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— Bince-early’ morning an unwonted,
unnatural and wholly specious sem-
biance of tranquillity had brooded over
the little valley in the heart of the
New Jersey hills,

. Now, as the earlier hours of mid-

summer afternoon drew on, a feeling

of-tension began to tnform the atmos-
phere; the hush began perceptibly to
o ODpress the senses, even as that hush
oppresses which foretells the breakig
of a thunderstorm upon a smiling
l1and; instinctively men walked warily,
with eyes alert, and communicated
with one another In accents needlessly
arded.

‘Within fhat vast congeries of gaunt
wooden structures and’ walled yards
which comprised the powder mills and
munition factories of Channings, Inc.
there was little or no detivity where

.——ordlnarily there was Incessant bustle.

Ip place of those volumipous plumes
ot smoke, Jet by day, crimson by night.
the towering brick ehimneys stalned
the skles nnly with transparent vells
of amber vi

Inside the rm-(ury buildings all ma-
chinery stood Idle. The whistles had
sounded by habit at eight o'clock and
at noon without summoning to or de-
lvering from labor a solitary hand.

No endlesy strings of freight cars
heavy laden with explosives, arms and

* erdnance trydged up the long grade
to the rith of those enecircling hills, on
the first stage of their brief journey
to Channings’ tidewater yards an

docks near Bayonne.

The premises were all but lifeless;
a scanty company of armed guards on
wvigilant patrpl; a lttle knot of some
half a dozen|people in Just
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now,” Donald replled, gigacing at his
etk

“And If It does maddep them—1"

“We'll bave our hands [full.”

Mf. Orson Bertram, gerjeral manager
for Channings, Inc., addressed®Patria
with a manner of nervogs pomposity.

“Miss Channlog . . [

“Yes, Mr.-Bertram?”

“Permit me to make
to Influence you. There’s bound to -be
serious trouble as soon ps the strike
breakers get here. We chn hald them
off tili nmightfall, with the men we
hgve“perhaps.  After. |dark almost
anything may happen. .That attempt
to blow us up this morning, in broad
daylight, ought to convihce you that
we have only the worst fo fear.”

“And so you want my permissiod to
telegraph the governor té call out the
militia?”

“Such Is my earnest
Channlng.”

The girl shook her hea
mination.

“I won't permit that.
means*—in one word—wi
civil war. It means bl
sibly manslaughter, the Killing of men
wholly - uninterested in | this private
quarrel between Chanaings and its em-
ployees. We must find some other
way to cope with the !lll{uﬂon without
going to such extremes.”

Bertram, his cuunh‘nm)ee dark with
foreboding, gave up the attempt to
persuade the girl as Bopeless, .and
without more words movgd away.

“How can_the men be} $0 unreason-
able?" Patria complalned, “Why won't
they come to us and stafe their griev-
ances?’ We've always Freut(’d thein
fairly. 1If :,hey‘ll only xlm us a
chance—" -

“They're not unren!onnble,
answered. “They're misled. Unscru-
pulous leaders suborned by Baron Hu-
rok! and his lot have blinded them to
thelr best Interests. If we could only
get at the men themselves—"

Patria nodded intently. “T'm sure
I could Influeace them | .. . 1 won-
der—"

ne last effort

{advice, Miss
d with deter-
t's wrong.

r. It means
bodshed, pos-

mob in Powder Town ros¢ to a high dis-
cordance, a clamor of angry yells. Not
one of those about the gates but was
startled, though all had [been momen-
tarlly anticipating somqthing of the
sort. They consulted ond another with
anxious gye

“Here the
nounced. *}

come at 11451 " Parr an-
w for the music!

stood between Powder Town and the
Channings' mills nppeur}.d a motorcar
runaing at high speed—g car loaded to
the lmit'of Its capacity with strike |
breakers and carrying prmed guards
on the running boards ps well as in
the seat beside the driver.
Simaltaneoysly the uproar of the
drew

outside the fain gateway.to the most
extensive powder mill—and that was
all.

