* into a little den off the maiu apart

“ - than you now. plan,” I suggeste

I

|

The Pi'otector of

Tales of Resilivs Marvel, Guardian of Bank Treasure

Finance

again as | swiftly ran around the. cor
| nér and’ sought my ol focal point
Quplicate of my
professional friend. He was standing
I watched him put ou 8 pair
of hideous eye-obscuring gogsles and &
false mustache. Under this mask |
mbled the man he
However, the made-

f By WELDON. J.. COBB
[ THE DUPLICATE SECRET AGENT |
I - Y P T It o

HISN his otiice Stenogruph
wownced that Resillus -Murvel,
Inviaeible head of the famous

4 United Buakers' Protective us
sackalion, bad gowe W Kio Juneire, Bru

i, om & wecrel wad important mission,

1 emdted to mysell. it true that

secretary of the

msaciation -had attended to the duties
of the office. 1i wex alxo true (hat

Marvel’s bachelor quurters uptown

were closed and the shudes druwu. e

was w0 longer prescnt.at his mecus-

lowed haunts. L his favored fricod.
had not meea him since the Tuesduy
previous. Wor ull thut, I doibted if

e secret ugent and protector of the

city's banks wns one and_identical

with the Kesilius Marvel shose minor
office force supposed hiw (o be o thous
sand miles distant.

“Thé.more T rovived the tast occasion

- upon which | had ween him, the nmr‘)
certatn was 1 that my Informaut’ was
mistaken, and' some cue else “double-

(Il evohts progressed. Upon the ove
uing referred to | bad stralled over to
Marvel's room for a quizt smoke and
chat, to find him packing a grip

, call,” be anncunced briskly
“it's & briel jourcey, a- consultation
#ad & small fortune, this time.”

1 expressed my regret at losing his
company | represscd-my Intense cu
Hosity. He never wasted words to wo
parpose, never made untimely dis
closures.. When Lo got ready, or the
wingte was right, or time developed
the circumstances, I would be duly
appraised, 1 knew.

it down,” he directed, leading me

spent. “1 have something to tell you.'
'and he pointed to a sheet of tissue pa
per spread across a stand.

1 noted a nondescript assemblage of
some matches, what suggested shoe
scrapings, a little heap of hard black
agged, plece of parafline
plle of crisp rittle nshes
“{n the first place,” narrpted Marvel,
Tetter was slippod through the door
ot (nto my metal mal) box yesterday
evenlng, and 1 am unable {o determine
its contents. I plain words, a missive
Intended for me was destroyed * Some
one knew !t was coming to me, or had
arrived, and slid lighted nrtche:
through the slot until the letter
buroed up.” —_

“Just after noon today,” resumed
Marvet<'l had a visitor. He presented
a card which announced him to be
Semor Marco Valdez, a_business man
of Rio Janeiro, Brazil. He did not pre
possess me favorably from the start
in fact, he had not been with me more
~than two minutes before I traced an
uiterlor design In his miesion and
stralghtway lent myselt to bis leading
He had baited his trap with five thou
wsand dollars, and to his way of think
Ing-4 fell Into It-body and heels. There
was famlily troublg at. Rio seriou:
trouble with the various branches ot
the Valdez famlly, rich as It was, pow
erful as 1t always had been. Daukers
attlemen, exposters, thelr family In
terests were (n peril from a circum
ctance of which | would be apprised
when | reached Rio—with sealed
structions, mind you; for, although he
had traveled far to e
suggestion ot the president of a New
York bank, he must leave an explana
as to how and why my services
required tg his brother, Colone!
-Véidez; of Rio Janelro. My visitor pro
duced five’ one-thousand doilar bank
notes. and requested me.to designate a
bank where he should deposit them
sabject to my. order upon my return
from my misslon. He further tendered
& memoranda of a contract: to be
0. K'd by his brother Two million
dollars was involved In the case
Bhould I su In, accomplishing
what his brother would direct, | was tu
recelve ten per cent. of this enormous
sums

up the letter In your mall box?"

another apartment. | feigned fear
an fntrusion. ‘'Stop In there for & m0-| w0y this person whem Marvel had

over the blotter on .my desk.

fined sheet of paper. ‘Juat set your|
humb on that n{:er while | tack It
ed  He did so, and
it you see has the im
press of bis thumb | made ado to do
some scribbiing on the sheet to subdue |
{ any suspicions he might entortatn He |
| went awny eatisfied that by night |
| would be ou my way on a fool's er

dreamed how pat was wy surmise un r

t
down,' 1 #u|
that plece

rand
“And later?”

lhenored by a call from 6o less a. per
sonage than the notorious Rex Ma |

the "Human 8pool.”

