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feareer was trying to do harm

ou discovered that an able man of unserupulous character and poltic
e loved by stialing her affectiops mmd turning them to evil pur-
- d the girl or wait until be did it and then kill htm?. Con-

to the girl you

poses, wauld you sheot him before he spofle

sider Captain Hardy's prvllcament, as described in this installinent
went to Lakotah reservation as acting ngent following the murder of Agent Nogen and a .threatened.
Wounded by an ambush 'shot, he falls in love with Marie Dupont, a quarterbreed,
o definite answer to his proposal of mhrriage because she is enamored of Reg- .

uprising of the Indians.
who nurses him, but gives

Inald. Vandervyn, agency clerk and scapegrace nephew of Sengtor Clemmer.
disaffected because old Jacques Dupont, a wily post tmder, and Vandervyn have chented them In-an illegal
At first the red men, deceived hy Vandervyn, misunderstand the office;

accept him as their friend, and a commission, led by Vanderwyn, prepares to go to Washington, to secure a division
of tribal lands and the sale of mines owned by Indians.” Vandervyn plans to get: profit for himself.

tribal mine deal.

our

power endugh to wreck ¥

The army officer, you will recall,

Hardy learns the Indians are

s motives, but finally

CHAPTER XVi—Continued.
9—

80 began the second period of Har-
By's close companionship with the girl,
and the intimacy appeared as sncere
nd friendly as the first one, wheh Van-
dervyn was in the mountains with
Redbear. Almost every day they fode
out to examine the Wolf river water-
phed;"and estimate as best they could

without surveying Instruments the
number of acr¥g that could be put un-

der ditch.
Hardy had/at onch written for te-
stpilar undertakings. He-

fore receiving them he was agregably
surprised by an official telegram from
Washington lustructing bim to 4t once
send on the tribal delegation, in the
charge of Redbear. So swift afl un-
réellng of government red tape proved
werful tnfluences were favor-
the consummation of , {he ne
treaty. Hardy ungrudgingly gave
Vandervyn the credit of being a very
successful benevolent lobbylst.
A runner was dispatched to bring in
and the delegntes.  They
came without delay.” Redbear's arm
was 80 nearly negled that he had Tull
use of it. Oluna did nat accompany
him.  He said their grandfather had
becomo so fond of her that he had
Insisted upon her remaining in the
mountains until the return of the del-
oin- Washington. Marle of-
fered g0 send for her and glve her a
Tome while her hrother was away, but
Redbenr ‘hastily declared that the glrl
wished to stay with the old chief.,
Hardy took churge of the delegation
#s far as the rallroad, and-Marle and
Dupont went along to keep him com-
pany. He provided for the comfort
aboard traln of Redbear and the five
solemn “chiefs, and shipped them off
with: through tickets to Washington
and u . careful set of Instructions to
help them in the conduct of their mis-
wlon.
“My only wish is that 1 might go

with - thew,” he remarked, as the
“iron  horse” whirled them awny
toward the land of the sunrise. “They

will be like Babes in the Woods.”

“You sure have gone your level best
for them; Cap,” replied Dupont. “You
2In't got no license to worry nohow.
Mr. Van is there to boost 'em along.”

“Besldes, you have your work here,”
mdded Marie with a glance that com-

- pletely diverted his thoughts.

They spent the night in the rough
shack misgamed & botel, aud at dawn
started on thelr return to the agency.
As Dupont's pony was continually lag-
King helind, Hardy had the pleasure
of Marie's company virtually alone for
the greater part of the ride. She
weemed to enjoy this qulte as much
s he, and remained In graclous good-
bumor even through the blazing heat
of midday. Nor did she allow herself
to feel fatigue untll, after their arrival
at the agency, she hnd cooked a sp-
vory supper, and then entertalued
Hardy for an hour or more in her ar-
tistle lttle parlor, -

“Ihe next day. fresh as ever, Marle
was ready to ride up to the falls and
help-him run a line of levels.with-the
lostrumentsthat he had hired in
town, Never had he known anyone
#0-abounding In life. Meuntully as well
-as physically, she seemed ever tireless,

- buoyant; animated.