‘The firike| was fourteen hours old.
As yet no overtures toward a confer-
ence had be¢en made by elther,party,
employers of employees. The latter,
indeed, seempd to hold aloof with sin-
gular stubbornness; to excuse thelr ac-
tion In walking out at the previous
employers knew of noth-
ing more than a few minor grievances
6 the men, matters' sus-
eeptible to speedy adjustment through,
and scheduled for early submission to,
process of arbitration.. The major de-
mands of the strikers remained un-
“stated.

But mote then one of those who

Half a milg distant lay Powder Town,
an unlovely collection of “frame” and
unvu shelters, ginmills, eating places,
dancehalls, gambling hells, stores and
“hotels” ministering to the necessitiés
_and appetites of an army of working-

mln.ment offered by an or-
nlI-Ilﬂl working nlght and day to
Al “war orders” for the allles.
in those struggling, dusty and
strepts, the disaffected em-
¢d like cattle, a rabble two-
with one latoxicant or an-
other—whisky, greed excited by the
labor agitators, and a
destructiveness which had al-
its appetite by mm(n:
“store to

nearer.
the gates, It .
most- without

Dashing directly for
swept through them al

slackeptg speed, then pylled up smart-
ly in the yards, and disdharged its oc-
cupants.

Following It In close syccession came
another car similarly laden, and anoth-
er and another—a long| procession of
motorcars to the numbet of something
more than twenty.

The fitth had barely gwung up over
the hilltop when the vanguard of the
strikers appeared In pursult—a disor-
derly cloud of Infurlate) workingmen,
running clumsily over|the roadside
flelds, pausing only to pick up and hurl
clods of earth.and stones at the speed-
Ing automobiles. Few of these missiles
reached their mark, nore did damage,
all were ignored by both guards and
strike breakers. But by the time the
ldst car was safely within the gates, a
sullen and vengeful multitude had .as-
sembled In the open- spaces before the
factory, a mob that wanted only a
leader to Incite It to stprm the’ bulld-
ings, its temper patently demonstrated
by a seattering of revolver shots from
its midst punctuating 4n almost con-
ﬂnmml flight of stones that rattled
agajust’ the fence or fell lnshie lht
yard,

Long before this’ Dopald and ‘Ber-
and, leaving her as they| thought safely
disposed of for the time belng, had
guards on the low plafform that ran
around the (nside of th L!em‘\—-‘ plat-
to see and, if need be, alm and fire
over the barrier.
the gudrds made. quitq-a’ respectudle
company of defenders, (but still insig:
uu crowd outside, an |nferiority that

quickly rendered em-
of a_ -considerable n
armed with modern mag

tram had hurried Patr{a into shelter,
turned thelr attention tg statioping the
form just high enough tp permit a man
Re-enforced by the strike breakers,
nificant In numbers as compared with
more

x-hnle by the addition (a the nrlk.-m
of men

'II.IM rllle!
Blght of these
1ast with a groan. |
fommented be-
ew he'd show
lon L\QV?! sup-

Pl

A'small hand tugged pt his sleeye—
Patria’s. His indignation at seelng her
thus | exposing herself to pos-
Injury  almost outweighed -his

began.

Donald |

Without “.\mlng, the| hum of the f

Over the crest of a little hill that | |

aln Parr dlled again and
out
0 answer vrhl!cver

from the \
long flnding out how many of these
funatics afe willing to die at Hurokt's
behest. Stay here till I send word it's
safe to come out.” \

He ran hastily out into the yard.

As he /did so a scattering volley
sounded from beyond the| fence and |
one of the guarls pitched| backward
from the platform, shot through the
head. \

Incontirently his comrades|begun to
shoot to Kill,

Selzing' |the rifie of the fallen man,
Parr jumped to the platform. The
weapou was at his shoulder and his
eye was s|ghting along its barre] when
he became aware of a sudden lull in
the uprogr, a Jull in which Patria's
voice sounded high and true:

“Cease firing! All of you—cease fir-
ing, I say!”

With a gasp of horror, Parr saw|the
girl runnfug out Into the open spuce
between the fence and the advancing
rabble, and understood that she hid
taken advantage of the general preog-
cupation within the yard to open &
small gate and take this foolhardy
risk.