&inn, ali

give him fre

known criminal, then
Yes, but qui
the record runs -~ Thet is hisbs:
however He gencrally satisfies h

self, with pulling off two or threc big

thidgs In a decade.”

“And is probably preparing for one
of these signal evcuts at the presen’

time,” | ventured
“Beyond doubt In plain Englist

this man and bls assoclates are ben
upon eome blg scheme, probably o th
bank line, where my absence is an er

sentlal | wired the state prison  Ou
Brazillan friend was there this mor
ing and visited a long termer name
Dorchester Ickes. who is sorving tim
us & bank embezzler.”

“If | can assist you—" | suggesteo

hoping that Marvel would let‘me.
“I will cable you,” was the response
with a dry, dry =il “from Rio.”

It wis a case of “while the cat's suj~
o will play.’
to wy manuer of thivking 1 looked
for something to happen immediately;
Turee days passed by, however, and
Resillus  Marvel, according to the
should be fortyelght hours
out on the Brazilian steamer Express
bound for Rlo. While | wus sure that
some big bank trick was about to be
the saxing gaes. | won
dercd where the lightaing might
strike, how and when, and doubted not |
that Rex Maginn would be in evidence |
when the culmination arrived The |
Human Spool dfd not put In an ap
pearance, however | wondered = If
Marvél had already nipped his scheme

posed to be away the m

schedu

pulled of,

in the bud

The third evening, 1 found. myself

heaued in the direction of Marvel

apartment and | quickened my steps
s | turned a corner to come within
view of the house where Marvel lived
of the shudes of his
library there was a glint of light The
shade had become disagranged in some |
way. | drew. back, walked forward.
tooped, and then got upon a hitching |
block to acquire the esact focus |

At the side of o

needed.

At last—there was Resilius Marvel.
{in his easy chalr. Stand-|

Marvel (o his dry, wise way, “that T ac-
ceopted st once. The detalls were gone
over. | am expected to leave on the
evening fast mall The office can run
_ {tself on routine work ustil | return

it you: feel lonesome, u‘:%p over bere
}ﬁl}!ln while,” and he hinded méa

plicate key to the apartinents

“And you may return more gpeedily

“Possibly. After all was sajd ano

H
f

from
1-reckon, thereby Indical
to me, and

S
At the open wind
WAy Car just before he

' 4
e
!!

f

“Quite a

“So rich and promising.” observed |Ang near & table in tront of him das |
a stolt” man wearing a full wnlge
bead and a silk hat. He was drawing '

on his gloves as if about to depart

walked around the corner. posted my-
self In an open doorway adigiring the

aphrtment house, and walted

Almost immediately | saw the man
with the bigh hat come out into the
street; He tufned in first oue direc
1on and then dnother and glanced
sharply down the street in both. Then

arted away
had 06 reason o imag

except his covert, mervous actions

had no thought of following him. My |
intention was to mount the stairs to found
Marvel's rooms and venture to {n  tion. left in an hour
tride upon my friend. At just that passengers. | bad no id.
however. something -bap pose | might serve by th

xpected that withan Intricate case solely within the

| proviaceof Marvel to explore and ex
Standing o the shadow of a line of ploit. However, | could casually look | tioaal
trees opposite the apartment house out forthe Duplicate.
Seur the latter’ at Springfeid

bis known to my friesd. Perhaps | would | with this Danjel Morgan. We will
end of the proposition

eth
| was lifted off my. feet, fairly

"i;il
i;’:i

i

ad
up face that-was Marvel at a distance
was ready for disclosure when meces-

sary

A score of theorles presented them-
selves readily to my mind. Of course
with him a door was closed nolslly 18 | tpo man with the tall hat was a figure
importance in the ea

“Precisely. Whiled was conversing |

affair to take care of itself he must

| street, drew bis coat well up about’
s neck and shoulders and walked era
along, unconcerned and apparenty [ Clty National bank. |Then they ea |y jiing submit At
disdalniug all thoughts of being fol | teped it-the man | r:sx\u suppose o
by Morgan in the lead. They entorgd | o "onba % T foat of
it but mot by the tropt. whero at clicked 1o/ the throat of ¢
ulght watchman wi
The banker unlocked a| ;..
| dopr on the ido street  They diaD | yome memofanda furnished by the
| peared from view / !