Day after day they worked and
planted forthe good of the tribe;
day after day her graciousiess toward
him incregsed. And day affer day his
love for her deepened and strength-
ened until it could be seea In his every
look and iact, and heard In every Jn-
flection of his volce when he spoke to
Ner. Thqugh her minner toward him
ahowed nf trace of overt coquetry, she'|
made noj effurt to repulse his stlent |
devotion for to check the growth of

5
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A week after the departure of the
delggation found him fully looking the
part of'a gallant lover—ardent, youth- |
ful; almost -handsowe. He had lost |
much of his former look of pensive
severity. “Everf the silvery hairs over |
s temples seemed to be régalnipg |
thelr original ruddy brown,

Afew day¥ Tater one of the lines of

from the butte.
they g0 down and ucross to the spritg
¥l for a grink.

As they turned back, Marle recog-
‘mized the exact spot where he haa
Womanlike, she shud-

e
(| try, und the
lands to the

When | came froni the Const, I had
lost one dearer to me than anyone else
in all the world—my mother. She
was a little woman, very frall—her
blue eyes were dim and faded. her
hair white; but even when she—was
at the very end—her dear eyes sought
to ease my grief with th

“Please!” begged the
back . sob. “I do not
Your mother!—but I am not
good 1"

Hardy went on in the same volce
of profound .passien: “You lifted me
out of the shadow of the Valley. You
came ‘to me fn.m¥ blank darkness, a
glorlous light of divine goodoess. that
compelled me to see that all was not
wrong with the "uulverse—that even
so great & loss as wine might be for
the best \

“I am not what you think me—1
she rejternted.
faith arid hope,

deserve—
4

fot !

am
“You restored my

he Insisted.” "It wonld be selfish of
me to ask anything mere of. you
now—

she

“It would be uspless—uscless !
erled. .

He was too little. versed in feminine
nature to realize that her vehemencd
might indicate un effort to suppress
an inner doubt of the asserftion. Had
S younger, youth

y ‘might have won hime -
that which his reverent respect shrank
trom urging.  He hud tuken her

gloved hand. - He-pressed it u s Vips,
and freed her,

“1 wl
sald.
1 shall W

you, dear.” he
ake that as final.
it until he retaris Then |
shull take-my fightinz chance.”

“You will?" she whispere:

“I shall not give up until you havi
pledged yourself to him. It I cam 1
will prevent that. He cunnot pos-
sibly love you as I love you. If It 14
possible to win you for my wite, 1
will do ¢,

Marle quivered, and shrapk from
him us-if startled. “You say, when
he back— . But untd then
you—you will not—" .

“Until then we shall continue to be
the L good comrades that ‘ve bave

0.’

The girl drew fn & deep breath,
“Then—let us go back to work."

Hardy accepted the suggestion’ with
a self-control that was as remurkable
as It was misplaced.

CHAPTER XVIL
_. The Only Woman. K
Durlng the pleasant, busy ddys that
followed, to all appearances Marle en-
Joyed the work and planning und the
long hours of companionship fully as'
much as Hardy. ~Dupont, now ever

biuft and genjal, kept close to his
storé, But during the lozg evening
discussions his eses often twinkled

their gray . thatch.
No word had - been tecelved from
Washington' except two notes . from
Vandervyn to Dupont, reporting favor-
able progress and Inclosing scaled let-
ters # Marie. She 'tuld nothing of
what these contalned, even to her fa-
ther. ’ .
Hardy's first—and last—message o
regard {o the new treaty was an offl-
clal notification that it had been duly
approved and signed, after fifteen mil
lion dollars had been decided upon as
the compensation to the tribe’ for the

nnder

“My Friend, Bax- Dupont, Gentlemen.”
mineza tands.  Speclal commissioners
hal been uaméd to proceed to the res-
eivation and arrangé for the lmmedi-

opening of the mineral lands to en-
of the

vomngissione

He was still more’ surpeised when,
the following day; he and Marie rode
down Sloux creek to.where it flowed
into Wolf river. The moment the
view down the eoulee opened before
them, they perceived several tents
pitched in the bottom, at thé foot of ‘the
butte. They found twenty or twenty-
five rough-looking ten encamped along
the spring rill in light dog-tents. A
few were cowhoys, but the greater
number had the appearance and outtits
of prospecting miners. They stared at
Marie with the respectfnl admiration
of ‘typteal Westerners for an “honest™
woman, und feadily answered Hardy's
civil questions, *

