golng to his /satisfaction,
Fwe are alh men of busfiess, 1 sald
hefore ~dinner that 1 nsidered we
ere sufficlently big tg exclude any

. o
Nt he was|in the presence of ' great

ns 1o dihner 1o

out _ig
u minnaged mnuﬂ{ sutisfied.

\he was entltled [t

| snurled Herr Steinemann,

Y of the/ 1o | TS more of peace, we silould live

finance, vhn |

\

\
U to dinner, 1 may |
|

one to ennjure with. \

sy |a H
words of Yutrodnetion. The pations

hife recently. been en-
“tonight.  Mr, Hock-

no  nationality.  Or
rather, shatl 1 shy, 1 have every na- |

rowere the ln.m\n... war.

_propen)y, wil

lgssly and brilliantly. But to even the,

Jen with” whom they
o, and s
nen yfshe always hay been. shie 41
ways @il be. 1 have réasdn to by

Heve, $Ir. Hocking, that you pl\r\mlﬂl\

to nof love the Enghish?* \ \

“I guess 1 don't dée what my privatp

feelipgs have to dg/ with it.  But'if it

ol of aliy Interest to/the company you ary

corfect In your bele

d ot

e two Germans lioked ftf Fuwar s remarked the | American,

You cany assume anything you feel
[like. Lots 80 to the show-dow

Once again the Count nodded hls
head; ‘then he turned ‘to the two Ger-

nans
“Now you two gentlemen must nd

mif that your plans have miscarried
| somewhat. It was no part of your or-
|4&Inal programme that a British army

should occupy Cologne.
“The war was the act of a fool."

heaten those swine.

“And now—thay have beaten yon.”
od slightly, “Let us
admit that the war was the act of a
fool, if you like, but as men of busi- |
| ness we can only deal with the result

The Count s

The ‘result, gentlemen, as

concerns us. Both you gentlemen are

“I Will Return in Ten Minutes.
That Time You Will Have Dec
Ong Way or the on’«,' /\

sufficiently patriotic 19 resent g

ence of that army atl Cologne, /1

nglish. . .. But | am
appeal to finaneiers «

t propos-
your rej

sl 1. e

P
tons ran with gnd ot /...
- ghout to put 1,4.1..91- you—the o
feat of ¥ n..!nul o at wére
utter and comple

His voice sunk u f
his three . listéners dre

X

thiyough motives ¢f Fe

’:

"
pay.\ There L force In
whicly if it cAn b harnessed

to you

your own fnds.

s wy \propgsal. Not only will
tht cursed ¢gountry to the

but you Will taste pf power Such
as few men m. e tastefl before.
The Count «mu« D, bfs eyes uumnx
‘ﬁa 1—1 will do\t forf you."

He resumed by sept, and his/left
/(mml, slipping off\the table, béat a

ittoo o1 his knee,

rqnny of clever n
the money ne 1
He leaned forwar/in
glanced at the I ?m fages of his au-

dience. Then he Pegan ty spea

Ten minutes lafer he pashed
his chair,
here s my [proposal, a\pnn. wen
In a nutshell. [Wnforeseen \develop.

menty will douptless occur; '\l have

ed. What is yolir pnswer?” 1\
He yose ang stood with his back
to them by the fire, and for several

spentimg fife uz;rcﬂmlng th

minuted Do ong spake. Each man was
busy with hi§ own' thoughts, | and

showed |t in /his ‘r‘n particular way,
Comte dé Guy stared uuconcernedly at

om our minds.

Emm arbitrary natlopal

now to slightly
. He turned to
is right, who with

the war—
# but. thougt” the  Central

the fire, as | to the result
of their- thofights. | In his aftitude at

fre anontjor
Fmuny’s mign

00d." The Count nodded his head | the Count's
“I take it then that you!
| would not ve'averse to seeing England||
The ‘\.m-.‘ an shook the  profferdd | gow §

SIn a few

pres)
nave \
no doubt.  And you, Mr. Hockifig, have
1 sat | w0 love on personal [groundy for the

»ou't _think 1/““, proposing this
werefy. We

business mep, and revenge As only
r\h our \\‘hgl/"lbll pays. This will
England

nd led
resulf in milliorfs coming
It/ Is present now In
every Vatfon—ettered,  Inhrticulate,
It s /partly the
the \\lﬂ' that the’|
idiots hgve waged . . | Harness
that fofce, uvnlloln(‘m cofordinate it,

|c

| there that ghe councit
workmien’s deputies catie into beipg/
The Idea of setting up this institutio)

s Is our opiforfunity—tlie oppor-

is chair, and

|\l Soviet, whidh
| carried out on Degeml;

perse and excape If he

Therg Is o question winch odeurs to
nfe. Count, before I make up my min
ont ou ixposed to be

atter.  Are
little  more  con

Yourself? If we agree to conje in on
this bund, it's géing to cost big moriey.
I8 witho

