| toueh of th

Wings of Death.

ALARMS AND. EXCURSIONS.
It was midnfternoon of a Sunddy un- | p,
commonly warm, even for that season, | {in’s, The
when Bud Morgan, bn his saddle and ' him had
bridleless harse, found his way—less pip
consciously thin guided by the Instinct |
of the homing pigeon—to the haclenda
of Patria Channing'’s rancho.

, None witnessed his arrival. Because
it was a,day of rest, no house servints
were In evidence, buxied with thele ac-
customed week-day tasks, Mrs. Pills- |
bury was In her room, napping nwiy
the hour of the siesta. Her son, Rod
man, genernl superintendent of the
Channing rdnch properties, had ridden
off soon aftdr breakfast on some hile
errand. Patrla and Donald Parr were
nlone in the library, conning a great
topographical map of the nelghboring
country. |

Not a sonnd disturbed the peaceful
hush of ftié hacienda other than their
low-pitched nccents, before thex he:rd
the rumble of approaching hoofs
this was a nolse so ordinary and e
monplace that they were not even
aware of it,

It required the shufle bf uncertain

_tfootsteps on the graveled walks of the
gardened patlo to distract them from
their engropsing occupation.

Patria logked up first from the map,
Elancig Inguisitively out of the win-
dow. It was her cry of pity that drew’
Donald’s attention. Follawing the Ji-
rection of her gaze, he saw the wourid-
ed and semidemented man at pause In
the middle of the patio, glaring wit-
lessly round him, a' bloodied and
ghastly figure, a—vision ns incongru-
opis to that time and place as an np-
parition from-the grave In a kinder-
garten. o

Jumping up, Donald rgn out, wound
his arms round Sorgan, and helped
him into the library.

Thus it was that, for upwards of an
hour, the tale Bud had to tell, of
terror and tragedy, of a homestend
burned, a mother ‘and a child mur-

- dered, a sister kidnaped by raiders
from across the border, was known
only to Patria and Donald,

When he had finished speaking and

bowed his wounded head on arms fold-
w=—=—¢d upon the library table, there wns
nething more sald by anyane for many
minutes. The two stared at eich oth-

er across the shoulders of the man in
spaechl ruation and bewilder-
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“What are you golng-to do?” Patria
demanded presently,

Donald ,M: “First of all, get Bud

0 bed” | forestall
7" the girl protested.
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“We will, of course, start an expedi-

It would be worse than useless to

tria walt

h
or whoever Is re-
for! this atrocity, to prepare
e -

or

sponsible

recelve o
in- the meantime=what hap-

to Bess? Oh, I cannot under-

you dare suggest waiting
"

“Because I am ‘determined to res-

cue:her—and because I feel sure no

irm will come to her.”

“How can you say that?”

“T am sure that this is & move dic-

machine,
gained all

starter.
Wingingf

axed; Jts mouth gapd

and vanished silently |
mystery of Mexico,

AIR LANES.
There was little sleo)

aviating clothe

Donald there,
awaiting the word it mu
with a fa¢e drawn and
sleeplessness,

Together they breakf}

helr hands onl

ession had be

blank ;. its m[

Kindly words
o effect

|

upot

thelr shoul
bedchamber,

\

m sound asi

dressed and

umber of t

Bud had fof
d was babbl
Is story to a

Dpythetic but bewlldered
If it was too late to s|

uence. with |
be all that Dy

serted It was,

est dark of 1
ce of forty-elg]

by Rodman

twos and. t]

voused at un agreed plac

its most Isola

. Vistons of
Inaped ncross
of tales she h
at the ranch,

In the cool blue twil

p and dressing

t down to the,
watching

wn & few mon}
‘coffee, then

e still hush of
.aviation flel

Early though they wer:

he men of B

r the reports

were altegdy climbing
specting the countryside|
bord

er.
Orderipg out her own

hat 1s, fn W
her practice aj

as an aviatrice—she toe
seat and, refusing to permit Donald
anyone  else .to
grasped the controls and shot hom
the switeh which operated the se

up i a long

plane galtied the thousand-foot leve
then began to move southy
curved sweeps.