Notice of the prospective opening of
the mineral lands of the i
had been published™In a_few very ob-
seure weekly pape One of the men
gave Hardy a blurred sheet of a little
Journnl, and poluted out the
government notice. It was printed in

the midst of several uninteresting legal
notices,

The old fellow winked know-
A that, s long as
ame, he dido't care
how quiet it was played,

“What conld that mun have
about betng in on a quict g
rie asked Har
s coulee to tuke

rode down
road back to

the

nd, and 1 do
replied Hardy.
oW probubly Is right in thiuk-
undue Influcrice is belng ex-
as little publicity as pos
the openlvg of the mineral

& that
erted to
sible to
lunis to 2
“Do you really think so? Of course
It I8 ot right—  Yet where I8 the
harm?. These men have been enter
prising enough o selze the opportu-
nity, unid they deserve the chances of
fortune,
e tratsaction has rather too
much the appearance of u prearranged
scheme” replied Hardy, - His thought-
ful fuce. darkened with the shadow of
unxiety, “If T could be sure that
would bring onty good fortuse to you /"
The profound  temderness and cfn-
cern In hls volce seemed to staftie
Marfe. ' She lenried Torward, and/put
her pony Into a gallop.
The day before, immediately/ upon
fecelpt of the oft
Washington, |
ger to notlfy Ti-owa-k
luter the liead chief came wifh all his
Jarge family, including@Oinya. Marie
tnsisted that the girl shoufd come to
stay with her until the retirm of Red-
bear, and fmmediately figted out the
girl with good dresses ffom her own
wardrobe. When Hardy/spoke of her
generosity, she smiled /and shrugged
“It is little enough /o do. for any-
one, captatn. 1 was tfred of those old
gowns. Anyway, as A quarterbreed, I
owe It to my own sydf-respect to keep
a hulfbreed: girl fropd going around like
a full-blood wou “
“Her. brother '/ will
pleased.” /
T hud no thehght of him. He is
rather a \\nrlhlfs fellow. It is strange
to we how proutl Olnna 1s of him, She
says nothing, /but one cau see that
she Is In a fefer of Joyous excitement
over the proypect of his return.”
Hardy frowned, parted his lips to
speak, and thought better of It. *
“You were golng to say—?7"
served Marle,
Something that must be left unsald,
it you wilt pardon me,” he replied, and
Ny shifted the conversation to the
question of accommodations for the

good

v
be greatly

ob-

The, urrival of the cominissloners
enrly in the afternoon of the f
day would have taken the ag
surprise if Hardy had not ‘posted &
lookout on the signal mountaln, Thd

prearrunged stwoké-sign gave watning
of “the approuch of the’ party while [ p:
it was yet muny- miles away over
the plalns. Even at that, Hardy
and Marie gnd Dupont .were not
quite ready’ to greet the visitors
when they into view down the
valley. The explanation of theif quick

trip frow the railr
evideut.  Comuissiouer:
& and all were
large touring ears.
Vandervyu was driving the foremost
car. He brought it up the slope of the
agency terrace with u rush, and spun
It ground In a carve that ended before
tho poreh of the Dupont house. The
secoud car rolled stralght on across
the terrace to the tepee of Ti-owa-
konza, .
Hardy, who 'was abopt to start
across to the office, paused n the
porch to welcome the commissioners.
Dupoat hurried vut of the rear deor-
way of his store. Marle, after u slight

1ce became
lndiaa dele-
ed in two

friend Jake Dupont,
id Vandervyn.
member of the party at once
pon the trader, and shook
th him. Most cordial of il
big man who had sat o the
t.