The asfonishment with which both
parties grpeted her appearance brought

about a domplete cessation of hostill-
tles. The defenders held their breath
in terror.| The attackers stood gaping,
rooted in pm

Without hint of fear or doubt, the
girl pausel within a dozen paces of the
rnn-muu rank of strikers, when she
dod stood quite still, facing
thom “m) adorable cournge, her head
a brave color flaming In her

In the |dead Sllence which ensued
her accenfs rang clear:
“I beg you all to listen to me till 1

have ﬂul{hed. I am Patria Channing.

T own thefe factories, T am the one you |quite seriously—*the riddie 153 When (0 4 te lephone !

Spamnenn-ly a cheer
And cheer after . crashing
lowed. It /was some ml:
she was able to continue.
terval h¢r quick eyes, séarching the
erowd, picked out two dountenances
only tgo well known to hef on the out-
skirts of the crowd—faces| that, almost
aloné among all those there, falled to
réfléct the enthusiasm het words had
excited.

“Secondly,” she cried, when at
length she could make hé¢rself heard,
“I want your promise to have no more
to do with those who Incited this
strike. I do not mean yqu are to'be
without leaders, or to give up your
unions, but that you must cast out
striking In the Interests of the enemy.
|For those leaders who have misled
you are tools of an enemy of this coun-

who brought this strike about.
Japan couspires to embroll the United
States with Mexico In order to pave
the way for the Japanese luvaslon of
the west coast. Therefore Japan would
like to get control of, or, 'falling that,
destroy the Channings’ munition
plants. Therefore Japunese and Mex-
ican consplrators pald agitators to
bring this strike about. . 1 mean
those men.”

Her outflung arm dramatlcally des-
ignated the two on the edge of the
crowd,

“I. mean Baron Hurokl, Juan de
Lima and all who are with them.

There was u sudden turning of heads
and craning of necks in the Indicated
direction.  Those Huroki's
\party moved_threateningly toward it.

Then a striker's voice was uplitted,
Noarse with fufy

“Kill 'em! Lynch the sples!”

Instantaneously an ugly growl re-
spanded. ‘There was a concerted move-
ment of the crowd toward the ill-
starred conspirators.

Prudently the conspirators turned
and fled, the pack snapplng,at thelr
heels.

By the narrowest of shaves (it was
later learned) they regained thelr mo-
torcar apd escaped with their lives,

THE $7,000,000 EARTHQUAKE.

“The riddle,” Donald propounded

ast

“Cease Firing!

have been working for. I want this
nonsense to stop lnstantly. If you
have been unfairly treated, It Is not
by my order, and I pledge myself to
see that your wrongs are made right.
But first you must tell me what you
have to complain of.”

She wﬁ;l»d an instant but got no

response, The strikers stirred uneasily
and mufmured u little together, but
none aj red as spokesman. Agaln
Patria siddressed them, lifting an arm
to point out three of those who stood
nearest her.

“You have an Intelligent face—and
you—and you. Come forward, please,
and tell me what it is that has made
you take this attitude toward Chan-
nlogs.”

Almost reluctantly, certalnly sheep-
ishly, the men indicated moved toward

er.

One began to speak, a brawny crea-
ture with “a ‘face of thoughtful cast,
now that surprise had modified his
passions. His voice was low-pitched,

All of You™

\
and where will Hurok! strike gext?"

Patria nodded patiently to igdicate
Indorsement of this rather gbvious
proposition, thep a bit wearily to sig-
nity her complete lgnorunce ns/to what
the answer might be.

In polnt of fact she was trefnendous-
ly fatigued with the afffir as a whole
and in detwl. This business of being
a self-constituted savior of/ her coun-
try was proving tolerably exhausting.
Hurokl was so tireless, Qigplayed such
abominable Ingenuity in Mjventing new
and bafling combinationg. of Intrigue,
that_even the excitemeyt' of cotubat-
ing him, the satisfactiop of checking
him time after time, wys beginning to
pall upon the girl. ,

Tonight, for Instancd,’she was feel-
Ing very fit indeed. Captain Parr had
brought her home frofa Powder Town
in ample time for hz\v to take a\ long

nap and In other wAys make herself
ovér Into a new worfan before dinner.
And now, at &)m:-(th{ later than nlpe
o'clock,

she very /much wanted to

hersel

his words were to
Donald{ but he talked earnestly and,
it seemeéd, well—brietly and to a point,
and finished to approving nods from
| his companlons.