4

| face from which every tfuce

y

aceompany hi

of Preparedness -
T s T t
~ 7 NOVELIZATION OF THE MOT:ON-PICTURE PLAY OF THE SAME
CED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL FILM. SERVICE, INC,
INC. COPYRIGHT, STAR COPPAIY .
-
rne desires. Mdke your mind’
T, ensy. - Ross will come fo no harm—
Tha ooy untit Hurokl finds thiat| she will .tell
| him nothing; and he wou't find ow
TLE as
ums. vERNON cASTL e, Doeg: b ke vos'y
MILTON SILLS as Donald Parr. f| [ "And you will send after b4
WARNER OLAND as Baron s soma aa (3 dark 4nough for dur
HurokL men to niove without being secn—the
5 strongest forcg we can gpure, und the
DOROWHY GREEN jas Fanny |||\ ext mbunted’: For the|present, haw-
P ‘ ever, we must keep thi§ quiet; if ¥he
boys get ko-much ns a hint of what's
] Imppened, therell be no holding: them.
| SYNoPSis. Not a soul myst know-+!" |
v .| The. gravel of the| patto walk |
mene bt of 'the Beihresiarn Bats, | crunched beneath Agfitm and alert
Fatria’ Chaning, ‘an “‘Amedican gir} tread. Parr looked up. .
. e Dmar Han A e “Except Rodnfan.” he jamended, rec-
her vast randh properti 3 u]m" - Lognizing the newcomer. $1Im we mist
o G gt eomaii- | tell, of course; und if jnything does
"d"f"".. Moxican for o4 |leak out before we're feady, he enn
68 Patria's purpose nd dei- | control the boys if anytody can.”
i pnditering arty which rs 4*| Throughout .this conyersation Bud
‘brings| back as prisoner Hess tor- | had nelther moved nor ipade a sign to
EAnaiater of Bud Morgan, fogeman of the | gignify thnt he understogd the subject
. P of discussion. And whon, some ten
- minutes Inter, Danald jand  Rodman
THIRTEENTH EP'SODE tried” to rouse him, he ftirred to the

to-lift up a
of fntelli-
n erased; Its
m lines wre
d like u cre-
they spoke to
a mind un-

d by the anguish it/ had suffered.
Gently, then, the two then lifted him
and. one ou_either sidd, holding his

ers, led him

i
Jndn-mwd hit,
[!mmlugled his wounds, and put him to

Leaving Patrla to wat¢h by his bd-
side for a time, Donald and Pillsbury
| returned tp the library, to plan the

‘ An hour later Patria Ip panic.found
| them there with the news that she had
{left Bud's side for a few moments,
op. only to find

the room empty on her feturn.
| amazingly” short time the man had
made his és-
| 1
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r segrch for him ended half|a
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length, . discouraged -and _dis- | struction.
heartened, she turned back to her start-| “I quit¢ understand.”
ing polut and dropped down to the| “Then/I must tell you—frankly—
private aviation field. that yoy afe coming perilously near
As she descended, In spite of the |to umrr;un. a power which the Con-

preoccupation of every faculty Im-|stitutioq vests with congress alome.

“The [right to raise and maintain a
standing army,*/Patria added.

“Pregisely, If that Is not what you
ts watched her fram | are dofng—on a smell scale, but none
gray motorcar on | the less Ih an admirably efli
| —I bave misunderstood all
show "l and told me here today.”
o " Patria agreed,

posed; by thgt most difficult task
known"to grfators, that of negotlat
lng a successful'landing, she was con- |
solous that stran,

the body of & hug
the édge of the field,
Alightif beside heg stationssy bl
plane, she saw'u group of some half a y
dozen moving toward her from a car. | wangilyet you will find, upon Invy
Donald was one of thesé; the others | zuiog. that every man In my employ,
were all men In the fleld yniforms of:| ygjde|from the ranch hands and othe
the regular army of the Unled States. | (o have definitely peaceable labors
She Wdentified one or two fices made | ¢, Deftdrm, is carried on my pay rolls
familiar to her by production In nwj,Lﬂ alwatchman 1"

uges of newspapers and 2 “Ah army of watehr
fuces of men swho had risen to hi Azhin the eyes of t

pluces in the service of thelr couptr: d)

wore on the collar of his tyalc Hreelsoly,  The

Insignia of a brigadier general. | not fproscribe the citizen's rig

Her heart warmed to thele soldier- [ prothet his own property, - bell

Iy bearing—then sank as she wus re Joying men nnd arms to guard

al twine

gone

Constitution coes

minded thut all they stood for, of Al that T am doing here

oy, loyalty, bravery, intelligence | o0 iy lnds, 1 ¥ property
and efliclency, must count for nothing | und’ wy pe ward, and 1
In event of war, because ‘the country | noan to do it v
they served refused thein men enough |, fureher Jce was made to

al successtully wbject of the visitation, but the

s fmplicit that a report

to 3 ilnst any but |y
[the most pititully fpotent enemy.
Introduced by Captain Par
|adier general greeted her with gray
courtesy,  pregented formally  ench
er of his staff, and complimented
atrin on her own kil o aviation, us
15 the'skill of her corps of al