gentle-

ow stepped ouf to greet the
visitdrs, hnd was formally Introduced
by Vanddrvyn. With a gracious com-
posure hat would have dene. credit
to the thost exclpsive of drawing
rooms; shg welcomed the visitors, and
invited thaw to luncheon,

said,
fellows.
from
Bettel
warm side—
You must comp I to luncl
us how tactful|a tactielun fcan be."
Thanks replled flardy. i
ask you kindly|to excusf me to Mfss
Dupont. The missighers may fipd
me at, the oftic o\;u any/time that sufts
them
Vandervyn shruggfa
doors, his smile a| toff e at
once jolued his fyrty o thelr eafer
acceptanee of Dyfont’s most cordial
exprossion of hpdpitality, his elght-
rold whisky/ Marie had excuped
herself to the ghesty. By the time
reappeared evyry mitiber of the pe
avasaglow wigh good feeling. The
at once becayhe the tiirget for u.shof
of complimgnis, all fh doubtful ta
and soun Ny tdo free and e
and

ippeft
ccorfmodage

and went fin-

only with nu uncasy \smile,

that he fould sy nnm\um she replied
to the bffenders with d wit and flig
nity tfut soon altered

thelr ben

towarfl her.

ali-

zatfon that they were nol

-)./»,.mq. mud on her pytals.  {The

Iynel

/ Vandervyn yith

Al the unensiness  gope - his

smile. He took his seaf, uml\]mu‘ ed-

ed to extol Marie's skill as\a ched.

Oluna, bearing a tray, hnd
a ox-

v, she started with
showed -careful
Several moments: passed b
deryyn looked up and perceived
The surprise was too sharp ever
s assurance, He stopped shor
Wis talk, and stared at her, disdpn-

certed.
At sight of ‘his frown the il
dropped  her tray, now mm.mu‘{{
empty, and with u little, gasplng dry
fled from the room. She did hot e
appeur. Marie pussed off the awk-
curd fncldent with a siilé and a tagt-
ful explanation of Oluna's excessiye
s, The Indian boy finished the

shyr
serving.

Vandersyn had delivered Hardyls
messages.  They had been recelved
alike by Marle aud by the commissior)-
ers without comment. After luncheof
one of the commissioners brusquely
proposed that Hardy be summoned t
attend upon them. Vandersyn inter
posed with the sunve suggestion tha
the XI_L'HI\.; agent wmight ave In the
safe soure of the papers necessary to
a full understanding of the uffairs of
the agency.

At this the party lingered only for
a parting nip at Dupont’s liquid hos-
pltality.  Assuriug Marle that they
would return 1n time for dinner, they
left under the escort of their host.
With the excuse that he had mislald
his hat, Vandervyn returned to the
dining room. When he came out, he
shut the dodr.
parlor. All the suppressed thre of his
passion famed In his face. as he
turned and came swiftly back to the
waiting girl, There could be no doubt
that he expected her to meet Lim alf-
way.
lie stood beside a chair, somewhat
very sl She
e step ¥
ded by his own ardor, he came

until within arw's-reach of her. Then
at ed her lack of re
1

.1
way 10 wekonfe

arment brought a

quick blush into the girl's cheeks. But

she replied in cold.
yOu wow at lberty
your flances™

His eyes shifted before her’ level
gaze. “Don’t be foalish, Marde. You
know youre the ouly woman. You
know that engagemenjguust stand un-
til we are sure of the mine. There is
sqmething else, as well—"

“This'is quite enough for the pres-
eat,” she broke In. “I promised to
walt for you until you should come

even tones: “Are
to address we as

allotment 1
members of tha tribe. .
Hardy was surprised when he saw
that the time set for the depatrture of
the commissioners had already passed.
been é

| serutinize  Hardy,

bow In of Vander-
¥yu's respectful .salute, quietly drew
back Intp her parlor.

In the front seat beside Vandervyn
was a big red-faced man, whose
bleared eyes immediately began to
and as quickly
turned away when they met his clear

| saze. The five men In the tonnesu all

had the look of & certaln kind of poll-
tictan, snd all wet Handy's cordial

greeting e
would have chilled even a place-dunter.

trom your cousin. You bave
returned, but you are ot free trom
her. Is it honorable for you to speak
to we now?"

“How can I belp 1t?" he urged, seek-
ing to melt her with his ardent gize.
“You are the only woman—the oaly
ope in all the world {0 me. There is
Dot another half as beautiful, a tenth
as charming

She, quivered In response to the deep.
goiden notes of his volce, yet held her-
self frm with all the strength of her

resolute will. )
“You speak of love” she rejolned.

