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He knew very well that what &he ||
bad said about his daughter and Jo-
ph Stagg was quite trus. In his self-
Ishness he had been glad all the,
| years that the hardware merchant was

balked of happiness.

The  carpenter had always been a |t

self-centered Individual, desirous of |
[ bis own comfort, and Father miscrly. |
1 He had not approved, In the first place, | e
of the Inthmaey between Joseph Stagg | o
| and hisx daughter Awanda,

“No goodll come o that,” he hao
told hiniself.
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not realized how

nd forth tn sub (m.«l tones. Thete | The Lorees oo rung-gharply over
was o e * ulr. | the stony path. Presently they capped
and started (lown lnto n
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brook moved mywteriously. He could |
see the smoke of It now.

Amanda Farlow and his nlece mizht
much stronger the even now be threatencd by the flames !
mell of smoke was than it had been | Now that danger threatened the
t breakfust time. Quite tovoluntarily | woman he had lov these years, it
e quickened his pace. | seemed us though N« midd and heart

The fog and smoke overcast the sky | were numbed. He was terrified be-
hickly and made It of a brassy color. | yond expression—terrified for her safe
ust us though a huge copper pot had ty, and terrified for fear, that some
overturned over the
at their doors, t

At the usual hour he started for The
‘orners for dinner. Having remained
n the store all the morning, he had |
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Couldn’t climb into & carringe to save
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to him, purporting to come from
Mundy. It was ull mean and vile: the
old man knew it now—ns he had

known it then,
Al these years he had tried to aga
el to the fire of his danahter's anger

azalnst Joo Staszg. A he believed

[ he had benetited 1 Bt
how, durinz the past aths, he |
[ had bezun to won alt, tthe

orth the eaty

Into
ery

the
oo,
1 cunp,
it lat nat
was no sign

re

“howas ml\‘-

ry us m*,.l,

o
the b
ol we
A
olyn Muy

poar

oo

-
‘lu Putlow tog th [

there,

Wi

CHAPTER XVI.
The Laurel to the Brave.
The hea man was like o
vizht in his With so many
hindred o
that, too, b
and The €

A Fainly the plice muet b
e Plunged Forward Leaped the Blaz ’\’X gt e e

ing Brand and Galloped Down the T/ " ‘0

R he had eain Road, child to be within
what Ananda Parlow’s riummit drove throush and says that = The UEEY
wmegnt to her. W ean’t git by on the main road, The did ot took as
Carolyn M fire's followed - the Weat | rishit ) ad been removed
tng her fri noand B betwtxt us s Adwms' from the bt Con out, e found
fdea of the turmaoll « « inother artic on the tareshoid—one
Mr. Parlow’s mind. | dwarg | of Amnnd®s st
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for Ju ey ped | rth
! that e Joe 1
there. | bver 1o that slove amain and
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Stage home 2 ° F el to think
Iy May into the woods with her .
the we she laaghinzly < glad e
Tim, the b had brausht e ottt et
nurse home hours nu e
ke her t pdy's cghin ® Just figt oo

Judy fs much |
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» dealer add

rolyn May \\Hn!u ’
| f d -“ Mr. Parlow would drive over ¢ to the lune toward the | = B8 T
| day afternoon the litd .
o0 'WI. home.  Of course, had Wt be so brash
| s earpenter, “He's
;p]ay a b]8 e |
riday even!
part [ters tn the big kit : went stralcht ahead
house were really at @ serfous pus ;
P | seph Stazg sat down to the n, 1. hat thers|
As a man bly without wppetite. A e ) Lot
ldrank one cup of tea after un bz door and <
eats | without putting a crumb between ber | irnessed o bis box
» lips.
3 h - | wSay, Aunty Roser demanded Mr. | Toether they backed the
SO 1S e. Stagg, “what under the sun did we do | tveen the sh fastencd the traces
[ before Haunan’ tro, il M. { quickly to uh-]_mm
| anyway? Se at and gathered cp the reins. o
| Aunty Ro he carpenter shouted af i
| to these que have a care drivin' Ch,
| In the moruing there was a smoky | Horse and buckboard whirled out of
a food for | fog over everything—a fog that the|the yard and his voice was lost to the
| sun did pot dissipate, and Lehind
body and_ "lhlch it looked like un gnor sut-
. | fron ball. |
br‘a|n | e Stagg weat down to the store a3 |y they rolled up the pike, not |,. the
| usual. News cume over the long-dis-| ion of the abandoned camp. Fore
| tance wires that thousunds of m.«: he did not seck to fake the
((bn'(:ams 'the | of woodland were burning, thiat the for- | o the cabin where
buildi est reserves were out, and that the fa 10d Carolyn Mas were
ilding phos- {[| 28T i W LT s Do and faron M
side of the mountain were cngaged 1o | ¢ v road turned
phates of the trying to muke a barrier over which \ the pike three miles
8!‘8]“) the flames would not leap. It was the | The Corpers.
consensus of opinlon, however, that| F lecks of foam began 1o appeas oa
| the fire would not cruss the range. | Cle
“Scarcely any chance of 1ts swoop- 'The air was very oppressive, and there )
' tng down on us” dectded Mr, Stugx. | was no breeze, e was a spring
“Reckon 1 won't have 20 g0 bome to| The streak of flame that na m. = o the bottem of |
| Blow fre furows lowed down the banks
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