Washington would. then ta
ton us it miZht see fit.
Nnon—and «till no word from Bess

Morgan or the party which lad ridde

rese

| forth te 1o her,
men. .
[ 1 have seen n great deal of wonder- [ [0 TR b
ful_flying.” he sald, “but what I by
" To vonfess that she avas waiting the
golug on he surpasses anything t
of an armed inyasion of
|has come under wy observation, for .
1 1 nondnally friendly land which she, Pa-
| snup and precision—comes near to, fUIA Y ERROY S ORI o
| What T have heard of the work of the e e :
3 the favor her patriotic spirit had found
I¥rench and English fiying corps. 1
e elth™ he o wist. | 10 the esteem of her guests could hard-
[ could wish.” he added, a trace wist- |2 G R o
fully, yet ®ith a perceptible twinkle |, b e dlen T
In his eyes as they held Patria’s, “my
own commund were as well off 1"

“My men and my machines,” Patria
£old him, “ure always at the servjce of
my country.’

“In event of need, then, I shall not
Resitate to call upon you.”

“You need not. I am dolng"—Pa-
tria hesitated briefly; yet this officlal
visit proved the secret of her
preparations had lenked out—"what
[ am doing sololy ns a patriot and a
soldier's daughter.”

“It Is beeause you have proved your-
self to be that—a worthy
my own chmrade” the general sald, | Putrin committed her fate to the ad-
“that T have ventured to make this | yenture of the alr lanes.
unfuvited call. 1 would be glad it | For g little she cllmbed steadily,
| you could give me a few/moments of hu¢ ngt for long; content to leave the
| Your time to discuss a question of Pub- | greater range of ohservation to those
lie _polic | on the higher levels, with thelr power-

Ther ful glasses, she quartered the land be-
tria bowed: gracefully to the inevitable, border at an elevation bare-

“If you will be good enough to ac- | nt to escape the eddies and
company me to my home,” she"sald, | currents that made navigation inter-

1 no inkling of
wed at her mind.

outdome

ery,

And 1t was nearly two o'clock before
she wus finally rid of them,

With heartfelt gratitude she saw the
dust of their wheels drift away down
the toad—then turned and” jumped
into her own motor car and had (t
n frig back toward the aviation fleld
ost hefore Douald could tuke his
place beside her.

One of her flicrs was making n land-
tng ns Pat ighted ut the fleld.

He had nothing to_report.

Agaln clambering Into the pllot's

was no w to escape. Pa-

which to talk. And T shall be honored | the summits of the lowland hills.
It you and -your staff will be my| FHere, comparatively close to the
guests for luncheon.” giound, she might be able to pick up
The invitation was eagerly accepted, | (ndications Invisible to the airmen so
and the party motored back to the | fur above her.
hacienda. And so, it the end, It proved.
There, while luncheon was belng|~ She had been flying a little more
prepared, Putria ubandoned all effort | (han an hour—was returning from a
at concenlment and, conducting the | wide elrcult through the south toward
general to the library, luld before him | her starting point.  Of u_sudden she
a complete exposition of all her plun!‘ was ¢onsclous that the mounotonous
and preparations to repel an nvasion, | drone'of the motor behind her was be-
omitting no material detail. Ing punctusted—one cylinder was be-
“Not my Diplanes alone” she con- | ginning to miss fire,
cudgd, “but the rest of the gear 1| Patria v to foresce that she
have gathered together here—and the | might be obliged to muke a landing
men trained to manipulate it—are at | south of the border. She seprched
my country’s call.” the landscape that swam beneath her
The géneral stralzhtened up from | anxious eyes.
the topographical map over which he | Then she saw a motor-ear abruptly
had been bending. There was admira- gweep out of a narrow gulley at some
tion and somethiug more in his regard. distance off to tha right, making a
“You are a very remarkable young furions pace northward. The - men
woman, If you will permit me fo say  who occupled it wore khakl; for an
s0, Miss Channing. I am only sorry Instunt she thought thew soldlers in
that there are not more women—and  American uniforms.  Then she saw
men—Iike you In this land. If there that they were menof an average
were—" stature smaller thun that of Amerl-
The wistful look possessed his eyes can troops. They were standing up
agaln, but he shook that humor off. | in the tonneau and firlug pistols back

smiling.
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It was barne in m the girl's un-
détstanding, In that|instant,  that the

was not only the ifstrument of his
own escape, but shy was the very
Drize, no doubt, that ke had set forth
to snare.