Put upon his dignity by this uves
o

"“Tou gay notking of

Marle was alone Iu the |

on |
without heeding the lock in her face |

‘s the N

ked In an ng-
know that until
But that won't be
commi joners are
the hands of wmy un-
istle matters through
Once I—we—get
free man, and then,
.

5

It I must walt, so
ean wliat you say,
that I still feel

“Yes, It is—that gentleman!” she
flashed back. Again the \slender finger
nalls cut fato her palms.|

“Nice fathorly old fogy!" sneered
Vandervyn. “Youwre far tod much alive,
too much of a real womun} to mistal

“You've Been Letting Marie Get Thick
With Him.”

your feellg townrd him for love.
Love! that's the word, sweet
youth and love and happiness!
and I, sweetheart !

She blushed and trembled. But shq
had spent ull the duys of his absence
in that intimate *comradeship wit
Hardy. At the moment when Vander-
vyn thought to take her into his aruk,
her will rallied, her eyes hardengd
with resolution.

1 have said that T wil wait,
15 enough. You also shall wait.”
His eyes narrowed.  “Has it never
rred to you that you may be a bt
too sure of we? The miné may pinch
out after the first few hundred thou-
sands. I'm in on another deal that
stands tg-net a cool million, When 1
get that In bank, T cun bave any girl
I choose o go after.” N

“If 1 had ten times a millia
could buy you u characteg It
would gludly pay 1t all—ail

“The slash of u whip In his face would
have stuug him far less. He stared at
er a long moment, while the full
theaning of the words cut through the
aRmor of, his self-csteem. Mortification,
anger, furious chugrin fAumed| in hi
facy. e raised his hand as if g
""h\‘ her, and instead, whirlgl aboyt

That

and rushied out through the porch,
Thy irl sank on her knges,
pressdyd ber hands to her lips to spide

back. When she looked up, her fface
wus white and drawn with| angulsh,
But she Yad conquered. / -

“He shyll not—shall rot km}w my
weakness ' she whispered \v17 flerce

determiuatipn.  “If only It has/offend-
ed him beyynd forgiveness|

1t ouly
might

i Pleasant

N ittle Surpfises.
Too furlous

beed what he was

e.  He was
chinging his hen Dupont
brdught him an summons

nt you.

ent for a stroll
“They can wal

is volce be-
\"I want to

married even half-

‘em.

has
n

when the frontler was

300 1o take § stand aghinst him s\

biek me
“Y

Mr.\Van,

sleeve fal

“I been\walting t ask you about the
How're we going to work the

deal?

real contest.

style rus|

“Suppose one hf them ther
the butte has the best horse
Vandervyn
“Don't fash
have that miue.

the way

up with her.”

ou sure can count/me in on that,
eagerly assented Dupent.
“AUl right.
I wanted to make sury of your backing.
1f he comes to dinnef tonight I'll have
a gay litte surprige or two up “my

I've goy him fixed.

r hin

“We've got to imake a show of a
to be run on the old-

h plan.”/

thrust his

yburself.

out

we'll fix 16"

and murmured in Dupont's ear.

The trader /shook his hea,

T'm not

Just the saipe, though, it'd make y
the only ong¢ what could do the entery

ing. I'd

| “The wige would be entered-by mp, |
but of guurse we would have the

derstanding thint you jere to get ypur
halt,” replied Vandervyn. <He stej

briskly t

the bunch hs had.time enough t

their hegl
il fr.

v f

suylog that mightn't

be/a sooner.

9 ‘the door. “Come, I

1s.
owaing dublofisly, Dupgnt fol- |
1 him over to

where |
it Cwgite |
ing fog them, stff and constrhined
/

e ottice/

i th

commissioners fa

e men at
»

Tu going to)
This {s my idea ot
He leaned over

“Um-m !

. Bu

o |

work.

| has important work 30. Un
et | der favorable conditjons it does
*‘S'I; it well. If sluggish,

cool |
I

these
have

What sort
ygu think that Vandegvyn and
issioners
Captain
Hardy?
they have been trickgd will they ||
shed white blood?