It was fully Lalf an hqur before the | oo
side door agatu opened|aud MOTEAR yombq tg fash across his mind
“What/-what dods this mean? he

1 acted the shadow the best ||
In an expert case | would
lo the present|
| seemed to succeed. My stoue steps
man—let me call him the “Duplicate
rallroad depot
AU its ticket office he purchased trans |
portation, and then at some urgent|
rom the ticket mgent burried

to the train sheds. | the| tront, spoke to the watchman and |\ .y eu pparsely
clever thing just | thep proceeded homewards 3t & lels |
I bastened to the ticket win

“The idedtification bureau. -Thanks |
to his thumb impression and my ability |
to describe my plavsible visitor, | was |
practically convinced that’l hud been; 4oy "ang opened my pocket book. | I not the sure evidence

1 sald “Traln

ady?

N | “Youll hustle if you make It w
strange pueudonym,” | obscrved The speaker threw me cut |

“So awarded,” explained Marvel, “ou |

account of his Lrilliant record as an
expert simuggler up along the Cana
dian bordcr This men was once cap
tured by the Detrolt police They dis-
robed him to find some (housands of
yirds of fine lace wound round~ard
round Lim. They began turning bim
in a circle. They recled off vast quan |
tities of -the stuff, until be fell down
dizzy and exhausted, and they had to
uent rests before they un
wound the. discomfited human spool

cent for  few years

hen | gisnced at the bit of

That was a
town about two hundred miles dis
1 prided myself on having dis
covered at least the temporary loca

Somehow [ felt safe in using the |
supplled me, to|
in those ing words
[ briefly detplled the |course of
events that had brought me up to the | oy of the Dritish arwy, b
nericun poly

It ought to be of futeresy fo Fhttadel
vhlans to leurn thut he
onduct fof a Vhila-
e phia volunteer reglioel

take up watch and ward
rooms of his. 1 reasoned that the|
only other outsider likely to Intrude
ould be the Duplicate. iad || present polnt Iy
not seen him leave the city? Very res
probably he had served his purpose io

section of his plot was con
summated fully. The scene would.now

this same thing and would return |
sat down in @y easy chair to wait for
1 tell asleep

went
the bunk, I feit: that 1 must not re-
More than once | took
out the bit of pasteboard
cost me sométhing over four dollars.
d that name, “Springfield.”-géemed
1 left a brief note for
the presideat of the bank, whose con
a

slammed its door * shut, gave some
T to the chauffeur and the

e anything
significant and sinister about the man 1 knew that
frast {rain for Springfield, I'
pon tnquiry at the raliroud sta
1 was one of Its
what pur | Iy visited
wixiag up | lckes.

The presence of |
might be | watch, wajt

concern,

leading

erav-  Institation of the district. 1 looked ia | derwent a subtle changs. Thea as my

. t both banks The cursory visit gave | friead plaged ooe of his cards before
0

s ak Clty Natiooal, the

out of me no new inspiration or impetus,
planned

e
re to be appro- ;J'

who sought to
Further than this, a coun
terfelt Resilius Marvel had been con

N

d of the ] who had jumpe
with Resilius
It the Dupljate

jowly ren

5
me _out through the Irch-guarded

. ept in his walk and the
he

aryel—at a |distance.’ His face w
well made up, A person who had
seen the Marvel portralt would be/de-
cpived. ner.‘

igtics missin
intimateswith the real Marvel. Sut this
Iimposter might have walked/through
ire out of ten city banks gnd would
o been accepted as thé genuine

{ gr resist the

article
! And then 1 tell to stuflying the Du-
dlteat:
no long beard, his Kl}’f
: from that of the ma
ment,’ | directed ‘my visitor. opening | cnogen 1o follow. Of eourse my fsiend | Marvel's apartmdnts £he event
the door to that anteroom yonder |yay aware of the imposture golng on. | vious, but hs c
Instantly, taken of his guard, he!ginee e had left the hom: !
seized the reverse knob and beid o it
as | pushed the door sbut Then !lpayg provided for later picking up this |
had my man down (v black and white | yirung of the proposition and follow- | the Human Spool, and his present
Unconsclously he hcd followed thel gyt up  For all that, as the lights companion (he white-whiskered inan
prizon rule of drawing to and hold-| g "R FOL DN s partment |
Ing tightly the door until the tier
locking bar falls to place. When 1 an-
nounced a false alarm and called him |
back Into the room. | had ready. spread
a. parat-

obser:

and the président of the City National
leuth fever Marvel had | bank of Springfleld,
th came into my veins

the jteel platy ond

re, It yof plea: |
/ot another Restiius |
Marvel yhom yoy met. 1f you chance

)come upén the scene at &n !aterd
down to _the juncture. to say th

The tvo men p
walk until they had reached the

capa out alone

urely galt.