And she had lttle d
prove her fate, ance
landing in that \'xl\|l\')‘.
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Patria’s skill pnyed cqual to fhe oc- |
casion, however s biplane pettled |
down gentdy ne vdize of 4 wide

mooth
trees,

aren of clear groy
for comfort, hut
| As soon as it
| Pause the girl he
seat and began o
igine; but it n{

ud-ynone too §
»H!\n:kal of!
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pped Yown from the
\ exanyination bt the
jok ulu\x time jto lo-
he troullle, und long- |
ever, she\ was peady
ht. 1
i tool box\and ftart-
e toward ront
plstol shot\soijnded
a bullet pepfotated
Within a foot\od her

ome
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er still to repair
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of the machin,
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\ 1
puld turn  she, |was
ktrongly colored\jvith
Jupunese—gnd Dpdly |

hatled in a volce

the aceent of a
 bre

nd, please!
fght "
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ruther more than fuiddle nge eame ihto)
view covering hir with his pis{ol
Pausing he deftly whipped her. ayfo-
matie from its hoster attached to r;‘-r
belt, and grinned | unpleasantly.
“Thank you very much,” he gusp

politely In spite of hls winded cond}-
tion—for It was dvident that he ha|
rut a considerabld distance at a ver
| tust pace. “Now be good enough ¢
tuke your seat. I|will sit beside ygu.
You wil fly us T direct and lind|
where I suy—please understand—or 1|
shull be reluctantly obliged to Ahoot
you" 1

FROM THE BLUE. |
Without demur Fatrla turfied and

climbed to the pitotls seat. AVith sur
prising ugility, consjdering his appar-
ta

the Japanefe followed to the
I alloted to the {obserger.

“You will start |wmgiliately,” he
pursued with a sigofficyhit gesture ot
the pistol o his hadd,/“und aim for
those mountuins in thé south.  When
we are high enough ¥ will further/ di-
rect the course.” /A |

Patria switched ob |the self-si o,
The propeller be ’an Ive ngisil
The drone of the wotdr sounded clear
and sweet and yrue. | The biplane
‘bumped forward ovep the dneven
ground, lfted, 1)|'nl Inrugu to clmb,

Bebind 1t ha)f a dozgn exagperated
cow-punchers broke frdm thd woods,
reined lu to ffre, then rpcognizing the
pilot of theairplane, fefralued—but
cursed fervently.

Ot this Vatria knew dothing. Her
attentlon Avas concentrjtéd on  the
business ¢f belng a good /pilot for /a
passengey armed and | desperatély
ready to/shoot. \
He sgt watching her Wwjth a mali-
clous grin while she madé her/cratt
climb fo the thousand-foot fevel. The
noise bt the motor prohibitey cgaversa-
tion, /but his gestures weky under-
standable enough to perceptipns quick-

Thoughts such ds thdse. nerved her
to heroie measures. What she must
do wus murder—but so hire most acts
of war, And this one of her
country’s chiefest enemiek,

A heavy wrench regted|in a pocket,
convenient to her hand.

T chance,
Tapun
action, turned
with all her might at his fake.

He recelved the blow ¥q
tween the e

An eddy of alr,” upt
broken earth, caught the bipk

Was Quesfioned by the Cow/
punchers.

\
Huroki
\ /
f0r & moment togsed and played with
At s though it/ were a festher,/ It
heeled/dangeroysly, spinning ypon its
left planes as Ypon an axis.

Insifnct alone—and a bit of fuck to
boot—helped /Patria right fhe ma-
chiye.

But when she had agcomplished
that, she rgde alone; thé observer's
St was ewpty.
|  Resolutely forcing herself not to
\gmm: of that poor hulk of a body
\ropping fike a plunimet to a death
which would wender At unrecognizable,
o shupelfss, featurdless pulp; the girl
shung the biplang round an{l headed
fdr home.

Twy/haurs later she de-
scended o her Aviation field,and wus
| nped’ down by \Donald Parr. . From
| thils onie she Jeartied, succlnetly, what
hud Bapher

Hjlsbury’s force, after a night phd
u hRIE duy of frultless scoutiug, had
fulldn afgul of two wotor-cirs Miled
with| Jupanese nnd Mexican gificers,
nortlibylind from the secret éncamp-
ment\for u reconnolssapee glong the
bordgk.  Chief among hosp officers
wery Baron Hurokl and Generul Nogi.
The cAr containing Nggy hud broken
thfougly the resistance offerdd by the
Gow ,ulin. and  féd  pprthward,
hotly hinted as Patria had seen. The
two cowlpunchers Who had taken the
short cup hud arpfted at the bridge
Just in fime to #xplode a mine be-
neath thel car af it cureered dawnhill
toward the bridge. |\ Somebow Nogi
had escapdd destruction in {hat bysi-
ness; but HeAvas alone fn this Fespect.