/
of conspyracy

crooked
formed

\com
agains|
When the Ipdians

do

'MICE CARRY DISEASE

These Pests By Usiog

STEARNS'

fmd

s

i myking special

and fthe like. In\preparing it
beeg pulp Is poured into the to
tower, where It coples In contact with

rgtary d

pfuced one above the\other. ~Next 1t |
subjected to hot nir\and eventually |

ches alr heated to NS degrees,

ton of beets will yleld

It 18 thonght that\other drying/ b

processes way be invente

make it possible to utilize

tfour.

industria;
thrown

Mugazine,

rance It Is N
formed Into

TO BE CONFINUED.)

E_FOR SUGAR-BEET PULP

Dried and
hat Is Calles
“Sugdr Flour .

e drying of/ fresh sugar-beet pulp,
¢ transfgrming it into w

ugar flour,” 18, now bell
in ngrthery Frauce as
proppsition. The purp

Popular Mechanics
1o elimipate the
‘table watter so us

purt of all
This new

reads, feeding

delivered

evice on a \set of gr

1 residues | which
away. — Popular

¢

Bird That'Dances.

New York Zoological park thal

ird of

a dung

cight und make It possibla
of the food

brewmg processes, “t

which Will| less you sre

e cun do a

[ ECTRIC PASTE
6. Government Buys It

! SOLD KVERYWHERK — 25¢ and $1.00

| In thé Four Hundred.

Caller—1s iy wife home?

T ! .
d""’ Maid—Whe may I say called ?—Puck,

| v ¢

' HIGH/COST, OF LIVING !

This 1s 4 serious matter with house-
ng un- keepers ap food prices are constuntly
a com- | golug up, To overcome this, cut out
ose of | the high priced meat dishes and serve

hat 1y

this procyss As much the same as the | your farily more Skinner's Macaront
t potatoes, which has been’

and Spaghetti, the cheapest, miost de-
licious ynd most nutritious of all foods.

AUS | \rite fhe Skinner Mfg. Co., Omaha,

OISIUTe | Nopr., for beautiful cook book, telling

10 F& | 10w to prepare it in a hundred different
ways. | It's free to every woman.—Adv,

sugar Getting Morotonous.

| “Hold on a minute. You'll never be
ble/to sell me anything by pounding

ou py desk.

was merely trylng to drive my
stock, - arguments home, sl
fresh | f\Well, just for the sake of varlety,

b ot al ayd while I remove my tnkwell from

the danger zone, make a few passes in
Birmingham Age-Herald.

lnto a ln(' alr.’
atings,

Pay Up Your Debts.
1t you have $5, or more or less, for

st use you can dmake of money, un-
naked or starviag. Now
injunc-
" That -

uny othed | is the time to obey the Bible

* Doy | tion, “Owe no man anything."
hanlge is in the Bib
| debtors spend money they dou't seem -
. | to know 1t or care-for it: If they ha
|'a dollar extra, it goes for.a pleasure

Nor does it pecur to them that

wodern dances.  His name Is (pck- | every unsettled debt 1s a drag on &

of-the-Rock, or the rup

He Is o

less leaping about meant next o
observers, | why
thought that the floor of the cagh pos
sibly might have become too hot for

Stacgy the |

g to

i feet
same oo
loneline
birds”
dun
th
er and du

most pecullar bird.

the casuul

But to Keeper
ties conveypd

am

Jown in British nmnnw,.

fellow comes from, the bigds gathe

ance in a big clrcl

f

likes to think, that he Is bonge »
dances uround, taking the pgrt
whole bunch.  After he hgs d

around tn a big circle he thifiks he's a
Whole tlock of birds!

Rock 1s o

and crane plumag

of thls ¢

work, buflding columns,” refrl

ental

ok
a rare bird, with
Unl

olor, he has not ffded

noticeable extent since befug mude 8 | | are

captive. 1 by newe and .bet:er things.
Big Demand for Stegl Pipe. ularly  true
notable romance of industry 18 | and

| found by a PWsburgh copupuny in the

extenslon of the uses of fron and steel ||

Dipe. The applications are contitrually /

luercasing.  Among thel purposes for In hun of thous-

which the pipe i« now puplosed 13 | ands of homes where cof-

be mentionud oxriculturul mplements,

automobiles, bedstead| and - hospital fe?“'l‘f 1 the table

turniture, arctiteceurdl work, il | drink, you will npw find

wachinery, dry-kiln apparatus, elev i
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