Ies{llus Marvel was now alpne in that |
treagure house of riches, l:[t fo roam |
at will, with the watchmian Yo

ably| tnstructed not to dist:
rapldly || interfere with his actions?
was not fn shape just then to keep! Of a surety the Dupliceie/
steadily on the tratl of the man I bad |

shadowed thus far, nor had that been
n I saw a tralu pullng
out just as | reached the train sheds

criminal

that had

1" mercly

Then as li The bdank presideat looked up from
[

became in!
0 institutions the place | we:
was the Farmers &' residence.| He started alightly as

and _the

wever, and  Past

the palatial | the waste
president of OB
1 strolled to

ply the most ¢ffective systen
The vault door
cd beyond ) it

. “and-

“Two minutes before yoi ea
Morran breught here | cluded Maryel, drawing og his gloves | ricy.
‘e had a satchel. the baak satchel. in a leisurgly manner.  / o

ot to| lutertere

(noughts. \I wrueh| cogitating upgn
| the course | woul
hand was pleced [abruptly upon @y
shoulder [

Out of the gloam of la doorway

3| 1le had & bleedipg\cut oo one ches
Le was nureipg with a ha
| kerchict Marvel apparcntly bad gifen

nker had no

had opened /the

ted tb “Who's/V

eontained thg leading
lers of the country. and a fac
afure of/every cash

believe that
the banker

d
“Al

| Resilius] Marvel bojdly setzed a pen

gnd a tal of paper. / He placed it be | “that Forbes i
revolves this ehtire case.
1s a pervert, but\u|coward

i the bcok
" Be sai
i

&

of his hand
to the test
tranke sound

Hfs hapd went to an |
ckot. /He Brought out an en-
und/ acannied its enclosure

Du
He was on hi;

hakfng with |dlemay es a light | dppear

a clever erminal has induced |
you to/give him full swing fustde of

replied Marvel de | 8008 of
feared to make a rash mq
o \

ends of the ex

lapation you had bast walt to explore meantime.
you havy made sure that he h
faircady carried but his desigas

{1 was half an our later that the
wes A papler let us’into the bank. just

only | by had iutroduced the Dupliczte.

have gained the confidergr (of he |1 us rather nervodaly and hasitly ¥y, and I accom
bunk president with some eyil gurpose
in view. It wvas up to me tg act The f45 roem
man  was local |pdllcs wera at A

as

#fito his private office, then to a walt:
therce acrpss the counting City National was practicglly ympr
my |/mom and before the great  steel
e had told usjon the way that
aystem of
larins for the pclice at the

Marvel—possi-
use
en

lie strong

Marvel gave, then he
to the ceunting room, d
cuiside | 1 followed

down

" he sHouted to the | & dererted
“Have ycu sden anybody

the

demanded Marvel As to
13

Hefore | knew it Marval tad disap

& sprinter. and

* lost sight of him before | bad set
tied the point that | might bave been
Morgan cepe out  dred/ dc
of the bank almodt tearing his,
fe had a weak spell from his excite
went, and | had to ease him to alstone
sfep while thy watphman ran into the

Tbank for somg water
: AU revived

hair

him  when
He carried a lyel

tehel in his hand e had| a
anfons but gs the latter cae/only bed I've known for a month”
n the radiug of the street lamy|
w that he way ot the Duplica
but a ragged, trampish-looking nn%
iy

Y

\

hind me stepped M |
Then | re.' gulsed (n part, but | knew him in a 1
turned to the home quarters of Resll iy EQUAL TO E‘L
WaS TeA¥ || ..y Wolseley’s Opinion
can Soldier ls of Some Intgrest

po
“Capable man. at This Time. | /

“Never um,/ though.” c«.\tmmnud
For bim | my triend rather harply, as )
of calling in I
ber, my provigee Is rather to
confectured | han punish
vlaced in th
sino.