Instantly the girl replied In tones
that carried distinctly to the farthest
r‘nk of strikers.

f what you say Is true. ghe matter |
shull be set right without a day's de-
lay. And every reasonable demand
you may make is granted—l, Patria
Channing, give my word of honor to
that !—qpon two -conditions.”

She paused briefly; the stillness of

arouse seq a play, or take &
hand at auction, of dance, or do any-
thing else that a normal young woman
finds healthily dljerung.

And she couldy/t. It was absolutely
prohibited. She flared not to step out
side the door, fur fear lest Huroki
had ferreted oyt her hiding place In

She was pef
gossip  with
is-

||
‘

the  distance of\ten miles.

sitting room, Parr kneaded his hands |
together. The telephmw bmmt him
to an abrupt

A look of perplexity clouded his’ fas

“Who?' he demanded. - “What's
that?”
He ealled Impatlently. “Hello?

Hello?" then jiggling the hook, sald,
“Oh, h® has?” ungraclously, and hung

D. .
“What 1s 1t?" the girl demanded.
“The answer to my riddle—perhaps,”
he Informed Patria. “I don't know.
It's & queer business. Whoever called
up sald all In a breath: “I'm a friend—
never mind my name. Tell Miss Chan.
ning to be on her guard against trouble
tonight at the Channing docks near
Bayonne. Huroki means mischief—1"
Then he stopped short, with u sort of
gurgle, as If somebody had clapped a
hand across his mouth. 1 heard a
bang, us if a recelver at the other end
had fallen on something hard. And
then Central reportéd, ‘The party has
hung up. What the deuce!”

Patris was on her feet. “The Bay-
onne docks!’ she repcated thought-
tully.

“Where your output is stored pend-
ing shipment to Europe. Donald ex-
plalned. “Bertram told me this after-
noon that there must be seven billions
of dollars’ worth of arms, ammunition
and other explosives accumulated
there. If Huroki could mabuge to
touch a spark to that—!"

“Donald! You dou’t think—?" /
“I think he'd have a hard Job dotny
it, but I know he'd try if he thought
of lt—out of sheer, cussed hankerjng
0 get even with you, it for no more

weighty reason.”

Donaldt picked up his hat and hrew
a light topeoat over his arm. /

“You're not going—"

“I surely am. I mean to h-ve a look
over the ground down there gnd have
extra guards posted before midalght—
the traditional' ounce of prevention.
You needn’t worry; It's no great trip:
T'll be back a little after fwelve, and
| Tl call you up as soon gs I can get

t It was some time before he was
able to unlock her arms and find the
door.

T the course of the/ next two hours
the girl fretted herself almost beyond
| endurance.  Her dfsappointment on
| answering the door./at the end of that

perfod, in respony as
acutely painful
old was not her Pon;
safety, but his lifutens
ing Captaln Parf on u
ing business. /
Informed ag to the errand which
had called Dgnald abroad, the detec-
tive manife profound unensiness.
“He oughtfi't to huve gone ulone,” he
protested. “He ought to have gotten in
touch with/me first, anyhow. That tel-
ephone myssage sounds like a plant to
get him jout. You hada't ought to
have let him go!

“I di/ my best to dissuade him—he
wouldn}t listen! What can we do?”
w/going after him.'

I'ny going with you, then.”
“Pleuse, miss—no!"

Ryleyd protests were unavalling.
Haxfily snatching up a hat and wrap,
Patfia Insisted on accompunylng the
man.

How long will It tuke us?" s
agked as they hurried up the street, fn
yearch of a taxicab.

/ I don't know. It depends on /the
traln service—and I don’t know /how
that runs this late at night.”  /

“Wouldn't it be quicker for uy'to go
by water? I've got a fast powgr boat
in commission at the Nort]
Yacht club. If It would save

Ryley was emphatically o

¥
ter of press-

tima to go by power boat.