'3:’ inkh Ll‘:
e &Y o',
ot Which koo friny tace

shed h-hni
@ value IRL;‘:in E. ;:
table pound, in' the

of femple il \

ailiug woman\in tha United
tat s cordially invi to Wwrite to
e Ljfdia inkham Medicine Co.
(confldential), Lynn, Mass\, for
advife. It ia frea, will bring you

may save your life.
ANY

22RoLL|
LACKS “:

Joke on Mother. /. \
Returning home one afternogd, lttls
Richard's mother found him ypparent-
Iy In great pain. Careful qhestionlog
ifalled to disclose the capse of the
ld's suffering.  Préviouy experience
tald the mother that Rigird probably
WAS In need of that off so unpopular
\With children, and sile proceeded to
\admintster a generoys portion desplte
he erying resispunée of Richard. A
W ninutes lafer/ the boy appeared,
appargntly in gredt ghee.
'I've got a Joke on mot
a Joke gn mother,” ho cried.
Mewbers of/the famlly were curious,
of dpurse,
“Mother Ahought T was siek and
gave\me gll, but I got tha toothache,”
he exclufined between lpughs.
Richytd’s carller reticence was dug
to drghd of the dentist’s chair.—lge
dinnypalis News.

/

—I've got

The organizers‘of The Capitol Petroleam
Cgmpany have now contracted for she drill-
ng of the first well on their 5§7-acre oil
Aract in Kausas. Stock now ondy 2 ceate
share while it lasts, one-fifth cash
four monthly payments, or 5% discount
all cash. Make all rémittances to The Se-
curities Finance & Investment Co., Fiseal
Ageats, 329 Foster Bldg, Deaver, Colo.Adr,

% The Hearing.

By far thd\liggest part of the hear *
Ing we db I8 dane with our ears. We
hear at eve the thrush With our ears
and the milkiinn o the morniog.
Then there 13 the other spet or hear-
Ing that we do quite a bit) and could
do Jjust as well without edes.

“I hear the Jonses\haven't spoken
to each 6ther for & wyek!" ' Lots of
hearing of this sort {s dne. The way
people lke to hear!” We Byar this and
we hear that. The amount of real hear-
ing that was done (n the Arst phace *.
wyuld have left the Jonses\ reputa
on In fairly good order.

An enterprising real estate dealer,
In mdglition to the view or the héglth-
fulness of a communlty, might adyer-
tise the hearing. Next to belng he
people like tg heur.—Exchange. \

uming a Virtue,

“Everybody Is economizing now,”
sald Meanddring Mike.

“Yep," replied Plodding Pat, “And
I'm economizing, too. 1 dow't waat to
hear no more sarcasms about my not
usln’ up soap.” .

\

. Two Spendthrifts.
Mary—I spend as muchi as you do.
Alice—~Perhaps, but I have less to
show for the money.—Life.

Before mafrriage a man's display of
affection Is apt tp be everdome; after
marriage it is more likely to be rare.

So it Nogi who had
rled bac his, commany by | Patrial
In the/méantime Hurokf had peen

enefl by the fear of death] | At the
thohsand-foot level the Jupagese bade
Patria to stop climbing and ny directly
n,?{l the south.

atching him out of fhe c.l:nm of

er eyes, she saw that/he waq a wman
of the t intelfectual dusta, a,
person of authority /and  high

he Insiguia ou the follar of hi
disclosed his rank /as that of
eral, if she were Aot
ther than that, sie coul

tunfe
P

n erfror. | Fury

4 guess fothe

captured and questigned’ by the cow-
| punchgrs; hajl protested uvm.} ignor-
un\’l'/llf the w l]'rvdnlmul! of Beks Mor-
gan{ had changed his mind about that,

tcoplfessing that| she was a prispoer at
héadquarters,
fim to fuce &
/u[mn Pillsbury
compatjions,

When Plllsbury caused
\ymn‘ squad.| Where-
ad liberated oe of.
| Huroki's instructed\ by
e
| and’ un
to lose
clent servants.
\ised Huroki that.

PNisbury had proms

There was little air |astir—just a \ag about him—phough she 5
z;nlla'-rﬂl steady. bredze 'from the fied that he hay been one of phe\pas- | Upon the return df the officer with
west, a offered sapgers in the/wotor-car pufsued by | Ress, Huroki had been releaped, In
problems fo distract Patgia’s attentign the cow-puncl Whethey that| au- | accordance with the \terms Pillsbury
from the landscape benpath it. Hpr tomobile had been wrec /by thelex- | bay made, aud had started back for
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