| “The Humpn' Spool?”
When | wgke up the light of a new “Thero-is lon
duy was loyading the room

well 1 pearly missed thé tr
apartment house. was a veritgble needly

down 10 ‘or a while
tere and U
beard are

foluateer
[llu- A
of uny solflier fn

\
witeh was .;m.\,}(u
y 1

spears that thef order filed 1o 1

\They were sjot to pleces, l\mg
x 1l .
{3

omed. but
wished 1o
mission t
| mis city Kofel, gray halr and alk
Lleft it sécrpuly by a @
| nudety ot 4l disguis
land/1 wi b

st7Alght o/ the state priscn  The first |
ing 1 foupd out was that he ha

1s xro
€ L, e gve

iscomfiture to. fi

Amerifan soldler can
upon Jto give just as good ‘dn
wself 1n France o 191%
Irginia in 1864.—fGirard!

er. / \

e next thing I discovered
| was that [Ckes was serving a term for
| smbezaling from this same City Na-

more th

| fnish that
| mow
any man of e

set before h)
nd endufing to the
question, ‘Why then, do
fall short
ered
| plgce whera they tu
the dfagon at
frst pridge and\at the/ second,
rd, bpt the dragons
formiy
e go. Many turn back disheart-

financial | and those| strong features of his un

| the banker, a deep frown crossed his
home oo the mext brow. Fof oaly an lastaat be seemed
ty bound ustil | swiftly to reflect. He gave the bit of

eboard a contempluous tass into

ey
“Nonsende!” bo sald, simply. but

Euao»flu"
\
of the Ameri-

i /
Fleld Marshal, the late Lord Wol-

u good

colveyl thin

during the

ur.
I was told the other dhy| that when
1 of the waf thi Corn B
e reganent, the On

Ivagin Molunt

Higadred an\t

Lepletdsionn

Nt ropites, for

ran

althopigh

ch

had

0 Were -

e\ de-

Success. |
Nt at Lady Junk's house
Joseph Cllamberlain sald tg me that

moder-

it thelr am-
hey come to

the
per-
ble the fur-
11l [meet the mon-

ost no one ls
th .the demo

~And one|\of \your employes pakiea

Ickes was sdn' to the penitentiary \by

you for embdzzipment a yenr ago”
t 1

Set fage to face with/ natun

diéd of scurvy/or sturvition.

he bank | €urred 1o the bank (hat troubléd you

| mind that Ickes, whamn:you implicitly | efncathd ot all {6

out your ever guessing it, he has made

| to you that some oue or\\more of your
| three subordinates were Rorrow

| eties, Forbes suggested the
| tlal services of Fesilius Mar)
{in Plotters planged to get me gut\of t

The _of Iffe has been negjected an

MINERS"PRAISE lO;\GDUT&

Y.
Wester, the new executive\at|Birming
of the Boy Scouls of Amer:
v

birglar | VAult and strong box
sugges | Made you believe he

en  wa You fell i
Lo feillagainst one of ba

e of the Boy Scouts of Awdrica
id down by the nutional headquar-
of the l‘rﬁl“ll¥l”"“. and urge, Ihﬂll
our\members endouruge theif hoyw to
| join\this movemont, which his for 1ty
\purpqse the making of men \

ed\the upbullding of goo

.
he hundreds of thoysands in-
sted \n the Boy Scouts will be glad |

substantial rpeognition of
{ to know ynat the Mine Wor
2. und this Aagion—If he | come to rRalize that there |

fro”thy headqyarters fn Indiangpolls.

o
The tramp little Areaming
seght to light something ilke &

The Toy Scouts\of Amerl

dollar bill igto the hand of the duin

“Finish ghur nap at the beat hotel In
town, my friend.” sald Resilius Mar ,

* 1 1
ELECTRIC SHOCK NOT FATAL 1:

« Wall to Keep in Memory the

n person whi han re.  Ame

Ahed by quoting from the '
| 1 Apierienn the aceount of hoy one
mafi AW 1 to & workman who'\had tation la
toyfened nowire eareying o current, of
Ats and was apparently Killad |
Ningmirn immediately took

SCOUTS §OOD TO VETERANS. |\

“hole welght rexted on

0 in Kenoshia, Wis., not\a trafiy

Aples of the Injured mants
Ny/nok ap entertalnment given\
pug/ oy Scouts belng on band to,

scoyT RoOKS FOR SOLDIERS,
N/

thoil of resuskitation when the man

edly be glad\to, recelve through Seout
tropps magazigds whose fi dery

conversatipn. It is onk of the

perhaps the \most profyfic

triumph 1n an argomeny ¥ithout prid

a weapon unworthy\of gentitindy ar ¢

\nnture. and so tjie average fakp

| One 18 Incljned somatimes

definite \mportance, shauld /nd
n

back. They |},