The haudiing ¢f that wor
| sou

lihat 1 oo

mudn?’ 8
broke the stieace,
“(hne willion po

splitjup between you
you thay decide, and

ng i the

tive fury; and (e
thask which ha alinpe
mum-m\ the Count wifg ence
the suate, courteous Jost. He
stated hls terms frangly
sling} stated themyas on,
states them to
ney, to \\"IHXI time 1§ money nnd i

return In tyn
you will have
other.”

s )
Count mm.-.lx\.{ vard the door,

chled—one wa

/i

mann runed _hls\e)u to'
ce as Le f{urped dnd

fuir question, gentlemen,
and yet one which 1 regret T am’unable
1o answer. 1 would not insult| your in-
tellizence by gixing you the fictitious
\ddress of—a fictitious Count. Enough
1 whose livellbood fies
In other people’s pockets, As you say,
Mr. Hocking, it Is going to cost big /
horiey s but compared to the results
the costs will be a lea-bite.  You wilf
Dpve to trust me, even‘as 1 shall have
You will have to trugt

owln pocket. ... I shall have to trust
to pay me when the Job 1y tin-

“hat payment will | be/-how
Stetneman’s gutturat/ volce

2e sterling—to be
nooportion

pulld within
one month of completion of my work.
After|that the matter will/pass into
yoy leave that

ves glowed with a fierce,
/A8 if replace

1othef of the same Kid-

cision or: Lumn‘.. afout the mm. ana-

“Lwilt
fifnutes. By that time
¥ or the

Enter /Bull-Dog Drummond
.ld/'Phy}Hl nton.

Girl Thrilled Al*
f Consumption’

tly Age.

—
(‘nhv Darling, ond of the

ars old, and .}:
by /nw-mp.m,xm her
spjiring him to the effor

thrge y feail ph

ar her Island) home.,

withy passengs
d n crey of
a day in September,

was auido through the
hannel,\ and the  ship

red

furne islany rock
The mate \p of g
[ with one cahin passenger.
laway in n lifehoat. Tiw scre
the other survivors ' were h

rescued nine, and on & laterstrip

ralsed 0 huge subscription lst.

sumptlon. .
The First Soviet
The city ot

cer of . the [revolutlon. It

of the capital, urging them

m.| to formulate extreme,
nds. 1 ordered the urgest of )

A

feared that the. mjembe

ing them ~separatel
walted for the Soylv
the latter hesitated 1
were well founded,

1o wmeer,

hall of the onomle soclety,
members, 190 In
nd  arrested.

“dunt-Witte  In
 World's Work. :

that momenf he gave a true
to bis attifude on life, Accustomed
to play with great ytakes, he had Just
dealt the qards for|the most gigantic

gamble of/ his life.|. . . What matter

to the thrée men, who were looking at
the hands/he had glven them, that only
a magter [crininal rould have. con-
me} The only. ques-
pled| their minds was
whether [he could cgrry It through.

nality to rely on.
ly the A can removed the
from \ b mouth  and

To dream /of a sliver mine denctes
trouble whjch will be settled by the

sult. mine, health and Kappiness.
Copper wealfh, health and pros-
perity. /Lead .ming, unprofitable eni-

ploymefit., Tin mine, siander,

mine, /discavery of a frieudfs treach-

ery. /Coal thine, brilllant future.
ming, dishonar. ,

$40,000

[ herofues of  British \wurine bistory,

By wory undying fame when but gwenty

of savipg the
lifes of some pussenzeys on a ship
re ked in aterrific gale that ‘swept

/ th Forfarshire mn\-dl from | Hulf®
¥ r

I hgsnge
“1slpndsy

Here the gale whs ap its
and\the ship was sweply on| the

Gruce Durling. When her fathen les-
itated to launch thetr lifeboat on| the
heavy sea, she jumped Into it, and he
followed _her. On the first trip they

father saved four more. The Britijh
government gave her a money granf,
and the public, thrilled by, the stors,

ears later Grace Darling died of mn~

t. Petersburg, the tel-
lectual capital of the country, with \is |
large industrial pepulation was, natur-
ally enough, one of the chfef starn

(soviet)

Ay Durngvo
r/3. Durnovo
/‘ would dis-
urted arrest-
He therefore

do. Thelr fenrs
or au soon ns fhe

December 3 1o fhe

Il. were rounded jup

ve In a cottage I8 usuully plan-
& for the 'time  when It can bulld
house, J