Bofore midaight, then/ they were
afloat; the boat speedifg down. e
quiet \Hudson, Patria
Ryley standing on lookg

At ahout half aft,
rounded ‘Paulus hook
heavy delonation r

t In the bows.
twelve they
and -hearing a
across the wa-

“Hello?" he ('lllld recelver to ear. ||

With Ponald and Patria Clinging to
the Mast, It Toppled Into the Sea.

blangly. [ Wi be

blarded "

x;v{-e ‘minutes later Patrig laid her
poiver boat alongside a schdoner that
1gy moored to the northernmost of the
¢nnmunx docks. Ryley swhrmed up
ver the schooner's side and made fast
the palater—to fiud, whea Be turned,
Patria at his elbow.

“You stay here, miss,” h¢ shouted,
to make himself heard above the din
u( the contlugration. “I'll fud Captaln

arr If he's here to bé fpund, and
)Jrlns, him buck to you.”

But when he ran up the gunxpln?

“And—Germany

to the dock, Patria was by hls sidg.
xum 1ng to her Indomitable cpurage,
e po more protest, but hurried/on
it her Into the heart of that furfiace
which yawned for them ashore.

It was as If the earth ftseff had
flowered In devastating flame. /

Followlng the spur ling of yails that
ran from the dock to the sjore, they
fought their way on, scorched by flame,
deluged with sparks, depfened with
the incessant detonation 6t shells ex-
ploding in burning trelghy cars, dazzled

to,blindness.
vefge.of abangon-
holly| hopeless,

Eve 'ntually, on the
Ing their efforts as

& | they stumbled acrosy'the body of Don-

ald prone between Awo lines of rails,
beside the ruins of a freight car al-
reudy consumed tg is trucks,
Insensible wheh they lifted him up
and, with ote f his army across &
shoulder of efch, they dragged him
back toward water; hf came to'
after a time—/a badly singed' and badly
shaken lmujm but In no why serious-
ly injure
Thn-rvu{er he did his part like the
man be fas, not only taking care of
umselt,/but aiding the falling efforts
of Patrfa to keep moving. The girl was
halt giinting with fatigue and hard-
ship./ She dragged on the arm that
ln.n/m had wound round ler like a

& inanimate.
/?1 some munner, of which none re-
tylne coherent  understanding —

hrough some miracle—the three re-
ned the dock und staggered down It
to the schooner.:

Sparks flying on the pight wind had
already set fire to the vessel. To re-
Zaln the launch, thelr one hope of es-
cape, they had to cross a|deck that
spewed smoke from every seam-—
where it was not already afigme.

Leaving Donald to care for Patria,
Ryley threw himself on ahead to un-
moor the powes boat.

AS he did so, and swung round to
give ald If need be, the detk between
him and those two blundering figures
caved In and a sheet of flame shot up.

With a groan the detective dropped
over the side Into the boat and pushed
oft. : |
At a little distance he lgoked back,
and cried out o wonder to see the fig-
ures of Donald and Patria Half way up
the foremast—the hungry fames leap-

tefs, looked up to fee the southwest-
ern sky aglow itk flame.

Up forwary Ryldy saluted this phen-
nomenon with a/smothered Impreca-
tion denoting cogtirmation of his direst |
apprejeasions.

In the stern Ratria made no sound.
minute she was quite
eatt had ceased to func- |

englok and advanced the
p.‘r_ud wiite the throttle be-

she called
“"Frald

entarily now, as th power boat
swiftly through e dark and |
lng waters, the copflagration
ed the night-enshrouded skles |
more lurid and territylpg tints.
mentarily explosions nmoumlod in'
ater and greater volume. \ 1
/At one o'clock precisely—whie the
ast was still at a safe distapce— |
ame the most violent detonatiof of
all. !
The earth rocked, the sea quakad,
v rmament seemed shaken x\?
c forces unleashed by th
flames Rating their way {nto the heart
of that geven miltion-dollar hoard of
explosived, The shores vomited like a
{volcano. Windows were shattered at a

Ing savagely for their feet.| ‘

With infinite exertion, ilu\\ly they
climbed on and on, dogged ever by the
flames. |

A slight explosion lnunu-)(l in the
hold of the schooner. The flanies shot
higher. The mast rocked, ‘tottered,
swayed like a broken reed, fnd'crashed
over the side, carrying the lovers with

t.
(END OF EIGHTH EPISODE.)
Sled Was Wise.
Junior had been In a fAight with some
boys and got slightly the Wworst of It.
The streets were covered with snow
and fce, and Junior was busy “hook-
ing” his sled on behind delivery wag-
ons. He had made a hook and the de-
livery boy had started up fast. In
turning a corner the hook broke and
Juntor's sled ran angling across the
street, bumped into the curbing, throw-
ing Junlor off and slightly brulsing
/bim. " I picked him up. asking what
was the trouble, and he satd: “Oh.
nothing; my sled don't want me to go
down that street, where thete are some
boys that want to fight m‘."-—(,mcuto
Tribune.

Mystery Story. |
“So you read AdJepate’s novel. How
d it come out?
\“It's a mystery to me. [[.guess he
must have bypootized the pblisher.”

Money may be

t-growing districts of the United
tes, but it Is a question If these
gh-priced lands would not be more
rofitably: employed in other branches
of farming than In growing the smaller
grains, leaving 1t to lands just as pro-
ductive for wheat, less expensive to op-
erate, and with a much smaller
tnitial price; to provide the world
with this necessity of life. Here s
where Westorn Canada, with fts vast
rich fertile plains, its low rallway
rates, Its exceptionally good shipping
privileges, its excellent climate, and Its
perfect social conditions, has a com-
bination of advantages not
by any other portion of the continent.

Furthermore, these lands, of ‘unex-
celled quality, are extraordinarily
cheap, while for the man who does not
care to undertake farming on so exten-
sive a scale there Is the free home-
stead which offers him all the opportu-
nity for which he 1s looking.

The prospective purchaser will have
no difficulty at nll In muking a selecs
tion of a fine plece of land, well lo-
cated and ¢onvenlent to transpertation,
which may be had for from $15 to §25
an acre, and the rallway ‘companies or
other holders of large tracts are al-
ways glad to sell on easy termsa. Ot
1t he desites a farm that Is already
under cultivation and Lmproved. mgay
such are to be had from farmers who
ulready have made comfortable for
tunes and are ready to retire.

It is not to the graln grower| only
that Westérn Canada offers great op-
portunities. If one wishes to go In for
cattle ralsing, there are great stretches
of range land both free and for lease;
and (o many sections of the country
there are the finest of grazing lands
that may be purchased at very low
prices.

The appeal which has been sent out
both by the United States and Cana-
dian governments, for an unstinted, un.
limited production of food stuffs to pre-
vent what might otherwise be h fam-
tne throughout this great cominent—
and then consequently, througfiout the
world-—should In Itself arouse all 'the
ambition|and desire in the heart and

soul of lll‘ man who Is not fighting at
the front,'to’ produce all he can. In
additibn, 13 the poteat fact that na
chances heing taken in answering
the appeal.| Take It from elther stand-
point you jwer the country’s ¢all, al+
though net ting, and you ate also

insured agaldst any loss by the high
prices that ape bound to exist for some
time. Whether it be (n the United
States on 1ts| excellent grain lands of
in Canada onlits splendid grain lands,
all should do thelr bit.—Advertisement,

eprisals.
Col. Richard| Woodhouse skl ia &

recrufting add In Lexington:
“Nothing will stop the Huns' bary

barities but reprisals. If Reims cas

thedral 1§ llexl‘xv(ywd, let us destroy

Calogne cathedral. And on every ship

thit enters the submarine murder zond

we, ought to nu‘ Germans of high
nk."

(Iunel \\oodh?ule paused lllll

'Tborl" nolhln(\ like reprisals,” n#

sald| “A|tobacconlst sent a |doetog
the pther day a ten-dollar box of
cigary, saylog he knew they hadn't
been prdefed, but they were sa excel-
lent hp was sure the foctor wonld en-
joy them. - Bl - inclosed.
strictly cakh.

“The| dofetor wrote bk ;
ghted with the \cigars. Thnuh

‘TevAuu

*Del
it is t Jynu haven't éalled me in, 1
venture td send you hergwith t

0 pre-
seriptiony for rbeumatisty and dyspep-
sla, respectively, that [\am sure you
will like, \bs they have giyen ul fropee
satisfactiqn to my clients.| My
being $5 for prescription we -n o
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